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only six months after his wife Dianne’s pass-
ing, is deeply saddening, and he will be great-
ly missed by the many people he helped.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP MILES E.
FOWLER

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, Bishop Miles E. Fowler, is cele-
brating thirty-eight years as pastor of Big Miller
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia,
Georgia; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler under the guidance
and calling of God, began preaching the word
of God forty-one years ago; and

Whereas, thirty-eight years ago upon be-
coming pastor at Big Miller Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, he has transformed the church
into a City of Refuge for Saints in DeKalb
County; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler has been a trail-
blazer, teaching the gospel on a national and
international level, motivating us all to live a
life that is worthy of imitation of God’s grace:
humility, love, godliness, integrity and a com-
mitment to prayer; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler served our nation
with honor as a member of the United States
Air Force, past opening speaker for the Geor-
gia State Senate and guest Chaplin for open-
ing the United States Congress; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God continues to be a blessing to us
as a spiritual leader, an educator and a com-
munity leader who not only talks the talk, but
walks the walk; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler is a spiritual war-
rior, a man of compassion, an author and a
servant to all, but most of all a visionary who
has shared with his Church, my District and
the world his passion to spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Bishop Miles E.
Fowler, as he celebrates his 38th Pastoral An-
niversary; now therefore, I, HENRY C. “HANK”
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim October 25,
2015 as: Bishop Miles E. Fowler Day in the
4th Congressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 25th day of October, 2015.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE REDUCING
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Reducing Long-Term Unemployment
Act, to address one of the lingering workforce
tragedies in today’s economy—our long-term
unemployed—and to keep the economy grow-
ing. Although the overall unemployment rate
has fallen below 5 percent, Americans who
have remained unemployed for longer than 27
weeks have not enjoyed a similar recovery. In
January 2016, the number of long-term unem-
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ployed (those jobless for 27 weeks or more)
was 2.1 million, which accounted for 26.9 per-
cent of the total unemployed population.

To make matters even worse, the long-term
unemployed now face employment discrimina-
tion as employers show reluctance to hire job-
seekers because of the length of their unem-
ployment. Therefore, my bill provides a nec-
essary incentive to hire the long-term unem-
ployed—a $5,000 tax credit for employers
against their payroll tax liability for each (net)
new long-term unemployed person they hire.
The tax credit is large enough to give employ-
ers an incentive to increase the hiring and
wages of those who have been unjustifiably
left behind, while ensuring that the economy
benefits from their participation. The credit
would be available to the broadest base of
employers because every employer—govern-
ment, non-profit, and for-profit—pays payroll
taxes, and employers could claim the credit on
a quarterly rather than annual basis. Accord-
ing to the independent, non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office, the proposal would “in-
crease both output and employment,” through
four mechanisms: (1) with lower employment
costs, employers would reduce the costs of
their products and services, which, in turn,
would first boost sales and then hiring and
hours worked; (2) employers would pass on
some of the tax savings to employees in the
form of higher wages or other compensation,
which, in turn, would increase employees’ pur-
chasing power; (3) higher profits would lead to
higher stock prices for public companies, in-
creasing shareholders’ wealth and therefore
their willingness to spend; and (4) with lower
employment costs, employers would increase
hiring. The bill has safeguards to prevent em-
ployers from gaming the system, including de-
nying a credit to an employer that fires one
employee and hires a replacement in order to
take advantage of the incentive.

For some time, it has been clear that tar-
geted policies are necessary to address to-
day’s stubborn long-term unemployment rates.
Without significant targeting, the long-term un-
employed are in danger of becoming perma-
nently unemployed. This group of competent
and experienced Americans deserves better.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

DUANE PATTERSON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Duane Patterson, owner of
Body & Sole Connection, for receiving the Am-
bassador of the Year award from the West
Chamber of Jefferson County.

The West Chamber Ambassadors are the
hospitality arm of the Chamber. They help
members by inviting them to events, intro-
ducing them to other members and making
new members feel a part of the West Cham-
ber family.

Duane Patterson embodies all the qualities
of a great ambassador. His dedication to the
West Chamber is evident in his diligent atten-
tion to his Ambassador duties. Duane is sim-
ply everywhere there is a West Chamber func-
tion—whether it's a ribbon cutting registering
and greeting guests, or helping to set up for
major events.
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| extend my deepest congratulations to
Duane Patterson for his well-deserved honor
by The West Chamber serving Jefferson
County. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same commitment to the community in the fu-
ture.

