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civic events, and helping out in perilous times.
If one event solidified the Navy’s presence, it
was the earthquake of 1933. Minutes after a
major quake rolled through southern California
in the early evening of March 10—xkilling over
one hundred, injuring thousands more, and
collapsing buildings in a dozen communities,
officers aboard Navy vessels ordered their
men into the city. Several thousand Blue Jack-
ets pulled survivors from damaged buildings,
patrolled the streets, fought fires, and set up
field hospitals. Naval personnel spent weeks
in Long Beach and other cities providing med-
ical care, hot meals, and security. As the city
recovered, the City Council, the police depart-
ment, and the school district offered proclama-
tions thanking the sailors, Marines, and Coast
Guard personnel who rallied to help during the
crisis. By 1935, Long Beach proudly pro-
claimed itself the “Navy Capitol” of the United
States.

Seventy-five years on, we are now losing
the men and women of the Greatest Genera-
tion. Of the 16 million who served the country
during the war, only about 500,000 are esti-
mated to still be with us in 2016. We are los-
ing them at the rate of 500 per day. The His-
torical Society’s exhibit will spotlight some of
the contributions of that generation.

Through the artifacts, the photographs, and
the letters the Historical Society compiled for
the exhibition the Long Beach military mem-
bers who served aboard the ships come alive,
as people we can see and say hello to on any
street in Long Beach. Their voices may be
stilled, but we have not forgotten them or their
action at Pearl Harbor on that terrible day 75
years ago.

| congratulate The Historical Society of Long
Beach on this wonderful exhibition and | en-
courage all those interested to participate in its
Opening Ceremony on Dec. 7th, 2016 at 6 pm
to see the exhibit, which will run until April 18,
2017.

———

RECOGNIZING PASTOR JOHN REY-
NOLDS AND VOLUSIA COUNTY
BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with sincere appreciation that | recognize Pas-
tor John Reynolds for his extraordinary leader-
ship of Volusia County Baptist Church. After
more than 50 years of ministry, Dr. Reynolds
will retire on October 16, 2016, the 20th anni-
versary of Volusia County Baptist Church.

Dr. Reynolds was born in Spencer, West
Virginia and is a graduate of both Tennessee
Temple College and Temple Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.

Dr. Reynolds has been married to Becky for
over 50 years, and during that time they have
served the Lord together in full time ministry.
Throughout the last half-century, Dr. Reynolds
has held many positions including pastor, as-
sociate pastor, youth minister and minister of
music. He also served as the president of a
Christian recording company and assistant
editor of a Christian publication.

In 1996, Dr. Reynolds founded Volusia
County Baptist Church and | would like to
thank him for his 20 years of faithful ministry
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to our community and dedication to Christian
leadership. Many lives have been impacted
through his ministry and that of the church.

It is my pleasure to recognize and congratu-
late Dr. Reynolds and Volusia County Baptist
Church on this momentous occasion and ex-
press my sincerest wishes and congratulations
to Dr. Reynolds and his family on his retire-
ment. May God continue to bless Pastor Rey-
nolds and the ministry of Volusia County Bap-
tist Church throughout future generations.

—

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF RUTH KAHN STOVROFF

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Ruth Kahn
Stovroff, a beloved figure in WNY especially in
the Jewish community, who passed away on
October 20, 2016 at the age of 104. Mrs.
Stovroff was a role model to three generations
of men and women and stayed active on vol-
unteer boards past her 100th Birthday.

Mrs. Stovroff's passion for social justice
prompted her involvement on several boards
of not-for-profit agencies that sought social
justice, fought poverty, drug use and intoler-
ance. Mrs. Stovroff was a leader in the Jewish
community locally, nationally and internation-
ally. She was a remarkable woman with great
vision and knowledge about the world. Her
three sons, Dr. Kenneth R. Kahn, Steven C.
Kahn and Richard Kahn viewed her as a role
model because she had a great sense of what
was right or wrong with the world.

