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SELTI Tourism Fiction Award at Kenan’s Mill 
in Selma. The attraction Ms. Hagel wrote 
about in the Selma contest is not well known 
outside the local area, but now anyone with 
internet access can read about it through her 
story. How many attractions in your districts 
deserve to be written about and promoted in 
the same way? 

As a legislative body, we often differ on our 
views for creating economic opportunity in the 
country. However, I feel that we can all agree 
that we want writers in our districts that can 
help tell the history of those areas through en-
gaging stories with characters who win the 
hearts of readers, while also bringing in new 
tourism dollars. 

f 

RETIRING MEMBERS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
my fellow Californians who I have had the 
honor of working with here in the House of 
Representatives. 

SAM FARR has spent more than two dec-
ades serving the Central Coast in Congress 
. . . and so many years before that serving 
locally. 

He has been a longtime advocate for our 
veterans and military families in California. 
And he always stands up for essential envi-
ronmental protection efforts . . . and ocean 
conservation. 

Because of Congressman FARR . . . many 
of our natural treasures in California will be 
preserved. He will be greatly missed, but I 
know he will enjoy spending more time in his 
beautiful hometown of Carmel. 

My friend MIKE HONDA will be returning 
home to California after serving more than 35 
years as an elected official . . . and 16 years 
as a member of Congress . . . representing 
the people of Silicon Valley. 

Congressman HONDA has worked tirelessly 
on behalf of those who don’t have a voice 
. . . serving as an important advocate for un-
derserved communities. He has always under-
stood the importance of closing gaps in edu-
cation for our young people . . . and has put 
that on the forefront of his work in Congress. 

Congressman HONDA has dedicated his life 
to public service . . . and we’re incredibly 
grateful for all that he has done for the people 
of California. I know he will continue to be an 
important voice on the issues he cares about. 

JANICE HAHN has always been willing to 
tackle important issues in Congress. I’m par-
ticularly grateful for her work to ensure we are 
strengthening infrastructure in California . . . 
and for her advocacy on behalf of women. 

I know that as she transitions to her new 
role as Los Angeles County Supervisor . . . 
she will continue to deliver results for her re-
gion. 

Congresswoman LORETTA SANCHEZ has 
been an important advocate for women in the 
military . . . and a leader on immigration 
issues. I’m grateful for her decades of service 
here in Congress. 

I will also dearly miss LOIS CAPPS . . . who 
I have had the pleasure of serving with for 
many years. As a former school nurse . . . 

Congresswoman CAPPS has provided valuable 
insight on public health issues in Congress. 

I’ve enjoyed working with her on the Energy 
& Commerce Health Subcommittee on issues 
that impact everyday Americans . . . from en-
suring people have affordable healthcare . . . 
to bolstering medical research . . . to 
strengthening programs like Medicare. 

Congresswoman CAPPS has also been an 
important environmental advocate during her 
time in Congress. She understands the con-
nections between public health and our chang-
ing climate . . . and has continuously fought 
to ensure that future generations in Santa Bar-
bara . . . and across the country . . . have 
clean air to breathe. 

I’m grateful to all of my departing colleagues 
from the great state of California. Each of you 
has brought a unique and important perspec-
tive to Congress . . . and I will miss the in-
sights and friendship that you have provided 
me over the years. 

Thank you for your service to our great na-
tion . . . and I wish you all the best of luck as 
you enter into the next chapter of your lives 
back in California. 

Know that you will always be welcome back 
here in the Nation’s Capital. 
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IN HONOR OF JESUS ‘‘JACK’’ 
TERRAZAS 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Imperial County Supervisor Jesus 
‘‘Jack’’ Terrazas who is retiring from public 
service. Supervisor Terrazas graduated from 
San Diego State University-Imperial Valley 
Campus and is a licensed Life, Health, Fire 
and Casualty Insurance Broker. He was elect-
ed to the Imperial County Board of Super-
visors in June of 2008. Supervisor Terrazas 
represents the communities of Heber, El 
Centro, and Ocotillo and is serving his second 
term. 

Supervisor Terrazas currently serves as 
Chairman of the Board and is a Board rep-
resentative on the Imperial County Employees 
Retirement System, the Imperial County 
Transportation Commission, the Southern 
California Association of Governments, the 
Local Transportation Authority, and the Serv-
ice Authorities for Freeway Emergencies. Su-
pervisor Terrazas is also an alternate for the 
Local Area Formation Commission and Cali-
fornia State Association of Counties. Prior to 
being elected to the Board of Supervisors, Su-
pervisor Terrazas served three terms as an El 
Centro City Councilmember where he was ap-
pointed Mayor three times. In addition, Super-
visor Terrazas served as a member of the El 
Centro Regional Medical Center Board of 
Trustees for eleven years and on the Board of 
Directors of the Imperial County Work Training 
Center. 

