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commitment to selflessly serving others in 
need. During her tenure as the Program Man-
agement Officer of the federal Title X program, 
she helped low-income citizens receive family 
planning assistance, among other healthcare 
services, at an affordable cost. 

Mrs. Lee has also pioneered the way for fu-
ture African American nurses to be successful 
in the healthcare field. She holds the distinc-
tion of being the first African American to be 
admitted into the University of Washington’s 
prestigious Bachelors of Science nursing pro-
gram. She was also the first African American 
to receive the Washington State School Nurse 
of the Year Award, serve as a registered 
nurse at Seattle’s VA Hospital, and be hired 
by the U.S. Public Health Service. Through 
these notable accomplishments, Mrs. Lee 
broke historic ground and her example serves 
as an inspiration to many in our region. 

Outside of her impressive record in the 
healthcare field, Mrs. Lee is actively engaged 
in important community issues including civil 
rights, child nutrition, and women’s issues. 
She has shown her passion for women’s 
health by serving as the inaugural leader of 
the first Federal Regional Office on Women’s 
Health, which has grown to 144 clinics nation-
wide that focus on women’s reproductive 
health research and national women’s health 
policy. Mrs. Lee has shown her passion for 
educating and mentoring students by serving 
on the UW Alumni Board of Trustees, co- 
founding the UW Multicultural Alumni Partner-
ship, and chairing the UWAA Diversity Com-
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Vivian Lee for her admirable achieve-
ments in the healthcare and nursing indus-
tries. Through her many accomplishments she 
has continued to improve the quality of 
healthcare that many people receive in the 
greater Seattle area. 
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EQUAL PAY DAY 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, today 
is Equal Pay Day, which symbolizes how 
many additional days since the beginning of 
this year a woman had to work full-time to 
earn the same amount a man earned last 
year. The sad truth is that equal pay for Amer-
ican women remains a goal, not a reality. 

It is unacceptable that in the 21st century, 
women still earn just 79 cents for each dollar 
a man earns. For women of color, the facts 
are even worse: African American women 
earn just 60 cents, and Latinas just 55 cents, 
for each dollar earned by white, non-Hispanic 
men. 

These pay gaps are appalling, and cannot 
be justified. Today, mothers are the bread-
winners or co-breadwinners in more than half 
of U.S. households. Like men, their families 
depend on their salaries to pay for shelter, 
food, their children’s education, and health 
care. 

Women merit and deserve equal pay for 
equal work. Congress must pass the Pay-
check Fairness Act. This will strengthen Amer-
ica’s families and our national economy as 
well. Let us reaffirm the simple truth that when 
women succeed, America succeeds. 

HONORING CAROL KUNZE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Ms. Kunze for her great contribu-
tion to the designation of the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain Monument by President Barack 
Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Ms. Kunze. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 
businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Ms. Kunze to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SIKH 
COMMUNITY OF CONNECTICUT 
ON VAISAKHI 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Sikh Community of Con-
necticut, and their dedicated leaders who are 
working hard to challenge the misconceptions 
and stereotypes the Sikh community faces in 
Connecticut, and the nation as a whole. Many 
American Sikhs face misunderstanding in their 
schools and workplaces, despite the over 100- 
year history of the faith in America. I thank the 
Sikh Community of Connecticut for their work 
to bring greater understanding of Sikh values 
to all Americans. In particular, Mr. Swaranjit 

Singh Khalsa and the Sikh Sivak Society, who 
organized an awareness campaign in my dis-
trict to educate eastern Connecticut residents 
about Sikhism through public service adver-
tisements seen around town. I was fortunate 
to meet Mr. Singh in my office recently to dis-
cuss the project and the challenges the com-
munity is facing. 

Sikhism originated in the Punjab region of 
South Asia, founded on the ideals of devotion 
to God, service to others, social justice, and 
equality of all people. Twenty-five million peo-
ple practice Sikhism all over the world, includ-
ing 250,000 Sikhs in the United States, mak-
ing Sikhism the fifth largest religion in the 
world. Immigration of Sikhs to the United 
States primarily began in the 1960s, as many 
came in search of higher education, and 
stayed to raise families. Indeed, Sikhs have 
made great contributions to the culture, econ-
omy, and society of the United States. 

