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by the local courts. The goal of ASAP is to im-
prove transportation safety by decreasing the
incidence of driving under the influence of al-
cohol or other drugs and thereby reducing the
number of alcohol or other drug-related crash-
es.

According to the Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles, in 2014 nearly 36 percent of
all traffic fatalities in the Commonwealth were
alcohol-related. Tragically, more than 40 per-
cent of those killed in alcohol related deaths
were ages 21-35. While alcohol-related traffic
deaths in Virginia have been on the decline,
we are still averaging a crash nearly every
hour as a result of drunk driving. Sadly, na-
tional statistics reflect an 8 percent increase in
alcohol related traffic deaths in the first 6
months of 2015 when compared to 2014. We
can only hope that, thanks to the work of or-
ganizations like ASAP and MADD, that trend
begins to reverse.

Every year, ASAP honors those in the law-
enforcement community who have been in-
strumental in fighting impaired driving. | am
pleased to include the names of this year’s re-
cipients.

City  of
LaRusso.

Arlington County: Officer Brett Kooharian.

Fairfax County: APO Donald Brodie, PFC
James Burleson, PFC Hyun Chang, Ms. An-
nette Dodson, Officer Harrison R. Gamble,
OFC Sameer A. Kahn, APO William Ridge-
way, APO Richard Zhu.

City of Fairfax: Officer Bryan P. Nelson.

City of Falls Church: Officer Kevin Hedden,
PFC Dimitri Issaev.

George Mason University: Sergeant Michael
F. Lighthiser, MPO Edward T. Gannon.

Town of Herndon: PFC Eliezer A. Cabo,
PFC Charles W. Findley.

City of Leesburg: Officer Bradley Schultz.

Loudoun County Sheriff's Office: Deputy
Ruben Cardenas, Deputy Glenn P. Keough.

City of Manassas Park: Officer Christopher
Koglin.

Prince William County: Officer Simon Chu,
Officer Christopher LaFarree, Officer Jeremy
Schenck, Officer Brett Tillett.

Town of Purcellville: Officer
Fraley, Corporal Clark McDaniel.

United States Park Police: Sergeant Jona-
than Daniels, Officer Pentti Gillespie, Officer
Christopher Gogarty, Officer Greg Harper, Of-
ficer David Lamond, Officer Lisa Marie
Weisbaum, Officer Charles Whiteman, Ser-
geant Adam Zielinski.

Town of Vienna: Officer Ara Post, Officer
Brad Reedy.

Virginia State Police, Division Seven: Troop-
er Nicholas Casey, Trooper Diego A.
Espinosa, Trooper Lorenzo Goode, Trooper
Kevin Fleenor, Trooper Adam Hassan, Troop-
er Andre D. Jones, Trooper Tomasz
Karbowski, Trooper Zachary Koon, Trooper
Wesley Paul, Trooper Michael Walton, Troop-
er John Yacek.

Town of Warrenton: Sergeant
Leeper, Officer Matthew McGuirk.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the 2016 award
recipients, and thank each of the men and
women listed above for their service to our
community. Their efforts are selfless acts of
heroism that save innocent lives and truly
merit our highest praise. | ask my colleagues
to join me in commending this extraordinary
group of law enforcement professionals.

Alexandria:  Officer  Anthony

Kristopher

Arthur
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REMEMBERING PEARL HARBOR—T75
YEARS LATER

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the sun
was lazily rising on the horizon over the is-
lands of Hawaii. It was around breakfast time
on a stunning Sunday morning. It was quiet,
peaceful, calm. People felt secure. There was
a small tropical breeze as the American flag
was being raised on a nearby flagpole. On
December 7, 1941, America was at peace and
unprepared for war.

Suddenly, large formations of aircraft
swarmed the blue Hawaii sky. The rising sun
was darkened by hundreds of Japanese
planes as they strafed and bombed Pearl Har-
bor. The Japanese unleashed a fury of deadly,
devastating bombs and torpedoes on the
small island. The first attack of the Second
World War on American soil was underway. It
was 75 years ago today when Luke Trahin, a
22-year-old sailor from Beaumont, in south-
east Texas and his fellow sailors, soldiers, and
marines saw war unleashed upon America.

Until that moment World War two was a far-
off conflict. America watched silently, abstain-
ing from the violence. But the days of inno-
cence were over. America was under attack.

The Japanese had caught America by sur-
prise and took advantage of an unprepared
nation. And after the smoke cleared on that
morning of madness, 98 Navy planes and 64
Army aircraft were destroyed. Luke’s unit, Pa-
trol Wing One, lost all but three of its 36 air-
craft. 2,471 Americans, servicemen, and civil-
ians were killed by this unwarranted invasion
of terror from the skies.

The pride of the United States Navy, the
battleships—West Virginia, California, Okla-
homa, Tennessee, Utah, Maryland, Nevada,
and Arizona—were trapped in the harbor.
They made easy targets for the Japanese pi-
lots. The sailors onboard these battle wagons
fought with the courage of entire legions of
warriors when they were attacked by a skillful,
fanatical, and tyrannical enemy. All of these
fierce U.S. Navy battleships were sunk or
damaged. Their guns, Mr. Speaker, are now
silent.