HONORING REV. ROBERT L.
MILLER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a God-fearing and im-
pressionistic man Rev. Robert L. Miller. Rev.
Miller has shown what can be done through
tenacity, dedication and a desire to serve God.

Rev. Miller has done many things through-
out his life, but inside he has always been a
preacher. At 89 years old, he can’t see himself
ever hanging it up, because it's his calling.
Some of the members of the church have said
their church will close its doors if he leaves.

He is currently serving five churches on a
rotation schedule where he will do two serv-
ices a Sunday except one Sunday a month,
he only does one service.

Forty years ago in July is when he first took
the pulpit at New Mount Zion M. B. Church.
Eleven years later in June 1986, he began
serving his fifth church, Locust Grove M. B.
Church.

He also preached at Providence M. B.
Church from 1971 until 1986. He has served
as vice moderator of the Sharkey County Bap-
tist Association and is currently the moderator
of the Warren County Baptist Association.

He was ordained in December 1968 and
started serving his first church just weeks
later.

The profession is so much a part of his
soul; oftentimes he slides into preacher mode
mid-conversation. The only job Rev. Miller has
ever had besides being a preacher was a let-
ter carrier for 25 years.

At 18, Miller was drafted and left high
school to join World War Il. He spent time in
France, England, Belgium and Germany as a
medic. Once the war was over, he returned to
Vicksburg to finish his high school degree at
Bowman High School.

Rev. Miller married two years later and had
eight children with his wife of almost 30 years.
She passed away in 1979. He was remarried
in August 2013 to Elease Fisher Miller.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Rev. Robert L. Miller for 40
years of service to New Mount Zion M. B.
Church.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE TOWN OF
HAVERSTRAW

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Town of Haverstraw in Rockland
County, New York, as it begins the celebration
of its 400th anniversary year. | am honored to
represent in the Congress this community with
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its richly diverse population, historic brick
homes, beautiful views of the Hudson River,
and a growing business district.

Haverstraw is a Dutch name which means
“Oat Straw,” referring to the straw of the river
meadows that once filled Haverstraw Bay.
Balthazar de Harte, a New York merchant,
purchased the tract of land along the river that
would become Haverstraw in 1666 from the
Lenni Lenape confederation of the Algonquin
Indians. The precinct of Haverstraw was cre-
ated in 1719 when it separated from
Orangetown, and officially became a town in
1788. Today, the Town includes the Village of
Haverstraw, the Village of West Haverstraw,
and part of the Village of Pomona.

In 1780, Haverstraw was the scene of a
major plot, which if it had succeeded, could
have changed the course of the Revolutionary
War. American General Benedict Arnold had
convinced George Washington to give him
command of the fort at West Point, but se-
cretly was involved in treasonable negotiations
with English Emissary Major John Andre to
sell the plans to West Point to the British. Ar-
nold and Andre met during the night on the
beach of Haverstraw, but the negotiations
were not completed by dawn. Arnold and
Andre fled, and Andre was captured in
Tarrytown on his way back to British lines.

Haverstraw is located in the widest point of
the Hudson River, which was the main artery
of trade between New York City and Albany,
as well as the dividing line between New Eng-
land and other colonies. In the 18th, 19th, and
early 20th centuries, Haverstraw was home to
several key industries. It became the greatest
center of brick production in the nation, one
year shipping out more than 300 million bricks
from Haverstraw Bay for the New York City
area. The Rockland Print Works incorporated
in 1853 to print and dye woolen, cotton and
linen goods, and the current owner,
Garnerville Holding Company, now rents
space to businesses, artists and craftsmen.
These buildings are some of the few examples
of the 19th century factory architecture still in
use in the United States.

Haverstraw has a diverse history, rich with
culture. Central Presbyterian Church was
founded in 1846 and moved to its present lo-
cation with its beautiful Tiffany windows in
1909. The Congregation of the Sons of Jacob,
established in 1877, is the oldest Jewish con-
gregation in Rockland County. In 1905 the
New York State Hospital for the Care of Crip-
pled and Deformed Children purchased 48
acres of land in West Haverstraw, known as
the Lilburn Estate, opening a facility that be-
came world famous for its rehabilitation and
research programs. In 1974, the hospital was
renamed the Helen Hayes Hospital to recog-
nize the great contributions of the famous ac-
tress to the institution. The Haverstraw King’'s
Daughters Public Library was chartered in
1895 and opened its present building on Main
Street in 1903.

