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Though Effie Yeaw died in 1970, her legacy 

lives on in the American River Parkway she 
helped to establish. Her legacy also lives on in 
the Nature Center which continues to be guid-
ed by Effie’s genuine love for nature and chil-
dren. In 1960, the Director of Parks received 
a Land and Water Conservation Fund grant to 
purchase land along the American River, in-
cluding the Effie Yeaw Nature Area. Construc-
tion of the Nature Center was completed in 
June 1976 and was dedicated in memory of 
Effie. 

Mr. Speaker, as the board of directors, staff, 
volunteers, and local nature enthusiasts gather 
for their 40th anniversary cleebration, I am 
pleased to honor and recognize Effie Yeaw 
Nature Center for its important role in enhanc-
ing Sacramento’s community. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing them continued 
success and thanking them for their service to 
the Sacramento region. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF 
LAWRENCE L. MIHLON 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chief Lawrence L. Mihlon on his 
retirement from the West Long Branch Police 
Department this year. Chief Mihlon dedicated 
34 years to the Borough of West Long Branch 
and his contributions are to be celebrated. 

Throughout his decorated career, Chief 
Mihlon held many positions, serving as Lieu-
tenant for 2 years and Captain for 7 years be-
fore being appointed Chief of Police in 2013. 
Chief Mihlon has an extensive police back-
ground, having served in many capacities 
within the department, including Patrol, Detec-
tives, Traffic, Training, Records, Command 
and Administration. Prior to joining the West 
Long Branch Police Department in 1982, Chief 
Mihlon worked as a Special Officer for the Lit-
tle Silver Police Department and a National 
Park Service Ranger at Sandy Hook and 
Shenandoah National Park. 

Chief Mihlon has been committed to serving 
the West Long Branch community and was fo-
cused on public relations, serving as the De-
partment spokesman and creating the Depart-
ment’s website and Facebook pages. Commu-
nity involvement has been instilled in Chief 
Mihlon’s family. His mother worked as a Little 
Silver Police Dispatcher, his sister is a special 
education principal, his brother serves on Little 
Silver Borough Council and his nephew is a 
Little Silver Patrolman and Fire Chief. Over 
the years, Chief Mihlon has been recognized 
for his dedicated service and accomplish-
ments, having received the West Long Branch 
Police Department’s Life Saving Medal, the 
Education Bar and the Exceptional Duty Bar. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Chief 
Lawrence Mihlon on his retirement and thank-
ing him for his service to New Jersey. Chief 
Mihlon’s commitment to the West Long Branch 
community is truly deserving of this body’s 
recognition. 

KIDS WORKING TO KEEP TEXAS 
BULLY FREE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Sidharth Duttala, a Fort Bend 
County student, for winning the National Asso-
ciation for Pupil Transportation’s (NAPT) Na-
tional School Bus Safety Week Poster Con-
test. 

Sidharth, a third-grader at Sugar Mill Ele-
mentary School, won first place in the Division 
I category, with his ‘‘Super Important Bully 
Free Zone’’ poster. Initially competing at the 
local level, Sidharth’s poster was voted on by 
school district bus drivers to be entered at the 
state level competition on the contest theme 
‘‘Bully Free Zone.’’ NAPT annually observes 
the importance of school bus safety. This 
year’s poster contest included students in 
more than 40 states and countless school dis-
tricts. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Sidharth Duttala. We are proud of him and 
encourage him to keep spreading kindness. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
PRICE 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special individual, John D. Price of Lex-
ington, Kentucky. Mr. Price lived an exemplary 
life of service to others and passed away on 
February 23, 2016. 

Mr. Price was a dedicated leader in edu-
cation in Fayette County. He was appointed to 
the school board in 2003 and was elected four 
times. He served as board chairman since 
2010. Mr. Price’s involvement began over 30 
years ago as a mentor with the Experience 
Based Career Education program. He went on 
to serve as a homeroom parent, a school vol-
unteer, and a member of site based councils 
at Julia R. Ewan Elementary and Bryan Sta-
tion High School. He was a PTA leader, serv-
ing as President of the 16th District PTA. He 
served on the Equity Council for Fayette 
County Public Schools. Mr. Price was a strong 
advocate for all students and was deeply con-
cerned with every student having the oppor-
tunity for a great education. His commitment 
to students was unwavering. 

Professionally, Mr. Price was a CPA and 
President of Price, Stagner, and Company. He 
was an active member of St. Peter Catholic 
Church. Mr. Price was a founding board mem-
ber of Housing Equality for All Lexington 
(HEAL) and remained active with HEAL for 
thirty eight years. 

John Price is survived by his daughter Alli-
son Courtney Crosby and her husband An-
thony Crosby, his mother Janella Wathen 
Price, and his sisters Jalenna Price and Mar-
garet Griffin. 

