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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

BLEEDING DISORDERS
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, March
2016 marks the 30th anniversary of President
Ronald Reagan’s one-time declaration of
March 1986 as Hemophilia Awareness Month.
The goal of Bleeding Disorders Awareness
Month, as we now call it, is to augment aware-
ness of hemophilia and all inheritable bleeding
disorders, which unfortunately have no cure in
sight. These incurable, hereditary disorders af-
fect millions of Americans each day. Roughly
1 milion Americans suffer from Von
Willebrand disease (VMD), a genetic bleeding
disorder which prevents blood from clotting
properly due to a defective blood protein, and
around 20,000 are affected by hemophilia, a
rare genetic bleeding disorder that prevents
blood from clotting properly—for people with
hemophilia, a simple cut can be life-threat-
ening. Consequently, treatment is costly; it in-
volves life-long infusions of clotting factor
therapies which serve as a replacement for
missing or deficient blood clotting proteins.

Although treatment for Americans affected
by bleeding disorders can be costly, it has im-
proved immensely. Given the tremendous ad-
vances in treating hemophilia, with proper
treatment and self-care, most people with he-
mophilia can maintain an active, productive
lifestyle. However, the costs of treatment for
individuals with inherited bleeding disorders
can still be improved with increased aware-
ness, research, and education.

For instance, the CDC Division of Blood
Disorders conducts Hemophilia Treatment
Center research and this research recently re-
sulted in a more effective test for inhibitors, a
complication of hemophilia. Medical innova-
tions like this are made possible through ex-
tensive research and are an effective means
to reduce treatment costs and increase diag-
noses for individuals with hemophilia and re-
lated inherited blood issues. Awareness, re-
search, and education are some of the most
effective ways to improve care for Americans
with inherited bleeding disorders and Bleeding
Disorders Awareness Month helps elevate all
three.

——————

HONORING CSUCI PRESIDENT DR.
RICHARD RUSH

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize Dr. Richard R. Rush,
a remarkable visionary and extraordinary lead-
er in our community. Dr. Rush has served as
the inaugural President of California State Uni-

versity Channel Islands for the past 15 years,
and has dedicated himself to higher education
as both an educator and administrator for over
40 years. As the founding President of Cali-
fornia State University Channel Islands, Dr.
Rush played a vital role in the growth and de-
velopment of Ventura County’s first four-year
public university.

Since his first day as President, Dr. Rush
has sought to ensure that the students of Cali-
fornia State University Channel Islands receive
a world-class college education. Dr. Rush de-
veloped programs that have positively shaped
the identity and commitment of the university
to students of all socioeconomic backgrounds.
Thanks to his outreach to underserved stu-
dents in the community, California State Uni-
versity Channel Islands earned the federal
designation of a Hispanic-Serving Institution.

Furthermore, a cornerstone of Dr. Rush’s
time at California State University Channel Is-
lands has been building meaningful and sig-
nificant partnerships throughout the commu-
nity. From forging relationships with Cottage
Hospital, which led to the expansion of the
nursing program, to developing a cooperative
agreement with the Channel Islands National
Park, which began the establishment of the
Santa Rosa Island Research Station, Dr. Rush
has been a strong leader in creating local
working partnerships that will continue on as
his legacy. Acting as a collaborative relation-
ship builder, he sought partnerships with busi-
nesses in the community to ensure a strong
curriculum and create greater learning oppor-
tunities for students.

Dr. Rush exemplifies true visionary leader-
ship and is a treasure to our community.
Throughout his lifetime dedication to higher
education, Dr. Rush has been recognized with
accolades regionally and nationally, including
the National Association of Student Personnel
Administrators’ President’'s Award, the Cali-
fornia State Student Association’s President of
the Year Award, and the Distinguished Com-
munity Leader Award from the Ventura County
Leadership Academy.

| graciously applaud Dr. Rush for his dedi-
cation to California State University Channel
Islands, and to Ventura County as a whole. It
has been my great honor to work with Dr.
Rush throughout the years. The legacy Dr.
Rush has built extends past the university and
well into the roots of our community. | thank
him for being instrumental in creating an insti-
tution of higher education in Ventura County
that will educate generations to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, March
14 and Tuesday, March 15, | was unavoidably
detained in my Congressional district. As a re-
sult, | missed the following recorded votes:

On roll call Number 111, passage of S.
2426, had | been present | would have voted
“ves.”

