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through his extensive and distinguished work,
has proven to be a leader in his community.

Matthew is an attorney and recent partner
with Colligan Law LLP. Matthew’s practice re-
lates to counseling startups, entrepreneurs
and businesses. His practice includes land
use, commercial real estate and regulatory
compliance for businesses and political
groups.

An active member of the Western New York
startup community, Matthew was co-founder
and co-director of the Buffalo Chapter of Start-
up Grind. In that role, he also co-founded the
monthly #LaunchHour entrepreneur Twitter
chat in partnership with Launch NY. He serves
as a member of FIKA Buffalo and the 43
North WeMakeBuffalo Team.

Additionally, Matthew sits on the advisory
board of the ECIDA Venture Capital Fund, a
board responsible for making recommenda-
tions to the ECIDA Board of Directors on how
to form and operate a ten year, multi-million
dollar early stage venture fund focusing on
local emerging companies with high growth
potential. An entrepreneur himself, Matthew is
a co-founder and Chief Financial Officer of
Black Squirrel Distillery, a New York State
craft distillery. In that role he also co-founded
the WNY Craft Beverage Alliance, Inc.

Outside of the startup community, Matthew
is a strong advocate for sustainable develop-
ment and has served as a member of the
Smart Growth Work Group of the WNY Re-
gional Economic Development Council and the
One Region Forward Land Use & Develop-
ment Working Team.

As the former Chair of The Emerging Busi-
ness Leaders, Matthew served on the Board
of Directors and Executive Committee of the
Amherst Chamber of Commerce, as well as
the Chamber’s Public Policy Committee. He
volunteers for B-Team Buffalo and the
Parkside Community Association. Matthew
also serves as a member of the Professional
Panel for the Cancer Legal Resource Center,
and as an advisory board member for
WomenElect.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Matthew Pelkey as he
receives the Emerging Business Leader
Award from the Amherst Chamber of Com-
merce. His personal contribution of time and
effort towards the progress and enhancement
of our community is admirable, and | wish him
much continued success in all his future en-
deavors.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF PAUL
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Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a heroic individual, Mr. Paul
Tranbarger, of Flemingsburg, Kentucky.

Mr. Tranbarger served in World War Il as
part of what we consider the Greatest Genera-
tion in our nation’s history. Please join me
today in honoring a man who has displayed
selflessness, courage, commitment, and dedi-
cation to our beautiful country.

Paul Tranbarger was born in Bristol, Virginia
in 1926. He left home at the early age of 17
when he enlisted in the United States Navy.
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As a Seaman First Class aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Shamrock Bay, he participated in
the Philippines Campaign: Phase 2, the Battle
of lwo Jima, and the Okinawa Campaign. He
was part of a crew that earned the USS
Shamrock three battle stars. As if the military
battles were not enough, he and his crew en-
dured a typhoon while onboard the ship.

After his military service, Paul returned
home in 1946 to Virginia where he began
working for Crosley Refrigeration. It was there
he met and married his first and only love,
Sadie. The two moved to Kentucky in 1952.
Determined to live the American dream, Mr.
Tranbarger fell in love with farming and owned
and operated his own service station.

Paul and his late wife Sadie have three chil-
dren. He is an elder at the Mt. Pisgah Chris-
tian Church and is still very active in his com-
munity. He attributes his faith in God and love
of family as the reason for his existence at
age 90.

Words can never express our gratitude or
convey the honor so richly deserved. His serv-
ice and sacrifice will be remembered and hon-
ored for generations to come.

——————
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, the lives of many in my district
have been touched by the life of one—Mrs.
Jennie Mclvor Richardson Campbell; and

Whereas, she was born January 15, 1926 in
Mount Vernon, New York, and today she cele-
brates a milestone in her life, her 90th Birth-
day; and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents for the betterment
of our community and our nation through her
tireless works, words of encouragement and
inspiration; and

Whereas, Mrs. Campbell is a warrior for
those in need, a woman of compassion, a
fearless leader, a mother, a grandmother, an
aunt, a servant to all and truly a friend; her
dedicated service is present throughout my
district, she is an unwavering caregiver; and

Whereas, she is a blessing to us all. She
gives advice on life, sewing and culture. She
is @ member of her beloved Greenforest Com-
munity Baptist Church in Decatur, Georgia;
and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Jennie
Mclvor Richardson Campbell on the anniver-
sary of her birth and for her outstanding lead-
ership and service to our District; now there-
fore, I, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do
hereby proclaim January 15, 2016 as Mrs.
Jennie Mclvor Richardson Campbell Day in
the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 15th day of January, 2016.
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Mr. Benjamin T. Jealous as he is the
keynote speaker for the Canisius College Aca-
demic Talent Search Black History Month
event. Mr. Jealous and his years of experi-
ence in civil and human rights will bring invalu-
able insight to the students of Canisius Col-
lege and to the Buffalo community, and we
are honored to have him with us today.

