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Grevesan, Boonton, Montville HS; Isaiah
Rodriguez, Fairfield, West Essex HS; Megan
Rudio, Byram, Lenape Valley HS; Chris-
topher Schlegel, Mendham, West Morris
Mendham HS.
NAVAL ACADEMY

Michael Corbett, Florham Park, Hanover
Park HS; Matthew Critchley, Morristown,
Morristown HS; Sofia Farrell, Nutley, Nut-
ley HS; Matthew Gallo, Whippany, Whippany
Park HS; Kristine Gurcan, Whippany,
Whippany Park HS; Marisa Lakin, Verona,
Verona HS; Adam Magistro, Morristown,
Newark Academy; Courtney McKenna, Spar-
ta, Sparta HS; Robert White, Pompton
Plains, Pequannock HS; Alexander Wang,
Parsippany, Parsippany HS.

MILITARY ACADEMY

Taylor Carmichael, Pompton Plains,
Pequannock HS; William Gault, Verona,
Verona HS; Mitchell Haddad, Fairfield, East-
ern Christian School; Christopher Morgan,
West Orange, West Orange HS; Christopher
Papa, Chatham, Chatham HS; Ivan Peters,
Boonton, Mountain Lakes HS, US Army;
John Rogacki, North Caldwell, Seton Hall
Prep; Justice Rooney, West Orange, West Or-
ange HS; Sean Schoch, Sparta, Sparta HS;
Alexander Zevits, Montville, Montville HS.

NAVAL ACADEMY PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Dean C. Caravela, West Caldwell; James

Caldwell High School

—————

TRIBUTE TO MR. SIMON PHILLIP
“PHIL” LEVETAN

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the leadership and service of Mr. Simon Phillip
“Phil” Levetan; and

Whereas, Mr. Simon Phillip “Phil” Levetan
served our nation with honor and valor in the
United States Army Air Corps Division during
World War 1l. He was responsible for main-
taining the electrical and mechanical systems
of B29 airplanes, which served as powerful
tools for the Allies, aiding in the destruction of
the Axis powers; and

Whereas, Mr. Levetan served and led our
district in DeKalb County, as a steadfast pillar
of our community, a business owner and oper-
ator of his family’s scrap metal business, Dixie
Iron and Metal Company. He was a commu-
nity leader and First Gentleman of DeKalb
County as he served the citizens by partnering
with his wife former C.E.O. of DeKalb County
and State Senator Liane Levetan. He was the
wind beneath her wings for sixty one (61)
years in marriage; and

Whereas, Mr. Levetan was a lifetime mem-
ber of Ahavath Achim Synagogue and a mem-
ber of Congregation Beth Jacob. He also
planned weekly Lunch and Learn sessions for
Chabad with Rabbi Yossi New for more than
two decades. In addition, he was a member of
the Jewish War Veterans and a member of
the Elks 78 organizations; and

Whereas, he never asked for fame or for-
tune, nor found a job too small or too big; he
gave of himself, his time, his talent and his life
to uplift those in need by demonstrating un-
wavering commitment to protecting and serv-
ing the citizens of the United States of Amer-
ica; and
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Whereas, he was a husband, a father, a
brother and a friend; he was also a man of
great integrity who remained true to the uplift-
ing and service of my district; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia recognizes Mr.
Simon Philip “Phil” Levetan as a citizen of
great worth and so noted distinction; now
therefore, I, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do
hereby attest to the 114th Congress that Mr.
Simon Phillip “Phil” Levetan is deemed worthy
and deserving of this “Congressional Honor”
by declaring Mr. Simon Phillip “Phil” Levetan
U.S. Citizen of Distinction in the 4th Congres-
sional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 4th day of January, 2016.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF HOMES FOR
HEROES

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Homes for Heroes, the Mission First
Housing Group’s Fund for Veterans’ fund-
raising event for housing for homeless vet-
erans.

Homelessness among veterans is a tragic
problem nationwide, and many veterans strug-
gle with addiction and other issues that make
keeping their own homes difficult. The federal
government estimates that nearly 50,000 vet-
erans are homeless on any given night, and
another 1.4 million are at risk of homeless-
ness. Seventy percent of homeless veterans
face substance abuse issues.

And it's a problem that seems to be getting
worse: Pennsylvania’s homeless population in-
creased by 46 percent from 2009 to 2013.

The service of our veterans should never be
forgotten, and organizations like Mission First
do much to ensure that those individuals and
their families who have sacrificed so much for
our country have a safe place to call home.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Mission First on
its work to honor our nation’s veterans. Work-
ing with groups like Mission First, we can help
get veterans off the streets and into safe
homes. We owe it to the many veterans who
served and sacrificed.

