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on his American College Testing (ACT) exam-
ination.

Guowei is one of only 2,235 students out of
2.1 million 2017 high school test-takers who
earned this very rare honor. He was one of
five students in his Valley High School class to
earn the top composite score of 36, a mile-
stone that had never before been reached in
the school’s history. Guowei was able to ac-
complish this impressive feat while still re-
maining active in a number of extracurricular
activities, including: Science Bowl, Valley High
School honors program, concertmaster of the
Valley High School Chamber Orchestra, volun-
teering at lowa Lutheran Hospital, and orga-
nizing “Blank Tales,” a non-profit publication
by Valley High School students to raise
awareness of homelessness in the Des
Moines area.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Guowei for his
hard-work, dedication, and commitment to ex-
cellence. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating him and in wishing him
nothing but continued success.

———
HONORING THE 1965 INTEGRATION
OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA’S

WOODLAWN HIGH SCHOOL
HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today, we honor six individuals—Myrtice
Chamblin, Cynthia Holder, Leon Humphries,
Lillie Humphries, Cedric King, and Rita Eileen
King—for courageously integrating Woodlawn
High School in Birmingham, Alabama during
September of 1965. We applaud these six in-
dividuals for their noble act to recognize the
historic precedence they established and to
acknowledge the exceptional bravery they dis-
played.

The mid-20th century was an extraordinarily
turbulent time for Alabama, especially Bir-
mingham. The city and surrounding area had
become a crucible for civil rights activity and
peaceful protests that were often met with in-
conceivable hostility. Segregation and discrimi-
nation both had a strong grip on Birmingham
society, which affected all aspects of life for
African Americans. Despite the enactments of
the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments nearly a
century beforehand, Birmingham’s black citi-
zens had yet to fully experience the promises
that these constitutional changes intended to
engender. Thankfully, the Supreme Court’s
unanimous decision of Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation in 1954 overturned the long-standing
decision of Plessy v. Ferguson, which had
emboldened and reinforced the ferociousness
of “separate but equal.”

While these successive legislative modifica-
tions and landmark cases created a platform
for diversity in theory, racial inclusiveness was
still confronted with horrific opposition in actu-
ality. It would take solemn individuals ani-
mated with daring spirits to truly produce the
social changes needed to foster an integrated
and equal United States of America. Today,
we honor these six outstanding individuals
who are exemplary of the heroicness herein
described.

The integration of Woodlawn High School
by these stellar young people was not an oc-
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currence of happenstance. It was not the deci-
sion of adults or older citizens who had com-
pleted school many years earlier. Instead, it
was a strategic act by six underclassmen
eager to learn. By boldly encountering aggres-
sion and animosity, they knew it was a sac-
rifice necessary to create a better city, state,
and nation.

Disciplined with the tools of non-violence
and aided with the support of their caregivers
and community, these six champions of equal-
ity and freedom that we praise today stood
against injustice to impact future generations.
Armed with nothing more than a conscious-
ness of integrity and dignity, these six young
people chose to walk in the line of danger and
take a stand for human equality.

In the spirit of grace and appreciation, we
salute Myrtice Chamblin, Cynthia Holder, Leon
Humphries, Lillie Humphries, Cedric King, and
Rita Eileen King for their act of valor. Let their
testimony and story of triumph continue to be
a lesson to us all as we stand on their shoul-
ders to combat oppression. Most importantly,
let us not be remiss in our effort to shine light
on exemplars that have moved mountains for
us to walk through and paved paths for us to
walk on. The routes we travel are easier be-
cause of you.

TRIBUTE TO GARY MERSON
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, |, together
with Subcommittee on Immigration and Border
Security Ranking Member ZOE LOFGREN of
California, would like to pay tribute to Mr. Gary
Merson for his outstanding service to the
House of Representatives and the House Ju-
diciary Committee in particular. For the past
15 months, Gary has served as the chief
counsel to the Judiciary Committee’s Immigra-
tion Subcommittee.

A native of Lewiston, Maine, Gary’s pas-
sionate dedication to the advancement of im-
migration law and policy is reflected in his dis-
tinguished 18-year legal career spanning pri-
vate practice, non-profit advocacy, and gov-
ernment service. Gary will return as the Acting
Director of the Office of the Ombudsman at
United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services, where he has served since 2005.

Gary previously served as counsel to the
Immigration Subcommittee from February
2012 through December 2012 during which he
played an important role in advancing the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization Act of
2013. Prior to joining the Ombudsman’s Of-
fice, Gary was Government Affairs Counsel
with Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy
from 1999 to 2005, and prior to that an Advo-
cacy Associate with the American Immigration
Lawyers Association from 1998 to 1999. Gary
is a graduate of Tulane Law School and Van-
derbilt University.