This month, Sikhs all over the world will be 
celebrating Vaisakhi. This holiday commemo-
rates the founding of the Khalsa, or the collec-
tive body of committed Sikhs. 

Vaisakhi is a time to acknowledge the val-
ues of Sikhism, and the growth of the Sikh 
community. This year, the Sikh Community of 
America organized the Freedom March for 
Sikh Nation on April 9th in Washington, D.C. 
This event is a time for all Americans to come 
together to learn about and celebrate 
Vaisakhi, and bring attention to issues sur-
rounding Sikh identity in the United States. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the Sikh community for their many con-
tributions to American culture, Mr. Singh for 
his efforts to bring understanding about 
Sikhism to my region, and to wish all a joyous 
Vaisakhi. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANNIE BRANDT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Annie 
Brandt for being named a 2016 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 640 business 
leaders and growing. 

As the Community Engagement Leader at 
Thrivent Financial Annie works tirelessly to fa-
cilitate generosity across the state of Iowa. 
She is reminded on a daily basis that the 
greatest thing a human can do is dedicate 
themselves to helping and giving to others. 
Annie exemplifies that professionally and per-
sonally. She dedicates her time and talents to 
a number of organizations in the community 
including Oakridge Neighborhoods, Des 
Moines Community Playhouse, Young Wom-
en’s Resource Center, Habitat for Humanity, 
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Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, 
Kappa Kappa Gamma, and Lead Like a Lady. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Annie in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents 
to better both her community and the great 
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Annie on receiving this 
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE 
SCIENTISTS AND TECH-
NOLOGISTS—THOMAS TORRES 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Thomas Torres from Houston, TX 
for being accepted into the National Academy 
of Future Scientists and Technologists to rep-
resent the state of Texas at the Congress of 
Future Science and Technology leaders. 

Thomas attends J. Frank Dobie High School 
and is one of 13 high school honor students 
selected from the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas. These students were 
selected as Texas delegates at the Congress 
of Future Science and Technology Leaders. 
This program was designed for high school 
students to be recognized for their hard work 
in school, as well as to support their aspira-
tions of working in a science or technology 
field. The National Academy was founded by 
Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Darling; Mr. 
Rossi currently serves as president. The Con-
gress is being held at the Tsongas Center at 
the University of Massachusetts, Lowell from 
June 29th through July 1st. Thomas was se-
lected by a group of educators to be a dele-
gate for the Congress thanks to his dedication 
to his academic success and goals of pur-
suing science or technology. We are proud of 
Thomas and all of his hard work, and know he 
will make Houston proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Thomas for being accepted into the Na-
tional Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KRISTI L. NOEM 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, on March 23, 
2016 I was absent. I would have voted Nay on 
the motion to recommit H.R. 2745. I would 
have voted Aye on passage of H.R. 2745. I 
would have voted Aye on H. Res. 658 Con-
demning in the strongest terms the terrorist at-
tacks in Brussels on March 22, 2016, which 
murdered more than 30 innocent people, and 
severely wounded many more. 

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD ‘‘TED’’ 
LOVETT 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my-
self and Representative BENNIE G. THOMPSON, 
I am honored to recognize Mr. Ted Lovett, Di-
rector of Legislative Affairs at the Department 
of Homeland Security, for his decade of self-
less public service. Ted has been an exem-
plary representative of the Department and an 
incredible resource for the Members and staff 
of the Committee on Homeland Security. 

Ted is the kind of person who goes the 
extra mile. The most obvious signs of his com-
mitment are his responsiveness, his depth of 
knowledge regarding policy and legislative 
matters, his proactive outreach, and the long 
hours he works to ensure that Members and 
staff have all the information they need to do 
their jobs effectively. It is a matter of course to 
get a phone call or an email from Ted late in 
the evening or on the weekend to ensure 
Members have critical information before an 
issue breaks in the news. 

