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Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
time to recognize Secretary José Antonio
Meade Kuribrena.

CONDOLENCES TO TAIWAN

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following letter:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2016.
Hon. AMBASSADOR SHEN,
Washington, DC.

DEAR AMBASSADOR SHEN: I write to you
today to send my condolences for the loss of
precious human lives and destruction caused
by the earthquake in the city of Tainan on
Saturday, February 6, 2016. Our nations
share a long and rich relationship that
makes our respective nations stronger, and
facilitates the spread of the benefits of lib-
erty throughout the world.

Through trade and the promotion of peace-
ful resolutions in the Asia-Pacific region,
Taiwan has become a trusted ally of the
United States. I firmly believe that our bond
is stronger than ever. In this time of tragedy
and loss, know that our citizens grieve with
yours. Our hearts and prayers are with you,
and we stand ready to offer assistance and
our continued friendship as you mourn and
recover.

Sincerely,

STEVE KING,
Member of Congress.

TRIBUTE TO ABIGAYIL CLARK
HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | submit these
remarks in honor of Abigayil Clark, a Bland
County High School senior who has also been
with the Bland Fire Department for a little
more than two years. Remarkably, this young
woman recently saved the life of a fellow fire-
fighter, Zeke Harman.

The Bland County Messenger newspaper
reports that around midnight on January 21,
the two were among a group of firefighters re-
sponding to a fatal house fire. Harman began
attacking the fire with the heavy fire hose, with
Clark close behind. All of a sudden, Clark
says, Harman abruptly turned off the hose be-
fore stumbling a few steps and falling directly
into the fire.

Clark attempted to help Harman out of the
fire, but quickly realized he was not going to
get up on his own. She then picked him up
and carried him approximately 15 feet before
taking off their masks. Upon doing so, she ob-
served that Harman was unconscious and not
breathing. She was preparing to begin per-
forming CPR when Harman regained con-
sciousness.

Harman and Clark then recognized they
were close enough to the burning residence
that, if it were to collapse, they both would be
injured. Clark again picked up Harman and
helped get them both to safety.

“If it wasn’t for her, | don’t know what |
would have done, honestly,” Harman said.
“I'm grateful, very, very grateful.”
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The newspaper reports Harman’s tests at
the Wythe County Community Hospital came
back normal, and that both returned to running
calls as members of the Bland County fire and
rescue squads the very next day.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending Abigayil Clark for her bravery
in this situation. It is clear this young woman
responded in fine fashion, and truly rose to the
occasion. | thank her for her efforts, and also
thank Zeke Harman, their fellow firefighters,
and other emergency personnel for their im-
portant work to help keep safe those in their
communities.

HONORING HARRISON COLBERT
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Harrison Colbert from
Steelville, Missouri for earning the rank of
Eagle Scout. The Eagle Scout Award is the
highest honor attainable in Boy Scouts. Only a
small percentage of Boy Scouts reach the
level of Eagle Scout, which requires years of
dedicated effort.

Community service, leadership, and family
values are the most important aspects of
scouting, and are essential to becoming an
Eagle Scout. After winning a difficult battle
with cancer seven years ago, Harrison grew
from this struggle into the exceptional young
man he is today. He is a proud American, a
helpful, honorable citizen, a strong Christian,
and a leader by example. Harrison’s Eagle
Scout project involved collecting photos of
tombstones in the Steelvile Cemetery and
uploading them to an online data base, known
as Billion Graves, accessible to the public so
individuals could locate their loved ones. Prior
to his project, the Steelvile Cemetery had no
records of who was buried where, or any list-
ing of the deceased whatsoever. Harrison’s
contributions and commitment to the Steelville
community have helped prepare him as a
leader who will excel in his future collegiate
and professional careers.

It is my great pleasure to congratulate Har-
rison Colbert on his accomplishment of be-
coming an Eagle Scout before the U.S. House
of Representatives.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO EXPAND EMPLOYEE OWNER-
SHIP

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, today
Congressman COLLIN PETERSON and | intro-
duced legislation that will expand employee
ownership throughout America. This legislation
is a bold proposal that, if enacted, will put
management and labor on the same side, thus
fostering cooperation rather than conflict.

President Jefferson recognized ownership of
private property as the keystone of a free soci-
ety. Only a few decades after Jefferson’s pres-
idency, Abraham Lincoln pushed for, and Con-
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gress delivered, the Homestead Act of 1862,
which has proven to be one of the most im-
portant manifestations of Jefferson’s vision for
broad-based ownership of property. More re-
cently, President Reagan supported employee
stock ownership, labeling it “the next logical
step . . . a path that benefits a free people.”