The hull of the USS Arizona became the sa-
cred graveyard in the peaceful Pacific for
more than 1,177 American sailors and ma-
rines. Luke Trahan and his Navy buddies in
Patrol Wing One quickly got organized, pre-
pared, and waited for two days for the ex-
pected land invasion of the Japanese. It never
came. But America was at war.

World War Il had long been raging before
America officially entered into the conflict.
Spreading from the Pacific to Europe all the
way to Africa, the Middle East, and Asia.

The Japanese, then the Nazis; seemed
undefeatable. But even the Japanese were
concerned about the spirit of America. The
Japanese commander of the Pearl Harbor in-
vasion remarked that what Japan had done
was wake a sleeping giant. Millions served in
uniform overseas; millions served on the home
front; all sacrificed for the cause of America.
The nation woke from a somber sleep of neu-
trality and, with our allies, defeated the tyrants
that would rule over the world. That was a
time when Americans put aside all differences
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and united to defend freedom in our Nation.
When the war was won, over 400,000 Ameri-
cans had given their lives for this nation.

Until September 11th, this was the deadliest
attack on U.S. soil. “December 7, 1941, a
date that will live in infamy,” were words spo-
ken by President Franklin D. Roosevelt that
became forever embedded in the minds of pa-
triots across our land, igniting and launching a
nation into the fiery trenches of battle through-
out the world.

Those of that Greatest Generation proved
that when the peace of this nation is threat-
ened, our people will stand up and fight back,
bringing the thunder of God upon our en-
emies. Defending freedom and liberty was the
battle cry of the sailors and soldiers that died
75 years ago at Pearl Harbor. We must con-
tinue to remember December 7th, 1941 and
the Americans who stood tall and kept the
flame of America glowing brightly.

And that’s just the way it is.

TRIBUTE TO DR. BRUCE RICKER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dr. Bruce
Ricker, of Mount Ayr, lowa, for being inducted
into the Mount Ayr Community Schools Hall of
Fame.

Dr. Ricker graduated from Mount Ayr Com-
munity Schools in 1975, where he played on
two state tournament basketball teams in 1973
and 1975. He earned his degrees from the
University of lowa and the lowa College of Os-
teopathic Medicine and Health Sciences. After
interning and practicing medicine in Phoenix,
Arizona, Dr. Ricker returned to Mount Ayr in
1997. He practices medicine at the Mount Ayr
Medical Clinic and serves as the Medical Ex-
aminer for Ringgold County, Medical Director
for HCI Hospice Care Services, as well as for
Clearview Home and Mount Ayr Health Care
Center. In 2003, Dr. Ricker was named Physi-
cian of the Year by the lowa Osteopathic Med-
ical Association and was presented the Spirit
of Hospice Award by the lowa Hospice Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Ricker's efforts embody
the lowa spirit and | am honored to represent
him in the United States Congress. | ask that
all of my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Ricker for his achievements and in
wishing him nothing but continued success.

RECOGNIZING GARY ELLIS
HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of Mr. Gary
Ellis. Mr. Ellis is retiring from medical tech-
nology leader Medtronic this month after 27
years of service, including 11 years as the
company’s chief financial officer.

Mr. Ellis’s leadership and vision dramatically
contributed to Medtronic’s financial well-being
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and the well-being of thousands of Medtronic
employees. During his tenure with the com-
pany, Medtronic’s revenue increased from
$837 million in 1989 to $28.8 billion in 2016,
a 34 times increase. Importantly, he helped
oversee the growth of the company from ap-
proximately 7,000 employees in 1989 to more
than 88,000 employees today. Mr. Ellis is
known for his sound advice, mentorship and
positive outlook, and has provided honest and
insightful counsel to the Medtronic Board of
Directors, the chief executive officer, his peers
and his team.

Importantly, as part of Medtronic’s Mission
to alleviate pain, restore health and extend life
for people around the world, the company’s
impact on people’s lives grew exponentially
during Mr. Ellis’s leadership. In 2005, when
Mr. Ellis became chief financial officer, the
company proudly improved the life of some-
one every 6 seconds. Today, as a result of
strong leadership, growth and innovation,
Medtronic technology improves the lives of
two people every single second, or more than
65 million people per year.

In addition, Mr. Ellis has demonstrated his
commitment and passion for community
through philanthropic activities and Board
service, including service as Chairman of the
American Heart Association Board in 2007
through 2008, as well as dedicated service on
the boards of the Greater Twin Cities United
Way and the Science Museum of Minnesota.
He has also played an active leadership role
and contributed many years of Board service
to his local church.

Prior to joining Medtronic in 1989, Mr. Ellis
was a senior audit manager for Price
Waterhouse, where, in addition to several
other responsibilites, he managed the
Medtronic audit for nearly 10 years. He
worked with several large corporate organiza-
tions, as well as providing audit services to
numerous non-profit organizations.

