March 2, 2016

section 9, clause 7 of the U.S. Constitution—

the authority to appropriate funds. Members of

Congress are not even allowed the opportunity

to offer amendments to a bill to be voted on

by a committee or the Committee of the

Whole on a construction project or research

program deemed to be in contrary to the rule.

What the ban on congressionally directed
spending does do is empower the Executive
Branch to dictate to Congress projects, pro-
grams and priorities without input from Mem-
bers. It denies Members the ability to advance
alternatives to the President’s priorities that
better reflect the needs of states, communities
and constituents. With this rule, Congress has
unilaterally diminished our own power and
ceded excessive power to the President. The
House of Representatives’ “power of the
purse” must be more than simply rubber
stamping funding for whatever project or pro-
gram the President proposes.

My attached letter to the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies high-
lights an example of how the ban on congres-
sionally directed spending denies me—a
member of the Appropriations Committee—the
opportunity to advocate for a project that has
been approved by the Department of Defense,
in the Department’s funding queue, and is now
delayed for arbitrary budget reasons without
any consultation with Congress. House rules
deny me the opportunity to amend this deci-
sion. | find this outrageous and a clear exam-
ple of how this Congress cedes power to
unelected federal officials in the Executive
Branch.

It is time to change the rules, repeal the
prohibition on congressionally directed spend-
ing, and allow Members of Congress to do our
job on behalf of the people who elected us.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 1, 2016.

Hon. CHARLIE DENT,

Chair, Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies,
Washington, DC.

Hon. SANFORD BISHOP,

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs and Related
Agencies, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIR DENT AND RANKING MEMBER
BisHOP: I am extremely concerned that the
President’s FY2017 budget proposal has failed
to fund a shovel ready Minnesota Army Na-
tional Guard project that has been in the
pipeline since the release of the FY13 budget
for FY17. The $39,000,000 for the Army Na-
tional Guard Readiness Center in Arden
Hills, MN (Project Number 270132 in the De-
partment of the Army, Army National Guard
FY17 Military Construction budget) now has
been moved to FY18. This delay will directly
affect the ability of members of the Min-
nesota National Guard to train effectively
and carry out their duties to their utmost
potential.

This facility is necessary to house the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company
and Company A 34th Infantry Division cur-
rently assigned to the Rosemount, MN Read-
iness Center, and Company B 34th Infantry
Division currently assigned to the Inver
Grove Heights, MN Readiness Center. Both
of these facilities are undersized and seri-
ously lacking in critical areas that support
mission readiness. The construction of the
Readiness Center in Arden Hills is long over-
due and necessary to relieve over population
in other aging National Guard facilities in
the Twin Cities metropolitan area.

What is truly outrageous is that this Con-
gress has ceded the authority of Members,
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and particularly Appropriators, under the
Constitution, to fund critically significant
federal investments in our communities.
Congress, by giving up the authority to di-
rect spending and projects, has conceded a
vital authority to the Administration. This
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs bill
makes it clear that the House and the Appro-
priations Committee now takes its guidance
from Administration staff and the Office of
Management and Budget, which I find unac-
ceptable. Meanwhile the representatives
elected by the American people, including
Appropriators, are denied the opportunity to
advance vital projects unless granted per-
mission by the Executive Branch.

Therefore, I will not be submitting any re-
quests to the Subcommittee on Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs and Related
Agencies because if I were to advocate for
the members of the Minnesota Army Na-
tional Guard and attempt to get funding re-
instated in this year’s appropriations bill, I
would presumably be in violation of the ban
on congressionally directed spending.

It is time to change this flawed system.

Sincerely,
BETTY MCCOLLUM,
Member of Congress.

————

KAY THACKER

HON. CARLOS CURBELO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
today we honor the life of Kay Thacker, a
woman who worked to make politics nobler
and spent every hour of her life dedicated to
helping others. As a visitor to the Keys since
childhood and a 27-year resident, we will miss
Kay Thacker tremendously. She was a woman
who embodied the heart of the small and tight-
knit community that we are.

Though born in Kentucky, Kay spent much
of her life in Indiana. In the late 1960s and
into the early 1970s she ran her own salon,
Casa de Kay. She received her degree from
the University of Indiana and then proceeded
to earn the title of Vice President of Sales for
Metal Honing Inc. Thankfully, she then de-
cided to make Key Largo her home where she
embodied the role of a passionate civic activ-
ist.

Tenacious and firm in her principles, Kay
stood proudly as an environmental conserva-
tionist, advocate for the Arts and a staunch
overseer of spending by public agencies. Even
in the face of fierce adversity, Kay was a
woman who refused to back down. Well
known for her stubbornness, Kay knew when
to put her foot down and fight for her beliefs,
all the while never making that fight personal.