The belief that all citizens should be able to
acquire property and wealth made our country
the envy of the world. This legislation is con-
sistent with the vision of our founding fathers
because it empowers employees—not just a
select few at the top of the management struc-
ture—to share in the development, success,
and profits of a company. Our proposal would
enhance accountability, productivity, and pros-
perity by making sure all employees—both in-
side and outside of management—keep an
eye toward the long-term interests of their
company.

Our proposal would provide certain tax ben-
efits to employees who are recipients of a
broad distribution of voting company stock, so
long as that stock is held for a specified
amount of time. Specifically, when an em-
ployer makes an across-the-board distribution
of voting stock, the value of the grant would
not be counted as an employee’s taxable in-
come, provided that the same number of
shares is granted to every employee and the
stock is held for five years. If held for ten
years, employee stockholders can begin to
sell or exchange a portion of their stock for
other similarly-priced stock free of capital
gains. Thus, after 20 years, the stock would
be totally tax free.

The provisions of this bill are carefully craft-
ed to allow for the empowerment of employ-
ees and the diversification of an employee’s
portfolio. The phase-in of the capital-gains-free
treatment is meant to ensure that the com-
pany stock will not simply be dumped all at
once.

One of the most important aspects of my bill
is that it would, unlike traditional ESOPs, allow
employees to directly own the stock granted to
them, including all voting rights granted to any
other normal stockholder. This would empower
employees to exercise oversight of their man-
agers in an enlightened and responsible man-
ner, and create a spirit of corporate unity rath-
er than the adversarial labor-versus-manage-
ment environment that is all too pervasive in
corporate America today. It also gives the
American working people the chance to ben-
efit not just from physical and mental labor,
but to profit from capital—from corporate in-
come, as well as their own time and energy.

| ask my colleagues to join me in support of
this legislation and let us lead the way forward
to prosperity for millions of Americans in the
years to come.

HONORING JUNE JESSEE
HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in honor of June Jessee, the
daughter of Matt and Genny Jessee who
passed away earlier this month at the age of
three.

Soon after June was born, she was diag-
nosed with a catastrophic form of epilepsy
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found in babies, causing her to have dozens
of seizures a day and severely stunting her
cognitive development.

After learning of a promising new treatment
therapy, that uses cannabidiol derived from
marijuana, Matt and Genny became hopeful.
The treatment, however, was not legal in their
home state of Missouri and the Jessee family
moved to Colorado. In the meantime, Matt
took their family’s story to state lawmakers
and last fall the state legalized cannabidiol for
seizure patients and the family was able to
move back home to Missouri.

Currently, federal law prohibits the medical
use of this treatment. | am supportive of fed-
eral legislation like the Charlotte’s Web Med-
ical Hemp Act, that would allow for cannabidiol
therapy to become more accessible for chil-
dren like June.

June’s story has brought to light the lack of
treatment options for children who suffer from
epileptic seizures, and she will be missed by
many. | continue to keep the Jessee family in
my thoughts and prayers and will continue to
advocate for research into this important area.

——
ILLINOIS 18TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT SERVICE ACADEMY
NOMINEES

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, | would
like to proudly announce the service academy
nominees for lllinois’ 18th congressional dis-
trict.

Twenty-two remarkable individuals have
been selected for admittance into the U.S.
Military Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, or
U.S. Air Force Academy. These young men
and women have gone through a rigorous and
competitive application process, making them
the most impressive and outstanding group of
individuals. This group gives me confidence in
America’s future.

| would like to thank the members of our se-
lection panel including veterans and commu-
nity leaders who volunteered their time, tal-
ents, and attention to this process. | would
also like to thank the parents for raising these
exceptional young adults. Finally, | would like
to thank the nominees themselves for their
dedication to serving this great nation.

