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CONGRATULATING DAN FOUST, 

SR. FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. Dan 
Foust, Sr. He is receiving the 2015 Lifetime 
Distinguished Service Award in the Cultural 
category from the Greater St. Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Foust has been a lifelong dedicated vol-
unteer in the community. His membership with 
the St. Charles Lions Club started over twen-
ty-seven years ago. During his time as a 
member he was instrumental in establishing 
and completing the McNair Park Braille Trail. 
In 2001, Mr. Foust, branched off from the St. 
Charles Lions club and chartered the First 
Capitol Lions club. From his many years of 
service during his time as a Lions member, 
Mr. Foust has received the highest honor a 
Lions member can—the Melvin Jones Fellow-
ship award. 

The German Chapter of the St. Charles Sis-
ter Cities has benefited from Mr. Foust’s mem-
bership for over twenty years. His fundraising 
efforts have allowed the St. Charles Sister Cit-
ies to expand the number of student ex-
changes from two students to four. This club 
allows students from Germany and Ireland to 
experience life in the St. Charles area. 
Through this program students are able to fos-
ter mutual understanding, friendship, and 
goodwill through cultural, social, business, and 
educational exchanges. 

In 2011, Mr. Foust started his Chairmanship 
position of the St. Charles Oktoberfest Fes-
tival. Under his leadership, this event has 
grown to over 100,000 attendees annually. 
This festival brings in funds to various groups 
in the area: First Capitol Lions Club, St. Peters 
Lions Club, Lake St. Louis Lions Club, 
Jonesburg Lions Club, Sister Cities of St. 
Charles, the St. Charles Jaycees, and many 
more groups. 

Other areas that Mr. Foust has served in-
clude: a twenty-five year membership with the 
St. Charles Parks Foundation, a twenty year 
membership with the St. Charles Raccoon 
Conservation Club, and serving in local gov-
ernment for sixteen years. He also served as 
a former director of the St. Charles County 
Municipal League. 

Mr. Foust enjoys time with his wife of thirty- 
six years, Carla and his four children—Carrie, 
Dan Jr., Justin, and Jason. His world is made 
brighter by his 16 grandchildren and will wel-
come his first great-grandchild in June of this 
year. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. Dan 
Foust, Sr. on this Lifetime Distinguished Serv-
ice Award in the Cultural category from the 
Greater St. Charles County Chamber of Com-
merce. 

CONGRATULATING JOSHUA 
GILMER ON HIS ACCEPTANCE TO 
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE’S CRITICAL LANGUAGE 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 2015 SUM-
MER PROGRAM 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate University of Missouri student Joshua 
Gilmer on his acceptance to, and completion 
of, the U.S. Department of State’s Critical Lan-
guage Scholarship award (CLS) 2015 summer 
program. 

Joshua, a graduate of Nixa High School in 
Nixa, Missouri, was one of just 550 out of 
about 5,500 applicants to be selected to re-
ceive admittance to the CLS program this 
year. This scholarship is a prestigious award, 
which offers a fully immersive language expe-
rience and cultural exchange to 13 countries 
around the world. The program is aimed at 
training the next generation of U.S. Citizens to 
gain an enriched cultural knowledge of other 
countries and to be well equipped for careers 
in diplomacy, international business, and other 
globalized industries. 

Through the program, Joshua completed an 
Intermediate Russian language course in 
Vladimir, Russia. His time overseas was spent 
fostering not only his language skills, but his 
knowledge of and ability to relate to Russian 
culture. In the rapidly globalizing world, a cul-
tural understanding of other countries is a key 
to continued American success in foreign af-
fairs. 

Mr. Speaker, Joshua Gilmer is now well- 
equipped with this new knowledge to broaden 
the horizons of his peers here in the U.S. I am 
proud to know that young people like Joshua 
from Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District 
will one day help guide America’s global eco-
nomic interests, and urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him on this achieve-
ment. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,000,235,912,585.65. We’ve 
added $8,373,358,863,672.57 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to state that I was unable to vote 
on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 due to commu-
nity events held that evening in our district in 
Houston and Harris County, Texas. 

If I had the opportunity to vote, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea’’ on H.R. 3036, legislation to des-
ignate the National September 11 Memorial lo-
cated at the World Trade Center in New York 
City, New York, as a national memorial. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DON BOSCHERT, 
JR. FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. Don 
Boschert, Jr. He is receiving the 2015 Citizen 
of the Year Award from the Greater St. 
Charles County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Boschert has called St. Charles County 
home his entire life. Since 1978, he has been 
an Investment Representative with Edward 
Jones in St. Charles. 

