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The citation for the Medal of Honor states: 
‘‘For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 

the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty as Hostage Rescue Force Team Mem-
ber in Afghanistan in support of Operation EN-
DURING FREEDOM on 8–9 December 2012. 
As the rescue force approached the target 
building, an enemy sentry detected them and 
darted inside to alert his fellow captors. The 
sentry quickly reemerged, and the lead 
assaulter attempted to neutralize him. Chief 
Byers with his team sprinted to the door of the 
target building. As the primary breacher, Chief 
Byers stood in the doorway fully exposed to 
enemy fire while ripping down six layers of 
heavy blankets fastened to the inside ceiling 
and walls to clear a path for the rescue force. 
The first assaulter pushed his way through the 
blankets, and was mortally wounded by 
enemy small arms fire from within. Chief 
Byers, completely aware of the imminent 
threat, fearlessly rushed into the room and en-
gaged an enemy guard aiming an AK–47 at 
him. He then tackled another adult male who 
had darted towards the corner of the room. 
During the ensuing hand-to-hand struggle, 
Chief Byers confirmed the man was not the 
hostage and engaged him. As other rescue 
team members called out to the hostage, 
Chief Byers heard a voice respond in English 
and raced toward it. He jumped atop the 
American hostage and shielded him from the 
high volume of fire within the small room. 
While covering the hostage with his body, 
Chief Byers immobilized another guard with 
his bare hands, and restrained the guard until 
a teammate could eliminate him. His bold and 
decisive actions under fire saved the lives of 
the hostage and several of his teammates. By 
his undaunted courage, intrepid fighting spirit, 
and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of 
near certain death, Chief Petty Officer Byers 
reflected great credit upon himself and upheld 
the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service.’’ 

I extend my deepest thanks to Chief Byers 
on his service to our nation and upon his re-
ceiving our nation’s highest military award, the 
Medal of Honor. 
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CONGRATULATING COLONEL STE-
VEN W. NOTT FOR HIS YEARS OF 
SERVICE AT FORT MCCOY, WIS-
CONSIN 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the distinguished service of Colonel Steven W. 
Nott, whose tenure as Garrison Commander 
at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, concludes March 
11, 2016. Colonel Nott assumed his duties as 
Garrison Commander on February 29, 2012. 

Colonel Nott’s 31 years of dedicated service 
in the U.S. Army is noteworthy in every re-
spect. He earned a bachelor’s degree in His-
tory from the University of Wisconsin— 
Platteville; a master’s degree in Education 
from Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa.; and a 
master’s degree in Strategic Studies from the 
Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pa. His 
military education includes Ranger School, Air-
borne School, Air Assault School, the Infantry 
Officer Advanced Course, and the Command 
and General Staff College. 

Colonel Nott received his commission as an 
Infantry Officer in May 1986 and served one 
year in the Iowa National Guard. He entered 
active duty in April 1987 and served in Ger-
many with the 1st Battalion, 41st Infantry 
Regiment. He next served on the 1st Brigade 
staff and then Commander of B Company, 1st 
Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment within the 
10th Mountain Division. From 1995 to 1998 he 
was a Military Science Instructor at Lehigh 
University Military Science Department. Nott 
entered the Active Guard Reserve program in 
1999 with the 98th Division (Institutional Train-
ing) in Rochester, N.Y. In 2003 he was as-
signed to the 99th Regional Readiness Com-
mand in Pittsburgh, Pa., as the Training Offi-
cer. In 2005 he was assigned to the 166th 
Aviation Brigade, Fort Riley, Kan., as the Bri-
gade Executive Officer. From 2007 to 2009 he 
served as Commander, United States Army 
Garrison, Fort Devens, Mass. Nott became the 
Senior Operations Officer within the Office of 
the Chief Army Reserve Employer Partnership 
Office, Washington, D.C. in 2010. 

Colonel Nott deployed to Operations Desert 
Shield/Storm in Iraq, Hurricane Andrew Relief 
in Florida, Operation Restore Hope in Soma-
lia, and Operations Restore and Uphold De-
mocracy in Haiti. 

Colonel Nott has committed his life to serv-
ing our country and has received many de-
serving awards and decorations, including the 
Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal with 
seven Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commenda-
tion Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Achievement Medal with three Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, National Defense Service Medal with 
Bronze Service Star, Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal with Bronze Service Star, 
Southwest Asia Service Medal with two 
Bronze Service Stars, Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal 
with Bronze Service Star, United Nations 
Medal (Somalia), Kuwait Liberation Medals, 
Combat Infantry Badge, Expert Infantry 
Badge, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the Val-
orous Unit Award, and the Army Staff Identi-
fication Badge. 

Under Colonel Nott’s outstanding leader-
ship, Fort McCoy has taken it to the next level 
as one of the most capable and desirable Re-
serve Component training installations in the 
Army, providing stellar base operations sup-
port to over 150,000 Soldiers annually. During 
his tenure, Colonel Nott focused on the impor-
tance of Fort McCoy’s Strategic Plan and en-
suring that the base was a good neighbor and 
community partner. Thanks to Colonel Nott, 
Fort McCoy is well positioned for the future. 