Gary’s wide-ranging expertise on immigra-
tion law and policy and his longstanding lead-
ership in the area of employment-based immi-
gration have greatly benefitted both sides of
the aisle during the 114th Congress and this
Committee in particular. Gary was exception-
ally instrumental in the efforts of 225 Congres-
sional Democrats (186 in the House and 39 in
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the Senate) to file an amicus brief with the
U.S. Supreme Court in United States v.
Texas, a case considering whether certain as-
pects of President Obama’s executive actions
on immigration will be allowed to move for-
ward. Gary also led committee efforts on a va-
riety of immigration issues in the areas of refu-
gees, immigration enforcement, high-skilled
immigration, the EB-5 program, the H2—A/H2—
B programs and executive authority.

Although Gary entered the chief counsel
role during a time of transition, he was able to
handle committee matters with ease and
grace. His rhetorical skills and natural political
inclinations made the transition seamless.
Gary’s professionalism, dedication to com-
mittee business and pleasant demeanor
earned him the universal respect of members
and his colleagues. Gary is easily approach-
able and able to provide a witty remark even
during difficult moments. While his guidance
and leadership on immigration law and policy
will be sorely missed, we are pleased that he
will continue to serve immigrants and the
American people through his work at the Om-
budsman’s Office.

Mr. Speaker, we applaud Gary’s tireless,
principled and loyal public service to the U.S.
House of Representatives and the American
people and wish him every success in his fu-
ture endeavors.

RECOGNIZING JUSTIN TAYLOR AS
AN OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERV-
ANT

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service and commitment of my
Deputy Director of Constituent Services, Mr.
Justin Taylor, for his tireless dedication to the
residents of Florida’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict.

Throughout his tenure with my district office,
Justin has proven himself to be a vital part of
our team. As a caseworker, he has collabo-
rated with management to improve our case-
work system so that my constituents could
better receive meaningful, timely responses to
their requests for assistance.

Although Justin is not a native of Central
Florida, his commitment to serving our diverse
community is apparent. Since joining my office
in 2014, he has made a positive difference in
the lives of countless individuals. Some high-
lights of his work include assisting veterans in
obtaining critical financial benefits, as well as
helping to secure medical care for the sick
and elderly. Furthermore, as an advocate for
LGBT rights in Florida and across the country,
Justin played an important role in assisting
family members of the deceased following the
tragedy at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando.

As the 114th Congress comes to an end, so
too will Justin’s tenure in my office. | wish him
all the best in the next stage of his career in
public service.
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PEARL HARBOR

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on December 7, 1941, our nation was at-
tacked. Today marks the 75th anniversary of
the day that will live in infamy of the surprise
attack.

Today is a time to honor the courage and
sacrifice of those two thousand service mem-
bers that lost their lives in this devastating at-
tack. President Franklin Roosevelt stated that
“no matter how long it may take us to over-
come this premeditated invasion, the Amer-
ican people, in their righteous might, will win
through to absolute victory.”

As the son of a World War |l Flying Tiger of
the U.S. Army Air Corps, 14th Air Force, who
served in India and China, | am inspired by
the service from this time. They are stories of
how the American people met this unspeak-
able tragedy head on with remarkable deter-
mination. | believe that it is this same strength
that has carried our great nation through trials
since World War Il and will be a firm founda-
tion for our future, learning the importance of
peace through strength.

As a grateful 31-year veteran and the father
of four sons who have all served overseas in
the Global War on Terrorism, | believe in the
power of our armed forces and the righteous
might they demonstrate in the face of conflicts
around the world promoting peace through
strength while liberating dozens of countries.

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and
may the President by his actions never forget
September 11th in the Global War of Ter-
rorism. September 11th was the Pearl Harbor
of our era with a surprise attack to destroy our
civilization.

COMMEMORATING THE 70TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF GEORGE’S SHOE-
SHINE IN PEORIA, ILLINOIS

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize George Manias of Peoria, lllinois on
the 70th anniversary of his Peoria business,
George’s Shoeshine and Hatters World Head-
quarters, a fixture in the Peoria community
since George began his shoeshine business
70 years ago.

As a small child, George moved from Amer-
ica to Crete, a Greek isle, before World War
Il. George, his family, and their community
worked tirelessly to fight off Nazi invasions,
often having to shoot Nazi paratroopers before
they could land on the island. Despite their
gallant efforts, however, the Nazis did eventu-
ally invade the island. George’s father, a U.S.
citizen, was imprisoned numerous times
throughout Nazi occupation during World War
Il. During this difficult time, young George
went four years without a pair of shoes.