During Mr. Boschert’s time with Edward 
Jones, he has been recognized as a leader 
and was therefore named Regional Leader of 
St. Charles and Lincoln Counties from 1998 
through 2004, and from 2001 through 2004, 
he served as a General Partner. Under his 
leadership, Edward Jones was able to expand 
from 19 branch offices to 50 branch offices. 
Mr. Boschert currently serves as a limited 
Partner for Edward Jones along with working 
with his son, Greg, in the heart of St. Charles. 

The commitment that Mr. Boschert shows to 
the projects and programs of the chamber 
continue to make the organization stronger. In 
1991, he served as President of the St. 
Charles Chamber of Commerce and also 
served as Chairman of the St. Charles County 
Convention Center and Sports Facilities for 3 
years. In addition to those office positions, 
Don has served as President of the St. 
Charles Rotary, St. Peters Rotary, and United 
Services. He has held board positions with 
Crime Stoppers and the Academy of the Sa-
cred Heart Golf Outing Committee. 

His volunteering spirit also positively affects 
the Boys & Girls Club of St. Charles and the 
Child Welfare Allocation Panel for the United 
Way where he has served as a board mem-
ber. The River City Rascals benefited from his 
leadership where he was a Limited Partner 
from 1997–2006. 

For 33 years, Don and his wife, Jennie, 
have enjoyed life together in the St. Charles 
area. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. Don 
Boschert, Jr. on this 2015 Citizen of the Year 
award from the Greater St. Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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CONGRATULATING ZACH MOORE 

ON HIS SELECTION TO THE HIGH 
SCHOOL HONORS PERFORMANCE 
SERIES 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Zach Moore, a senior trombone play-
er at Glendale High School in Springfield, Mis-
souri, on being selected to perform in the High 
School Honors Performance Series at Car-
negie Hall in New York City. 

Starting in 2009, The High School Honors 
Performance Series was established to show-
case the most talented high school performers 
in the country. To be considered for inclusion 
in this series, Moore underwent a competitive 
application process which required a written 
recommendation from an instructor and his 
submitting an audition tape. The various dif-
ferent ensembles on display at the series are 
conducted by renowned conductors, who will 
challenge Zach to perform to the best of his 
abilities. 

Zach has assembled a truly admirable body 
of work playing the trombone, earning a Bass 
Trombone slot in the All-State Orchestra this 
year as well as first chair trombone honors in 
the All-District Honor Band. He has played 
with the U.S. Army All-American Marching 
Band at the halftime show of the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl, a testament to his ability to 
perform at a high level in front of a large audi-
ence. Zach has been described as an incred-
ibly hard worker who is both dedicated to his 
art and exceptionally talented. 

Mr. Speaker, Zach Moore deserves our con-
gratulations on his selection to the High 
School Honors Performance Series. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in extending congratula-
tions to Zach on his achievements, which 
make him an example of the outstanding tal-
ent Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District 
has to offer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. NICOLE 
STEINER 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Ms. Nicole Steiner for being selected 
as one of Colorado’s top two youth volunteers 
in the 21st Annual National Awards Program 
by The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards. She was selected for this honor be-
cause of her exceptional acts of volunteerism. 

Ms. Steiner is a senior at Legend High 
School in Parker, Colorado. To date, she has 
raised over $40,000 worth of games, puzzles, 
and books for a variety of organizations and 
individuals. In 2014 she founded ‘‘A Game for 
You’’, which collects games, puzzles, and 
books that are donated to various organiza-
tions. Over 5,500 individuals have received a 
gift because of her efforts. It is the ingenuity 
and hard work Ms. Steiner embodies daily that 
makes America exceptional. She has shown 
true leadership in her community. 

As the recipient of this award, Ms. Steiner 
will receive a $1,000 stipend, engraved medal-

lions, and a trip to Washington, D.C. On be-
half of the 4th Congressional District of Colo-
rado, I extend my best wishes to Ms. Steiner. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Ms. 
Nicole Steiner for her accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ST. MARY’S 
SCHOOL 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize St. Mary’s School in 
Lee, Massachusetts on their 130th anniver-
sary. Since its inception, the hard work of the 
teachers and students has made St. Mary’s 
School a model of success in the region. 

