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Township Police Department before joining the
New Jersey State Police. Sean was known by
fellow officers for his upbeat and positive spir-
it, and his ability to overcome any obstacle in
his way.

Trooper Cullen sacrificed precious time with
his fiancée and son to protect and serve those
in need. He was fatally struck by an oncoming
vehicle while responding to an accident.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
honored by the selfless dedication displayed
by Sean Cullen. He was a true hero, who put
his life in harm’s way to protect and serve
those in need. It is with a heavy heart that |
rise before the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to commemorate his career and
life, and recognize the lasting legacy that he
has left behind.

——————

STEVEN LANTSBERGER RETIRES
FROM THE CITY OF HESPERIA

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of Steven Lantsberger who will be re-
tiring from the City of Hesperia after 18 years
of service. Mr. Lantsberger is the Director of
the city’s Economic Development Department.

Mr. Lantsberger has spent nearly 30 years
in the fields of economic development and re-
development. He spearheaded Hesperia’s
successful efforts to create an Enterprise Zone
and Recycling Market Development Zone. His
innovative thinking has led to the creation of
thousands of jobs in northern and southern
California.

Mr. Lantsberger holds numerous profes-
sional certifications, including Economic Devel-
opment Finance Professional, Housing Devel-
opment Finance Professional, and Real Estate
Broker and Appraiser. | want to thank Mr.
Lantsberger for his years of service to the City
of Hesperia and its citizens. His contributions
will undoubtedly have a lasting impact on the
people he served. | wish him the best of luck
as he enters the newest chapter of his life.

——

TRIBUTE TO LINDA S. PURA—28TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Linda S. Pura, of
Los Feliz, a unique neighborhood in Los An-
geles, California.

Born in New Jersey, Linda attended
Skidmore College and New Jersey City Uni-
versity for her registered nursing degree and
teaching credential, and California State Uni-
versity, Northridge, where she obtained her
Master’s of Public Administration Degree.
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Linda’s illustrious forty-two year career as a
registered nurse, health care educator and
nursing manager began at Bayonne Hospital
in Bayonne, New Jersey. After moving to Cali-
fornia, she was a critical care instructor for
seventeen years at Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-
ter in Los Angeles, and then clinical manager
of their blood donor facility, where she was re-
sponsible for blood donations and stem cell
collection patient care. Linda provided, devel-
oped and coordinated educational programs
and education needs assessments for over
400 primary care clinicians for the California
Department of Health Care Services’ Los An-
geles County Cancer Detention Program,
“Every Woman Counts.” In addition, Mrs. Pura
acted as the Consumer Representative for the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA)
National Mammography Quality Assurance
Advisory Committee, where she advised the
FDA in the development of quality standards
for mammography facilities and accrediting
bodies, and developed procedures to monitor
compliance with standards and mechanisms to
investigate consumer complaints.

A tireless advocate for women’s breast
health, Linda co-founded the Susan G. Komen
Los Angeles County affiliate, an organization
that provides funding for breast cancer edu-
cation and outreach, and breast health serv-
ices in the Los Angeles County communities.
Linda has participated in multiple aspects of
the organization, including serving as Board
President, Race for the Cure Chairperson, and
on the Education and Grants Committees, and
is currently a member of their speakers’ bu-
reau, their metastatic breast cancer committee
and the Race for the Cure committee. One of
Mrs. Pura’s major achievements was the de-
sign and organization of breast cancer diag-
nostic centers funded by Susan G. Komen Los
Angeles County for symptomatic women and
men. For her efforts, Linda received the na-
tional organization’s Jill Ireland Award for Vol-
unteerism.

Linda and her husband, Marshall Pura, have
been Los Feliz residents for almost fifty years.
Married for nearly half a century, they have
one daughter and two granddaughters.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Linda S. Pura, for her ex-
traordinary service to the community.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF HENRIETTA LACKS

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to celebrate Mrs. Henrietta Lacks, whose
family knew her as a phenomenal woman.
Decades after her death, the world now knows
her phenomenal life-giving contributions.

Mrs. Lacks could hardly have known the im-
pact her life would have. She grew up humbly
in rural Virginia, moving as a young mother
with her husband Day to find opportunity in
Baltimore. The Lacks family continued to grow
until she received her fateful diagnosis. The
doctors at Johns Hopkins attempted to treat
her cervical cancer, but were unable to save
her life.

Of course, that is not the end of the story.
In fact, her story is still being told through her
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immortal cells, the first to replicate indefinitely,
providing clinicians with an invaluable re-
source for their medical research.

