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the Home and Garden Show Committee, Jim
undoubtedly has the experience and service-
minded approach necessary to lead PBA in its
noble mission. | am also pleased to highlight
that Jim is the first Blair County builder to be
elected to this office since 1972, a fact that
our communities can take pride in. | have
complete faith that Jim will put his 26 years of
building experience to work in representing
this critical industry and all those who rely on
affordable housing to pursue their version of
the American Dream.

On behalf of the citizens of the Ninth District
of Pennsylvania, | want to thank Mr. Jim
Brown for continuing his service to our com-
munity and congratulate him for being elected
President of the PBA.

——————

TRIBUTE TO KAREN BARNETT—
28TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Karen Barnett, of
Atwater Village, a unique neighborhood in Los
Angeles, California.

A Los Angeles native, Karen has lived in
Atwater Village for the past 14 years. In pur-
suing her education, Karen chose to stay local
and attended Art Center College of Design in
Pasadena. Today, her experience as a de-
signer provides a unique perspective on im-
proving her community and neighborhood.

Currently, Karen Barnett is a member of the
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council. She
serves as Chair of the Atwater Village Neigh-
borhood Council River Committee, which she
initiated because of her concerns regarding
the present and possible future uses of the
Los Angeles River. In this capacity, Karen has
dedicated many hours finding ways to get the
community involved in possible projects along
Atwater Village’s four mile section of the Los
Angeles River.

Ms. Barnett has been a steadfast advocate
for the environment and for the Los Angeles
River. Under Karen’s direction and with the
approval of the Atwater Village Neighborhood
Council Board, the Atwater Village Neighbor-
hood Council River Committee applied for a
National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Con-
servation Assistance Program technical serv-
ice grant. As a result of the Committee’s hard
work and dedication, Atwater Village was
awarded the Atwater Village East Bank River
Way grant, which will help map the area and
identify locations for possible projects.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an exceptional woman of California’s
28th Congressional District, Karen Barnett, for
her extraordinary service to the community.
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THE CONTINUING ROLE OF WOMEN
IN THE VOTING RIGHTS MOVE-
MENT

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today, in honor of Restoration Tuesday and
March being Women’s History month; | rise to
acknowledge the role of women in the con-
tinuing battle for protecting our constitutional
right to vote.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was only
made possible because of the brave men and
women who marched,—and were willing to die
for voting equality as they crossed the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge on Bloody Sunday. More-
over, the narrative of the battle for voting
rights in America is incomplete without the
story of the strong contributions of the women
who helped to advance these efforts. Nearly a
decade has passed since Congress reauthor-
ized the Voting Rights Act of 1965 in July
2006. This reauthorization not only continued
to guarantee protections against modern day
voting barriers, it elevated three mothers of
the civil rights movement in its title: Fannie
Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott
King. Honoring these great women who fought
for equality and justice, this reauthorization
stamped a day in time where both parties
were able to come together and show over-
whelming support for the most essential right
on which this great democracy was founded,
the right to vote.

However, when the Supreme Court struck
down Section 4 pre-clearance and federal pro-
tection for vulnerable communities in 2013, a
number of states, including Alabama, passed
restrictive laws designed to suppress the vote.
It is imperative that we remain ever vigilant in
upholding the legacy, not only of the historic
women for which the reauthorization of the Act
was named, but of the three women who sat
on the Supreme Court bench and gave dis-
senting opinions following the tragic Section 4
strike down.

Whether protesting from the streets or the
Supreme Court bench, women have long
played a vital role in the movement for voting
rights in America’s history. As we celebrate
the rich history of women in politics during
Women’s History Month, we honor the convic-
tion and determination of women like Susan B.
Anthony and Amelia Boynton Robinson who
fought relentlessly for equality for the ultimate
benefit of our country as a whole. When
women succeed, America succeeds and Con-
gress should honor the fight and sacrifice by
passing the Voting Rights Advancement Act of
2016.

Fannie Lou Hamer is famous for stating
what so many were feeling then and still feel
now when she said—"“l am sick and tired of
being sick and tired.” Like the brave women of
our past, we all need to be sick and tired of
injustice and inequality. On this Restoration
Tuesday, we honor the women who cham-
pioned the cause of protection of our sacred
and fundamental right to the polls.