On roll call Number 112, passage of House
Concurrent Resolution 75. As a cosponsor,
had | been present | would have voted “yes.”

On roll call Number 113, passage of House
Concurrent Resolution 121. As a strong sup-
porter, had | been present | would have voted
“yes.”

| am pleased that my colleagues in the
House voted unanimously to condemn those
who commit genocide against Christians, and
call these actions exactly what they are, war
crimes. It is my sincere desire that both
houses of Congress and the President would
speak and act with a unified voice against the
atrocities that are being committed against
Christians in the Middle East by the Islamic
State and other terrorist organizations on a
daily basis.

On roll call Number 114, ordering the pre-
vious question of House Resolution 640, had
| been present | would have voted “yes.”

On roll call Number 115, agreeing to House
Resolution 640, had | been present | would
have voted “yes.”

On roll call Number 116, passage of H.R.
2081, had | been present | would have voted
“ves.”

On roll call Number 117, passage of H.R.
3447, had | been present | would have voted
“yes.”

On roll call Number 118, adoption of an
amendment to H.R. 3797, had | been present
| would have voted “no.”

On roll call Number 119, adoption of an
amendment to H.R. 3797, had | been present
| would have voted “no.”

On roll call Number 120, adoption of an
amendment to H.R. 3797, had | been present
| would have voted “no.”

On roll call Number 121, adoption of an
amendment to H.R. 3797, had | been present
| would have voted “no.”

On roll call Number 122, motion to recommit
H.R. 3797 with instructions, had | been
present | would have voted “no.”

On roll call Number 123, passage of H.R.
3797, had | been present | would have voted
“yes.”

————

VETERANS WHO RETURN HOME
WITH THE MENTAL WOUNDS OF
WAR

SPEECH OF

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, last year, Congress took an impor-
tant step towards improving mental health
services for our veterans. The Clay Hunt Sui-
cide Prevention for American Veterans Act
was a landmark, bipartisan effort that im-
proved suicide prevention programs and men-
tal health care at the Department of Veterans
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Affairs (VA). | was proud to cosponsor and to
vote in support of that legislation, but more
needs to be done.

You do not have to look hard to see the
need for critical mental health care and serv-
ices for our veterans. Among servicemembers
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, nearly
20% suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) or depression, and during deployment,
18.5% report experiencing a traumatic brain
injury (TBI). However, only 50% of
servicemembers seek treatment. As a member
of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, |
am working tirelessly to help those returning
from the battlefield who face these mental
health challenges.

Mr. Speaker, Congress can combat PTSD
and TBI through greater awareness, preven-
tion, and research. We can work with the VA
and interested stakeholders to take common-
sense steps to address staffing shortages, im-
prove family support services, and increase
access to services during non-business hours.

Likewise, we need to allow our veterans the
freedom to receive mental health care at non-
VA facilities. We cannot allow bureaucracy to
stand in the way of veterans receiving the crit-
ical treatment and services they need. H.R.
1604, the Veterans Mental Health Care Ac-
cess Act, introduced by Congressman MAC-
ARTHUR, would do just that. | am proud to co-
sponsor this legislation.

Congressman ZELDIN has introduced H.R.
4513, the PFC Joseph P. Dwyer Veteran Peer
Support Program, to provide 24/7 peer-to-peer
mental health services for veterans, reservists,
and National Guardsmen. Our men and
women in uniform deserve a strong support
system, and this is one way we can ensure
they have a trusted sense of community
whenever they need it.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on March
14, 2016, on Roll Call Number 111 on the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass S. 2426,
To direct the Secretary of State to develop a
strategy to obtain observer status for Taiwan
in the International Criminal Police Organiza-
tion, and for other purposes, | am not re-
corded. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on S. 2426.

On March 14, 2016, on Roll Call Number
112 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree, as Amended, to H. Con. Res. 75, Ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that those
who commit or support atrocities against
Christians and other ethnic and religious mi-
norities and who target them specifically for
ethnic or religious reasons, are committing,
and are hereby declared to be committing,
“war crimes”, “crimes against humanity”, and
“genocide”, | am not recorded. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on H. Con.
Res. 75.