In the mid-1880s, Jane Sedgwick, a mem-
ber of a wealthy family in Stockbridge, Massa-
chusetts, wanted to open a parochial school in 
Western Massachusetts after a massive influx 
of Irish immigrants into the area. After 25 
years of work and determination, Pope Leo 
XIII finally gave Jane his personal blessing to 
building the school that would be affiliated with 
St. Mary’s Church in Lee. Five years later, the 
school was built and they welcomed nuns 
from St. Joseph’s of Chambery, France to 
teach students grades 1 through 8. 

For 72 years, the old school located on 
Academy Street served the parish of St. 
Mary’s until a boom in the population of Lee 
following World War II. The pastor at St. 
Mary’s Church at the time, Father Jeremiah 
Murphy, labored tirelessly to get the funds 
needed to ensure they could build a big 
enough building for all the students. In 1957, 
all of Father Murphy’s dreams came together 
and a new school was constructed just up the 
road from where the old school stood. Since 
then, the current building has added new 
wings to the building to accommodate a library 
and computer labs to better educate their stu-
dents. Today, St. Mary’s School has all the 
new forms of technology to help a new gen-
eration of students get excited about learning. 

Mr. Speaker, for the past 130 years, St. 
Mary’s School’s curriculum may have 
changed, but their ideals and their high edu-
cational standards have always remained the 
same. With small class sizes, teachers are 
able to give important individual attention to 
ensure every student can excel. The school’s 
motto, ‘‘Education with a Plus,’’ speaks vol-
umes to their dedication to math and the 
sciences, as well as the moral teachings that 
comes along with a Catholic education. I want 
to commend all the teachers and staff of St. 
Mary’s School on all the success they have 
had over the past century in shaping the 
young minds of Berkshire County. I wish them 
all the best with their future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DONNA 
GASTREICH FOR HER LIFETIME 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Ms. 

Donna Gastreich. She is receiving the 2015 
Chamber Champion Award from the Greater 
St. Charles County Chamber of Commerce. 

Ms. Gastreich is a pivotal part of the cham-
ber by the way she passionately serves the 
community. In the past several years, Ms. 
Gastreich has worked with various commit-
tees: Tech Communications and the Ambas-
sadors. She is also involved with the annual 
Golf Tournament. 

Her commitment to planning Santa’s North 
Pole Dash, the annual 5K run, is evident from 
her willingness to visit the businesses on Main 
Street that will be affected by the race. Once 
Ms. Gastreich has gathered the necessary in-
formation, she reports to staff so appropriate 
modifications can be made for the race day. 
Ms. Gastreich is a positive voice for the cham-
ber and the programs they provide. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Ms. 
Donna Gastreich on this 2015 Chamber 
Champion Award from the Greater St. Charles 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

HONORING STEVE WATSON AS THE 
2015 KRAFT HEINZ HERO 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Steve Watson of Suffolk, Virginia. 
For the past five years, Steve—a 31-year em-
ployee of the Planter’s peanut plant in Suf-
folk—and his wife Patricia have selflessly led 
an effort to help ensure nearly 100 local stu-
dents have the supplies they need for the 
school year ahead. Annually, Steve and Patri-
cia hold a back-to-school cookout that in-
cludes donating backpacks filled with school 
supplies for children in their neighborhood. 

On Thursday, February 11, 2016, Steve will 
be recognized as the 2015 Kraft Heinz Hero, 
an award which is given to the Kraft Heinz 
employee who demonstrates upstanding val-
ues and community excellence. Over 40,000 
employees worldwide were eligible to be nomi-
nated for this award, and I am proud to recog-
nize Steve for receiving this prestigious honor. 

Steve Watson is a beloved pillar in the Suf-
folk community. When he is not manning the 
Bar-b-que, Steve can be found cooking and 
serving meals at his church for those in need, 
assisting the elderly with maintenance and 
home repairs and donating his time and 
money to wherever community help is needed. 

I salute Steve and Patricia for their efforts to 
give back to the students and families of Suf-
folk and commend Steve on receiving this tre-
mendous award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER PELLETT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Peter 
Pellett of Atlantic, Iowa for achieving the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Peter is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 366, Omaha, Nebraska and the 
Soaring Eagle District of the Mid-America 
Council. 
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