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This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Schneider. Their commitment
to engaging friends, colleagues, local resi-
dents, businesses, stakeholders across the
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
source. The region’s unique geological forma-
tions will play host for the world’s scientists for
years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from
Northern California and beyond.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Schneider to further our
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had |
been present for the vote on H.R. 4314, the
Counterterrorism Screening and Assistance
Act of 2016, as amended (Roll Call No. 130),
| would have voted “aye.”

The bill would require the State Department
and other federal agencies to develop a plan
that boosts the ability of U.S. allies to block
international travel of terrorists and foreign
fighters and to accelerate the transfer to part-
ner nations of certain U.S. systems that help
identify terrorists and other high-risk individ-
uals. It also would establish minimum inter-
national border security standards and allows
the suspension of U.S. foreign aid to nations
that fail to make significant efforts to comply
with those minimum standards.

HONORING JOSE GONZALEZ

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and
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Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize
and honor Mr. Gonzalez for his great contribu-
tion to the designation of the Berryessa Snow
Mountain  Monument by President Barack
Obama on July 10, 2015.

This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr Gonzalez. Their commitment
to engaging friends, colleagues, local resi-
dents, businesses, stakeholders across the
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from
Northern California and beyond.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Gonzalez to further our
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on March
21, 2016, on Roll Call No. 130 on the Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4314,
Counterterrorism Screening and Assistance
Act of 2016, as amended, | am not recorded.
Had | been present, | would have voted YEA
on H.R. 4314.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
THE VICTIMS OF THE TER-
RORIST ATTACKS IN BRUSSELS
AND SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEO-
PLE OF BELGIUM

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 22, 2016
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to

remember the innocent victims who lost their
lives, and those who were seriously injured,
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this morning in the barbaric attacks per-
petrated by terrorists in Brussels, Belgium.

Our hearts and prayers are with the families
and loved ones of the victims and our thanks
and appreciation go to the first responders
who selflessly came to the aid of their fellow
members of the human family.

Brussels will emerge from today’s attacks
stronger than ever and more firmly committed
to the values and principles that have made it
SO great.

And as Brussels recovers and responds, |
hope its people take comfort in the certain
knowledge that the people of the United
States stand in solidarity with them.

Today’s attacks are a reminder of the com-
mon danger the free, democratic, and peace
loving nations of the world face from those
who reject the norms of civilized society and
abuse the liberties and freedoms afforded
them by free societies.

Those responsible for today’s crime against
humanity should make no mistake; they will be
held to account in this life and the next.

But today our thoughts and prayers are with
the people of Brussels, which represents ev-
erything terrorists despise: a symbol of the
modern world where persons of differing
faiths, creeds, races, and cultures live together
in peace, harmony, and freedom.

That symbol is recognizable to Americans
because it also represents the American heart
and spirit.

The terrorist attacks in Brussels were hor-
rific acts on innocent civilians perpetrated by
depraved individuals who misuse the peaceful
religion of Islam for their own misguided pur-
poses.

Their horrible and heinous acts are their re-
sponsibility, and theirs alone, and for which
they can be assured that they alone will be
held accountable.

But that will come another day; today | ask
a moment of silence for the victims killed and
injured in the terrorist attacks in Brussels.

HONORING PAUL SPITLER

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 22, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize
and honor Paul Spitler for his great contribu-
tion to the designation of the Berryessa Snow
Mountain Monument by President Barack
Obama on July 10, 2015.

This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Spitler. Their commitment to
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents,
businesses, stakeholders across the country,
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to
achieve permanent protection was critical to
the establishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to
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enjoy this landmark that is now forever open
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from
Northern California and beyond.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
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parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
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system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Spitler to further our mu-
tual goal of preserving our nation’s great open
spaces, and we look forward to collaborating
in the future.
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