The lllinois 18th congressional district serv-
ice academy nominees are:

Randy Meneweather Il of Washington, IL,
U.S. Air Force Academy; Matthew Helmich of
Virginia, IL, U.S. Air Force Academy; Mason
Pohlman of Jacksonville, IL, U.S. Air Force
Academy; Joseph McCabe IIl of Morton, IL,
U.S. Air Force Academy; Ashton Williams of
Springfield, IL, U.S. Air Force Academy; Eric
Betts of Camp Point, IL, U.S. Military Acad-
emy; Maximilian Rawls of Dunlap IL, U.S. Mili-
tary Academy; Jace Taliaferrero of Pleasant
Hill, IL, U.S. Military Academy; Jacob Lowman
of Nauvoo, IL, U.S. Military Academy; Elias
Sanchez of Green Valley, IL, U.S. Military
Academy; Bradley Novak of Brimfield, IL, U.S.
Military Academy; Jeston Rademaker of
Mapleton, IL, U.S. Military Academy; William
Lucie of Basco, IL, U.S. Military Academy;
Morgan Riley of Peoria, IL, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy; Jacob Armbrecht of Springfield, IL, U.S.
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Naval Academy; Nathaniel Fierstos of Spring-
field, IL, U.S. Naval Academy; Spencer Myers
of Golden, IL, U.S. Naval Academy; Reed
Groesch of Springfield, IL, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy; Tucker Schmidt of Petersburg, IL, U.S.
Naval Academy; August Will of Hudson, IL,
U.S. Naval Academy; Faith Kim of Wash-
ington, IL, U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S.
Naval Academy; Kelsie Taylor of Pekin, IL,
U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, U.S. Military Academy.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF HADLEY ROFF

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Hadley Roff, a proud San Franciscan,
beloved friend, and deeply respected and be-
loved public servant, who passed away last
month at the age of 85.

Hadley was the hallmark of the era when re-
porters walked the beat in search of stories
that touched the communities they served.
Learning from and listening to citizens as a
newspaper reporter informed Hadley’s public
service career in San Francisco City Hall and
in the Congress.

As a Santa Cruz native, Hadley remained
committed to the Bay Area throughout his life.
After graduating from Stanford University in
1954, Hadley became a journalist for the
News, the Call Bulletin, and, later, the Exam-
iner. For Hadley, exercising freedom of the
press was his first foray into a lifetime of pub-
lic service.

In 1967, Hadley embarked on decades of
service in San Francisco City Hall when he
became Mayor Joe Alioto’s press secretary.

A few years later, in 1970, Hadley moved to
the nation’s capital where he served the peo-
ple of California working for Senator John
Tunney of California. In 1972, Hadley worked
on the presidential campaign of Senator Ed
Muskie of Maine. Hadley also served as press
secretary to the liberal lion, the late Senator
Ted Kennedy.

Hadley never lost his passion for improving
the lives of Bay Area residents. In 1979, he
returned to San Francisco to serve as deputy
mayor to then-Mayor Dianne Feinstein. After
nearly a decade of service to Mayor Feinstein,
Hadley remained a fixture at City Hall during
the Administrations of San Francisco Mayors
Art Agnos and Frank Jordan.

A true public servant, Hadley strived to meet
the needs of local residents under four very
different San Francisco mayors, with four very
different personalities, and governing styles.
Mayors called upon Hadley to confront chal-
lenges and create solutions while treating ev-
eryone with respect and dignity.

He served as president of the San Fran-
cisco Fire Commission and Director of the San
Francisco Urban Institute. He may have been
the most popular and widely loved public fig-
ure in San Francisco over the past fifty years.

We were all thriled when Hadley’s dear
friend, the late Susie Trommald, became his
wife. Susie and Hadley shared a zest for life
that inspired others to take notice. In their 30
years of marriage, they brought joy and pleas-
ure to any gathering, and to their many
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friends. It was an honor for many of us to join
Hadley in a celebration of Susie’s life after her
passing.

I hope it is a comfort to Hadley’s two sons,
Jim and Tim, his devoted brother-in-law Elliott
and his dearest friends that so many join them
in mourning Hadley’s passing and celebrating
his life.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,991,325,677,268.42. We've
added $8,364,448,628,355.34 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
No. 46, | was speaking with constituents and
unintentionally missed the vote on roll call No.
46, H.R. 2187, the Fair Investment Opportuni-
ties for Professional Experts Act. Had | been
present | would have voted “yea.”

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 2016

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on Roll Call Number 46 on suspending the
rules and passing H.R. 2187 the Fair Invest-
ment Opportunities for Professional Experts
Act, | am not recorded because | was de-
tained. Had | been present, | would have
voted yea.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Number 47 on
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 4168
the Small Business Capital Formation En-
hancement Act, | am not recorded because |
was detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted yea.

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Number 48 on or-
dering the Previous Question on H. Res.
594—the rule providing for consideration of
H.R. 3700—Housing Opportunity Through
Modernization Act of 2015, | am not recorded
because | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted yea.
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