The Academic Talent Search (ATS) Pro-
gram at Canisius College identifies and pro-
vides services for individuals from disadvan-
taged backgrounds, helping students progress
through the academic pipeline from middle
school through post-baccalaureate programs.
The program serves approximately 600 youths
recruited from area schools and community
service organizations, giving educational, so-
cial, and career support as well as co-cur-
ricular and cultural enhancement.

Mr. Jealous has previously served as the
President and Chief Executive Officer of the
NAACP. He recently began working in the Sil-
icon Valley venture capital firm Kapor Capital,
where he plans to continue his goal of growing
opportunities for minorities in the tech econ-
omy. A Rhodes Scholar, Mr. Jealous was
named by both Forbes and TIME magazine to
their “Top 40 under 40” lists, as well as a
Young Global Leader by the World Economic
Forum.

The youngest president in the NAACP’s his-
tory, Mr. Jealous began his career at 18 open-
ing mail at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
Under his leadership, the NAACP grew to be
the largest civil rights organization online and
on mobile, and became the largest commu-
nity-based nonpartisan voter registration oper-
ation in the country. In addition, the NAACP
experienced their first multi-year membership
growth in over 2 decades. A builder of robust
coalitions, Mr. Jealous’s leadership included
bringing environmentalist organizations into
the fight to protect voting rights, and con-
vincing several well-known conservatives to
join the NAACP in challenging mass incarcer-
ation.

Prior to leading the NAACP, Mr. Jealous
spent 15 years as a journalist and community
organizer. Throughout his entire career, he
has been the leader of successful state and
local movements to ban racial profiling, defend
voting rights, secure marriage equality, and
free multiple wrongfully incarcerated people.
Mr. Jealous has built a legacy on fighting for
justice, and has made a career out of helping
the disadvantaged and less fortunate.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Mr. Benjamin T. Jeal-
ous for all of the work that he has done. The
ATS Program and Canisius College is hon-
ored to have such a distinguished and honor-
able speaker for their event. His personal con-
tribution of time and effort towards the
progress of justice in our nation is admirable,
and | am grateful for his unwavering commit-
ment to such noble causes. | wish him much
continued success in all his future endeavors.
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Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 83,
| was absent on account of attending a fu-
neral.

Had | been present, | would have voted
Yes.

HONORING THE ESTILL COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL BAND

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
very special group of young people. Members
of the Estill County High School Marching En-
gineers won the Class AA Kentucky Music
Educators Association state competition. The
band is directed by Jason Bowles.

This event is very competitive and involves
young men and women from across Kentucky.
Like any successful endeavor, the victory was
won by dedication, hours of practice, deter-
mination, and teamwork. The young people
worked very hard for this accomplishment and
they learned many lessons that will benefit
them as they become adults.

Estill County High School is a small but
proud high school in Irvine, Kentucky. The
community was very supportive of this group
of students. The young people represented
themselves and their county very well at the
state competition. | congratulate the students
and their director on the Class AA KMEA state
championship and | am proud to honor them
before the United States House of Represent-
atives.

———

HONORING NEW ERA CAP CO, INC.
FOR RECEIVING THE COMMIT-
MENT TO EXCELLENCE AWARD
FROM THE AMHERST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize and honor New Era Cap Co, Inc. for
receiving the Commitment to Excellence
Award from the Amherst Chamber of Com-
merce. For nearly a century, New Era has
helped people express their unique passion,
pride, and style.

Now a brand recognized around the world,
New Era came from humble beginnings. In
1920, Ehrhardt Koch founded the company
out of the back room of a rented company on
Genesee Street in Buffalo, New York. The
company is family-owned to this day.

Each generation of the Koch family has em-
braced and grown New Era’s legacy. The
company started with a focus on making a
high-quality men’s fashion headwear, entering
the market with a cap known as the “Gatsby.”
After a few years, Ehrhardt Koch and his son
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Harold developed their next business venture,
the baseball cap. Under Harold’s leadership,
New Era built relationships with baseball
teams from Little League to college and pro-
fessional leagues.