———

HONORING BUFFALO MANUFAC-
TURING WORKS FOR RECEIVING
THE INNOVATION AWARD FROM
THE AMHERST CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Buffalo Manufacturing Works as the
Amherst Chamber of Commerce presents the
organization with the Innovation Award. Their
cooperative and supportive mission plays an
important role in bolstering Western New
York’s manufacturing community.

Buffalo Manufacturing Works is a collabo-
rative organization that exists to serve the
needs of the Buffalo Niagara manufacturing
community. Previously known as the Buffalo
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Niagara Institute for Advanced Manufacturing
Competitiveness, it was established with $45
million from the Buffalo Billion Investment
Plan.

Working with their operational partner EWI,
Buffalo Manufacturing Works has met with
over 150 local manufacturers and business of-
ficials to gather input and develop a shared vi-
sion. A critical piece of their model is the Buf-
falo Manufacturing Works Founders Council, a
dedicated group of local manufacturing com-
panies that represent the industry and focus
on fostering long-term sustainability.

Buffalo Manufacturing Works enables local
manufacturers and businesses to grow and
develop through a strong network of support
from industry, research, and academic part-
ners. Their partners include the University at
Buffalo for fundamental research, Insyte Con-
sulting for process excellence, EWI applied re-
search and development, and the World Trade
Center Buffalo Niagara for market expansion.

In addition, Buffalo Manufacturing Works
provides insight into workforce development
practices to companies. To help companies
manufacture products in the most efficient way
possible, the organization also develops its
own new technologies.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to recognize Buffalo Manufac-
turing Works as they receive the Innovation
Award from the Amherst Chamber of Com-
merce. | wish the organization continued suc-
cess and commend their commitment to build-
ing a strong present and future for Western
New York’s economy.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 84,
| was absent on account of attending a fu-
neral.

Had | been present, | would have voted
Yes.

————

HONORING THE NICHOLAS COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
very special group of young people. The Nich-
olas County High School Cheerleaders,
coached by Jessica Letcher Hamilton, recently
won the Universal Cheerleaders Association’s
National High School Cheerleading Competi-
tion.

This event is very competitive and involves
young women from across the nation. Like
any successful endeavor, the victory was won
by dedication, hours of practice, determination,
and teamwork. The young women worked
very hard for this accomplishment and they
learned lessons that will benefit them as they
become adults.

Nicholas County High School is a small but
proud high school in Carlisle, Kentucky. The
community was very supportive of this group
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of young women. The girls represented them-
selves and their county very well at the na-
tional competition in Orlando, Florida. | con-
gratulate the students and their coaches on
the national championship and | am proud to
honor them before the United States House of
Representatives.

———

HONORING BRIAN HAYDEN UPON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE CITY OF BUF-
FALO

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Mr. Brian Hayden as he retires from the
City of Buffalo. Brian’s career with the City
spanned over forty years.

Brian was born on February 8th, 1954 at
Our Lady of Victory Hospital in Lackawanna,
New York to his beloved parents John & Doro-
thy (Norton) Hayden. He has two siblings,
Dennis and Susan.

Growing up, Brian graduated from Holy
Family Grammar School in 1968, one of sev-
eral Catholic schools in the close-knit commu-
nity of South Buffalo. He went on to attend Fa-
ther Baker High School, becoming Senior
Class President for the class of 1972. Brian
attended Brockport College.

Brian first worked as a pool attendant at the
Boone Street Playground during the summer
of 1973, transitioning into a rink guard at
Cazenovia Ice Rink. The next year, he started
as a Laborer with the Carpenters for the Buf-
falo Board of Education. In 1979 he became
co-owner of the Ounce and a Half, a favorite
neighborhood gathering spot on Abbott Road
in South Buffalo.

In 1983 Brian became a Building Inspector
for the City of Buffalo. As an inspector, he en-
sured structures were safe and compliant with
local, state, and federal regulations. Working
his way up through the ranks, in 1990 he
moved to the role of Director of Building Safe-
ty & Health for the Buffalo Board of Education.
In 1993 he began his service as the Director
of Building Inspections for one year, con-
tinuing to serve as a Building Inspector after-
wards.

A family man, Brian is married to Jean Ann
Kalec, with whom he has 2 sons, Matthew and
John. He is also known for his community in-
volvement, and volunteers for many races, or-
ganizations, and groups. He is a founding
member of the Connors, Kait, Harrity Memorial
Race, which went on for twenty-five years.
Brian won the prestigious Irishman of the Year
award in 1995 and the St. Thomas Aquinas
Parishioner of the Year in 1996.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor Brian Hayden upon the
occasion of his well-deserved retirement. His
service to the City of Buffalo and our commu-
nity are worthy of recognition. | wish him all
the best in his future endeavors and a ful-
filling, relaxing retirement.
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U.S. LNG EXPORTS TO THE BLACK
SEA

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of U.S. Liquefied Nat-
ural Gas (LNG) exports.