In her lifetime, Henrietta Lacks never wit-
nessed a man land on the moon. She could
have hardly imagined that her cells would trav-
el in space to help determine the effects of
zero gravity.

Mrs. Lacks died decades before the dis-
covery of AIDS. And still, her cells have con-
tributed to treatments for those living with HIV.

That is immortality. This woman, who gave
so much to her family in life, continues to give
in her death.

As we celebrate her contributions, we must
also acknowledge that they were not freely
given. As an African-American woman of few
means, she was not afforded in life the re-
spect that she deserved. Her cells were used
without her knowledge or her consent.

In fact, Henrietta Lacks’ family did not know
that her cells had been cultivated until re-
searchers contacted them 25 years after her
death requesting additional genetic material.

How could they have known the lengths her
cells had traveled? Or the fortunes they had
made?

It is tragic that the gift that Henrietta Lacks
gave the world was really not a gift at all.

Still, the Lacks family continues to give.
They have not shared in the riches that the
Hela cells have made possible. But they have
reclaimed their privacy rights, working in co-
operation with the National Institutes of Health
to control access to their family’s genetic
code. Today, their experience informs discus-
sions of bioethics and patient consent.

Truly, there will never be another Henrietta
Lacks. This phenomenal woman left a legacy
of generosity and humility in her remarkable
family. 1 am proud to introduce a resolution
today in the House of Representatives to
honor Mrs. Henrietta Lacks.

This Women’s History Month, | am honored
to recognize Mrs. Henrietta Lacks, her life,
and her remarkable place in history. On behalf
of a grateful nation, thank you to the Lacks
family for the countless ways you have en-
riched our lives.

HONORING LILLIE KAY MITCHELL
HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Lilie Kay Mitchell on being
named the 2016 Germantown, Tennessee
Lions Club Citizen of the Year. This award is
indeed a fitting tribute for all the time and sac-
rifice that Ms. Mitchell has made on behalf of
the people of Germantown and all of Shelby
County, Tennessee.

After graduating from Leadership German-
town in 2004, Ms. Mitchell has become an ac-
tive member of the Alumni Association, includ-
ing serving as the organization’s secretary in
2010. She has spearheaded multiple projects
including the annual Neighborhood Associa-
tion Seminar, thus putting her experience of
founding the Neshoba North Neighborhood
Association to practical use for the betterment
of our community.

For the last 10 years, Ms. Mitchell has been
a member of Germantown Public Safety Edu-
cation Commission, including serving as Chair
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for five years. Along with completing both her
CPR and CERT training, she launched Ger-
mantown’s Safety City while volunteering in
that capacity. Ms. Mitchell is also an energetic
leader in the annual Germantown Charity
Horse Show, her church, Germantown United
Methodist Church, and many more philan-
thropic endeavors.

Indeed, the Germantown Lions Club could
not have made a better selection for their Cit-
izen of the Year than Ms. Lillie Kay Mitchell.
On behalf of Tennessee’s 8th Congressional
District, | would like to congratulate Ms. Mitch-
ell and wish her the best of luck in the future.

———

HONORING JIM WATSON OF BED-
FORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE FOL-
LOWING HIS PASSING ON FEB-
RUARY 20, 2016

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
extend my sincerest condolences and sym-
pathy to the family of Jim Watson of Bedford,
New Hampshire.

Mr. Watson served his country honorably in
the United States Army during the Vietnam
War. He later started his own business in
1981, Watson Insurance Agency, and re-
mained a well-known and respected business-
man in New Hampshire until his retirement in
2011. Jim continued to stay engaged in
causes in the community after his retirement,
such as the Boy Scouts of America, and was
an active member of the Disabled American
Veterans (DAV) and active in local party poli-
tics.

| know that Jim will be best remembered for
his kindness and willingness to help others in
the community. New Hampshire lost a true
friend to the community and we will forever be
grateful for his hard work and many contribu-
tions over the years.

HONORING HARRY CHARLES

HON. TOM RICE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of Mr. Harry
Charles.

| met Harry Charles in the mid-1980s at
Trinity Episcopal Church. Harry was a gen-
tleman, a gentle man, in every sense. Brilliant,
soft-spoken, and dignified with a shock of
white hair and a sparkle in his eye, | liked him
instantly. He and his wife, Jane, were loving,
giving people. They were very involved in the
community. The best compliment | can give
them, or anyone, is that they were full of
God’s grace. They were graceful.