During his years of public service, Super-
visor Terrazas contributions to the community 
have been numerous. He was committed to 
the completion of numerous projects including, 
the improvement of roads, sidewalks, and 
public facilities in the Heber community. Su-
pervisor Terrazas also supported a variety of 
housing programs such as, the First Time 

Home Buyer program, the Cal Home Program, 
and the Community Development Block Grant 
Housing Rehab Program which helped to as-
sist families to repair and replace damaged 
and dilapidated homes. Supervisor Terrazas 
was also committed to protecting water in his 
community and launched a study to determine 
the condition and capabilities of the current 
miter systems. All his hard work and dedica-
tion was acknowledged in 2015 when Super-
visor Terrazas was recognized with the Sure 
Helpline Crisis Center 2015 and Inspirational 
People of the Community Awards. 

Supervisor Terrazas worked tirelessly to ad-
vance community and economic development 
in Imperial County through the growth of a ro-
bust renewable energy industry. He helped 
keep the county fiscally sound while pre-
serving jobs, improving service quality, and 
advocating for Imperial County at the state 
and federal level. Supervisor Terrazas has 
four grown children, eight grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren and currently resides 
in El Centro with his wife of over forty years, 
Frances. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE AFRICAN 
SERVICES COMMITTEE 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure and admiration that I stand before 
you today to honor African Services Com-
mittee, Inc. for their many years of selfless 
and compassionate service to the African 
community, and all of our community’s resi-
dents. 

Founded in 1981 by Ethiopian refugees to 
give a helping hand to other newcomers, 
today African Services is a multiservice agen-
cy based in Harlem and dedicated to assisting 
immigrants, refugees and asylees from across 
the African Diaspora. 

Their programs address the needs of new-
comers affected by war, persecution, poverty, 
and global health inequalities. The agency 
provide health, housing, legal, educational, 
and social services to 12,500 people each 
year. Staff representing more than 20 coun-
tries and speaking over 25 languages provide 
culturally and linguistically relevant support to 
this diverse and growing community. 

Expanding HIV prevention and access to 
AIDS treatment and care is central to their 
mission. African Services has taken this work 
from Harlem to the frontlines of the global 
pandemic and now operates five HIV clinics in 
Ethiopia. 

African Services Committee was started in 
1981 in a Bronx basement apartment by 
Asfaha Hadera. Asfaha arrived in the United 
States having experienced first-hand the reali-
ties of refugee life. Asfaha fled his home coun-
try of Ethiopia in 1977 for refugee camps in 
Sudan, before emigrating to the U.S. in 1979. 

Upon arrival, he saw a lack of assistance for 
others, like himself, who were refugees from 
conflicted areas throughout Africa. So, he es-
tablished the organization to give a helping 
hand to other African newcomers and, with 
Kim Nichols, began refugee resettlement pro-
grams in New York City. As immigration from 
the continent increased, their offices expanded 
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to their current home in West Harlem, and Af-
rican Services’ priorities widened to include 
broader support services for African immi-
grants coming to the United States including, 
but not limited to: HIV/STD/TB/Hepatitis B and 
C testing, diabetes & blood pressure testing, 
legal services, immigration assistance, advo-
cacy, and policy work. 

The services have expanded to serve over 
12,000 people each year in their Harlem loca-
tion and continue to grow each year. Though 
they are based in Harlem, they primarily serv-
ice the African community in the Bronx. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring African Services Committee, Inc. for 
their consistently remarkable dedication to 
servicing the African community. 

f 

URBAN AGRICULTURE 
PRODUCTION ACT 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
proudly submit the Urban Agriculture Produc-
tion Act of 2016. 

Across America, too many urban neighbor-
hoods are absent stores where community 
members can purchase fresh, healthy foods. 
More than 23 million individuals reside in 
these so called ‘‘food desert’’ neighborhoods, 
where no stores are located within one mile in 
which they can buy healthy food. 

Without accessible healthy options, all that 
is available and affordable is unhealthy, proc-
essed, junk-food. The Urban Agriculture Pro-
duction Act is a step to correct this unaccept-
able trend. 

I am pleased to recognize and support the 
growing resurgence of locally grown and pro-
duced product happening across our great 
country. I see it in my own community at the 
Sustainable Local Foods and the Toledo 
Grows Community Garden. 

Individuals, non-profits, and co-ops have 
stepped up to take action to address the chal-
lenge of access to healthy food, and devel-
oped local food sources and community gar-
dens to provide fresh, affordable produce 
throughout underserved communities. Not only 
are they growing product to provide to com-
munities, they are also engaging and encour-
aging community participation throughout the 
stages of growth and production. 

They are reconnecting community members 
to Mother Earth and how to farm in the proc-
ess. 

As the ancient proverb says, ‘‘give a man a 
fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man 
to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.’’ And 
so goes my bill, the Urban Agriculture Produc-
tion Act. 

The measure will encourage economic de-
velopment in underserved communities by fur-
thering the mission of local farming. It provides 
programmatic funds to educate people on 
health and wellness, supports marketing and 
development networks, and will inspire com-
munities to create self sufficient food produc-
tion systems to stimulate community develop-
ment and healthy eating options. 

