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PEARLIE EVANS DID MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I delivered the fol-
lowing remarks on behalf of my father, former 
Congressman William (Bill) Clay, at the funeral 
of Pearlie Evans on Saturday, November 26, 
2016, in St. Louis, Missouri. 

My friendship with Pearlie spans more 
than 50 years. During that time we worked 
together, laughed together, cried together, 
and raised a lot of hell together. 

I first met Pearlie Evans in the early 1960s 
when a close political associate, Arthur Ken-
nedy, introduced us. He and I had just helped 
A.J. Cervantes get elected. The new mayor 
asked me to recommend someone to fill the 
position of Commissioner of Social Services. 

I invited Pearlie to lunch and offered her 
the position. She was honored but turned 
down the offer—telling me of her deep devo-
tion in helping residents at the Fellowship 
Center and Plymouth House. Without any 
success, I mentioned that her salary would 
have been twice that at Fellowship Center 
and help many more people like those at the 
Plymouth House. Then, I took her to lunch 
twice and once to dinner before she agreed. 

Finally, a well-fed Pearlie Evans accepted 
the offer and performed exceptionally well in 
the position. 

Her background in social work, dealing 
with grassroots, ghetto residents, allowed 
her to develop a realistic grasp of the prob-
lems faced by low-income, unemployed, pov-
erty stricken individuals. She provided the 
compassion and know-how in closing the gap 
that kept many of them from resolving their 
woes. 

Having disdain and contempt for all kinds 
of discrimination and segregation, her agen-
da was about identifying injustice and re-
shaping our society until it adjusted to ac-
commodate the needs of its underprivileged. 

When my first District Director left, I 
asked Pearlie to run my congressional dis-
trict office. But this time I knew better than 
to invite her to lunch or dinner. She accept-
ed and made an ideal District Director for 
the next 28 years. 

Perhaps, more than anyone else other than 
my wife Carol, Pearlie was able to success-
fully put up with me and all my audacious-
ness, my insolence, my sarcasm and my blus-
ter. Her simple response of ‘‘ohhhhhhh, Con-
gressman’’ more often than not was the per-
fect tonic to calm a rough or chaotic situa-
tion. She was by my side through good times 
and bad. Her advice and counsel was usually 
sound. 

Pearlie was also a pioneer in politics who 
developed a new strategy for advancing the 
cause of civil rights and enhancing opportu-
nities. She ushered in the concept that it 
was time to stop begging for what was ours 
by citizenship and to start demanding rights 
that were ours by birth. She played a key 
role in our developing the political appa-
ratus capable of delivering lopsided margins 
in electing candidates. She had the unique 
ability to attract and surround us with peo-
ple of wisdom, vision, integrity and commit-
ment to racial equality. 

She joined a cadre of other outstanding 
women like Gwen Giles, Ruth Porter, 
Deverne Calloway, Marian Oldham and many 
others that enabled our group to convince 
many to overcome their political apathy and 
to reject disgraceful absentee elected offi-
cials pretending to represent our interests. 

I owe a great deal of my political success 
to committed and dedicated women like 
Pearlie. In my elections to Congress, women 
managed all of my campaigns: Doris Moore, 
Gwen Giles, Gwen Reed and Pearlie Evans 
each served as campaign managers in all 16 
of them. 

Pearlie, Virginia Cook, and Gwen Reed 
also played a key role in electing my son 
Lacy Clay to Congress. 

Pearlie journeyed through a career that 
forced the political system to change the 
face of our politics and to provide us with 
people who truly voiced our legitimate con-
cerns. 

She was always on the picket lines, at the 
sit-ins, in the marches for school equality, 
wherever the protests against injustice were 
being waged. She was there to give active 
support in campaigns that changed the land-
scape of bigoted policies and replaced them 
with opportunities for minorities in St. 
Louis. 

Very few lived their life with the enthu-
siasm, the commitment, the determination, 
the gusto of Pearlie. She lived every day 
with the intent of giving back to the commu-
nity and enhancing the lives of those denied 
the benefits of humane treatment. In touch-
ing their lives, it was a testament to her en-
dearing respect for each individual’s human-
ity. 

Carol and I join with you in acknowledging 
that she was an uncommon lady with a phe-
nomenal effect on those of us who were 
graced by her presence. She was something 
special, something beautiful, something pre-
cious. 

Although Pearlie would tell us not to shed 
tears for her but rather for a world that is 
suffering the ravages of war, disease, hunger 
and racism—still, without ignoring her re-
quest not to shed tears for her passing, we 
are obligated to shed tears for future genera-
tions that will never experience the sight of 
her doing battle with the giants of society 
who have profited from exploiting those un-
able to fight back. We mourn for those who 
will never bear witness to her unyielding 
fight against bureaucratic bigots in fighting 
for racial justice. 

Yes, Pearlie, when remembering you, what 
you stood for, how much of your mission is 
yet unfulfilled, our tears are justified. We 
cry today because we will have no more to-
morrows with you. But we thank God for all 
the yesterdays we spent with you. 