Mrs. Stovroff was a prominent voice in the
Western New York community. She served as
the board president for the Olmsted Center for
the Visually Impaired, Jewish Federation of
Greater Buffalo, Child & Family Services,
Community Action Organization, and Founda-
tion for Jewish Philanthropies and Camp Lake-
land.

Mrs. Stovroff's work in Western New York
has not gone unrecognized. She has received
dozens of awards dating from 1965 to 2006
from organizations as diverse as the United
Way, the Center for Hospice & Palliative Care,
the Urban League, the Jewish Federation, the
Food Bank and the National Conference of
Christians and Jews. Mrs. Stovroff was just re-
cently honored by the Olmsted Center with its
2016 Visionary Award.

Mrs. Stovroff will be remembered fondly by
members of the Western New York community
and recalled for her passion and commitment
to social justice and issues important to her
community. Ruth Stovroff will be remembered
for the great respect she showed young peo-
ple as she listened to their ideas. Her warm
smile, soft-spoken demeanor and impeccable
style will long be remembered by all those
close to her. Ruth is survived by three sons,
six grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our deepest condolences to her
family and friends. Her good work and selfless
devotion to Western New York has inspired
many to serve others and to be involved in
their communities. We are a better community
because of Mrs. Stovroff's service.
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HONORING MANUEL CUNHA FOR
BEING NAMED THE 2016 AGRI-
CULTURIST OF THE YEAR BY
THE FRESNO CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Manuel Cunha of Fresno, California,
the recipient of the 2016 Agriculturist of the
Year award by the Fresno Chamber of Com-
merce.

Manuel and his family have been in the ag-
ricultural industry for two generations. He
farms citrus on his ranch in Sanger, California.
Manuel has served as the president of Nisei
Farmers League since 1996. The Nisei Farm-
ers League specializes in labor, immigration,
housing, transportation and environmental
issues and represents growers and related
businesses of many agriculture commodities.
Before his current role with the Nisei Farmers
League, he was an educator for thirteen
years. Manuel was a teacher at Reedley Col-
lege and California Polytechnic State Univer-
sity, San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly). He received
his undergraduate degree from Cal Poly in
Crop Science and Agronomy in 1973. He also
holds his teaching credential in agriculture
education and a master’'s degree in Agricul-
tural Education from Cal Poly.

As the president of the Nisei Farmers
League, Manuel has been at the forefront of
several important issues in the agriculture in-
dustry, including air quality, immigration reform
and government regulation. As a member of
various local, state and federal committees,
Manuel has offered his knowledge to help
guide policies and legislation.

Manuel serves in a number of civic capac-
ities, as a way to give back to the community
he loves. He serves on the Board of Directors
for Community Medical Centers of Central
California, the largest hospital in the Central
Valley. Manuel has also served on the Federal
Reserve Bank of San Francisco and serves as
a representative for U.S. Agriculture. These
services are only a few of the generous con-
tributions Manuel has made in our community
throughout his career.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring Manuel
Cunha for being named the 2016
Agriculturalist of the Year. His great work in
the industry and in the community is com-
mendable. | ask that you join me in wishing
Mr. Manuel Cunha continued success.

HONORING MR. BOBBY SEALE

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Mr. Bobby Seale on the momentous occasion
of his 80th birthday. Mr. Seale has had an in-
credible career in political activism and com-
munity service, dedicating his life to advo-
cating for the rights and betterment of African-
Americans across the nation.

Born in Texas in 1936, Mr. Seale grew up
entrenched in poverty. After moving around in
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Texas, living in Dallas, San Antonio, and Port
Arthur, Mr. Seale’s family finally relocated to
Oakland, California, when Mr. Seale was eight
years old.

Mr. Seale attended Berkeley High School,
where he started to become politically active.
In 1955, Mr. Seale dropped out of high school
and joined the United States Air Force. After
his military service, Mr. Seale worked as a
sheet metal mechanic while earning his high
school diploma at night.