Folks often came to Harry after he’d retired
for legal advice. Many of those, Harry would
send to me, which meant a lot to a young law-
yer.

| understate to say Harry and | were friends,
and he was a great influence to me. But |
want to share one aspect: He came by my of-
fice one day, looked me in the eye, and asked
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about my community involvement. When he
deemed my answers inadequate, he said “I
guess we’'ll have to put you to work.” Over the
next 20 years, Harry appointed me to a com-
mission to study emergency services, then to
6 years on the Board of Zoning Appeals
(ouch), then to 2 terms on Ocean View Foun-
dation. Harry made sure my civic duties were
fulfilled.

| may have complained once or twice along
the way, but | have no doubt that the people
| met, and the lessons | learned carrying out
Harry’s assignments vastly broadened my per-
spective and eventually led me to the United
States Congress.

Harry will be greatly missed.

————
IN HONOR OF THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF OLIVE CECELIA

BELLMORE OLDFIELD

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the birthday of Olive Cecelia Bellmore
Oldfield. She will turn 100 on March 18th.

Olive was born in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan on March 18th, 1916. She was the
third of four children of Jesse and Laura
Trudell Bellmore. Early in her life, Olive’s fam-
ily relocated to Detroit, Michigan where her
family ran a confectionery store.

She attended Blessed Sacrament Grade
School in Detroit and went on to graduate
from Visitation High School. After completion
of school, she was engaged to her brother’s
friend, Alfred “Al” Oldfield, a new American
citizen from Canada. They were married at
Visitation Parish on November 16, 1935.

After World War II, Olive gave birth to four
children, John, Janine, Jerome and Mary. At
this time, the family decided to venture into
business for themselves and began Ecko Beer
Distributorship.

Olive and her late husband, Al, have 16
grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren.
Olive has spoiled each one of them with love
and chocolate. She has survived breast can-
cer twice, both in the late 1960’s and again in
2007. She was able to celebrate 59 years of
marriage with her husband before his passing.

Olive is young at heart and an inspiration.
She still lives alone and never misses her fa-
vorite program, “Jeopardy”. She always does
for others before herself, and taught her four
children to do the same. She is a patriot and
thankful to be an American citizen of French
ancestry.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the life and achievements of Olive Cecelia
Bellmore Oldfield and wishing her a happy
100th birthday.

———

HONORING OFFICER ASHLEY
GUINDON AFTER HER PASSING
ON FEBRUARY 27, 2016

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member Merrimack High School graduate
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Ashley Guindon, a police officer who lost her
life in the line of duty on February 27, 2016.

Ashley grew up in New Hampshire in the
First Congressional District. Following in her
father’s footsteps, she joined the Marine Corps
Reserve, winning the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal and Marine Corps Reserve Medal.

Her love of public service brought her back
to the nation’s capital, where she gained a fo-
rensic science degree. She graduated from
the Prince William County, Virginia, police
academy last year and served her first day on
the job on February 27th. That same night,
her compassion for others drew her into a
deadly situation, which cost Ashley her young
life. A suspect shot two more officers and fa-
tally wounded another victim.

Merrimack, New Hampshire, where Ashley’s
family still lives, mourns her loss. It takes a re-
markable individual like Ashley Guindon to risk
their life daily to keep us safe and protect us
from harm. So let us take a moment today
and pause, reflect, and celebrate the life and
valor of Officer Guindon. She died trying to
protect her fellow citizens and we will all miss
her contributions.

————

CONGRATULATING REVEREND DR.
JARVIS L. COLLIER

HON. KEVIN YODER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
send my congratulations to Reverend Dr. Jar-
vis L. Collier on his 15th Anniversary at Pleas-
ant Green Baptist Church in Kansas City, Kan-
sas.

I've known Reverend Collier for several
years now. | met him when | was a brand new
Member of Congress representing Wyandotte
County in Washington.

The Reverend has always been very kind to
me and has welcomed me to Pleasant Green
on more than one occasion, including having
my wife Brooke and | join the United Prayer
Movement to serve meals on Thanksgiving.

His stated goal is “to glorify God as a yield-
ed instrument for preaching/teaching/modeling
the redemptive love of God through Jesus
Christ, guided by the Holy Spirit.”

I've seen how he lives out this goal first-
hand. Visiting Pleasant Green Baptist Church
I've seen the fruits of his labor for his con-
gregation and community through spreading
the good word, working on education initia-
tives and more.

His leadership is truly an asset to Wyan-
dotte County and the greater Kansas City
area.

Reverend Collier, thanks for your dedication
and service these past 15 years and | look for-
ward to celebrating many more milestones
with you and the wonderful people at Pleasant
Green Baptist Church.

———

HONORING COL. FRED VANN
CHERRY

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 14, 2016

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to honor the life and legacy
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