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a sustainable and robust program Mike has 
developed. 

Please join me in congratulating Mike for 
the significant impact he has made on the 
state of Connecticut, and wishing him an en-
joyable and well-earned retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING IGNACIO GAMBOA, 
JR. 

HON. WILL HURD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life and service of Mr. 
Ignacio Gamboa, Jr. 

Mr. Gamboa passed away on December 
23rd, 2015. He was a decorated veteran and 
fought heroically in both the Second World 
War and the Korean War. Among his Army 
decorations are three Asiatic Pacific Medals, 
the WWII Victory Medal, the Army Occupation 
Medal with the Japan Clasp, the Korean Serv-
ice Medal with two Bronze Service Stars, the 
Philippines Liberation Medal with one Bronze 
Service Medal, and the U.N. Service Medal. 

Mr. Gamboa was a notable and honorable 
citizen of Devine, Texas, and was highly in-
volved in the Knights of Columbus and the 
Devine Housing Authority, upon which he 
served on the Board of Directors. He worked 
at Kelly Air Force Base for over 30 years and 
served as an elections judge for many of 
those years. He also enjoyed volunteering with 
the St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Devine. 
On behalf of the 23rd Congressional District of 
Texas, I thank Mr. Ignacio Gamboa, Jr. for his 
dedication and service to United States. May 
he rest in peace. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. AND 
MRS. WILLIAM HUGO PARKMAN 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the lives of Mr. Hugo 
Parkman and Mrs. Doris Parkman. 

Residents of Palmetto, Georgia, Mr. 
Parkman passed away on November 20, 
2012, and Mrs. Parkman passed away last 
Sunday, February 7, 2016. 

Mr. Parkman served on the USS Finback 
during World War II and became bunk-mates 
with future President George H.W. Bush after 
President Bush’s plane was shot down over 
the Pacific. Mrs. Parkman was the first mem-
ber of her family to attend college, enrolling in 
Alabama College. She then went to mis-
sionary school in Kentucky to study religious 
education where she met her life-long partner, 
Hugo. 

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Parkman served as 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Makati, Phil-
ippines, establishing a church and serving ev-
erywhere they went. 

Throughout their travels, family always 
came first for Mr. and Mrs. Parkman who are 
survived by their six children, 15 grand-
children, and ten great grandchildren. They 
will truly be missed. 

H–GAC 2015 PARKS AND NATURAL 
AREAS AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Missouri City, Texas for earning 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H–GAC) 
2015 Parks and Natural Areas Award. 

The H–GAC Areas Award projects help pro-
mote positive projects for the surrounding 
parks and natural areas. The Missouri City 
SOWING Project Community Garden won in 
the Policy Tools category. This project, done 
by Men for Change, Inc., promotes a healthy 
lifestyle for people of all ages through inform-
ing families on proper nutrition and the impor-
tance of a balanced diet. We are extremely 
proud of Missouri City and thank them for their 
commitment to improving the quality of life for 
its residents. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to Mis-
souri City for receiving this award and helping 
to strengthen our community. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. ROBERT E. 
HAMLIN, SR. 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, for two 
decades Rev. Dr. Robert E. Hamlin, Sr. has 
served as a faith leader and dedicated com-
munity member as Senior Pastor of the his-
toric Second Baptist Church of Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania. 

A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Rev-
erend Hamlin was first licensed to preach at 
McKinley Memorial Baptist Church in Willow 
Grove, Pennsylvania under the leadership of 
Rev. Lowell M. McCown, Sr. in 1994. In Feb-
ruary of 1996, he was installed as the Pastor 
of the Second Baptist Church of Doylestown 
and, under his leadership, the congregation 
has grown in both size and spirit. Already one 
of Bucks County’s most historic churches, 
Reverend Hamlin has strengthened and con-
tinued Second Baptist’s important role in our 
area. His commitment to minister to the wide 
and diverse community he serves has pro-
vided for the spiritual development and earthly 
needs of the surrounding communities. 

As a past moderator of the Suburban Bap-
tist Association and member of the Board of 
Directors of several local, national and inter-
nationally based organizations, Reverend 
Hamlin’s ministry is one that has impacted 
thousands not only in Bucks County, but 
around the world. 

On this, Rev. Dr. Robert E. Hamlin, Sr.’s 
20th Pastoral Anniversary, we recognize his 
continued commitment to the betterment of his 
congregation and community. I join with the 
members of the Second Baptist Church of 
Doylestown in recognition of this achievement 
and in sending best wishes for many more 
years to come. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,005,359,240,744.60. We’ve 
added $8,378,482,191,831.52 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR ACCESS TO EPI-
NEPHRINE FOR IN-FLIGHT EMER-
GENCIES 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to express 
my strong support for access to epinephrine 
for in-flight emergencies, commonly adminis-
tered by epinephrine auto-injector (EAI) and 
want to commend Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. MALONEY of New York and Mr. 
HANNA of New York for their amendment and 
their leadership in the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee, working to ensure that 
Emergency Medical Kits (EMKs) are appro-
priate to meet the emergency needs of both 
adult and child passengers. Epinephrine Auto- 
Injectors are the primary method for treatment 
of anaphylaxis emergencies and the best way 
to address anaphylactic events. Due to the 
ease and safety of use of epinephrine auto 
injectors for many travelers with diagnosed 
and undiagnosed allergies, air carriers should 
consider stocking auto-injectable epinephrine 
for use in adults and children. 

f 

HAPPY 34TH TO THE FORT BEND 
BOYS CHOIR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Fort Bend Boys Choir for 
celebrating 34 years of hard work and musical 
talent. 

