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I sincerely thank the school for their con-

tribution to the Norwood community, and I look 
forward to their continued success in the years 
to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EXETER BOR-
OUGH POLICE CHIEF JOHN 
‘‘MAXIE’’ MCNEIL FOR FORTY- 
ONE YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the distinguished career of Ex-
eter, Pennsylvania’s Police Chief John 
‘‘Maxie’’ McNeil, as he celebrates his retire-
ment from an extensive career in law enforce-
ment. Chief McNeil will be honored by friends 
and family on March 5, 2016. For forty-one 
years, Chief McNeil dedicated his life to ensur-
ing the safety and welfare of the people of Ex-
eter, thirty-two years as police chief. 

Chief McNeil led his department with dedi-
cation, honesty, and integrity. Over the years, 
he guided his beloved police department from 
a small town force into a skilled and mobile 
law enforcement agency capable of providing 
safety and security to the residents of a 
changing Exeter. Under his leadership, he has 
helped make Exeter and the surrounding com-
munities a safer place for everyone. 

I am grateful for Chief McNeil and the Exe-
ter Police Department for their dedicated serv-
ice. These courageous individuals face each 
moment not knowing for certain of the peril 
that may wait with the next challenge of the 
job. Yet they carry on, made strong by a re-
solve to protect and serve. Police officers, be 
they big city beat cops or small town sheriffs, 
defend what is dear to us, including our loved 
ones, and we owe them a great deal of grati-
tude for standing as a shield from harm. 

It is an honor to recognize John for his con-
tribution to the safety of his community. I am 
immensely thankful for his many contributions 
to the security of Exeter throughout his long 
career of public service. I wish him all the best 
in retirement. 

f 

DANA CLEMENT CHILD ADVOCATE 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dana Clement for being named 
the 2015 Child Advocate of the Year at the 
Child Advocates of Fort Bend’s Annual Volun-
teer Celebration. 

The non-profit agency, Child Advocates of 
Fort Bend, aims to serve as many children 
within their community as possible. Their mis-
sion is to stop child abuse in its tracks and 
help give these children a voice. The 200 
trained volunteers they have make it possible 
to help serve more than 400 kids on a monthly 
basis. Dana is a critical volunteer for this 
agency thanks to her dedication through her 
time, energy and resources. We are so proud 
of Dana for helping to serve these kids 

through her love and positive attitude. Thank 
you for making the community of Fort Bend a 
safer place for its residents. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Dana Clement for being named Child Advo-
cate of the Year. We appreciate all of her self-
less and hard work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GATHERING 
PLACE 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize The Gathering Place in 
Brunswick, Georgia and to congratulate them 
on their 35th anniversary. 

Started by college students from the Univer-
sity of Georgia in 1979, this year marks the 
35th anniversary that The Gathering Place has 
served the spiritual growth and development 
of youth in Glynn County. 

The Gathering Place was originally known 
as ‘‘Sunday Night Live at 8:45,’’ and after 2 
successful summers of singing, skits, and 
messages about Jesus, the college students 
expanded the program and officially founded 
The Gathering Place in June, 1981. 

The Gathering Place has expanded since 
1981 developing into a year round leadership 
development youth ministry with a highly di-
verse group of attendees. Beginning with 
around 100 participants, The Gathering Place 
now has approximately 1,000 people attending 
‘‘The Main Event,’’ taking place each summer 
night which includes lights, music, videos, 
gifts, speakers, and more. 

The ministry of The Gathering Place has ac-
complished major spiritual achievements in the 
youth of coastal Georgia as the organization’s 
goal is to reach students with the word of 
Jesus Christ, equip them to be Christian lead-
ers, and to then send the students to spir-
itually impact their local communities. 

I am thankful to have The Gathering Place 
in the First Congressional District of Georgia 
and am proud to recognize the impact that it 
is making in young Georgians’ lives. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER 
AND RETIREMENT OF MR. JOHN 
MATTHEWS 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of a respected advocate and 
relentless fighter for public education in my 
district. For nearly half a century, John Mat-
thews has been at the helm of Madison 
Teachers Inc. (MTI), steering the union 
through such volatile events as the 1976 
teachers’ strike, the recent public uprising 
against Act 10 and everything in between. 

It is a testament to John’s work and what 
his union has continually done for them that in 
November, Madison teachers voted over-
whelmingly to recertify their union. 

Today, when a pregnant teacher does not 
have to resign her job as her pregnancy be-

gins to show—something she once had to do 
in Wisconsin—she can credit John, who suc-
cessfully fought that policy all the way to the 
Supreme Court in 1971. That was precisely 
the kind of battle and victory he relished. 