Mr. Ellis grew up on a farm in Sac City,
lowa, and originally aspired to be a math
teacher. He received his Bachelor of Science
degree in accounting in 1978 from the Univer-
sity of South Dakota. Above all, Mr. Ellis is a
family man, who cherishes spending time at
the lake with his wife, Sue, their two children,
and five grandchildren. Though his leadership
will be sincerely missed, | wish him the best
in his retirement and thank him for everything
he has done within the business community
and within the Twin Cities community.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
593 on final passage of H.R. 6393, the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017,
| would have voted Aye, which is consistent
with my position on this legislation.
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ROUGH RIDGE AND ROCK
MOUNTAIN FOREST FIRES

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to speak about the Rough Ridge
and Rock Mountain forest fires that have re-
cently impacted Northeast Georgia.

Over the past few months, my district has
experienced a severe drought that at one
point led to a rainfall deficit of more than a
foot and especially affected thousands of
farmers in Northeast Georgia.

This October, | had the opportunity to learn
more about the drought’s repercussions from
the Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture,
Gary Black, and about 40 local farmers who
have struggled with the historic drought.

Unfortunately, the effects of the drought
went beyond affecting our farmers, and, as
wildfires continued to burn in Rough Ridge
and Rock Mountain, | was deeply concerned.

In fact, the Rough Ridge and Rock Moun-
tain forest fires have each affected over
20,000 acres of land in Northeast Georgia.

Today, | am grateful to report that the
Rough Ridge and Rock Mountain forest fires
have been 95 percent contained. | would like
to thank the firefighters, police, emergency
management and medical teams, and many
others who have worked long hours at de-
manding jobs to ensure the security and safe-
ty of the public during this uncertain time.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward, in the near fu-
ture, to sharing the good news that the Rough
Ridge and Rock Mountain forest fires have
been completely contained.

IN RECOGNITION OF PACTV

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of PACTV’s 20th anniversary.
PACTV is a non-profit public access television
station that operates six channels whose con-
tent is available to over 35,000 households in
Duxbury, Kingston, Pembroke and Plymouth,
Massachusetts.

This community-based television station,
first established in 1996 by the cable com-
mittee and selectmen in Plymouth, was found-
ed with the idea that community television pro-
gramming could be vastly improved. Over the
past 20 years, PACTV has flourished and ben-
efitted the communities it serves. PACTV has
provided a state-of-the-art community multi-
media facility and encourages citizens to par-
ticipate in the democratic process by providing
access to local government coverage and pro-
gramming. Further, PACTV provides video
production classes, has meeting spaces and
an art gallery open to the public and helps
local non-profits and community service pro-
viders to organize and promote events.

Over the years, PACTV has accumulated a
highly qualified staff that is constantly working
with the community and a dedicated board of
directors from both industry and non-profit or-
ganizations to bring greater quality program-
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ming to the Commonwealth. To this day,
PACTV continues in the fine tradition of com-
munity access television providing a first
amendment forum undiluted by commercial
considerations.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor PACTV
on this joyous occasion. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in wishing PACTV continued
success in providing high quality television
programming.

——

HONORING DEBORAH HUNT
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the distinguished career of
Deborah Hunt. With her retirement approach-
ing, she will soon close out over twenty years
of incredible service to her community and
begin the next chapter of her life.

Deborah has fulfilled her duties with dedica-
tion and innovation. Her commitment to public
service started in 1994 when she served as
Justice of the Peace in Williamson County.
Through the years, she continued to serve her
community through various public positions,
including her appointment to the Board of Tax
Professional Examiners by Former Governor
George Bush and later appointed Chair of the
Board by Former Governor Rick Perry.

Deborah is well known throughout the state
for paving the way to modernize her depart-
ment. She led the implementation of on-line
payments and simplification of tax collections.
Her office has served as a test site for the
Texas Department of Motor Vehicles to pilot
upgrades and new systems. Deborah’s leader-
ship is this arena has made a real difference
in the lives of Texans.

Deborah’s commitment to service and the
highest standard of excellence has not gone
unnoticed. Recognized by her colleagues for
her devotion and hard work, she has achieved
a long list of accolades, including Person of
the Year as well as the Earl Luna Award, and
the Marilyn Albert Achievement, the highest
honor recognized by the Texas Association of
Assessing Officers.

Deborah Hunt's extraordinary commitment
to service reflects the best values of Central
Texas. There’s no doubt that Williamson
County is a better place because of her. |
heartily salute her work and wish her the best
of luck in all her new endeavors.

————

12TH ANNUAL OHIO STATEWIDE
TRIBUTE TO ROSA PARKS

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and celebrate Rosa Parks, “the Mother
of the Modern Civil Rights Movement.”

On December 1st, we marked the 61st anni-
versary of Rosa Parks’ arrest for refusing to
give up her seat on a Montgomery City Bus.

Her defiance sparked the peaceful 381-day
Montgomery bus boycott, leading to the de-
segregation of our Nation’s public transpor-
tation system.
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