From its inception in 1982, the talent of the 
Fort Bend Boys Choir has been impressive. 
They have performed across the country at 
high profile events like the Olympic Festival in 
1986 and President George Bush’s inaugura-
tion in 1989. They were also chosen to per-
form at the National Christmas Tree Lighting 
in 2001, which resulted in a nomination for a 
news Emmy award. Over the 34 years that the 
organization has grown, the Fort Bend Boys 
Choir started off at only 45 members and now 
consists of five ensembles with 200 members 
total. Typically, the different choirs consist of 
younger boys in age, ranging from 6–14 years 
old. These young boys have accomplished so 
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much and their hard work shows through the 
many achievements they have earned. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, we celebrate the Fort 
Bend Boys Choir on their 34th anniversary 
and look forward to enjoying their music for 
another 34 years. 

f 

A PLEA TO MY COLLEAGUES ON 
THE FAA BILL 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to talk about flight 3407 that crashed in 
Buffalo, New York, seven years ago tomorrow. 
This plane crashed in sight of the runway on 
an icy February night. 

We learned that the pilot and the co-pilot 
had never been trained or flown into any icy 
situations. The young woman co-pilot had 
flown the night before from Seattle. She was 
so poorly paid, around $13,000 a year, that 
she could not afford a motel room to sleep 
overnight. She instead, slept on the floor in 
the pilot’s lounge. On the black box, before 
the crash, you could hear them both yawning. 

On that plane were two of the best musi-
cians in the United States, a woman who was 
an expert on Rwanda and the genocide there, 
and one of the top anthropologists. They died 
because these pilots had neither knowledge 
nor experience to fly in those conditions. 

The families of the people who died on that 
plane have selflessly come to D.C. time and 
again, working to get regulations passed for 
seven years on how much training the pilot 
and the co-pilot have to have, and to ensure 
they have enough flying hours between them. 

Now, we’re facing an FAA bill with an 
amendment that would undo those safety reg-
ulations. I implore my colleagues not to let that 
amendment pass or weaken the regulations 

that protect the flying public and reverse the 
competency of pilots who hold the lives of 
those we love in their hands. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RONALD 
REED 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Ronald Reed of Taylor, Michigan. A 
Vietnam veteran and retiree of General Mo-
tors, where he spent 42 years, Mr. Reed has 
been donating blood since his early days as a 
young Marine in Okinawa, Japan. 

During the last 35 years, Ronald has do-
nated blood nearly 200 times—impacting the 
lives of close to 600 people. Each blood dona-
tion has the ability to touch up to three lives, 
and his selflessness is an inspiration for all of 
us. Few Americans can say they have 
touched that many lives. 

Blood donations here in the United States 
are incredibly important, and we face a con-
stant struggle to prevent shortages of avail-
able blood. The average able donor gives 
about 1.2 times annually. If others followed the 
leadership of Mr. Reed and gave two or more 
times a year, we would not face the fright-
ening need particularly in times of bad weath-
er and holidays. Mr. Reed’s above and be-
yond level of donation is truly remarkable and 
deserves recognition. 

When it comes to his service to his fellow 
man, Ronald is an extremely modest man. He 
says he simply gives because he can. In my 
opinion, Mr. Reed fully embodies the Amer-
ican spirit as both a veteran and a hard and 
loyal worker, giving his own blood to help 
those in his community. 

A volunteer at a Riverview Red Cross loca-
tion in 2011 observed that Ronald is ‘‘an un-
sung hero’’. It is for this reason Mr. Speaker, 

that I ask my colleagues today to join me in 
honoring Ronald Reed for his generous con-
tributions. I thank him not only for his over-
whelming donation of blood, but also for his 
years of service in the auto industry as a mill-
wright, as well as his service to our country as 
a Marine. 

f 

MAKING AN IMPACT—ONE MISSION 
AT A TIME 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Reverend Drew Wood, pastor at 
St. Laurence Catholic Church in Sugar Land, 
TX for being honored at Catholic Charities’ 
Mission of Love Gala. 

The annual Mission of Love Gala recog-
nizes Catholic Charities of the Fort Bend 
County area. Reverend Wood has served as 
pastor of St. Laurence since 1998. He was or-
dained as a Priest at St. Mary’s Seminary, and 
worked in various roles within the Diocese of 
the Galveston-Houston area including as the 
Vocations Director and Vice Chancellor. At St. 
Laurence, Reverend Wood found a calling in 
the lives of young people within the church. 
Due to his work chaperoning Teen Mass at 
conferences, Reverend Wood created a yearly 
retreat of his own, Heart of Worship, hosted at 
St. Laurence, where spiritual activities like 
speakers, worship, and mass impact young 
people’s lives. Thank you to Reverend Drew 
Wood for the impact he has made on the lives 
of the Sugar Land residents. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Reverend Wood. We thank you for pro-
viding spiritual guidance to the parishioners at 
St. Laurence. We can’t wait to see what you 
do next. 
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