March 15, 2016

WELCOME HOME VIETNAM
VETERANS DAY COMMEMORATION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s
Vietnam War Commemoration gives us the
opportunity for all Americans to recognize,
honor, and thank our Vietnam Veterans and
their families for their service and sacrifices
during the Vietnam War from November 1,
1955 through May 15, 1975.

Over 9,000 organizations across America
have joined with the Department of Defense
as a Commemorative Partner to honor our Na-
tion’s Vietnam Veterans, including Benjamin
Mills Chapter, NSDAR,; the lllinois State Orga-
nization, NSDAR; and the National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution.

This year's commemoration includes nine
million Americans, approximately 7.2 million of
them living today, and makes no distinction as
to who served in-country, in-theater, or was
stationed elsewhere during those 20 years—
all answered the call of duty.

Veterans’ Affairs Secretary Robert A.
McDonald has designated March 29, 2016,
the last day that U.S. troops were on the
ground in Vietnam, as a day to honor those
who have “borne the battle”, and to extend
gratitude and appreciation to them and their
families.

Alan Gaffner, the Mayor of the City of
Greenville, has also proclaimed March 29,
2016 as: WELCOME HOME VIETNAM VET-
ERANS DAY in Greenville, lllinois. | stand with
Major Gaffner and my constituents in Green-
vile as we humbly thank our Vietham Vet-
erans for their service and sacrifice.

———
CONGRATULATING LOGAN
MORIARITY FOR HIS FIRST

PLACE WIN IN THE 2016 MIS-
SOURI STATE WRESTLING CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Logan Moriarity for his first place
win in the 2016 Class 4, 170 pound weight
class, Missouri State Wrestling Championship.

Logan and his coach should be commended
for all of their hard work throughout this past
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to Jefferson City High School and
their local community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Logan
for a job well done.



March 15, 2016

CONGRATULATING MRS. PEGGY J.

BOSMA-LAMASCUS ON A SUC-
CESSFUL 34-YEAR CAREER AT
PATRIOT FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mrs. Peggy J. Bosma-LaMascus,
the former President and CEO of Patriot Fed-
eral Credit Union, on a distinguished career
and a well-deserved retirement.

Mrs. Bosma-LaMascus began her career
with Letterkenny Federal Credit Union, the
predecessor to Patriot Federal Credit Union, in
1982. Under Peggy’s subsequent leadership,
the credit union grew from $26 million in as-
sets to over $520 million, which has put Pa-
triot in the top 5 percent of all credit unions in
the country in terms of assets. In addition to
implementing beneficial mortgage, lending,
and wealth management programs and proc-
esses, Peggy always made sure to keep the
credit union’s focus on member service and
convenience. What is possibly even more im-
pressive than her tremendous accomplish-
ments is the way she remained committed to
having a positive impact on people’s lives and
the lives of their families. | believe her trust in
the credit union philosophy “Not for Profit, Not
for Charity, But for Service” is truly worth high-
lighting and celebrating.

Additionally, many know that Peggy played
a significant role in the 1990s to save jobs at
the Letterkenny Army Depot, as the Depart-
ment of Defense pursued a Base Realignment
and Closure. It was to acknowledge the
Letterkenny Army Depot’s missile repair capa-
bilities that Peggy urged the credit union to
change its name to Patriot Federal Credit
Union.

What's more, Peggy has also made time to
serve several community boards and organi-
zations like the Downtown Chambersburg and
Chambersburg United Way, and the Greater
Chambersburg Area Chamber of Commerce.
It was in 2006 that the Greater Chambersburg
Area Chamber of Commerce named her
Businessperson of the Year. Peggy has addi-
tionally played a notable role in advancing
credit unions by serving many state and fed-
eral level organizations.

On behalf of the Ninth District of Pennsyl-
vania, | want to thank Mrs. Peggy J. Bosma-
LaMascus for her dedication to making our
communities not only stronger financially but
also richer in personal service and community
spirit. Her leadership and dedication to Penn-
sylvanians is to be commended, and her re-
tirement is well-deserved.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL AG
DAY

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
March 15th, in honor of National Ag Day and

the hardworking farmers in the First District of
lowa.
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lowa continues to make enormous contribu-
tions to the U.S. Our farmers feed our nation,
fuel our cars, and nourish our livestock.