Harold Koch’s son David continued to de-
velop the baseball cap, growing New Era from
a company supplying a few teams with caps
to providing almost every Major League Base-
ball (MLB) and their Minor League affiliates
with its 59FIFTY fitted cap. It was David’s
dedication to building relationships with part-
ners like MLB that helped create the reputa-
tion New Era has today.

Chris Koch, David’s son and the fourth gen-
eration Koch to lead the company, picked up
where his father left off. With his knowledge of
New Era’s uniqueness, he secured a partner-
ship with the National Football League in
2010. With the addition of apparel and acces-
sories to its portfolio and having New Era
products sold in over 70 countries has trans-
formed New Era from a manufacturing com-
pany to a global lifestyle brand.

A search for a new headquarters in 2005
led the company to the ex-Federal Reserve
Bank building in downtown Buffalo. Today, the
company has 1100 employees and 17 offices,
producing 50 million caps per year to be sold
in 81 countries.

| ask that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating New Era on their accomplishment
of Commitment to Excellence award and their
continuous dedication and contributions to the
community at large.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DR. BERNADITA “BENIT”
CAMACHO-DUNGCA

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Bernadita
“Benit” Camacho-Dungca. Benit was a daugh-
ter of Guam, passionate advocate of the
Chamorro language and culture, and a dedi-
cated life-long educator. She passed away on
February 15, 2016 at the age of 74.

Benit was born and raised in Dededo,
Guam and was the eldest daughter of ten chil-
dren of Ignacio Rivera Camacho and Maria
Pocaigue Rosario. She was married to the late
Vicente Taitingfong Dungca and together they
had one son, John. Benit graduated from
George Washington High School and received
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Linguistics and
Anthropology from the University of Hawaii at
Manoa. She went on to receive her Master of
Arts degree in Education in Reading from the
University of Guam, and her Ph.D. in Cur-
riculum and Instruction from the University of
Oregon.

Benit began working at the University of
Guam in 1973 after creating the books,
“Chamorro Reference Grammar” and the
“Chamorro-English Dictionary.” Both books
are crucial resources for teaching and revital-
izing the Chamorro language. She was also
an associate professor at the University of
Guam’s School of Education. She taught
Chamorro and trained bilingual, bicultural
teachers from the Guam Department of Edu-
cation, the Commonwealth of the Northern
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Mariana Islands and the Federated States of
Micronesia. Benit initiated the Bilingual
Bicultural Teacher Education Program and
brought distance education to the University of
Guam. She was the recipient of the University
of Guam Faculty Award for Excellence in
Service. Benit also served as a government
representative for various international con-
ferences on language. Most notably, Benit
was the author of the Inifresi, or Guam
Pledge, which is recited in many schools, pub-
lic events, and meetings.

In addition to work at the University of
Guam, Benit was also very active in the com-
munity. She hosted a television program on
KGTF  Public Television called Fino’
Chamorro. Benit also served as a Girl Scout
leader, Tamuning Youth Program summer
camp director, was a member of the
Tamuning Community Council, and was in-
volved in her parish as a Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine teacher and a member of
various church ministries.

| am deeply saddened by the passing of Dr.
Bernadita “Benit” Camacho-Dungca, and | join
the people of Guam in celebrating her life, and
recognizing and remembering her dedicated
service to Guam. | thank her for sharing her
knowledge and tirelessly passing down all she
could for our future generations. | extend my
condolences to her son, John and his family.
My thoughts and prayers are with her family,
loved ones and friends. She will be missed,
and her memory and legacy will live on in the
hearts of the people of Guam.
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Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
83, | missed the vote as | was unavoidably de-
tained due to traffic getting on to the Capitol
Grounds.

Had | been present, | would have voted
Yes.

———————

HONORING WEST HERR AUTO-
MOTIVE GROUP FOR RECEIVING
THE RETAIL AWARD FROM THE
AMHERST CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor West Herr Automotive Group for receiv-
ing the Retail Award from the Amherst Cham-
ber of Commerce. West Herr’s history of and
dedication to good corporate citizenship as
well as their continued success is worthy of
recognition and praise.

West Herr Automotive Group, established in
1950, is the largest automotive group in New
York State and the 24th largest in the nation.
West Herr is a long-time contributor and sup-
porter of many worthwhile organizations in
Western New York, demonstrating their gen-
erosity and commitment to giving back to the
community that supports them.
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