After earning his high school diploma, Mr.
Seale went on to attend Merritt College, where
he intended to study engineering. However,
during his time at Merritt College, he began to
take a deep interest in politics and black his-
tory, and joined the Afro-American Association
(AAA), a campus group advocating for black
separatism. It was through the AAA that Mr.
Seale met Mr. Huey P. Newton, a kindred
spirit. They quickly became friends and their
political activism deepened as they were in-
spired by the teachings of Malcolm X.

During this time, Mr. Seale was also in-
spired to give back to his community, spend-
ing time teaching youths about black history
and personal responsibility at the North Oak-
land Neighborhood Anti-Poverty Center.

By October 1966, Mr. Seale and Mr. New-
ton were ready to organize their beliefs and
put them into practice, and they formed the
Black Panther Party for Self-Defense. Origi-
nally formed to protect the African-American
community in Oakland from police brutality,
the Black Panthers rejected the nonviolent ap-
proach of the mainstream Civil Rights Move-
ment. The Black Panthers also focused on
serving the community, cooking free breakfast
for children before school, distributing clothing,
and teaching classes on politics and econom-
ics.

A few years later, in 1970, Mr. Seale was
arrested in Chicago during a protest at the
Democratic National Convention, and he was
ultimately sentenced to four years in prison for
contempt of court. After his release from pris-
on in 1973, Mr. Seale renounced violence as
a means to an end and decided to run for
Mayor of Oakland. He finished second out of
nine candidates.

In 1974, Mr. Seale resigned as Chairman of
the Black Panther Party, having grown tired of
politics. He has remained active in the com-
munity, writing books and working to improve
social services and educational opportunities
in black neighborhoods.

On a personal note, | am deeply grateful for
“the Chairman’s” brilliance and leadership. He
was a mentor, a colleague, but most impor-
tantly, a true friend. My late beloved mother,
Ms. Mildred Massey, was one of Bobby’s
strongest supporters and believed in him and
the Black Panther Party as the “vanguard of
the movement.” He taught us the importance
of grassroots organizing by knocking on doors,
walking precincts, and phone banking to com-
municate our position on issues and most im-
portantly, how to be a true public servant.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict celebrates the extraordinary life and serv-
ice of Mr. Bobby Seale and wishes him a very
happy birthday and a life that continues to be
filled with peace and happiness and fulfilled by
the great work and leadership he continues to
provide.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WILLIAM
“BILL KENNETH LAZZERINI, JR.

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mr. William “Bill” Kenneth Lazzerini,
Jr. for receiving the 2016 Kern County Person
of the Year award.

This year, Mr. Lazzerini was honored as the
2016 Kern County Person of the Year at the
Kern County Fair in Bakersfield, California.
This award is given to members of the com-
munity who have done outstanding community
work. As a husband, father, grandfather, and
successful business owner, Mr. Lazzerini ex-
emplifies the values, beliefs, and kindness
Kern County stands for by consistently giving
back to the community. Throughout his life, he
has supported local charities and causes such
as the Ronald McDonald House, California
State University Bakersfield Foundation, and
the Bakersfield College Helmet Club.

Mr. Lazzerini was born and raised in the
San Fernando Valley where he attended Notre
Dame High School in Sherman Oaks, Cali-
fornia. Mr. Lazzerini later attended the Univer-
sity of Southern California where he excelled
as a collegiate athlete, winning multiple Col-
lege World Series while playing baseball.

