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world’s true democracies in a strong ‘‘Alli-
ance for Democracy’’. It would be a commu-
nity of shared values, individual liberty, eco-
nomic freedom, democracy, and the rule of
law; a community that would bolster the
identity and potency of democracy in a
world where the forces of oppression are try-
ing to regain ground.

The Alliance for Democracy could help
confront common security challenges, in-
cluding terrorism. It could work to make the
liberal capitalist democracies more pros-
perous, competitive, and attractive by pro-
moting commerce, economic growth and job
creation. It could help promote democracy
directly through advice, support, and assist-
ance. It could be a forum for the coordina-
tion of policies in other international orga-
nizations, including push for reforms to
make the United Nations more effective. And
the Alliance for Democracy could also be
used for joint action, particularly humani-
tarian interventions.

Many of us are inclined to believe that the
community of values with the best story will
win, that the West won the Cold War because
the better world view triumphed, and the
progress is inevitable.

However, the rise of autocratic powers and
Islamic radicalism reminds us that the vic-
tory of democratic powers over oppression is
not inevitable and it needs not be lasting.
History has taught us that we cannot be
complacent.

Thomas Jefferson reminded us that ‘‘the
price of liberty is eternal vigilance’. I will
continue dreaming of the predominance of
capitalism and liberal democracy. I will not
accept the argument that certain people are
not well suited for democracy.

In a world that grows in freedom and de-
mocracy, people will have a chance to raise
their families and live in peace and build a
better future. The terrorists will lose their
recruits and lose their sponsors and lose safe
havens from which to launch new attacks,
and there will be less room for tyranny and
terror.

But to ensure the progress of freedom and
democracy, we must ensure an invincible
global balance in favor of the forces of free-
dom and democracy.

You have just had presidential elections. I
don’t think the American people have man-
dated retreat. On the contrary, I believe that
the outcome of the elections was a reaction
to the receding freedom and democracy and
the growing terrorism and autocracy that
you have witnessed during recent years.

I trust America and American leadership.
Of course, also America makes mistakes. But
who else should be the leader of the free
world? I'm tempted to quote Winston
Churchill who once said that the Americans
will always do the right thing—after having
tried everything else.

Ladies and gentlemen, the world’s democ-
racies must rise to the challenge. America
must exercise determined global leadership.
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HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a community servant who has for
years worked to improve the lives of her
friends and neighbors in Yonkers, Ms. Andrea
M. Brown.

Andrea was born and bred in Westchester,
the eldest of eight children in Tarrytown, NY.
She attended the Tarrytown public schools,
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Westchester Business School, and West-
chester Community College. She began her
community service when she was in her
teens, in high school clubs and through her
church. In 1970 she married and moved to
Yonkers and began her community service in
1974 by volunteering at her oldest daughter’s
pre-kindergarten class at School 25 and join-
ing the Parent's Group at the Nepperhan
Community Center, which led to her becoming
a Board Member and eventually Board Presi-
dent.

Andrea’s volunteer work only grew from
there. She has served her community as
President of the Yonkers Branch of the
NAACP; Trustee for the Yonkers Board of
Education; 1st Vice President of the Empire
State Federation of Women’s Club, West-
chester Region; Member of the Yonkers May-
or's African American Advisory Board; and
Vice President of Aquehung Women’s Demo-
cratic Club, just to name some of her work.
She has also received numerous awards for
her efforts, including the Martin Luther King
Commission Profile Award; the Bethany Lu-
theran Church Woman of the Year Award; the
Women’s Civic Club of Nepperhan Woman of
the Year Award; The Nepperhan Community
Center Community Service Award; and the
Dominican Cultural Association Community
Service Award.

But for all of her accomplishments, Andrea’s
greatest treasure was always family. She was
married to the late Bernard G. Brown, Sr. and
is the mother of two adult children, three
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

The Yonkers Democratic Committee is hon-
oring Andrea this year at their Annual Road to
Victory Dinner. Congratulations to her on this
great honor.

———

SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY
FIELD HOCKEY WINS DIVISION II
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize the Shippensburg University field
hockey team as the 2016 NCAA Division Il
National Champions. Shippensburg, which is a
university in my district, has always been
about serving the educational, social and cul-
tural needs of their students, both in the class-
room and beyond. The Red Raiders defeated
Long Island University Post by a score of 2 to
1 on Sunday, November 20, 2016, capping a
20 win season that was dedicated to former
student-athlete and coach, Amanda Strous.

All season long, a number 22 jersey hung in
the Robb Sports Complex in honor of Amanda
Strous, a former student-athlete and coach at
Shippensburg who tragically passed away be-
fore the start of the 2016 season. The mantra
“Live, Laugh, Love” and hashtag “FlyHigh22”
served as inspiration for the team as they
sought to “Leave a Legacy” in honor of Aman-
da.