John’s career began as an English and his-
tory teacher in his native state of Montana, 
where his grandfather was a Supreme Court 
justice. He immediately became involved in his 
union and started, as he puts it, ‘‘raising a little 
hell,’’ in contract negotiations over health in-
surance. Six years later, he was in the middle 
of a primary race to serve in the Montana 
House of Representatives when he withdrew 
his candidacy because he was offered the op-
portunity to pursue his true passion as execu-
tive director of Madison Teachers Inc. (And no 
one who knows John will be surprised to 
hear—he won that race anyway). 

At that time in 1968, MTI had 900 mem-
bers—it now has more than 4,000. Other vic-
tories John secured on behalf of the teachers 
and other educational workers he represents 
included the right to take time off for their reli-
gious holidays. In 1976, he led workers in a 
teachers’ strike that cemented his reputation 
as a fierce advocate and fighter on behalf of 
the people and causes he represents. As Cap-
ital Times Editor Emeritus Dave Zweifel put it 
when John’s retirement was announced: ‘‘No 
one I’ve known has been more committed to 
public education and what it means to Amer-
ican democracy than Matthews.’’ He not only 
stood up for his members, he served the chil-
dren and families of our community sitting on 
the board of such groups as Fair Wisconsin, 
Citizens Against Handgun Violence, Fighting 
Bob Fest, the Social Justice Center and the 
Citizens Utility Board. 

Yet John seeks to meet and converse with 
opponents in an open and friendly fashion, 
making regular lunch or coffee dates with ad-
versaries. The day former Madison Schools 
Superintendent Art Rainwater stepped into 
that job, he phoned John right away that 
morning to talk about building bridges and 
asked when they could get together. John 
quickly replied: ‘‘How about noon?’’ In articles 
announcing his planned January 2016 retire-
ment, glowing quotes of praise for his work 
came as frequently from his adversaries as 
from his allies. Anyone who has worked with 
him also knows him to be a caring, warm 
friend with a great wit and deep dedication to 
his colleagues and friends. 

It is an honor to recognize five decades of 
dedication, passion and advocacy in John’s 
career with MTI. Anyone who knows John will 
not be at all surprised to hear that when asked 
by reporters what he plans to do in his retire-
ment, he answered that he would remain com-
mitted to social justice issues and helping peo-
ple. After all, it’s what he’s been doing for the 
past 50 years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAROLINA PAN-
THERS QUARTERBACK CAM NEW-
TON FOR BEING NAMED THE 2015 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Carolina Panthers Quarterback Cam 
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Newton, who was named the 2015 National 
Football League Most Valuable Player (MVP). 
In his fifth season at the helm of the Carolina 
Panthers offense, Cam has become one of 
the NFL’s best players and has established 
himself as a leader his teammates trust and 
depend upon. 

Throughout the season, Cam played a cru-
cial role in the team’s success. With Cam as 
quarterback, the Panthers were one of the 
best offenses in the league—averaging over 
30 points per game—and set a franchise 
record for most wins in a regular season after 
winning 15 of their 16 games. Cam also led 
the Panthers to their second NFC Champion-
ship with a commanding 49–15 victory over 
the Arizona Cardinals, completing 19 of his 28 
passes for 335 yards and two touchdowns 
while also scoring two touchdowns running the 
football. This performance demonstrated 
Cam’s importance to the team and is a clear 
example of why he deserved the league’s 
MVP award. 

In addition to his outstanding performance 
and exceptional leadership on the field, Cam 
has been an active member of the community 
and has made public service an important pri-
ority in his life. Shortly after arriving in the 
NFL, he established the Cam Newton Founda-
tion to help the young people of Charlotte, and 
in his hometown of Atlanta. Through this foun-
dation, Cam has been able to provide many 
young people the resources and support they 
need to pursue their childhood dreams and 
ambitions. 

While Cam earned this award by distin-
guishing himself as one of the most gifted 
players in the game today, and his dedication 
to helping others and serving as a role model 
to young people across the country further ex-
emplifies why he is a champion both on and 
off the field. I look forward to seeing Cam 
back on the field next season, building off this 
historic season and further establishing him-
self as one of the most elite quarterbacks in 
the game. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Carolina Panthers Quarterback Cam 
Newton for being named the 2015 NFL MVP, 
and thanking him for his continued service to 
the people of our community. Go Panthers 
and Keep Pounding! 

f 

U.S.-TURKEY BILATERAL 
RELATIONS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the strong and important relation-
ship between the Republic of Turkey and the 
United States. For years, Turkey has been an 
indispensable strategic, geopolitical and eco-
nomic partner of the U.S. 