In 1946, as a teenager, George returned to
Peoria, lllinois, where he would become an in-
tegral member of our community. He started
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his shoeshine business with one seat, charg-
ing 25 cents a shine. A model of the American
entrepreneur, George steadily grew his busi-
ness, making it the national landmark it is
today.

During his 70 years of business in Peoria,
countless public figures have walked through
George’s doors in hopes of meeting this in-
dustrious man and having the opportunity to
place a signed photo in his place of business.
Over the past 70 years, George has met var-
ious public figures, including four U.S. Presi-
dents, numerous U.S. Vice Presidents, Gov-
ernors, U.S. Senators, U.S. Representatives,
White House Chiefs of Staff; Mayors, world
champion athletes, CEOs, and local leaders.

George’s Shoeshine business is known
throughout Central lllinois for the personal
service, craftsmanship, and incredible atten-
tion to detail he puts into every shoe he
shines. | am honored to share the same
hometown as George, where a humble man
can achieve the American dream through
dedication, commitment, and hard work. | ex-
tend my sincere congratulations to George
Manias on a successful 70 years and | look
forward to seeing his legacy carry on in down-
town Peoria.

———

PAMELA NISSLER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to applaud Pamela Nissler for being rec-
ognized by the West Chamber as a 2016 Cel-
ebrate Women Honoree. Celebrate Women
Honorees are known for their perseverance,
accomplishments, generosity, and dedication
to their passions and their community.

Pamela has been working to support and
advance education in Colorado for more than
45 years. Currently, she serves as the Execu-
tive Director of Jefferson County Public Library
(JCPL). Prior to that role, she has served as
the Library Manager, Substitute Librarian, Di-
rector of Community Services, and Director of
Library Programs. Pam’s seven years at the
JCPL have elevated the institution to new lev-
els in terms of historical importance and edu-
cational value in the community.

Pam is a member of both the American and
Public Library Associations, as well as a past
president of the Colorado Library Association.
Pam’s involvement in Jefferson County ex-
pands outside of the library as a member of
the West Chamber Board of Directors and the
Child and Youth Leadership Commission of
Jefferson County. She has also served on
community leadership associations throughout
Douglas County and Highlands Ranch. Pam
has a Bachelor's degree in Education and a
Master’s degree in Library Science.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Pamela Nissler for this well-deserved recogni-
tion by the West Chamber.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MS. DAWN
DICKERSON FOR RECEIVING THE
EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
FROM THE OMEGA PSI PHI FRA-
TERNITY’S SIGMA MU MU CHAP-
TER

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Ms. Dawn Dickerson of Broadlands,
Virginia, for being named the Educator of the
Year by the Sigma Mu Mu chapter of the
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Ms. Dickerson is
the Assistant Principal at Rock Ridge High
School located in Ashburn. This award was
granted to Ms. Dickerson for her work to im-
prove inclusion and acceptance within the stu-
dent body at Rock Ridge High School.

Ms. Dickerson has been instrumental in or-
ganizing special events to help her students
become introduced to new topics as our coun-
try’s next generation of leaders. One such in-
stance of her devotion was when she put to-
gether a visit from Freedom Rider Joan
Trumpauer Mulholland to speak with students
during Black History Month last year. Ms.
Dickerson was also a key component in the
Loudoun International Youth Leadership Sum-
mit. This Summit enables students to engage
in discussion with, and learn from, a number
of international delegations who attended the
event.

Ms. Dickerson’s role as Assistant Principal
at Rock Ridge High places her in a position
where she can have a positive impact on the
lives of countless young minds. This recogni-
tion from the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity comes
as a result of her dedication to the students of
Loudoun County, and it is a reflection of the
wonderful and civic-minded citizens we have
throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating Ms. Dawn Dickerson
from Rock Ridge High School for receiving
this Educator of the Year Award from the
Sigma Mu Mu chapter of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity. | wish her all the best in her future
endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY EXCELLENCE IN COMMUNITY
SERVICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY
AWARDS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the Fairfax County Alcohol Service Ac-
tion Program (ASAP) on the occasion of the
25th Annual Excellence in Community Service
and Public Safety Awards. This year's awards
are being jointly sponsored with Mothers
Against Drunk Driving.

ASAP is a criminal justice program which
uses community and state services to reduce
the problem of driving under the influence of
alcohol or other drugs. It identifies and pro-
vides appropriate services to offenders con-
victed of driving under the influence or other
substance abuse-related charges as referred
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