Today, Haverstraw is a shining example of
a diverse community working together to bet-
ter the Town as a whole. Residents hail from
Latin America, Russia, India, and all over the
world, giving Haverstraw a global culture all its
own.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting the Town of Haverstraw on this
special anniversary as its residents celebrate
its distinguished past and look ahead to a
strong future.
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TRIBUTE TO PASTOR CLINTON
McFARLAND

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals
who are called to contribute to the needs of
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and

Whereas, one of those individuals, Pastor
Clinton McFarland, has given of himself to
preach the word of God for twenty-five years;
and

Whereas, under the guidance of God he
has pioneered and sustained Grace Baptist
Church as an instrument in our community
that betters the spiritual, physical and mental
welfare of our citizens; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God has shared his time and talents
for the betterment of our community by
preaching, singing and being a living example
of the Gospel; and

Whereas, Pastor Clinton McFarland is a
spiritual warrior, a man of compassion and
great courage, a fearless leader, and above
all, a visionary who has shared not only with
his church, but with our District and the world,
the passion to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Pastor Clinton
McFarland for his leadership and service for
our District as he celebrates his 25th Pastoral
Anniversary; now therefore, |, HENRY C.
“HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim Jan-
uary 17, 2016 as: Pastor Clinton McFarland
Day in the 4th Congressional District of Geor-
gia.

Proclaimed, this 17th day of January, 2016.

———

NAISMITH MEMORIAL  BASKET-
BALL HALL OF FAME COMMEMO-
RATIVE COIN ACT

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame Commemorative Coin Act, a bill that
would have the U.S. Treasury mint coins in
recognition of the Hall of Fame’s 60th anniver-
sary. These unique dome-shaped coins that
would come at no expense to the taxpayers is
the ideal symbol for the first and only museum
that honors the sport on all levels around the
world.

In my hometown of Springfield, Massachu-
setts in 1891, a young physical education
teacher by the name of James Naismith intro-
duced this simple game to his class that he
called, “basket ball.” Since then, the world of
sports has never been the same. The
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame
was founded in his honor in 1959, even
though all they had was a couple of displays
at Springfield College. The Hall of Fame has
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since grown into one of the most impressive
structures on the Springfield skyline, where
more than 6 million visitors a year get to see
hundreds of thousands of items of memora-
bilia spanning the past hundred years. More
than 300 people have been enshrined at the
Hall of Fame since its inception. Some of the
great players of all time such as Michael Jor-
dan, Larry Bird, and Wilt Chamberlain, along
with some of the legendary coaches like Pat
Summit and John Wooden will forever be im-
mortalized for their contribution to this sport.
As importantly, the Hall of Fame has always
been an advocate for good sportsmanship and
promoting respect on and off the court.

Mr. Speaker, what began as a simple game
in a gym has transformed into a worldwide
sensation that attracts millions of spectators
every night. It is for this reason that | ask that
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame receive this great recognition and | ask
my colleagues to support this bill.

DR. JACKIE O’BEIRNE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Jackie O’Beirne for re-
ceiving the Woman-Owned Business of the
Year award given by The West Chamber serv-
ing Jefferson County.

Growing up with an orthodontist as a dad,
Dr. Jackie was fascinated by his profession
and went to work with him on weekends. This
grew into a lifelong love for the profession, es-
pecially interacting and caring for the patients.

In her practice today, Dr. Jackie enjoys
helping people get healthy by providing them
with education and evidence-based treatment.
She has seen firsthand how lives can be
transformed by bringing people to optimum
health so they can keep their teeth for life.
She gets the most satisfaction when patients
leave her office with a smile and appreciation
for her dental care.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Dr.
Jackie O’Beirne for her well-deserved honor
from The West Chamber. Thank you for your
continued commitment to the community.

HONORING FRED JONES, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mr. Fred Jones, Jr.

From a little boy, Mr. Jones wanted to serve
his country. At the age of 18, after graduating
from school, Mr. Jones enlisted in the United
States Air Force. He served in the 2nd Air-
borne Command and Control Squadron in
several capacities, retiring at the rank of MSgt
after 21 years. Mr. Jones continued serving
his country for an additional 30 years, in the
Federal Government with the Internal Rev-
enue Service.

Mr. Jones worked tirelessly in his commu-
nity as a barber, donating haircuts to neigh-
borhood kids in need.
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