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RECOGNIZING ART PING LEE FOR
HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA CHINESE
AMERICAN COMMUNITY

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing Art Ping Lee, who has spent his
career advocating on behalf of the overseas
Chinese community.

Born in Taishan County, Guangdong Prov-
ince, Mr. Lee immigrated to the United States
in 1936. After the Second Sino-Japanese War
broke out, only a year after Mr. Lee’s arrival
in his new home in the District of Columbia,
Mr. Lee began national fundraising efforts to
support the Chinese army to resist the inva-
sion of Japan. After World War Il, Mr. Lee
worked tirelessly to assist Chinese families af-
fected by the war. Many Chinese families
were kept from being reunited with their loved
ones due to U.S. immigration laws and immi-
gration quotas. Mr. Lee was one of the found-
ing members of the National Chinese Welfare
Council, in 1957, which campaigned aggres-
sively for lifting of immigration quotas. As a re-
sult, 40,000 Chinese immigrants were allowed
to enter the U.S. every year.

Mr. Lee has also advocated to enhance and
strengthen the relationship between the United
States and Taiwan. Mr. Lee is a founder of
several organizations, including the Chinese
Youth Club of Washington, D.C., the Wash-
ington, D.C. Lodge of the Chinese American
Citizens Alliance, and the Lee Federal Credit
Union.

Mr. Lee, who turns 102 this year, continues
to contribute to his community, where he
serves as an Honorary Elder of the Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association of Wash-
ington, D.C., a Senior Advisor to the Overseas
Community Affairs Council of the Republic of
China (Taiwan), and an Honorary Elder to The
Lee Family Association in the United States.

He has received the Hua Kuang Medal,
First Class, which is given by Taiwan to Chi-
nese people who have made special contribu-
tions in overseas Chinese affairs.

Mr. Lee has an impressive record of service
and leadership to overseas Chinese commu-
nities throughout the United States, particularly
in the Washington metropolitan area.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing Mr. Lee and
his lifetime of service to the Chinese American
community in the District of Columbia and for
his continued contributions and care for the
people he serves.

TRIBUTE TO TREY RICE
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Trey Rice
of Grimes, lowa, as one of lowa’s 2016 He-
roes of the Heartland, sponsored by the Amer-
ican Red Cross of Greater lowa.

Each year, the American Red Cross serving
greater lowa honors individuals for their acts
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of great bravery, dedication and service to the
community. The winners are nominated by
their peers, highlighting lowa’s most compas-
sionate and caring individuals. These extraor-
dinary people commit actions which dem-
onstrate the potential heroism and kindness
which is in all of us. Heroes of the Heartland
reflect the values and vision of the American
Red Cross, leaving a positive impact on cen-
tral lowa.

On Sunday July 12, 2015, Trey was floating
down the Raccoon River with his cousin and
friends. While resting on a sandbar, they
heard a young boy yelling, scared and tangled
in branches and floating debris. The victim
seemed to be struggling to keep his head
above the water and he was not wearing a life
jacket. Without hesitation, Trey and his cousin
jumped into the river, but the current pulled
them rapidly downstream. After fighting their
way back to shore, Trey again found a familiar
place along the river where he knew he could
reach the young boy. After jumping into the
river for a second time, Trey was able to
reach the young boy and pull him to safety.

I, too, grew up along this stretch of the Rac-
coon River and know that while still waters run
deep, lowa’s rambling river can turn vicious in
a moment’s notice. Trey is a hero for all of us
who swam the river.

Mr. Speaker, Trey is an lowan who has
made central lowa citizens very proud. He has
dedicated his young life to doing what is right
and not seeking such attention. But it is with
great honor that | recognize him today. | ask
that my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring Trey for his
courage. | thank him for his service and wish
him continued success in all his future en-
deavors.

———

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL
MINORITY HEALTH MONTH

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the importance of April as National
Minority Health Month.

As a senior member of the Congressional
Black Caucus and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Caucus for Women'’s Issues Task Force
on Women of Color, | have always believed
that access to quality health care should be a
universal right of all citizens.

National Minority Health Month is a time to
reflect and renew our shared dedication and
responsibility to eradicating racial disparities in
health.

Commemorated every year, National Minor-
ity Health Month is to heighten public aware-
ness of the importance of minimizing health
disparities and improve the health status of
minority populations.

National Minority Health Month was estab-
lished 14 years ago when Congress passed
H. Con. Res. 388, a concurrent resolution des-
ignating April as the month to “promote edu-
cational efforts on the health problems cur-
rently facing minorities and other health dis-
parity populations.”

H. Con. Res. 388 encouraged “all health or-
ganizations and Americans to conduct appro-
priate programs and activites to promote
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healthfulness in minority and other health dis-
parity communities.”