Kay Thacker’s impact on our community is
far reaching and universally appreciated, even
from those that she stood up to. She will for-
ever be remembered for her unyielding devo-
tion to the community that we are all fortunate
to call our own.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF
ELLINGTON, MO

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 100th anniversary of the
United Methodist Church of Ellington, MO. The
occasion was marked by four services held at
the church: a morning Dedication Service, an
Afternoon Service, a Youth Service, and an
Evangelistic Service held later in the evening,
presided over by Pastor Sandy Estes.

United Methodist Church was founded in
1887 by five trustees, Marian Copeland, Leon
Daniels, P.B. Smith, U.G. Barnes, and Jeffer-
son Wadlow. It was originally located on Cem-
etery Hill on land donated by Copeland. As
the church grew, so did the congregation,
eventually surpassing the capacity of the origi-
nal property.

In 1909, the church founded the Women’s
Missionary Society, who purchased the land
on which the current church stands today. The
cornerstone of the church was laid in 1913,
and the construction concluded with a Dedica-
tion Ceremony on August 20, 1916. Although
the building has since been renovated, much
of the Sanctuary is original, including the
stained glass and bell tower, which still rings
every Sunday service.

The surnames of the five original trustees
are still common to the Ellington area, a true
testament to the enduring legacy of the United
Methodist Church. The church has long
served as a staple in the local community, of-
fering a valuable service and place of worship
for citizens. Thus, it is my pleasure to recog-
nize its impressive history before the House of
Representatives.

TRIBUTE TO SOSY ROBINSON
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Canyon Lake in Riverside County, Cali-
fornia are exceptional. On Friday, March 11th,
Sosy Robinson will be honored as the Citizen
of the Year by the Canyon Lake Chamber of
Commerce.

Born in Pasadena, California, Sosy Robin-
son was the first American citizen in her family
which migrated to this country from the Middle
East. Sosy’s family moved to Canyon Lake in
2012 from Orange County and she went on to
graduate from Temescal Canyon High School.
Sosy and her husband, A.J., have six children,
whose ages range from two to 25 years old.

In Canyon Lake, Sosy is serving for the sec-
ond consecutive year as President of the
Family Matters Club. The club hosted over 38
events, meetings and family meet-ups last
year alone. Sosy is also a member of the
Canyon Lake Lioness Club, serves as the offi-
cial bingo caller at the Canyon Lake Senior
Center, and graciously delivers groceries for
homebound seniors in need. The nomination
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of Sosy for the Citizen of the Year award
summed it up well: “Our community is made
a much, much better place because of Sosy
and all her hard work and dedication.”

In light of all that Sosy has done for the
community of Riverside County and the city of
Canyon Lake, it is only fitting to honor her as
Citizen of the Year. Sosy has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of our region and |
am proud to call her a fellow community mem-
ber, American and a constituent of the 42nd
Congressional District. | add my voice to the
many who will be congratulating Sosy Robin-
son on being named Citizen of the Year by
the Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF JIM PERRY’S
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Jim Perry for his 35 years of
distinguished service at the Downriver Com-
munity Conference located in Southeast Michi-
gan. Jim’s commitment to the downriver com-
munity has touched the lives of many and is
significantly responsible for this regions collec-
tive and coordinated success.

The Downriver Community Conference
(DCC) is one of the oldest and most success-
ful interlocal agreements in the State of Michi-
gan and the United States. Representing
twenty communities in Wayne County, the
DCC coordinates and supports a vast array of
initiatives for its communities including; Eco-
nomic Development, Job Training and Place-
ment, Veterans Services, Public Safety Co-
ordination, Transportation, Weatherization, En-
ergy Assistance, Senior Support Programs,
and Youth Support Programs. In addition to
these programs, the DCC also acts as a crit-
ical voice in the region, advocating for the in-
terests of its communities with elected officials
and government agencies. It is a model na-
tionwide for communities working together on
many issues to the benefit of the entire region.
The DCC is a remarkable success story, and
Jim Perry has been a critical component of
that success for the last 35 years. Humble in
his success, he reminds me that it is only by
putting together an extraordinary team that he
can do great things. | entirely agree with that,
and | stand here today to say that Jim Perry
is a remarkable recruiter, coach and leader.