On March 14, 2016, on Roll Call Number
113 on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Agree, as Amended, to H. Con. Res. 121, Ex-
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pressing the sense of the Congress con-
demning the gross violations of international
law amounting to war crimes and crimes
against humanity by the Government of Syria,
its allies, and other parties to the conflict in
Syria, | am not recorded. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on H. Con. Res.
121.

————

AN INFORMAL TREATISE ON
IMMIGRATION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Conor Devlin attends Thompkins School in
Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: An Informal
Treatise on Immigration.

Something that has been plaguing my
mind, most of western Europe, and this pres-
idential cycle, is immigration. Initially, let
me delineate ‘‘refugees’ and economic mi-
grants because many people, especially the
authoritarian left, like to use a sweeping
generalization and label them all refugees
when they are clearly not. Refugees are peo-
ple who are forced to leave their country due
to war, extreme persecution and natural dis-
asters. An excellent example would be the
Kurds in northern Iraq, who are currently in
battle with the Turks, ISIS, and Russia, and
the middle eastern Christians who are being
executed and forcibly converted by ISIS and
Islamic regimes. These people are the em-
bodiment of refugees; the Kurds are fleeing
from war and persecution and the Christians
are fleeing from extreme persecution and
discrimination. On the other hand we have
the economic migrants who are abandoning
their countries and arriving at the border of
Europe by the thousands. These, predomi-
nately male muslims, have no desire to as-
similate into Europe despite what many of
Europe’s leaders may think, and they simply
arrive wanting to receive benefits and free
money from the European governments who
seem all so willing to give them.

The issue stems from the seemingly un-
willingness on behalf of many leaders in the
EU who simply do not want to be branded as
racists for proposing the idea that intro-
ducing a population of people who are an-
tagonistic and loathe the European culture
could possibly be a bad idea. The word rac-
ism thus becomes the metaphorical
boogeyman who all politicians seek to avoid
as the ruinous label will practically cut
short their career. With this in mind it is
easily understandable why so many people
seem to reject common sense when dealing
with a crisis of such a scale as this. If they
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speak out they will be silenced and utterly
destroyed by their supposed friends and their
own media. An atmosphere of fear has al-
lowed the migrant crisis to take hold of all
of Europe and install a brand new culture of
violence and danger—something not yet wit-
nessed in the largely peaceful and safe con-
tinent.

Another reason the crisis is still occurring
is due to politicians enthrallment with the
idea of cultural relativism. Cultural rel-
ativism is the idea that all cultures are
seemingly equal ergo importing all of these
middle eastern men will have no negative ef-
fects on society because their culture, where
women are gang raped beaten and Kkilled,
where gays are killed, and where followers of
other religions are persecuted, is seemingly
equal to egalitarian free western culture.
But it is not, their culture is degenerate and
incompatible with western culture.

Censorship and cultural relativism are
leading the way to a disastrous future in Eu-
rope and in order to see what lies ahead for
the US one would need to simply gaze across
the pond at our embattled allies.

RECOGNIZING JAN TULK

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO and | rise today
to recognize Jan Tulk, who recently retired
after 30 years of dedicated service with Law-
rence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL)
and SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory.

After years of service at the California
Coastal Commission, Jan began as LLNL’s
first environmental attorney in 1985. In 1994,
she was named Laboratory Counsel, man-
aging a staff of 25 and offering advice and
representation to senior managers on a wide
range of complex legal issues.

In 2001, Jan became Associate Director for
Administration and Human Resources while
also retaining her Laboratory Counsel position
for another three years. In this new role she
led a staff of about 340 employees fulfilling all
of the lab’s personnel and administrative func-
tions.

In 2007, Jan was named Senior Advisor to
the Director and Special Counsel—a member
of the senior management team giving advice
on a variety of issues while also providing
support in environmental law and litigation.

In 2012, Jan moved to SLAC to lead the
Contract Management Group and the Re-
search Partnership and Commercialization Of-
fice. In 2013, she became the lab’s Chief of
Staff, helping director Dr. Chi-Chang Kao work
efficiently with SLAC staff and key stake-
holders. She also played a major role in
SLAC’s transformation over the last few years
and, being one of the few female leaders in
the Department of Energy national laboratory
system, Jan championed diversity and inclu-
sion in the lab.

We rise today to recognize Jan Tulk’s dec-
ades of service to these institutions which
push our knowledge and our technology ever
forward. She has been an invaluable asset,
and we wish her the very best in her well-
earned retirement.
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