Mr. Speaker, the differences in places
where we live, work, and play frequently result
in inequalities in opportunities like quality
childcare and education, access to healthy
foods, and safe places to be physically active.

“National Minority Cancer Awareness
Week” is observed during the third full week
in April and directs attention to the fact that
cancer has a disproportionately severe impact
on minorities and the economically disadvan-
taged.

The rate of premature death (death before
age 75 years) from stroke and coronary heart
disease are higher among non-Hispanic
blacks than among whites.

In 2009, homicide rates were 263 percent
higher among males than females and 665
percent higher among non-Hispanic blacks
compared with non-Hispanic whites.

The motor vehicle-related death rate for
men is approximately 2.5 times that for
women.

In addition, the motor vehicle-related death
rate for American Indians and Alaska Natives
is more than twice as high as for other racial
and ethnic groups.

Tuberculosis rates declined among all racial
and ethnic minority groups and among both
U.S. and foreign-born persons from 2006 to
2010.

Rates of tuberculosis cases, however, re-
mained persistently higher among racial and
ethnic minority groups than among whites in
2010.

Obesity rates remain higher among racial
minorities than whites.

Non-Asian racial/ethnic minorities continue
to experience higher rates of human immuno-
deficiency virus (HIV) diagnoses than whites.

Diabetes prevalence is highest among
males, persons aged 65 years and older, non-
Hispanic blacks and those of mixed race, His-
panics, persons with less than high school
education, those who were poor, and those
with a disability.

During 2010, approximately 40 percent His-
panic adults and 25 percent of non-Hispanic
black adults were classified as uninsured.

In my district, two outstanding organizations,
African-American Breast Cancer Outreach and
Gateway to Care, have dedicated themselves
to advocacy efforts for minority health.

The African-American Breast Cancer Out-
reach program received “models of achieve-
ment” awards from the Center for Research
on Minority Health of the University of Texas
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and Gateway
to Care was awarded special recognition for
its work to help uninsured and underinsured
residents acquire health care.

Mr. Speaker, National Minority Health Month
serves to remind each and every one of us of
the importance of addressing the very real ra-
cial and ethnic health disparities that still
plague our nation and to recognize and com-
mend those community organizations that do
yeoman work in eradicating them.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
on Monday, March 21, 2016, and Tuesday,
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March 22, 2016. | was therefore unable to
cast my vote on roll call vote nhumbers 130,
131, 132, 133, 134, and 135.

Had | been present for these votes, | would
have voted NAY on roll call votes 131 and
132.

Had | been present for these votes, | would
have voted YEA on roll call votes 130, 133,
134, and 135.

————

HONORING LEARNINGSPRING
SCHOOL

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as a father and a
former school teacher | can safely say there is
nothing more beautiful, or more fulfilling, than
watching a child learn and grow. Schools that
cultivate that growth, and allow their students
to reach above and beyond their potential are
an incredible asset to any community, and for
15 years the LearningSpring School in New
York City has done exactly that.

The story of LearningSpring, or LSS as it is
commonly known, is as special and unique as
the population it serves. In the fall of 2000, a
group of parents were faced with finding ap-
propriate placements for their children with Au-
tism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Disappointed
with the options presented to them, these par-
ents decided to create their own school, one
that would address all of their children’s aca-
demic, social, emotional, and therapeutic
needs. Their school would also be designed to
incorporate the families of the children as an
important partner in the education of their
child. The parents determined they needed to
start a foundation, not just a school, to
achieve all they had set out to achieve, and in
the fall of 2001, the LearningSpring Founda-
tion opened its first program, the
LearningSpring Elementary School.

Fifteen years later, LearningSpring has
flourished into one of the top schools in the
city. The LSS model celebrates the fact that
the children in the program are bright, but in
need of an educational environment that isn’t
exclusively focused on academic performance.
This holistic approach to education is one of
the reasons LSS has been a tremendous suc-
cess, helping hundreds of graduates with ASD
prepare to live wonderful, happy, and inde-
pendent lives.

| have personally seen all of the wonderful
work LSS does, and | have always been in-
credibly impressed with their approach to edu-
cation. This year, LSS is celebrating their 15th
Anniversary at their LearningSpring Blossoms
celebration, honoring their 2002 Seedling
Trustees. | want to congratulate those hon-
orees and the entire LearningSpring commu-
nity on the occasion.

——

HONORING MR. PAUL F. WOXLAND

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Paul F. Woxland, and to recognize
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the nearly twenty-five years of service that he
has given to our region as well as to the fed-
eral government in his work with the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development.