We remember all of the good you have 
done, all of the people you have helped, all of 
the causes you have championed. We take 
comfort in the fact that our community, our 
state and our nation are better as a result of 
your having been here. 

We have witnessed in you a towering, in-
credible, noble, dedicated defender of what’s 
right—so we say in all sincerity—so long, 
our courageous sister in the struggle for 
equal justice—so long! 

HONORING RICHARD COOPER 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Richard Cooper, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Mendo Lake Credit Union, who 
is retiring after forty years of service to credit 
union members. 

Richard Cooper was born in Bend, Oregon, 
and raised in Alaska where he began his long 
career at Credit Union One in Anchorage. He 
continued his work in southern California until 
2008 when he moved to Mendocino County 
and became the President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer at Mendo Lake Credit Union. 

Under Mr. Cooper’s leadership, Mendo Lake 
Credit Union has thrived as a business and 
flourished as an award-winning community 
partner. Renowned for his civic service, Mr. 
Cooper was recognized as the Credit Union 
Times ‘‘Rock Star of the Year’’ in 2016. During 
his tenure at Mendo Lake Credit Union, it was 
recognized with ‘‘Desjardins Youth Financial 
Education Award’’ from the Credit Union Na-
tional Association in 2014; a ‘‘Trailblazer 
Award for Serving the Underserved’’ by the 
Credit Union Times in 2015; and as a ‘‘Cali-
fornia Small Business Volunteer Program of 
the Year’’ by the Governor’s Office in 2012. 

In addition to his many contributions to 
these credit unions, Mr. Cooper has dedicated 
countless hours as an active board member of 
the Economic Development and Finance Cor-
poration of Mendocino County, the Mendocino 
Coast Botanical Gardens, the Mendocino Col-
lege Foundation, the Ukiah Senior Center En-
dowment Fund, and the Ukiah Valley Medical 
Center Community Advisory Council. 

Richard Cooper’s career is one of dedicated 
service and the highest level of civic engage-
ment. Please join me in congratulating him on 
his retirement and expressing our deep appre-
ciation for his outstanding contributions to the 
residents of Mendocino County. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MR. STEPHEN MANSTER 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Bowling Green Town Manager Ste-
phen Manster on the occasion of his retire-
ment from public service. Throughout his forty- 
year career, he worked in both local and re-
gional levels of government. 

Mr. Manster was hired by the Town Council 
as Town Manager on January 3, 2006. Before 
coming to Bowling Green, he served for nine-
teen years as the Executive Director of the 
Rappahannock Area Development Commis-
sion (RADCO). During this time he was able 
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to work with the Town and Caroline County 
extensively, leading to a seamless transition 
into the Town Manager position. 

Stephen holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Sociology from Pennsylvania State University 
and a Degree of Master of City and Regional 
Planning from Rutgers University. He has also 
completed extensive graduate work in the 
Master of Public Administration program at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. 

Mr. Manster’s commitment to public service 
demonstrates a rare sense of dedication to 
duty, and I am pleased to recognize this spe-
cial occasion. Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join 
me in celebrating the career of Mr. Stephen 
Manster. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAMERON D. 
CLARKE, 2017 RHODES SCHOLAR 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with great pride to recognize Cameron 
D. Clarke, a Howard University senior major-
ing in biology and community health, who was 
awarded a prestigious Rhodes Scholarship for 
2017. Mr. Clarke lives in Richmond, Virginia 
and is the fourth student from Howard Univer-
sity to have received this honor. 

While attending Howard University, Mr. 
Clarke engaged in research at the University’s 
W. Montague Cobb Research Laboratory, 
which maintains a national repository for Afri-
can-American skeletal remains. Mr. Clarke 
also participated in research at Bahir Dar Uni-
versity in Ethiopia through a Howard Univer-
sity-National Science Foundation grant. As an 
Amgen Scholar, he conducted research at the 
National Institutes of Health’s Center for Can-
cer Research. Mr. Clarke is a certified emer-
gency medical technician (EMT) and is the 
lead author on five out of six publications. He 
is co-president of Howard University’s chapter 
of the Peer Health Exchange and a news edi-
tor of The Hilltop, the Howard University stu-
dent newspaper. Currently, Mr. Clarke is 
among our own here on Capitol Hill as he is 
an intern for the U.S. House Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. 

Mr. Clarke is one of 32 men and women se-
lected from U.S. postsecondary institutions 
who competed with over 800 applicants to re-
ceive this award to study at the University of 
Oxford in England. With his Rhodes scholar-
ship, Mr. Clarke intends to further his studies 
by pursuing a Master of Science degree with 
an emphasis in primary health care. Ulti-
mately, Mr. Clarke wants to attend medical 
school and work in public health policy and 
clinical research. 