Ted understands the critical nature of the 
mission to inform Congress, and it is his en-
gagement and honesty that make a real dif-
ference. Whether he’s providing technical as-
sistance on a proposed bill, or arranging brief-
ings to assist Congress in its mandate to pro-
vide oversight, there is no doubt that Ted’s 
tireless efforts and vigilance have made our 
nation safer and more secure. 

Ted has been the Department’s legislative 
manager for the Southwest Border Initiative, 
Guantanamo Detention, Visa Waiver Program, 
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative, REAL- 
ID, Human Screening Programs, the Merida 
Initiative, the Global Supply Chain Strategy, 
and Countering Violent Extremism programs. 
He also effectively manages DHS participation 
in Congressional hearings, from Secretary- 
level to subject-matter experts. 

Ted has been critical to providing informa-
tion and understanding during emerging 
homeland security events and crises such as 
the ‘‘Underwear Bomber’’ attack on Northwest 
flight 253 on Christmas Day 2009, the 2014 
Unaccompanied Children surge at the U.S. 
Southwest Border, and the Ebola outbreak in 
2014 and 2015. 

Over the past decade, Ted has fostered 
many enduring and trusted relationships with 
Congress in furtherance and advocacy of DHS 
priorities in connection with current legislation, 
prospective legislation and the implementation 
of security policy. What has always impressed 
us is that Ted is the epitome of a non-partisan 
public servant. 

On behalf of Ranking Member THOMPSON 
and the Committee on Homeland Security, I 
want to commend and thank Ted for his dedi-
cation and commitment to keeping the home-
land safe and secure and wish him the very 
best as the next chapter of his life opens. 

HONORING THE PAUL LAURENCE 
DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special group of young people. The Paul 
Laurence Dunbar High School boys’ basket-
ball team recently won the Kentucky High 
School Athletic Association state champion-
ship, better known in Kentucky as the ‘‘Sweet 
Sixteen’’. 

This event is very competitive and involves 
talented young athletes from across the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky. Like any successful 
endeavor, the victory was won by dedication, 
hours of practice, determination, and team-
work. The young men worked very hard for 
this accomplishment and they learned many 
lessons that will benefit them throughout their 
lives. I want to give special recognition to 
head coach Scott Chalk and the entire coach-
ing staff and to thank them for the time and 
dedication they provided these young athletes. 

Paul Laurence Dunbar High School is lo-
cated in Lexington, Kentucky. This is the 
school’s first ever state championship in boys’ 
basketball. In the first three games of the tour-
nament the Bulldogs posted come-from-behind 
wins. However, in the final game they led wire 
to wire, winning 61–52. I congratulate the stu-
dents and their coaches on the state cham-
pionship and I am proud to honor them before 
the United States House of Representatives. 

f 

ALMA ARRINGTON BROWN 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this 
communication is forwarded on behalf of the 
constituents of the Fifth Congressional District 
of Florida and me as we pay tribute to the life 
of Alma Arrington Brown: 

We are deeply and profoundly saddened by 
the loss of this great woman, mother, grand-
mother, loved one, friend, philanthropist, 
community leader and so much more. She 
was married to the late Ronald H. Brown 
who served as the Chairman of the Demo-
cratic National Committee and President 
Clinton’s Secretary of Commerce. She passed 
20 years to the day of his passing. 

To her loving children, the Honorable Mi-
chael A. Brown and Tracey Brown James; 
her son-in-law, Kendall James; and her 
grandchildren, Morgan and Ryan Brown, and 
Harmon and Calab James, our thoughts and 
prayers are with you, and our hearts share 
your loss. She loved and cared deeply for her 
family, her God and her politics. I hope in 
some small way you know just how much I 
cared for and will miss her too. 

She was born in Brooklyn, New York. She 
was a graduate of Fisk University, and re-
ceived a master’s degree from 
Manhattenville College. She lived the major-
ity of her adult life in Washington, DC. She 
launched her career as an educator then 
worked with numerous organizations includ-
ing the National Council of Negro Women, 
National Urban League and Girl Scouts of 
America. While at the District of Columbia 
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