Mr. Woxland began his service with the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
in 1991, where he assumed a position as Di-
rector of the Minneapolis Multifamily Asset
Management Division and Satellite Office Co-
ordinator. In this role, Mr. Woxland was tasked
with the ultimate responsibility for physical,
managerial, and financial condition of every
HUD property within the region.

Mr. Woxland has also been instrumental in
the development and improvement of housing
in Minnesota and in our neighboring state of
Wisconsin. In this capacity, he has overseen
thousands of housing developments, working
diligently to provide all families with access to
one of our most basic yet most needed re-
sources, a safe space to call home. To that
end, Mr. Woxland has had a direct hand in
over one thousand affordable housing projects
in Minnesota, and over eight hundred projects
in Wisconsin. This staggering number of de-
velopments has had an immeasurable impact
upon the health of the region, and in partner-
ship has provided permanent housing to over
fifteen thousand households.

Mr. Woxland’s work with the Interagency
Stabilization Group has shown the true level of
his commitment to providing housing for very
low income residents. Mr. Woxland, through
this collaborative organization, has succeeded
in not only preserving but stabilizing affordable
housing in Minneapolis for thousands of low-
income residents. Some notable developments
this partnership has preserved are Ebenezer
Tower, Cecil Newman Plaza, and Riverside
Plaza, a local landmark that is honored in the
National Register of Historic Places.

To his colleagues and staff, he is regarded
as the leader of one of the most effective and
efficient HUD offices in the nation. Mr.
Woxland leaves a legacy at HUD of tireless
commitment and of service to our most under-
privileged. For that he deserves our gratitude.
He also leaves a legacy of touching countless
lives and fostering inclusive communities
throughout the region.

———

TRIBUTE TO DOLORES DIAZ-
CARREY—28TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Dolores Diaz-
Carrey, of Pasadena, California.

Born in Los Angeles, Dolores attended Sa-
cred Heart Elementary School and Sacred
Heart High School. She received her Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Spanish Literature from Holy
Names University and her Master's Degree in
Education from the University of Southern
California. In addition, Dolores obtained a
Counseling Credential from the University of
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California, Los Angeles and an Administrative
Credential from California State University,
Los Angeles.

A consummate educator, Ms. Diaz-Carrey’s
long career in education began as a teacher
at the elementary and junior high school levels
in Northern California, after which she moved
to Mexico City to teach. In 1969, Dolores
joined the Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) where she worked for 35 years. In
LAUSD’s Division of Adult and Career Edu-
cation, she worked in many capacities, includ-
ing as an ESL (English as a Second Lan-
guage) instructor, teacher advisor, counselor,
assistant principal, and principal. From 1973 to
1975, Ms. Diaz-Carrey was Executive Pro-
ducer of the first bilingual ESL television se-
ries for adults, “POCHTLAN", for which she
was awarded an Emmy from the Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences. From 1987 to
1998, she was Principal of Garfield Commu-
nity Adult School and while there, founded a
family literacy program for adults and their
children. In 1998, Dolores became Director of
the Adult Instructional Services Unit where she
was responsible for overseeing the develop-
ment and implementation of all the curricula
for adults, including ESL, high school diploma,
basic education, parenting, and nursing pro-
grams—during this time, she was also Pro-
gram Director of the Community Based
English Tutoring program.

Dolores is a longtime member of the East
Los Angeles Rotary Club, where she serves
as the Rotarian advisor for a youth club, and
is the incoming club president. In 2011, she
received the Rotarian Foundation District
Service Award. Dolores is a member and past
President of the San Rafael Library Associ-
ates, a support group for the San Rafael Li-
brary in Pasadena, and is a generous sup-
porter of the arts, including the Los Angeles
Music and Art School, and the Youth Orches-
tra Los Angeles.

A forty-year resident of Pasadena, Dolores
enjoys traveling, daily walks with her dog,
Dodger, long-distance cycling, and attending
Los Angeles Philharmonic concerts and
events at the Hollywood Bowl.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Dolores Diaz-Carrey, for
her extraordinary service to the community.

TRIBUTE TO KELSEY DEVORE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 11, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kelsey
Devore of Chariton, lowa, as one of lowa’s
2016 Heroes of the Heartland, sponsored by
the American Red Cross of Greater lowa.

Each year, the American Red Cross serving
greater lowa honors individuals for their acts
of great bravery, dedication and service to the
community. The winners are nominated by
their peers, highlighting lowa’s most compas-
sionate and caring individuals. These extraor-
dinary people commit actions which dem-
onstrate the potential heroism and kindness
which is in all of us. Heroes of the Heartland
reflect the values and vision of the American
Red Cross, leaving a positive impact on cen-
tral lowa.
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