Shippensburg’s emotional season concluded
on a cold, fall day at the W.B. Mason Stadium
at Stonehill College in Easton, MA. Winning
three consecutive games as the lower seed,
the No. 3 seeded Red Raiders were lifted to
victory by goals from junior forward Emily Bar-

E1567

nard and senior forward Katelyn Grazan. Fin-
ishing the year as the national leader in goals
against average (0.46), save percentage
(.899) and shutouts (14), Shippensburg is only
the second team in tournament history to
emerge from their region as a No. 3 seed and
win a national championship.

Mr. Speaker, it is with admiration and re-
spect that | congratulate the Shippensburg
University field hockey team for winning the
2016 NCAA Division Il National Champion-
ship. Such an emotional season could not
have a better ending, and | am confident that
they will continue to achieve great things both
on the field and in the classroom. On behalf
of my constituents, | wish the Red Raiders all
the best as they enjoy this accomplishment
and look forward to next season.

H. CON. RES. 165

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to commend the House on pas-
sage of H. Con. Res. 165, which reaffirms
Congress’ approach to Israel and Palestine.
This bipartisan resolution supports the long-
standing approach of the United States as a
facilitator of bilateral negotiations between
Israel and Palestine. It properly recognizes
that a lasting resolution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict will only come about through di-
rect, mutual negotiations between the two par-
ties. Attempts by Congress or other outside
bodies to interfere with bilateral negotiations
by establishing parameters or imposing solu-
tions on Israel and Palestine will inevitably
complicate the situation and delay its peaceful
resolution.

Since 1972, the United States has opposed
and vetoed 42 United Nations Security Council
resolutions dictating binding parameters on the
peace process. The current Administration has
time and again refused to aid Israel by toler-
ating Palestinian threats, harming the U.S.-
Israeli relationship, and undermining Israel’s
peacemaking efforts. Israel is our strongest
ally in the Middle East, and | believe the coun-
try deserves our full support. | have consist-
ently demanded this Administration recognize
the importance of Israel, and today’s resolu-
tion provided another opportunity to affirm my
commitment to our relationship with that na-
tion. | strongly urge continued opposition to ef-
forts by the UN Security Council to force
agreements that are one-sided or anti-Israel.

Israel has continuously demonstrated its
willingness to coexist with its neighbors, and
the United States must promote direct talks
between Israelis and Palestinians, not the
international intervention of the United Nations
or other bodies. Through passage of this reso-
lution, the House of Representatives publicly
reaffirmed our support for bilateral negotiations
between Israel and Palestine, demonstrated
the strength of our relationship with Israel, and
rebuked faulty attempts to impose the terms of
peace.

| was proud to join my colleagues in support
of this important resolution.
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ROBIN PERKINS NAMED WOMAN
OF THE YEAR BY THE GREATER
MANASSAS CHRISTMAS PARADE
COMMITTEE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
congratulate Robin Perkins on being named
Woman of the Year by the Greater Manassas
Christmas Parade Committee. Mrs. Perkins
has diligently served the Manassas community
for many years and is more than deserving of
this honor.

A lifelong resident of Manassas and devoted
community leader, Mrs. Perkins has served
her hometown for 33 years in the City of Ma-
nassas treasurer’s office. After fifteen years of
service in that office, she was elected to serve
as Treasurer for the City of Manassas. Now,
after over eighteen years of service as Treas-
urer, Mrs. Perkins is entering into a well-de-
served retirement.

Though she is leaving her post as Treas-
urer, Mrs. Perkins will remain a fixture of the
Manassas community. She serves as a scout
leader, a youth bowling director, and has been
a long-time volunteer with the city schools.
Her lifelong dedication to her community is an
inspiration and I'm proud to represent such a
wonderful woman.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating Robin Perkins for being
named Woman of the Year by the Greater
Manassas Christmas Parade Committee. It is
a privilege to represent her and | wish her all
the best in her future endeavors.

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEBRA
SAUNDERS-WHITE

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to mourn the loss of one of our nation’s
finest public servants, Dr. Debra Saunders-
White. She was a good friend and a tireless
advocate for increasing access to higher edu-
cation for all students. This past Saturday,
Debra Saunders-White passed away, and |
would like to take a brief moment to celebrate
her life and legacy.

For many years, Debra Saunders-White was
a leading voice in education as she fought to
strengthen historical black colleges and uni-
versities and other minority serving institutions.
As a first generation college graduate, Debra
understood both the opportunities afforded by
higher education and the many challenges
that accompany students as they attempt to
access and afford a higher education.

A native of Hampton, Virginia, she attended
the University of Virginia before receiving her
Masters of Business Administration from the
College of Wiliam and Mary and her Doc-
torate in Higher Education Administration from
George Washington University. After com-
pleting her education, Mrs. Saunders-White
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spent 15 years in the private sector, working
for IBM as a systems engineer before
transitioning to marketing.

From 1999 until 2006, Dr. Saunders-White
served as the Assistant Provost of Technology
at Hampton University. While at Hampton, she
designed and implemented the university’s
first information technology organization. Her
efforts made Hampton University the first
HBCU in the nation to join the Internet2 com-
munity, where they earned the “most wired
university” title by Forbes Magazine and the
Princeton Review.

