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in shaping the future of our Nation. The
Okaloosa County Teacher of the Year award
is a reflection of Mrs. Wadsworth’s tireless
work ethic and steadfast dedication to the
Okaloosa County community. She has proven
to be among the many exceptional teachers in
Northwest Florida, and her contributions to her
students and community are unparalleled.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize Charlotte
Wadsworth as the Okaloosa County, Florida
Teacher of the Year and thank her for her
commitment to service to Northwest Florida.
My wife Vicki joins me in congratulating Mrs.
Wadsworth, and we wish her all the best for
her continued success.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE NOBEL PRIZE
IN CHEMISTRY BEING AWARDED
TO DR. AZIZ SANCAR
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | would like to recognize
the tremendous accomplishment of Dr. Aziz
Sancar for winning the Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry. He and his team have been working for
decades to understand human DNA more
thoroughly, and have recently made a break-
through in mapping DNA repair.

Originally from Turkey, Dr. Sancar earned
his Ph.D. in molecular and cell biology from
the University of Texas at Dallas in 1977. It
was during his time at UT-Dallas that Dr.
Sancar successfully purified and described a
bacterial enzyme called photolyase. This dis-
covery was integral to his work that won him
the Nobel Prize. Dr. Sancar was granted the
status as a distinguished alumnus of UT-Dal-
las in 2009. His Nobel Prize is the icing atop
the cake of his everlasting contribution to UT-
Dallas and its doctoral program in molecular
and cell biology. He is the first alumnus to win
a Nobel Prize.

Dr. Sancar is the Sarah Graham Kenan Pro-
fessor of Biochemistry and Biophysics at the
University of North Carolina School of Medi-
cine. He has been there since 1982. The work
he has done at his lab on mapping the cellular
mechanisms that underlie DNA repair, which
occurs every single minute of the day in re-
sponse to damage caused by outside forces,
such as ultraviolet radiation and other environ-
mental factors, is the reason he won the
Nobel Prize. In particular, Sancar mapped nu-
cleotide excision repair, which is vital to DNA
subjected to UV damage. His work will create
a better system of identifying how cancer
drugs target cancer cells, and will improve
treatment.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the U.S. Turk-
ish Congressional Caucus, | want to express
how much | value Turkish Americans’ sci-
entific, political, athletic and artistic contribu-
tions to America’s rich mosaic. | congratulate
Dr. Sancar for his hard work in mapping DNA
repair, potential for advancements in cancer
treatment, and pride he has brought UT-Dallas
and the greater Dallas community in winning
the Nobel Prize. And therefore, | want to for-
mally recognize the brilliant Dr. Aziz Sancar in
the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the late Grace H. Daniels
for her service to the city of Philadelphia. A
force in Philadelphia politics and an unwaver-
ing advocate for Philadelphia’s African Amer-
ican community from the late 1940s until her
death in 1980, Grace’s lifetime of service to
the people of Philadelphia will be recognized
this month when 46th Street is renamed
Grace H. Daniels Way in her honor.

Shortly after becoming one of the first Afri-
can-American women to graduate from Duke
University, Grace came to Philadelphia in the
1940s with her husband Otis and their large
family. Settling into their new home on 46th
Street, Grace quickly became active in the
community and as a parent of nine children in
the Philadelphia School District.

It should be no surprise that Grace’s desire
to help better her community led her to de-
velop an interest in politics. She was elected
Democratic Committeewoman of Philadel-
phia’'s 44th Ward in 1947. She later became
chairperson of the 44th Ward in 1967 and a
member of the Democrat State Committee in
1977, positions she would hold until her death
in 1980. During her time in Philadelphia poli-
tics, Grace developed a reputation as a loyal
and dedicated leader who always paid close
attention to the needs of her constituents.

Although she is no longer with us, Grace left
behind an enduring legacy of strong leader-
ship and activism. She is an important part of
Philadelphia’s history and | am proud that 46th
Street will be renamed in her honor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues help me in honoring
the life and memory of Grace H. Daniels.
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise on #RestorationTuesday to honor
the foot soldiers of the Voting Rights Move-
ment. On March 7th of last year, while aboard
Air Force One en route to Selma for the 50th
Anniversary of Bloody Sunday, President
Obama signed the legislation | introduced to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to the
Foot Soldiers who participated in Bloody Sun-
day, Turnaround Tuesday, and the final Selma
to Montgomery Voting Rights Marches in
1965.

On that day, 50 years after the march, thou-
sands of grateful Americans gathered in my
hometown to celebrate and honor the brave
foot soldiers and all they sacrificed in pursuit
of equality, justice, and voting rights. Demo-
crats stood side by side with Republicans, and
the first African American President in our na-
tion’s history stood next to President George
W. Bush who reauthorized the Voting Rights
Act just nine years earlier. On that day, we
shed our party loyalties and came together as
Americans.
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Sadly, | stand on the floor of the House al-
most one year later, and Republicans continue
to refuse to bring legislation to restore voting
rights to the floor for a simple up or down
vote. The progress that was paid for with the
blood of the foot soldiers is being rolled back,
and Congress has done nothing.

Tomorrow, Republicans and Democrats will
come together again, this time in our Nation’s
Capitol, to award the Congressional Gold
Medal to the foot soldiers who showed such
bravery 50 years ago. They deserve to be rec-
ognized by our country’s leaders, but this Con-
gress should be giving them much more than
a medal. They should protect the sacred vot-
ing rights that these brave men and women
marched for 50 years ago.