Mr. Price was a humble leader. Former su-
perintendent Tom Shelton says of John Price, 
‘‘He had exemplary character, strong personal 

integrity, and was a strong man of faith, and 
it was exhibited in everything he did and every 
decision he was involved in.’’ He made a sig-
nificant impact on the lives of all people he 
touched. He was an outstanding public serv-
ant, and I am honored to memorialize him be-
fore the United States House of Representa-
tives. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ART OF LIVING 
FOUNDATION 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Art of Living Foundation, and 
founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, as the Founda-
tion commemorates its 35th anniversary with 
the upcoming World Culture Festival in New 
Delhi on March 11–13, 2016. 

The three day major cultural event will be 
held at a venue that covers over 1,000 acres 
and will feature the world’s largest stage 
spread over an area of seven acres. 

The festival emphasizes co-existence and 
celebrates diversity by bringing together an 
estimated 3.5 million people to a common 
platform. 

We must all remember that while lifestyles 
vary from one culture to the next, we are all 
human beings who should learn from one an-
other. 

I believe celebrating cultural diversity around 
the globe, as the Art of Living Foundation is 
doing with this wonderful event, will open lines 
of communication and understanding between 
nations, and I certainly wish them well. 

f 

HONORING ETTA F. RITTER 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate Black History Month this year, I am hon-
ored to reflect on the contributions African- 
Americans have made within my district in 
Bronx County. That is why I am proud to have 
this opportunity to recognize Ms. Etta F. Ritter 
for her many years of tireless work to improve 
the lives of our community residents. 

Etta F. Ritter is a native of Bronx County, 
spending her early years as a resident of But-
ler Houses, where she attended PS 132, CES 
55 and IS 148. She later attended secondary 
school at Murry Bergtraum High School for 
Business Careers in Manhattan and majored 
in Secretarial Studies, graduating in 1982. Ms. 
Ritter then attended Manhattan Community 
College for one year, received an offer to work 
that started her on her career path. She has 
continued her education throughout the years 
in different venues. 

Ms. Ritter was hired at the New York City 
Office of Management and Budget as a back- 
up secretary in 1984. She was later promoted 
as a statistical typist within the Community De-
velopment Unit and was subsequently pro-
moted and transferred to the Computer Serv-
ices Unit as a help desk coordinator. Ms. Rit-
ter worked at the NYC Office of Management 
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and Budget up until October 1996, when she 
was hired as a Community Coordinator at 
Bronx Community Board Three, which covers 
parts of the Melrose, Claremont, Morrisania, 
and Crotona Park neighborhoods in my dis-
trict. 

She recognized that working at Bronx Com-
munity Board Three plays an important role in 
improving the quality of life for residents within 
Community District Three. As community coor-
dinator at Bronx Community Board Three, Ms. 
Ritter ensures that agendas and minutes are 
distributed on a monthly basis to area resi-
dents, elected officials, community based or-
ganizations and media contacts. She plays a 
vital role in ensuring that complaints/concerns 
relating to the delivery of municipal city serv-
ices are addressed in a timely fashion. 

In June of 2013, Ms. Ritter was promoted to 
Administrative Manager based on her exten-
sive relevant work experience. Under direction 
of the district manager and with wide latitude 
for independent initiative and judgment, she 
manages the daily operations of the office and 
performs difficult analytical work in the prepa-
ration and administration of the operating 
budget for Bronx Community Board Three. As 
the Fiscal Officer/Preparer for all budget docu-
ments, Ms. Ritter analyzes, prepares and 
modifies the Other than Personal Services 
Budget (OTPS) each year. 

Ms. Ritter is pleased to work at a commu-
nity board that has been ‘‘first’’ in the approval 
process involving the creation of numerous af-
fordable housing and economic development 
projects, including a Sect. 197-A Neighbor-
hood Development Plan, the Presbyterian 
Senior Services Grandparents Apartment 
building with support services for grandparents 
raising their grandchildren, the development of 
Boricua Village, which includes a major col-
lege campus in Boricua College that serves 
approximately 2,000 students and provides 
approximately 700 units of new housing and 
retail development, the Cross Bronx Plaza at 
East 174th Street, veterans housing and sub-
sidized, affordable, green LEEDS rated 
homes. 

Ms. Ritter’s long-term devotion to the Bronx 
is truly noteworthy, and we can also see the 
progress our borough has made thanks as a 
result. I am so pleased to be able to recognize 
her efforts here in Congress. She will be cele-
brating 32 years of City service come April 2, 
2016 and celebrates her life with her son 
Bashiek Dorsey, 31, who served in the Army 
protecting our country and now resides in Ir-
ving, Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring Ms. Etta F. Ritter for her consistently 
remarkable dedication to public service and 
longstanding commitment to improving our 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
LIFE OF COACH JAMES ‘‘JIM’’ 
BELDEN 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a beloved member of the 
Indiana community, Jim Belden. Jim was a 

councilman in Hamilton County and an Indiana 
Football Hall of Fame coach. Sadly, Jim died 
at the age of 77 on February 14, 2016 after 
a battle with cancer. He will be dearly missed 
by the Hoosier community, but we will remem-
ber him forever through the spectacular legacy 
he left behind. 