‘‘We are extremely proud of Mr. Clarke’s ac-
complishments,’’ said Dr. Wayne Frederick, 
President of Howard University. ‘‘Mr. Clarke’s 
academic pursuits will lead to solutions in the 
broader society that are needed ever more so 
today. Cameron is the epitome of Howard Uni-
versity’s gift of solutions to the world.’’ His 
achievements demonstrate what a person 
committed to excellence in truth and service 
can obtain when provided the opportunity. He 
exemplifies the best of Howard University and 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

I ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives to join me in congratulating 

Mr. Cameron D. Clarke for his impressive aca-
demic achievements and being selected as 
one of America’s Rhodes Scholarship winners. 
It is with honor that I call attention to this out-
standing young man’s achievements. May he 
continue to obtain the success for which he 
works hard and may he always find purpose 
and fulfillment in his efforts. 

f 

HONORING ESTHER LOUISE HILL 
ON THE OCCASION OF HER 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Esther Louise Hill. She cele-
brated her 100th birthday on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4th, 2016. 

Esther Louise Hill was born in Montgomery 
City, Missouri on December 4, 1916 to Roy 
and Emma Patterson. She has lived in 
Jonesburg, Missouri most of her life. Esther 
married Richard Hill, who is now deceased. 
She graduated from a three-year program in 
1938 from Missouri Baptist Hospital School of 
Nursing as a registered nurse. 

Her work experiences were in various divi-
sions of healthcare: hospitals, industry, and 
public health. Esther started her career as a 
private duty nurse and after a year decided to 
join the Barnes Hospital Nursing Staff. Before 
World War II started, Esther moved to Dallas, 
Texas. She utilized her nursing degree by 
working at a substation with North American 
Aviation during the war. After the end of the 
war, Esther moved back to Missouri and 
joined the staff at a local nursing home, Katy 
Jane, located in Warrenton, Missouri. Unfortu-
nately, during her time at Katy Jane, there 
was a devastating fire which had a profound 
effect on Esther. Esther started working as a 
public health nurse through the state of Mis-
souri, first in Warren County and then moving 
to Montgomery County. She was moved by 
the loss of life at Katy Jane and realized com-
monsense steps could have prevented that 
tragedy. 

Eventually, Esther obtained the position of 
Institutional Advisory Nurse, covering fifteen 
counties along the Missouri River. In this posi-
tion, Esther taught nursing home caregivers 
the details of Missouri state law and proce-
dures that should be part of nursing home 
care. The Institutional Advisory Nurse position 
led to a role with the Missouri Department of 
Health Licensure Program for Nursing Homes. 
With this position, she taught, investigated and 
inspected nursing home facilities, and en-
forced licensure laws. Esther worked for the 
Visiting Nurse Association for a few years but 
eventually returned to the Missouri Depart-
ment of Health. She ended her nursing career 
with the Missouri Department of Health. Esther 
appreciates the opportunity she was given to 
have a career that came full circle; from her 
days at the Katy Jane Nursing Home where 
lack of structure allowed for a tragedy, to 
being involved with the adoption of solutions 
to protect the most vulnerable. In addition to 
her successful career in nursing, Esther also 
taught at Tulane University in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Esther has been a lifelong member 
of the Jonesburg United Methodist Church and 

during her time there has enjoyed participating 
in the Methodist Women organization. In her 
spare time, she enjoys reading, collecting an-
tiques, cooking, and canning produce from her 
garden. She also has a passion for hybridized 
lilies and has even won prizes for them. Es-
ther enjoys a good card game and has been 
a member of the Canasta Card Club for 50 
years. 

Please join me in recognizing Esther Louise 
Hill on the occasion of her 100th birthday. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BULLOCK COUNTY, 
ALABAMA UPON THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ITS FOUNDING 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Bullock County, Alabama which today is 
celebrating 150 years as a county. 

What is now Bullock County was first inhab-
ited by Creek Indians who moved westward 
from Georgia and began cultivating the rich, 
spring-filled land. After the bitter Creek War, 
American settlers brought schools, churches, 
and mercantile life to complement the thriving 
agriculture, and the town of Union Springs 
was born. 

After the Civil War, portions of Macon, 
Montgomery, Barbour and Pike Counties were 
brought together to form Bullock County, after 
Confederate Colonel E.C. Bullock. The late 
1800s and early 1900s were prosperous for 
Bullock County, as railroad connections and 
industrialization made the county seat of 
Union Springs an important hub for Alabama 
and the South. 

That history can still be seen in Bullock 
County today. The National Register of His-
toric Places, lists 47 homes and businesses 
that have been preserved as standing monu-
ments to the past. 

One hundred and fifty years after its found-
ing, Bullock County is home to fine, hard-
working people that I am proud to represent in 
Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to acknowl-
edge Bullock County’s sesquicentennial anni-
versary and celebrate this special date with all 
those who call Bullock County home. 

f 

HONORING SUPERINTENDENT JAY 
SPECK 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise, along with Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI, today to recognize and honor Jay 
Speck who is retiring after forty years of serv-
ice to our community as an educator and ad-
ministrator with the Solano County Office of 
Education. 

Mr. Speck began his career in education as 
a special education teacher at the elementary 
and secondary levels and has since worked 
with Solano County as a program manager, 
principal, director of special education, and as-
sistant superintendent of human resources. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:53 Dec 06, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K05DE8.003 E05DEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T15:35:24-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