As we are joined tomorrow by the foot sol-
diers of the Civil Rights Movement, | beg my
colleagues to reflect on the sacrifice they
made, as well as the ideals they fought for.
These heroic everyday Americans were con-
fronted with violence and injustice, but were
not discouraged from fighting for their God
given rights. | hope that their presence can in-
spire every member of this Congress to
#RestoreTheVote.

———————
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 60 years
ago today, a pivotal event occurred in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, the birthplace of the mod-
ern Civil Rights Movement.

On this day 60 years ago, the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, which began on December 5,
1955, after Rosa Parks refused to give up her
seat to a white man and move to “Colored”
section in the back of the bus, was in its 57th
day.

To that point, the boycott had enjoyed re-
markable success.

Morning buses that normally would be
crowded with African Americans heading to
work throughout the city were essentially
empty.

Instead, many African Americans gathered
near the bus stops, waiting for rides, many of
which came from whites whose primary inter-
est was getting their domestic employees to
their homes or other workers to their places of
business.

Others rode Negro taxis, with many drivers
giving reduced fares that day.

But thousands more walked to work and
school.

An estimated that some 17,000 African
Americans took part in the boycott initially, a
number that would grow to 42,000, aided in
part by the action by the bus system itself.

In particular, within days after the boycott
began, bus officials asked the Montgomery
City Commission for permission to close
routes to many of the primary black commu-
nities, arguing that the boycott had made serv-
ice to those areas no longer financially attrac-
tive.

So in those parts of town, even the handful
of African Americans who might have wanted
to use the buses could not do so.
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In the early days of the boycott African
American taxi companies helped transport
former bus riders and did so for the reduced
fare of 10 cents per ride.

In retaliation, city officials began strictly en-
forcing a long dormant city ordinance that set
minimum fares at 45 cents, which priced taxi
rides on a daily basis out of the reach of many
working-class African Americans.

But despite the backlash, retaliation, and
harassment by the local police, the boycott
would not be broken.

The most sweeping official action designed
to intimidate boycott leaders came in February
1956, when the Montgomery grand jury in-
dicted 89 boycott leaders, including the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Rosa Parks; Rev.
Ralph David Abernathy; and several other par-
ticipating black ministers.

The charges were based on a seldom-en-
forced 1921 state statute that barred boycotts
without,“just cause.”

Those indicted were arrested over the next
few days, booked and released on bond.

But as official tactics failed to discourage
the boycott, unofficial intimidation would soon
take a more dangerous turn such as the
bombing of the parsonage in which King and
his family lived was bombed.

Mr. Speaker, the Montgomery Bus Boycott
showed the nation and the world that there is
a limit to a people’s patience and tolerance in
the face of injustice.

In rebelling against the unjust, unfair, dehu-
manizing, and discriminatory practice of racial
segregation, the Montgomery Bus Boycotters
were acting in the finest American tradition,
following the admonition in the Declaration of
Independence that:

[A]ll experience hath shewn, that mankind
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abol-
ishing the forms to which they are accus-
tomed.

But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
Object evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is
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their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future
security.

Mr. Speaker, the books of literature are
filled with stories about the plucky underdog
striving and succeeding against the odds but
what is amazing and remarkable about the
Montgomery Bus Boycott is that it is a modern
day story of little David felling mighty Goliath
that has the advantage of being true and in-
spired other successful social movements
around the world.

The Montgomery Boycott shows that one
person can make a difference and can inspire
similar acts of courage in others which when
combined send out ripples of hope that, as
Robert Kennedy, said “can sweep down the
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.”

Rosa Parks said she acted because she
wanted to be free:

Whatever my individual desires were to be
free, I was not alone. There were many oth-
ers who felt the same way.

And inspired by her example, others acted,
and then joined by the actions of others, and
then still others, the bus boycott succeeded.

Mr. Speaker, 60 years has passed since a
small band of committed activists, armed only
with their faith in a righteous cause, won the
battle of Montgomery and set in motion a
movement that tore down the walls of legal-
ized injustice across the South.

They changed America for the better and for
that we owe them an eternal debt of gratitude.

TRIBUTE TO ACEL MOORE SR.

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 23, 2016
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to celebrate the life of Acel Moore Sr., a

journalist who was a trailblazing change agent
who died on Jan. 12. Born in South Philadel-
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phia in 1940, he joined the U.S. Army after
graduating high school. And then he decided
to set his sights on a career in journalism and
was hired as a clerk at the Philadelphia In-
quirer. During his 43-year career at the In-
quirer, he rose through the ranks from clerk to
reporter, columnist, member and associate
editor of the editorial board and ultimately was
named the newspaper's Associate Editor
Emeritus. Along the way he was awarded a
Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting and
was named a Nieman Fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity.

While his primary focus was reporting the
news, he also dedicated himself to opening
the doors of the esteemed fourth estate to mi-
norities. He was a founder of the Association
of Black Journalists and the National Associa-
tion of Black Journalists. And, because of his
advocacy the complexion of journalists in
newsrooms across the nation changed. He
also co-produced and hosted a
groundbreaking television program, on PBS,
“Black Perspective on the News.” The pro-
gram attracted African American journalists
from across the country, focusing on national
issues.

In spite of his accomplishments he never
stopped being a man of the people, proudly
representing his community. He was as com-
fortable interviewing mayors, judges and
congresspersons as he was interviewing sani-
tation workers and the lady on the block hold-
ing a bat as she attempted to rid her neighbor-
hood of gang violence.

Today there are hundreds of young people
of color who are working journalists because
they were mentored by Mr. Moore, or they
were part of minority high school journalism
programs he began or were simply inspired by
his advocacy to make American journalism
more inclusive.

With his death we have lost a powerful
voice, but he has left such a legacy of dedica-
tion to journalism, justice and inclusion that we
are all forever changed.
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