It has been an honor for me to serve as 
U.S. Representative for Wisconsin’s Third 
Congressional District during Colonel Nott’s 
tenure at Fort McCoy. I know Colonel Nott’s 
leadership will be greatly missed at the base 
and surrounding communities, but I am thank-
ful for his leadership and contributions to en-
suring that Fort McCoy remains a shining star 
in the nation’s military training infrastructure. 

On behalf of my constituents in Wisconsin 
and a grateful nation, I would like to thank and 
commend Colonel Steven W. Nott for his 
years of dedicated service in the U.S. Army 
and in particular as Garrison Commander at 
Fort McCoy. I wish him, his wife Charlotte and 
their children Christian, Elissa, Bethany and 
Ethan the very best as they turn the page on 
the next chapter of their lives. 

RECOGNIZING CONNIE HUNT’S 80TH 
BIRTHDAY AND HER POLITICAL 
ACTIVISM 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 80th birthday of Ms. 
Connie Hunt. Born on March 7, 1936, Connie 
spent her career in civil service. She served 
the government at every post where she, and 
her husband lived until her retirement in 1986. 

She has also been active in the Calhoun 
County Republican Party for over 20 years, 
serving as Chairman or Vice Chairman for 18 
of those years. While volunteering as a tutor 
for high school students, she worked tirelessly 
to bring civics to life for Calhoun High School 
students with the Calhoun High School Young 
Republican Club. 

Connie Hunt is a proud Texan and a tre-
mendous friend to the conservative cause. 
She has been an enthusiastic supporter of the 
principles that make our country what it is, and 
her dedication and achievements are the 
types of things that make the United States so 
exceptional. I am so proud to have constitu-
ents like Connie. Happy birthday. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ANNAMARIE 
GULINO GENTILE 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Annamarie Gulino Gentile on re-
ceiving the Community Service Award from 
the Italian American Women of Staten Island. 

Ms. Gentile graduated magna cum laude 
from the State University of New York at Al-
bany and received her J.D. from Brooklyn Law 
School. She then rose to become the Super-
vising Partner at Angiuli & Gentile, LLP, where 
she handles matters such as real estate, fam-
ily and matrimonial law, personal injury law, 
and, particularly, elder law. With her extensive 
background as an elder law attorney, 
Annamarie advises families in the event that a 
loved one requires long-term care. 

As a member of the National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) and as a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs-Accredited Attor-
ney, Annamarie has worked tirelessly to give 
our local veterans any and all legal advice 
they may need. Moreover, she is a passionate 
volunteer for various causes in support of sen-
ior citizens and those with special needs. But 
her service to the community doesn’t stop 
there. She is also the Chair of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Staten Island Chamber of Com-
merce as well as Chair of the Community 
Agency for Senior Citizens (CASC). Ms. Gen-
tile was also a recipient of the Staten Island 
Friends for Hospice Care Couple of the Year 
Award, and was an honoree of the Garibaldi’s 
Meucci Annual Luncheon for her involvement 
as an Italian American in the Staten Island 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I can think of no one more de-
serving of this award than Annamarie Gulino 
Gentile. I thank her for all she has done for 
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our community, and I am proud to call her my 
constituent. 

f 

ISIS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the defini-
tion of genocide is clear: it is the deliberate 
and systematic destruction of a racial or cul-
tural group. ISIS has been specifically and in-
tentionally targeting Christians and other mi-
norities for extermination for the past five 
years. Genocide is exactly what ISIS is doing. 
ISIS is trying to destroy all those that do not 
conform to its beliefs. 

ISIS has already forced hundreds of thou-
sands of Christians to leave their ancestral 
homes. For the first time since the time of 
Christ, there are almost no Christians left in 
some of these areas. Some of those who 
could not get out before ISIS came in have 
been tortured, crucified, and executed. ISIS 
has also targeted the Yezidi community of 
Iraq. It slaughtered almost all the men of one 
community on Mount Sinjar and sold the 
women and girls to satisfy the evil desires of 
their fighters. 

ISIS is proud of these horrible atrocities. 
ISIS fighters post videos and pictures online of 
their barbaric beheadings of Christians and 
others who refuse to bow to their ideology. 
They hate, kidnap, and murder because Chris-
tians and other ancient minority communities 
will not renounce their faith. 

The world, including the United States, 
needs to be clear about what ISIS is doing. 
America must denounce murder because of a 
person’s religious belief. 

I am a cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 75 and 
support its passage. Justice demands that 
ISIS be held accountable and justice is what 
must be done because justice is what we do 
in America. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

WILLIAM G. JONES 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the United States Congress and the Second 
District of Ohio, I wish to commemorate the 
life of Sgt. William G. Jones and recognize his 
receipt of the Montford Point Marines Con-
gressional Gold Medal. 