U.S. LNG is of vital importance to our
friends around the world, specifically those in
the Black Sea.

Currently, our European allies are stuck in a
struggle for energy independence from Rus-
sia.

More critically, the burgeoning democracies
in Ukraine, Bulgaria and Romania are largely
dependent on Gazprom for their crucial gas
supplies, and we are all well aware Russia is
seeking to influence its neighbors’ political
process by threatening their gas supply.

American LNG could give Ukraine and the
other Black Sea nations a real alternative.

In fact, there are Texas companies already
engaged in negotiations with the Ukrainian
state gas companies to build Ukraine’s Black
Sea LNG receiving terminal and supply U.S.
LNG to Ukraine.

There exists a concern that an impediment
to Ukraine receiving U.S. LNG is the uncer-
tainty surrounding the passage of LNG tankers
through the Bosphorus Straits.

Under the 1936 Montreux Convention,
which controls how the Bosphorus Straits are
to be used in peacetime, the LNG tanker issue
should already be resolved.

Article 1 provides that “The High Con-
tracting Parties recognize and affirm the prin-
ciple of freedom of transit and navigation by
sea in the Straits.”

Article 2 states that “In time of peace, mer-
chant vessels shall enjoy complete freedom of
transit and navigation in the Straits, by day
and by night, under any flag with any kind of
cargo.”

Even with the clear language of the Treaty,
debate continues as to governmental authori-
ties over the waters of the Bosphorus.

It is time to bring clarity to this important
issue and open the Black Sea to U.S. LNG
exports.

U.S. LNG exports will play an important role
in the future of our allies.

It is my hope we can develop a reasonable,
consensus approach to allow LNG to pass
through the Bosphorus Straits.

———

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS FELLED BY GUN VIO-
LENCE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with
a deep sadness and a heavy heart that | rise
today to pay tribute to the individuals in law
enforcement who have fallen in the line of
duty while serving and protecting their commu-
nities.

It is important to acknowledge that no one
is immune from gun violence, including our
law enforcement officers stepping in the line of
danger to protect us.
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While overall rates of officers killed by gun
violence have declined over the years, we
continue to see and hear about horrific cases
of officers falling victim to gun violence.

Since 2005, shooting-related deaths account
for approximately 37 percent of officer fatali-
ties in the line of duty.

In the past five years, 259 police officers
have died by gunfire across the nation.

Thirteen of those deaths were accidental.

Sadly, Texas had the highest number of fa-
talities, losing 12 officers in 2015.

This year, we have already lost nine officers
to senseless gun violence across the nation in
Utah, Oregon, Colorado, North Dakota, Ohio,
Georgia, Mississippi and two in Maryland.

Five of these shootings occurred in just
three days in February.

The recent incident that occurred on Feb-
ruary 10, 2016, in Harford County, Maryland,
accounting for two of five officers killed in less
than a week is particularly alarming and egre-
gious.

Senior Deputy Patrick Dailey and Senior
Deputy Mark Logsdon of the Harford County
Sheriff Department were killed upon approach-
ing a troubled and wanted man in a local res-
taurant.

They were the first Harford County Sheriff's
deputies to be shot and killed in the line of
duty since 1899.

The suspect, who legally purchased the
weapon used in shooting these officers, had a
history of domestic violence including stalking
and a suspected shooting of his estranged
wife, substance abuse, and a criminal record
including assault on an officer.

Awarded Medals of Honor, Deputy Dailey
and Deputy Logsdon paid the ultimate sac-
rifice for responding to a call of need, and en-
countering an individual who should have
never been in legal possession of a firearm.

Mr. Speaker, this tragic event highlights the
desperate need for mental health and com-
mon sense gun reform in this country.

We do not need any more first tragedies for
communities and law enforcement agencies,
and we do not need to repeat history as this
year sets a shocking pace for increased officer
killings by gunfire.

There is no place in a civilized society for
such senseless and preventable acts of vio-
lence in this country.

As Members of Congress we have a solemn
obligation to pass legislation that improves the
safety and respect between every law enforce-
ment officer and the communities they serve
to protect.

| ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of the fallen police officers in
this nation.

HONORING MATTHEW PELKEY FOR
RECEIVING THE EMERGING BUSI-
NESS LEADER AWARD FROM
THE AMHERST CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 24, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Mr. Matthew Pelkey as he is presented

with the Emerging Business Leader Award by
the Amherst Chamber of Commerce. Matthew,
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