After graduating college, Mr. Lazzerini be-
came a jewelry runner in the jewelry district in
downtown Los Angeles. In 1971 his father pur-
chased a beer distributor in Bakersfield, and a
year later he was asked to help run Advance
Beverage Company, which is continuously
recognized as one of the premier Anheuser-
Busch distributors in the Nation. Since Ad-
vance Beverage Company was created in
1971, it has gone from thirteen employees to
over one-hundred-fifty and sales have in-
creased from 450,000 cases per year to over
five million cases per year. After forty-five
years of successful ownership of the largest
beer wholesaler in Kern County, Mr. Lazzerini
and his company have become staples in our
community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Mr. William “Bill” Ken-
neth Lazzerini, Jr. on being named the 2016
Kern County Person of the Year.

—

HONORING THE TENTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NIAGARA ORGA-
NIZING ALLIANCE FOR HOPE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize NOAH, Niagara Organizing Alliance
for Hope, on the occasion of its 10th Anniver-
sary and to extend deepest appreciation for
this grassroots organization’s tireless efforts
on behalf of those in need in Niagara County.

In 2005, a group of faith and neighborhood
leaders came together to make their commu-
nity a better place focusing particular attention
to the economic struggles of the inner city of
Niagara Falls. Today, NOAH is a faith-based,
urban, suburban and racially diverse commu-
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nity organizing coalition of over 22 congrega-
tions, labor unions and community organiza-
tions that collaboratively work for positive so-
cial change in the city of Niagara Falls and Ni-
agara County.

NOAH is also an affiliate of Gamaliel, a na-
tional network of faith based organizations
whose mission is to empower ordinary people
to effectively participate in the political, envi-
ronmental social and economic decisions af-
fecting their lives.

With its core values rooted in the principles
of democracy and social justice for all, NOAH
has worked on job creation, education, eco-
nomic development, parks and public trans-
portation, winning significant victories in all.

NOAH’s work to bring attention to workforce
racial disparities across the region culminated
at a standing room only public meeting this
year with sister organization VOICE-Buffalo
that featured U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomas
Perez. A Buffalo native who remains deeply
connected to our community, Secretary Perez
brought a very unique perspective on tech-
niques for greater collaboration on critical
issues of workforce opportunity and develop-
ment.

Greater collaboration was clearly evidenced
when in August we joined with NOAH, Labor-
ers’ Local 91, Iron Workers’ Local 9, Catholic
Charities of Buffalo and the City of Niagara
Falls to announce a federal grant to support
the implementation of an innovative Pre-Ap-
prenticeship Program to address the barriers
too many people of color face in pursuing a
career in the building trades.

This grant fuels the momentum started dur-
ing the community discussions on workforce
development with U.S. Labor Secretary Perez.
Through this unique collaborative effort, faith-
based, labor, government and social service
agencies are working together to provide new
opportunities for people from diverse back-
grounds to begin a stable and rewarding ca-
reer path.

And while the work will and must continue,
those whose efforts have contributed to
NOAH’s accomplishments and achievements
gather on October 6th under the leadership of
NOAH Board President, Rev. JoAnne Scott, to
celebrate ten years of service and solidarity.

Throughout this evening of praise and com-
mendation to continue the work, there will also
be a presentation of awards to those individ-
uals whose contributions have advanced the
mission of NOAH including Sister Beth
Brosmer, Deputy Carl Cain, Rev. Lora Allen,
Richard Palladino and Rev. Harvey L. Kelley.

Since January 2010, Sr. Beth Brosmer,
OSF, has served as the executive director of
Heart, Love & Soul Food Pantry & Dining
Room in Niagara Falls, N.Y. Working almost
seven years at Heart, Love & Soul she con-
tinues in a servant-leadership role as a Sister
of St. Francis of Penance and Christian Char-
ity where she continues to work harder, inspire
more and expand needed services to those
who need so much.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Carlton
Cain has served with distinction for more than
25 years as a member of the Niagara Falls
Police Department. His assignments have in-
cluded patrol, street crimes, housing, internal
affairs, community relations and co-director of
the Niagara County Law Enforcement Acad-
emy. He brought the Game Changers program
to the Niagara Falls Boys and Girls Club
which received federal recognition by Presi-
dent Barack Obama.
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