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congregation continually emerged stronger 
and remains today as a pillar in the Northwest 
Florida community, full of humility and com-
passion—the characteristics exhibited by its 
namesake thousands of years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor St. 
Joseph Catholic Church of Pensacola, its 
leadership and its congregants for 125 years 
of faithful service to God. For over a century 
St. Joseph’s has been an integral part of the 
Pensacola community, my wife Vicki and I 
thank them for their dedication to the people 
of Northwest Florida and pray for their contin-
ued success. May God grant St. Joseph par-
ish many more years to come and may His 
blessings continue to shine down on them. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE JUSTIN 
SMITH MORRILL CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Justin Smith 
Morrill Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2016. 
This legislation would honor a true American 
hero by posthumously awarding the Honorable 
Justin Smith Morrill with the Congressional 
Gold Medal. Mr. Morrill was elected to six 
terms in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and six terms in the United States Senate, 
making him the longest serving Member of 
Congress in the 19th Century. During his ten-
ure, he chaired the House Committee on 
Ways and Means, the Senate Committee on 
Finance, and the Senate Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. As Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Buildings and Grounds, 
he served as the principle advocate for financ-
ing and constructing the Thomas Jefferson 
Building of the Library of Congress and 
planned the location of the U.S. Supreme 
Court Building. He also raised funds to com-
plete the unfinished Washington Monument 
and advocated for the Smithsonian Institution 
throughout his service in Congress. 

However, his greatest achievement was au-
thoring the Morrill Act of 1862, which created 
the land-grant university system. Today, land- 
grant and other public universities award near-
ly 1 million degrees annually and perform 
more than $37 billion in research. Additionally, 
almost 30 years later, Senator Morrill authored 
the Morrill Act of 1890, which created histori-
cally black land-grant universities. 

Justin Smith Morrill is a man who has pro-
vided generations and millions of Americans— 
especially those from working class families— 
with access to higher education throughout the 
nation. His achievements have inspired Amer-
ican history, values, and culture and will be 
recognized and honored by generations to 
come. For these reasons, and many others, I 
urge all members to join me in supporting this 
commonsense legislation, which will honor this 
great American hero with the Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

TRIBUTE TO NICK PELLETT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nick 
Pellett of Atlantic, Iowa for achieving the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Nick is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 366, Omaha, Nebraska and the 
Soaring Eagle District of the Mid-America 
Council. 

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 
advancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained over the past century. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Nick’s Eagle Project was co-
ordinating the painting of dugouts, backstop, 
restroom facility, and the snack shack for the 
Benson Little League Park in Omaha, Ne-
braska. The work ethic Nick has shown in his 
Eagle Project and every other project leading 
up to his Eagle Scout rank speaks volumes of 
his commitment to serving a cause greater 
than himself and assisting his community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent Nick in the United States Congress. 
I ask that all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on obtaining the Eagle 
Scout ranking, and I wish him nothing but con-
tinued success in his future education and ca-
reer. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
JAMES SPEDDING 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a constituent of New 
York’s 27th Congressional District, Mr. James 
Spedding. Mr. Spedding honorably served his 
country, his family, and his community until his 
recent passing on January 22, 2016. 

Jim was born in Lockport, NY on April 2, 
1929, to parents John Carl and Blanch. After 
graduating from Lockport High School in 1947, 
Jim was eager to serve his country; and, in 
1948 he enlisted in the United States Air 
Force. Jim proudly served his country until 
1969, when he retired from the Air Force as 
a Chief Master Sergeant. During his service, 
Jim traveled to Texas, Mississippi, Korea, New 
York and California—but Jim’s travels did not 
hold him back from pursuing higher education. 
During his 21 years of service, Jim earned de-
grees from Foothill College and the University 
of Nebraska, and graduate degrees from 
Chapman University and the University of 
Southern California. After returning home to 
his friends, family, and his beautiful wife, 
Helen, Jim worked for Harrison Radiator Divi-
sion, GMC until officially retiring in 1989. After 

spending 41 years serving his country and his 
family, Jim spent the next 26 years serving his 
community. Working closely with the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Base, the AARP Income Tax 
Program, the NYS Office for the Aging, the 
Dale Association, and the Sisters Hospital, Jim 
demonstrated how important it is for members 
of our community to live their life committed to 
helping those in need. 

As I reflect on the impact Jim Spedding had 
on those around him, I am proud to say he 
was able to leave his three wonderful children, 
three grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, 
and all of his nieces and nephews with a 
proud example of how to live. 

f 

THANK YOU PETER 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, having been in the 
United States Marine Corps my whole life, I 
learned a valuable lesson; always surround 
yourself with loyal people. For me, I’m lucky to 
have the best staff on Capitol Hill—all of them 
have become part of my family. 

It’s nostalgic that I come to the floor today 
to personally thank Peter Rescigno who will 
be leaving my office at the end of this week. 
Peter has been with me since I was elected 
as the Representative for California’s Eighth 
Congressional District three years ago and 
has become a fixture of Longworth 1222. As 
he prepares to leave for New York, I can’t 
thank him enough for the counsel and dedica-
tion he has provided to me and the constitu-
ents of California’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

A joke I always share with people is when 
I hired Peter, I also needed to hire a trans-
lator. You know, being from New York, he 
speaks so fast and you can never understand 
a single word he says. Don’t let that fool you, 
Peter is one of the most talented people I’ve 
ever met—his dedication and loyalty stops at 
nothing. He always has a smile on and deals 
with anything and everything you throw his 
way. Trust me; I’ve thrown some unexpected 
things his way—he’s never let me down. 

For this Marine, who’s seen change all too 
frequently, this goodbye is one of the hardest. 

Peter, as you prepare to leave for New 
York, I want you to know that thanks for this 
Congressman will never be enough. I’ll always 
be grateful for your help and most importantly 
your friendship. I’m excited to hear about the 
great things you’ll accomplish. 

Make me proud, you always know where to 
find me. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 
64 on H.R. 3036, I am not recorded because 
I was absent for personal reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on February 
9, 2016 I was absent for recorded vote Num-
ber 64. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here: on Roll Call Number 64 
I would have proudly voted yes, expressing 
my support for the National 9/11 Memorial at 
the World Trade Center Act. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 11, 2016 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine U.S. Pacific 
Command and U.S. Forces Korea in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2017 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of the 
Interior. 

SD–366 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of 
State. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Energy atomic energy defense 
activities and programs in review of 
the defense authorization request for 
fiscal year 2017 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SR–232A 

FEBRUARY 25 

1:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Tribal 
Law and Order Act 5 years later, focus-
ing on the next steps to improve jus-
tice systems in Indian communities. 

SH–216 

MARCH 2 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. 

SR–253 

MARCH 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 

and Investment 
To hold hearings to examine regulatory 

reforms to improve equity market 
structure. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of En-
ergy. 

SD–366 

MARCH 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Forest Service. 

SD–366 

MARCH 9 

2 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition 

Policy and Consumer Rights 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the enforcement of the antitrust laws. 
SD–226 
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