Throughout our urban and suburban com-
munities there is an abundance of unused 

land and space conveniently located to neigh-
borhoods that is ripe for agriculture develop-
ment. We must support and encourage the 
means to development these plots so they be-
come local sources of wholesome food op-
tions. 

My bill will spur the development and ex-
pansion of community agriculture in nontradi-
tional agricultural production areas across this 
great nation. 

Mr. Speaker, urban and suburban farming 
and food production is a viable solution to 
support healthier dietary options and improve 
overall health of communities. The Urban Agri-
culture Production Act is the appropriate 
means to further develop alternative, more 
urban agricultural production and to help meet 
all communities’ food production needs of the 
future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DREW KERIN 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated member of my staff, Mr. 
Drew Kerin, who will be retiring from my office 
at the end of the year. 

Mr. Kerin began working in my Colorado 
District Office in 2010 after a long career 
teaching elementary school in Mexico, Texas, 
and Colorado. During his seven years in my 
office, he has served countless constituents 
with a smile and a caring spirit. 

Drew is still a teacher at heart as he is able 
to share wonderful anecdotes from history, 
sports, and personal stories about former stu-
dents that can quickly warm your heart. He is 
an avid sports fan, a dog lover, and someone 
both my staff and I are proud to call a friend. 

I am grateful for Drew’s tireless work on be-
half of Colorado’s Sixth Congressional District 
and I wish him all the best in retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RACHEL CARR 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Rachel Carr, who has served as 
Counsel for the Subcommittee on Aviation for 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, U.S. House of Representatives, 
since I became Ranking Member in 2013. As 
a long-time Member of the Committee, I have 
had the pleasure of working with Rachel on 
numerous transportation issues, from rail-
roads, pipelines, and hazardous materials 
safety to unmanned aircraft systems and ef-
forts to defeat faulty legislative proposals to 
privatize the Air Traffic Control system. Her 
hard work and wise counsel have been invalu-
able to me and to many Members of the Com-
mittee, and I look forward to continuing to 
work with her as she embarks on a new en-
deavor. 

Rachel is a long-time aviation lover. In a re-
cent Congressional Quarterly article which fea-
tured key staff on Capitol Hill, Rachel remi-
nisced about how she went to air shows as a 

child, and then studied engineering thinking 
she would get into a technical aspect of the in-
dustry, but after an internship at an airport, 
Rachel became intrigued with the policy side 
of transportation and, in particular, aviation. In-
deed, Rachel began her career on Capitol Hill 
serving as Staff Assistant for the Full Com-
mittee in 1999 and, just a short time later, the 
Subcommittees on Aviation and Railroads, a 
foreshadowing of her accomplishments to 
come. 

Rachel went on to serve as Manager of 
Legislative Affairs for the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association; an attorney at Coddington, 
Hicks & Danforth in Redwood City, California; 
and then, in 2009, Counsel for the Sub-
committee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Haz-
ardous Materials for the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. In that role, she 
helped lead efforts to investigate the Office of 
Hazardous Materials Safety of the Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion, which resulted in numerous improve-
ments to the Department of Transportation’s 
hazardous materials safety program. She also 
played a key role in defeating Republican ef-
forts to privatize Amtrak, our national pas-
senger rail system before landing on the Avia-
tion Subcommittee. 

Rachel’s understanding of complex trans-
portation safety issues has been an asset to 
the Committee for over a decade. Rachel was 
instrumental in drafting significant pieces of 
legislation including H.R. 4441, the ‘‘Aviation 
Innovation, Reform, and Reauthorization Act 
of 2016’’; An Act to allow the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration to enter 
into reimbursable agreements for certain air-
port projects (P.L. 114– ); and the FAA Exten-
sion, Safety, and Security Act of 2016 (P.L. 
114–190). The latter legislation includes provi-
sions that will substantially improve aviation 
safety and accommodate an emerging group 
of new airspace users who operate unmanned 
aircraft. 

Last month, Rachel was appointed Federal 
Policy Advisor for the Denver International Air-
port. Her expertise and counsel will be truly 
missed. 

I join my colleagues on the Transportation 
Committee in wishing Rachel and her dog, 
Sasha, all the best in her new endeavor. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KERVEN W. CARTER, 
JR. 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Mr. Kerven W. Carter Jr., 
a cherished Stop Six educator and beloved 
member of the Fort Worth community, who 
was laid to rest on October 25, 2016. 

Kerven Wyncelar Carter was born on Octo-
ber 15, 1922 in Wortham, Texas. His family 
eventually relocated to Fort Worth, Texas 
where he ultimately graduated from the his-
toric I.M. Terrell High School. Following his 
high school graduation, Mr. Carter earned a 
bachelor’s degree from Wiley College and 
continued his education at the University of 
Denver, University of Southern California and 
University of Wyoming. 

In addition to demonstrating a commitment 
to furthering his own education, Mr. Carter 
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