Although he was born in Michigan, Jim 
spent most of his life in Indiana. He attended 
and played football at Shortridge High School 
in Indianapolis, where he was honored as an 
All-City and All-State Fullback. He graduated 
from Shortridge in 1957 and served in the 
United States Navy from 1958–1962. After 
serving our country in the Navy, he went on to 
play football for Butler University and was hon-
ored as an All-Conference Fullback. He grad-
uated from Butler in 1963 and earned his 
master’s degree in 1971 from Ball State Uni-
versity. 

Beginning with his first call to public service 
in the United States Navy, he served as a 
stellar example of selfless public service. He 
left his mark as a teacher, a family man, and 
a member of the Hamilton County Council, but 
what Jim is most known for is coaching foot-
ball. Jim’s career as a high school teacher and 
football coach spanned over 30 years at three 
Hamilton County Schools—Westfield High 
School from 1964 to 1967, Noblesville High 
School from 1967 to 1980, and Carmel High 
School from 1980 to 1996. Jim is the 12th 
winningest coach in Indiana state history, with 
an impressive lifetime record of 283 wins, 80 
losses, and 2 ties. His extraordinary record in-
cluded 25 Conference titles, 16 Sectional, 10 
Regional, five Semi-State, one State-Runner 
up, and most notably, he led Carmel High 
School to 4 State Championship titles in 1980, 
1981, 1986, and 1991. 

He retired from coaching football in 1996 
and on April 24 of that year was inducted into 
the Indiana Football Hall of Fame. That honor 
followed many years of accolades. Beyond his 
long list of titles and State championships, he 
received ‘‘Coach of the Year’’ awards on many 
occasions, most notably from the Indiana 
Football Coaches Association, the Butler 
Alumni Association, and the Indiana Sports-
casters and Sportswriters Association. He was 
also awarded a Key to the City of Carmel, 
Noblesville recognized him with ‘‘Jim Belden 
Day,’’ and he received the prestigious Gov-
ernor’s Sagamore of the Wabash award, to 
name a few. He also ran a highly successful 
football camp for aspiring high school players 
for many years. As the daughter of a 30-year 
high school coach, I know the unquestionable 
and lasting impact Jim had on the many 
young men he coached, the students he 
taught, assistant coaches and faculty he 
worked with, and the schools and communities 
he served. 

In 1993, Jim began serving on the Hamilton 
County Council and won every election since. 
He was influential as a councilman and con-
tributed significantly to the community. He 
helped ensure the expansion of Ivy Tech 
Community College in Noblesville with a vote 
to provide funding for the project and was a 
big proponent of planned upgrades to State 
Road 37. 

Jim loved coaching football and serving as 
an elected official in Hamilton County, but his 
pride and joy was his family. Jim is survived 
by his wife, Bev, son, Bo, daughter, Bamby, 
and 5 grandchildren. He is also survived by 
his brother, Randy, sister, Candy, and several 

nieces, nephews, and friends. Jim is a tremen-
dous example of an effective and dedicated 
public servant. After decades of serving as a 
mentor and leader in the community, his im-
pact and presence will not soon be forgotten. 
Please join me in thanking Jim’s family and 
friends for sharing this truly remarkable man 
with the Hoosier community. 

f 

KIANNA HAWKINS—A GIRL WITH A 
VISION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Kianna Hawkins of Manvel, 
Texas for being named a distinguished finalist 
in the Texas’ top youth volunteers of 2016, 
given by The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards. 

Kianna is a senior at Lamar High School 
and a scout in the Girl Scouts of San Jacinto 
Council troop. Her community service project, 
‘‘EyeCare4TeenVision’’ raises awareness 
about the importance of eye care and aims to 
provide critical services to children in need. 
Her efforts in partnering with the nonprofit Ne-
hemiah Center and the Prevent Blindness or-
ganization led her to become a distinguished 
finalist in The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards. These awards recognize talented 
young men and women across America that 
have graciously served their communities. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Kianna Hawkins for being a Distinguished 
Finalist. We are so proud of her and can’t wait 
to see what she does next. 

f 

HONORING JOHN SUDDUTH 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor Mr. John Sudduth of Double 
Springs, Alabama as the 2016 honoree of the 
Winston County Republican Party. I am hon-
ored to stand before this body of Congress 
and this Nation to recognize Mr. Sudduth for 
his unselfish dedication to the people of Win-
ston County. 

Mr. Sudduth grew up in Winston County be-
fore receiving his teaching degree. He first 
taught in Piedmont, Alabama before returning 
to his native Winston County where he taught 
agriculture science for more than 30 years at 
Winston County High School. Mr. Sudduth has 
taught thousands of students over the years 
the importance of agriculture to the local com-
munity, the state of Alabama and to America. 

Mr. Sudduth has been very active in his 
community. He is a member of Double 
Springs First Baptist Church. He is also very 
active in ALFA and the Cattleman’s Associa-
tion. As part of his service in the Cattleman’s 
Association, Mr. Sudduth and other members 
helped distribute supplies to farmers who were 
hard hit by the tornado outbreak of April 2011. 

Last but not least, Mr. Sudduth has been a 
member of the Winston County Republican 
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