Jim was born and raised in Allen Park, MI,
graduated from Allen Park High School, and
went on to play basketball at the University of
Houston, where he excelled. He returned to
Michigan and in 1981, began working at the
DCC and has worked there ever since. In the
year 2000, Jim was named executive director
of the DCC, making him the youngest person
to have served in that role. He has given so
much of his time and talent to our region,
serving on a wide variety of boards and com-
missions including; the Michigan Department
of Human Services Board where he served as
chair, the Southeast Michigan Substance
Abuse Services Board, Wayne County Head
Start Board, and the Detroit-Wayne Mental
Health Authority Board, and the Allen Park
Parks and Recreation Commission. Jim gives
his time because it is who he is, and it is what
our community needs.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor my friend Jim Perry for his 35
years of service to our communities. | thank
him for his leadership and wish him many
more years of success.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE NO LEAD
IN THE AIR ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce the No Lead in the Air Act. The bill pro-
hibits the use of lead in aircraft fuel by 2021.
Lead exposure can have harmful effects on
children as well as adults. Since 1980, the
amount of lead in the air has decreased 89
percent, but while lead gas for automobiles
has been banned since 1995, the piston-en-
gine aircraft industry and airports that supply
their fuel continue to use leaded aircraft fuel.
Without a federal ban, they will continue to do
so and put our communities and children at
risk.

Lead particles from airplane exhaust can fall
widely during flight and there may be high
concentrations of lead near airports. It is esti-
mated that 16 million people live and three
million children go to school within a half-mile
of airports that sell leaded aircraft fuel, called
avgas. The health effects of lead in children
include behavioral and learning problems,
lower 1Q, hyperactivity, slowed growth, hearing
problems, and anemia. Lead exposure can
cause premature births and spontaneous
abortions in pregnant women, and adults can
suffer from increased blood pressure, de-
creased kidney function, and reproductive
problems.

Seventy-five percent of piston-engined air-
craft already operate safely with fuel that does
not use lead. However, small airports continue
to only sell leaded avgas for these piston-en-
gine aircraft. But small airports will have to
comply if the federal government bans the use
of leaded fuel. The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), which implements the
Clean Air Act, announced plans in 2010 to
phase out leaded aviation fuel, but in the inter-
vening six years we still have not seen a pro-
posed rule. The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) has created a task force of govern-
ment and aviation industry stakeholders to
study alternative fuels for piston-engine aircraft
that do not use lead, and the agency has indi-
cated it may certify lead-free aviation fuel
sometime in 2018.

With so much evidence of the harmful im-
pacts of lead exposure, we can no longer put
our communities at risk. My bill would give
enough time for a full phase-out of lead in air-
craft fuel—five years—by directing the FAA
Administrator, in consultation with the EPA Ad-
ministrator, to issue regulations prohibiting the
use of leaded fuel in aircraft in U.S. airspace
beginning January 1, 2021.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

March 2, 2016

TRIBUTE TO NEW YORK’S T7TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT HOL-
OCAUST SURVIVORS

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a special group of my neigh-
bors who are an incredible part of the Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn community—Holocaust
survivors. | am privileged to represent approxi-
mately one thousand Holocaust survivors in
New York’s 7th Congressional District.

These individuals arrived from across East-
ern Europe fleeing unspeakable horrors. Many
of them had lost their mothers, fathers, broth-
ers and sisters during one of the darkest peri-
ods in our history. They survived concentration
camps and came to the U.S. as refugees look-
ing to launch a fresh start, rebuild anew and
escape the horrific crimes they had suffered in
their pasts.

From a small group of survivors that arrived
after World War Il in Williamsburg, this com-
munity has grown and flourished by tens of
thousands. From meager beginnings, they re-
built their families, religion and traditions, and
established a wonderful part of our City that,
to this day, contributes to New York’s diverse
cultural mosaic. Their accomplishments are a
testament to the perseverance and persist-
ence of the Holocaust survivors.

In 1966, Holocaust survivors created the
United Jewish Organizations (UJO) of Wil-
liamsburg which is celebrating its 50th year of
service to the community. The UJO was con-
ceived as a vehicle to help the Yiddish-Speak-
ing population adapt to life in the United
States, participate in the civic sphere and en-
sure access to public benefits.

Throughout their jubilee of activity the UJO
has put the needs of Holocaust survivors at
the forefront. They work closely with the
Claims Conference and the NYC Department
for the Aging to help survivors age gracefully
and independently with a wide array of social
services and in-home care. They have truly
evolved into a community anchor for all of
Brooklyn and New York. | salute their many
achievements.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in acknowledging all that our nation’s Hol-
ocaust Survivors have not only endured, but
also accomplished. We must never forget the
horrors they underwent, but, likewise, we must
also honor the achievements they secured in
the face of enormous adversity. Their spirit
and strength are a credit to the Williamsburg
community, to our City and, indeed, to our en-
tire nation.

———

CLERMONT COUNTY
COMMISSIONER BOB PROUD

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | wish to
congratulate Clermont County Commissioner
Bob Proud on a distinguished career serving
the residents of Clermont County and south-
ern Ohio.
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