With ninety percent of the available land
used for agriculture, lowa is the number one
producer of soy and corn in the country and
continues to rank high in the production of
many more commodities, including beef and
pork, and trails behind only California in terms
of total value for agricultural production.

| commend and thank the hardworking farm-
ers of lowa who continue to produce record
crops and embrace new technologies and
practices.

| encourage everyone to thank a farmer
today for their contributions to our nation and
look forward to the advancement of agriculture
across the U.S.

———

DEVELOPING A STRATEGY TO OB-
TAIN OBSERVER STATUS FOR
TAIWAN IN THE INTERNATIONAL

CRIMINAL POLICE ORGANIZA-
TION
SPEECH OF
HON. MATT SALMON
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise in
support of Senate Bill 2426, which is the Sen-
ate companion to my bill H.R. 1853 that
passed the House earlier this year. This bill di-
rects the Administration to work to bring Tai-
wan in to the International Criminal Police Or-
ganization, also known as INTERPOL.

Taiwan is an important U.S. ally and | have
long been a supporter of the government and
people of Taiwan. In fact, | was lucky enough
to serve a mission for my church in Taiwan
and grew to love the Taiwanese people for
their core values, democratic standards, open-
market principles, and peaceful way of life.

While in Congress, | have worked hard to
facilitate policies that encourage Taiwan’s con-
tinued vibrancy, to provide an example of
hope and democracy around the world. Al-
though Taiwan has proven to be a faithful,
global partner for those in need, China seeks
to marginalize Taiwan’s role in the world. As
such, | have pursued ways to further include
Taiwan in the global community for its own
good, but perhaps more importantly, for the
benefit of the global community.

Today, nearly every country is confronting
threats of terrorism and international criminal
organizations. Yet at a time when it is more
important than ever that countries commu-
nicate about these ongoing threats, Taiwan is
barred from directly participating. This is short
sighted and must be addressed. For that rea-
son, | introduced legislation to direct the Presi-
dent to develop a strategy to obtain observer
status for Taiwan in INTERPOL, so that it can
more fully engage in the international law en-
forcement community. The goal is to increase
participation with important global actors to
share information on international criminals,
and together bring them to justice and protect
would-be victims.

| was pleased that after my legislation
passed the House unanimously last year, Sen-
ator GARDNER took up the cause and passed
his companion bill, S. 2426, through the Sen-
ate. | wholeheartedly support this bill’s final
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passage so that we can send this important,
pro-security bill to the President for his signa-
ture. | encourage all Members to support this
legislation.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS J.
KEENEY, THE 2016 GREATER

WILKES-BARRE FRIENDLY SONS
OF SAINT PATRICK MAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Thomas J. Keeney, who was
named 2016 Man of the Year from the Greater
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick.
Tom received his award from the Friendly
Sons on Friday, March 11.

Born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, Tom’s
family traveled a great deal throughout his
youth, as a result of Tom’s father, Donald,
serving as a Major in the U.S. Army. In 1964,
Tom graduated from Coughlin High School
and served in the U.S. Air Force from 1965 to
1969. While in the Air Force, Tom was an air-
craft mechanic and maintained the F100D/F
fighter aircraft. After leaving the service, Tom
entered the Plumber Apprentice training pro-
gram offered by Plumbers Local 147 and
began working as a contractor in the construc-
tion industry. Tom also served as a Reserve
member of the U.S. Army, while working as a
plumber, pipefitter, and welder. He served a
variety of units as a Combat Medic 91B. He
remained in the Army serving for 27 years,
achieving the rank of Master Sergeant E8.

Today, Tom resides in Plains, Pennsylvania
and is a retired master plumbing and heating
contractor. He is the father of two children,
Patrick and Maurita, and has three grand-
children. He is a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 302 and served the organiza-
tion in many capacities, from Grand Knight to
Faithful Navigator. He is also the past Com-
mander of Alhamar Caravan Number 4 Order
of the Alhambra and is an active member of
Ancient Order of Hibernians, the American Le-
gion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and re-
mains active in many other community organi-
zations.

It is an honor to recognize Thomas Keeney
for receiving the Greater Wilkes-Barre Friendly
Sons Man of the Year Award for 2016. | am
grateful for his extensive service to our nation.
| wish him the best as he and the Friendly
Sons celebrate his many civic achievements.

———

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF ROBERT J. HAND

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate and recognize the service of Mr.
Robert J. Hand’s thirty year career dedicated
to public service. Until his recent retirement,
Mr. Hand served as the Executive Director for
Resources for Independence, Central Valley
(RICV) for the past ten years. RICV is a non-
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