Ultimately, Dr. Saunders-White left Hampton
University and spent some time at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Wilmington (UNCW) as
the Vice Chancellor and later served as the
Deputy Assistant Secretary at the Department
of Education in President Obama’s administra-
tion. In 2011, Mrs. Saunders-White became
the 11th chancellor of North Carolina Central
University. During her tenure, Dr. Saunders-
White was held in high regard by all of her
colleagues and students. Known for her strong
vision and leadership, Debra was extremely
dedicated to ensuring the success of the stu-
dents at NCCU while she carried out her vi-
sion for growth at the university.

Mr. Speaker, the education and NCCU com-
munities have lost a tremendous advocate for
our nation’s students. | want to extend my
deepest sympathies to her two children, Eliza-
beth Paige and Cecil lll; her mother, Irene
Saunders; her brothers, Roger, Ralph and
Kyle Saunders, and the rest of her family,
friends, and countless students she positively
impacted during her life.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL
UNIVERSITY CHANCELLOR DR.
DEBRA SAUNDERS-WHITE

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and work of Dr. Debra
Saunders-White, a dear friend, nationally rec-
ognized academic, and the eleventh Chan-
cellor of North Carolina Central University in
Durham, North Carolina. Dr. Saunders-White
transitioned to her heavenly home on Satur-
day, November 26, 2016 after a courageous
battle with cancer. She will be greatly missed
by the entire NCCU family and all who knew
her.

Dr. Saunders-White was born in Hampton,
Virginia on January 8, 1957. As a first-genera-
tion college student, she received her under-
graduate training at the University of Virginia
in Charlottesville. Graduating in the Class of
1979 with a Bachelor's degree in history, Dr.
Saunders-White went on to receive a Master’s
of Business Administration from the College of
William and Mary (in 1993) and a Doctorate in
Higher Education Administration from George
Washington University (in 2004).

The massive outpouring of accolades that
arose upon Dr. Saunders-White’'s passing
speaks to her character and abilities. She was
installed as the eleventh chancellor of my
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alma mater, North Carolina Central University,
on June 1, 2013. And, | might add, she be-
came the first permanent woman chancellor in
the University’s 106-year history.

Prior to assuming her duties at NCCU, she
served as the acting Assistant Secretary for
the Office of Postsecondary Education at the
U.S. Department of Education in the Obama
Administration under Secretary Arne Duncan.
Dr. Saunders-White joined the Department of
Education in May of 2011 as the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for higher education pro-
grams.

Throughout her tenure as NCCU’s Chan-
cellor, Dr. Saunders-White made many impor-
tant contributions to the University, including
increasing the freshman-to-sophomore reten-
tion rate from 69 percent to 80 percent; grow-
ing faculty and staff annual giving from 19 per-
cent to 76 percent; creating the Triangle
area’s first dual-enrollment, residential transfer
program known as Eagle Connect, in conjunc-
tion with Durham Technical Community Col-
lege; and opening a Fabrication Laboratory in
2015 that is part of a select number of such
laboratories at HBCUs.

Always committed to uplifting Historically
Black Colleges and Universities, Dr. Saun-
ders-White was named a “cyber star’ by
Black Issues in Higher Education and has
published articles and whitepapers on the role
of technology in learning. At NCCU, she was
instrumental in raising scholarship funds for
students and prioritized innovative academic
instruction to prepare students of color to be
competitive in the global marketplace.

Beyond her academic contributions, what is
more illuminating of Dr. Saunders-White’s stel-
lar character was the way she connected with
students at the university. She took a personal
interest in the scholarship and mentorship pro-
gram by encouraging “Eagle Excellence” that
went beyond success in the classroom. Her
dedication to scholarship and preserving the
legacy of our Historically Black Colleges and
Universities earned her the respect and admi-
ration of students and colleagues alike.

It is dedicated leaders like Dr. Debra Saun-
ders-White whose passionate commitment to
helping all students succeed will leave a last-
ing mark on the future of our students and our
country. NCCU (and all of those connected
with institutions of higher learning) have lost a
great educator and friend. Mr. Speaker, the
Nation has lost a great educator.

Dr. Saunders-White is survived by two chil-
dren, Elizabeth Paige White and Cecil White,
IIl; her mother, Mrs. Irene Saunders; and her
brothers, Roger, Ralph, and Kyle. | hope the
outpouring of love shared by the community
has been a comfort to Dr. Saunders-White’s
family.

Today, we remember Dr. Debra Saunders-
White and reflect on her motto ‘Eagle Excel-
lence.” That motto, which Dr. Saunders-White
embodied in her work each day, will remain
embedded in the fabric of the University for
generations to come.

This is indeed a solemn occasion. But it's
also an occasion to celebrate. Dr. Saunders-
White fought the good fight, kept the faith, and
was a friend to so many and we are all thank-
ful that she was able to touch so many lives.
| ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating
the life, work, and legacy of Chancellor Debra
Saunders-White.
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