A Virginia native, Sgt. William Jones moved 
to southern Ohio as a young man to attend 
the University of Cincinnati, where he studied 
Business Administration. Upon graduation Sgt. 
Jones spent a few years in the workforce, but 
was soon called to serve his country. During 
the height of World War II from 1942–1945, 
Sgt. Jones proudly served in the United States 
Marine Corps, one of the first 100 African 
Americans to do so. 

When he returned to the United States, Sgt. 
Jones continued to serve his country and his 
community. He became a member of the 
Montford Point Marine Association, a veterans’ 

group that preserves the legacy of the nation’s 
first African American Marines, and was elect-
ed the group’s first Vice President. Sgt. Jones 
went on to found and head the Cincinnati 
chapter of the association. 

Sadly, Sgt. Jones passed away on Sep-
tember 29, 1988 at the age of 70. But the im-
pact of his service lives on. 

The freedom that our nation now enjoys is 
due in large part to the sacrifices made by so 
many individuals, like Sgt. Jones, who have 
committed themselves to our nation through 
service in our Armed Forces. On behalf of a 
grateful nation, I sincerely thank Sgt. Jones 
and all of the Montford Point Marines for their 
commitment to protecting us and our free-
doms. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAROLINA PAN-
THERS HEAD COACH RON RI-
VERA FOR BEING NAMED THE 
2015 NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE COACH OF THE YEAR 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Carolina Panthers Head Coach Ron Ri-
vera, who was named the National Football 
League Coach of the Year for the second time 
in three years. Coach Rivera did an out-
standing job this year leading the Carolina 
Panthers, and he should be extremely proud 
of this impressive distinction he has so rightly 
earned. 

Before this NFL season started, few people 
expected the Carolina Panthers to win enough 
games to seriously compete for a spot in the 
postseason playoffs. However, Coach Rivera 
never let the detractors get in the way of pre-
paring his team to focus only on the challenge 
directly in front of them. What happened over 
the course of the season is almost unbeliev-
able, even to the most devoted Panthers fans. 
The Panthers won 15 of 16 games during the 
regular season, making the Panthers only the 
seventh team in NFL history to win 15 games, 
and set a franchise record for the most vic-
tories in a single season. In the postseason, 
the Panthers hosted the NFC Championship in 
Charlotte for the first time in the franchise’s 
history and earned a spot in the Super Bowl 
for only the second time since the team’s first 
season in 1995. Needless to say, this was a 
fantastic season that will long be remembered 
by the players, coaches and fans. 

Coach Rivera deserves much of the credit 
for the Panthers’ success this year, and this 
award is a testament to the outstanding job he 
did preparing for each game and putting his 
players in the best position to achieve suc-
cess. While he already had a reputation as a 
tough player and as one of the top defensive 
minds in the sport, I believe this award, along 
with the continued success of the Panthers 
during his tenure as head coach, shows 
Coach Rivera is quickly becoming known as 
one of the finest coaches in the game. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Carolina Panthers Head Coach Ron Ri-
vera for earning the 2015 NFL Coach of the 
Year award. I look forward to seeing Coach 
Rivera build upon this historic season and fur-
ther cement the Panthers’ status as one of the 

best teams in the NFL. Go Panthers and Keep 
Pounding! 

f 

KELVIN ZHANG SPELLS HIS WAY 
TO A WIN 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Kelvin Zhang for winning the 
2016 Alvin Independent School District (ISD) 
Spelling Bee. 

Kelvin, a fifth-grader at York Elementary 
School, competed against 18 other students 
from 4th through 8th grade within the Alvin 
ISD. Over the course of 36 rounds, Kelvin won 
his Spelling Bee title by perfectly spelling the 
word ‘‘toboggan.’’ He advances to the Houston 
Public Media Spelling Bee on April 2nd. We 
are very proud of Kelvin and wish him luck at 
the Houston Public Media Spelling Bee. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Kelvin for winning the Alvin ISD Spelling 
Bee. Keep up the great work. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due 
to unforeseen circumstances, I missed the fol-
lowing votes: 

H.R. 136—To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1103 
USPS Building 1103 in Camp Pendleton, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Camp Pendleton Medal of 
Honor Post Office’’. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YES’’ on this bill. 

H.R. 3735—To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 200 
Town Run Lane in Winston Salem, North 
Carolina, as the ‘‘Maya Angelou Memorial 
Post Office’’. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘YES’’ on this bill. 

f 

NORWOOD VIEW ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL CENTENNIAL 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the United States Congress and the Second 
District of Ohio, I congratulate the students 
and teachers, past and present, of Norwood 
View Elementary School on their 100th anni-
versary. 

Providing a first-rate education for America’s 
youth is one of our greatest responsibilities 
and is essential to creating the educated, pro-
ductive, and innovative citizens who will shape 
our nation. 

For the past 100 years, Norwood View Ele-
mentary School has demonstrated a strong 
commitment to the children in our community. 
Thousands of students have graduated with a 
quality education and countless memories. 
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