Turkey is a significant ally in confronting the 
challenges of the 21st century, such as inter-
national terrorism, ethnic and religious extre-
mism, energy security, and the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. Ankara is a 
central stakeholder in the ongoing efforts to 
resolve the Syrian Civil War and aid its vic-
tims. I witnessed this firsthand when I visited 
a refugee camp in Kilis, Turkey. The Turkish 
government and other surrounding nations 

have made selfless investments to meet the 
humanitarian needs of the Syrian people and 
must be applauded for these efforts. 

In addition to our strong geopolitical ties, 
economic cooperation is increasingly becom-
ing a major aspect of the Turkey-U.S. bilateral 
relationship. Turkey has become an indispen-
sable U.S. trading partner, constituting a large 
and growing market for United States exports. 
In 2015, Turkey was identified as Europe’s 
third-fastest growing economy, and its increas-
ing energy demand makes it an appealing 
market for continued U.S. investment. 

Mr. Speaker, with the continuing threat of 
the Islamic State, the uncertainty of the situa-
tion in Syria, and an ever increasingly 
globalized economy it is now more important 
than ever to reaffirm our commitment to, and 
cooperation with, the Republic of Turkey. I 
look forward to strengthening and growing the 
U.S.-Turkey relationship in the years ahead. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PEOPLE 
OF NAGORNO-KARABAKH 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleague, Representative DEVIN 
NUNES, to recognize the people of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Over the course of the past century, the Ar-
menian people have been subject to some of 
the worst treatment in modern history. From 
the Armenian genocide and the repressive 
years under Soviet rule, to the pogroms com-
mitted against Armenians in the cities of 
Sumgait, Kirovabad, and Baku, the tragic 
plight of the Armenian people in their search 
for freedom cannot be overstated. 

As a nation built on the concept of freedom, 
the United States must support those who put 
their safety on the line in the pursuit of that 
most basic human right. The people of 
Nagorno-Karabakh have suffered enough 
under Azerbaijan’s aggressive policies, and it 
is time for the international community to rec-
ognize their right to self-determination. 

Today, I rise to recognize the Armenian 
people, especially the people of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, who struggle for the same things 
the United States fought for over 200 years 
ago: life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

f 

JOY GASSAMA WINS CRITICAL 
LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Joy Gassama of Sugar Land, TX 
for winning a U.S. State Department Critical 
Language Scholarship (CLS) Award for 2015. 

Joy is currently a student at the University 
of Texas-Austin. Through her CLS scholar-
ship, she was hosted in Meknes Morocco, 
where she became proficient in Advanced Be-
ginning level Arabic. CLS recipients, like Joy, 
are sent abroad to study the language and the 
culture of the region they are hosted in. These 

prestigious scholarships are funded by the 
State Department through their Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs. The Critical 
Language Scholarship program aims to 
spread diversity and critical language skills to 
all of its awardees. We are proud of Joy for all 
of her hard work, and congratulate her on her 
scholarship. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Joy for winning the Critical Language Schol-
arship Award. Keep up the great work. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DOMENIC LALLI OF 
WATERTOWN, MA 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Domenic Lalli in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to the Xaverian 
Brothers High School in Westwood, Massa-
chusetts, and to commend him for forty years 
of dedication to the education of young men. 

An accomplished athlete, Mr. Lalli excelled 
in football at Watertown High School, and was 
inducted into the Watertown High School Hall 
of Fame. He served as football coach there as 
well. Further, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lalli was cap-
tain of the football team at Boston University, 
and he was the USA Natural Bodybuilding 
Champion in 1991. He went on to win the Mr. 
Massachusetts Master’s Division in 2004. 

Mr. Lalli received a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Movement Health and Leisure from 
Boston University and earned a Master’s in 
Education from Boston State College. He is 
also a graduate of the Catholic Schools Lead-
ership Program at Boston College. 

Mr. Lalli began his career at Xaverian in 
1976, teaching Physical Education and coach-
ing track and football. In 1984, he was ap-
pointed as the Administrator of Students. Mr. 
Lalli was appointed Principal of Xaverian in 
1991, the same year that Brother Daniel 
Skala, C.F.X. became Headmaster. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lalli has influenced sev-
eral generations of young men and is beloved 
by countless alumni, parents, and trustees. An 
outstanding leader, he has shaped a strong 
community where respect for everyone, no 
matter their differences, is the norm. He has 
served as an extraordinary role model in his 
care and concern for all. Throughout his ten-
ure at Xaverian, Mr. Lalli has touched the lives 
of 7,951 students, in addition to the current 
student body of 950. 

Mr. Lalli was born and raised in Watertown, 
MA where he lives today with his wife Lydia. 
They are the proud parents of two children, 
Daniel, a graduate of Xaverian, and Victoria, 
and they are blessed with two grandchildren, 
Connor and Colbie. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to take 
the floor of the House today to join with 
Domenic Lalli’s family, friends, and contem-
poraries to thank him for his forty years of re-
markable service to Xaverian Brothers High 
School. 
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