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John has also given his time and talent to
a number of boards and advisory roles. He
served as a healthcare policy advisor for Gov-
ernor Mitch Daniels’ campaign and was a part
of the Indiana State Department of Health
Transition Team for the then-incoming Gov-
ernor Daniels. John also sat on the Marion
County Forensic Science Commission, the
board of the Indiana Donor Network, the board
for Community Hospitals of Indiana, was for-
merly the President of the Indiana Leadership
Forum, was previously President of the Indian-
apolis Medical Society, and is currently an Ex
Officio Board Member of the American College
of Emergency Physicians, presently the Vice
President for the Indiana Medical Licensing
Board, and is now the President of the Indiana
State Medical Association (ISMA) and served
as their Speaker before his selection as Presi-
dent. Additionally he is a member of the Asso-
ciation of Military Surgeons of the United
States, the Aerospace Medical Association,
the Alliance of Air National Guard Flight Sur-
geons, the National Guard Association of the
United States, and the National Guard Asso-
ciation of Indiana. He was also twice elected
as Coroner of Marion County where he imple-
mented cost saving measures and overhauled
the office to be a more efficient and effective
government service for the constituents of the
city of Indianapolis. John has served our com-
munity and our country in a local, national,
and international capacity.

John has devoted himself to a life of serv-
ice, whether in the Emergency Room, on the
battlefield, or as a public official. | am ex-
tremely grateful for all his hard work. And on
behalf of all Hoosiers and all Americans, I'd
like to congratulate John on his remarkable
military career and extend a huge thank you
for all of the wonderful contributions he has
made to our community, our state, and our na-
tion | wish the very best to my friend John, his
wife Karen, daughter Ava and the rest of the
McGoff family as he enjoys a well-deserved
retirement from the Indiana Air National
Guard.

———

HONORING MRS. DIANE GLASSER
ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE
TAMARAC CITY COMMISSION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my very dear friend, Mrs. Diane
Glasser, Vice Mayor of the City of Tamarac,
Florida, and an active member of the King’s
Point Community. Diane recently announced
her retirement from the Tamarac City Commis-
sion, the end of a more than 40-year career
serving her community.

Originally from Mill Basin in Brooklyn, Diane
went to college and high school in New York.
In 1973, Diane and her husband moved to the
City of Tamarac. There, she worked for twelve
years in the construction industry.

Throughout her long career, Diane became
a powerhouse in Broward County politics. She
began as a volunteer, tirelessly dedicating her
time and effort to the Broward County Demo-
cratic Party. She was also elected to the
Democratic National Convention as a Dele-
gate to the last six Democratic National Con-
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ventions. Diane is a “graduate” of the Elec-
toral College; she cast a vote on Florida’s be-
half for Former President Bill Clinton in the
Electoral College in 1996; and then for Former
Vice President Al Gore in the highly-contested
2000 election. In 2004, the Florida Democratic
Party appointed Diane as their First Vice
Chair. She has served on a number of advi-
sory boards, including the Broward County
Human Rights Board and the Broward County
School Board’s Senior Citizens Involvements
Task Force, and since 2008, brought her tre-
mendous energy to local politics as a member
of the Tamarac City Commission.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot thank Diane enough
for everything that she has done for not only
Florida, but for the Democratic Party. She is
truly a remarkable individual, who | have had
the privilege to call my dear friend for so many
years, and for that | am so grateful. | am so
pleased to honor Diane, and wish her a won-
derful and restful retirement.

———

IN HONOR OF PASTOR DANIEL
SIMMONS

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincerest
congratulations to Pastor Daniel Simmons,
leader of my church home, Mount Zion Baptist
Church in Albany, Georgia. Pastor Simmons
celebrated 25 years of outstanding ministry to
Mount Zion Baptist Church on Sunday, Octo-
ber 9, 2016.

A native of Cairo, Georgia, Daniel Simmons
was born to Mrs. Pinkie Norwood Simmons
and the late Reverend Perry Simmons, Sr. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology
from Albany State College (now University) in
1977. He went on to earn a Master of Arts de-
gree in Counseling from the University of
Georgia in 1985 and a Doctorate of Ministry
from Bethany Theological Seminary in Dothan,
Alabama in 1991. Pastor Simmons worked as
a Rehabilitation Counselor with the Georgia
Department of Rehabilitation Services for sev-
enteen years. He also worked as a Commu-
nity Development Specialist.

Pastor Simmons began preaching the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ in June 1984. He pastored
Mountain Grove Baptist Church in Dawson,
Georgia and Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in
Shingler, Georgia. In 1991, the Lord called
him to lead Mount Zion Baptist Church. In his
25 years of leadership, Mount Zion has ex-
panded its ministry services, increased its
membership tremendously to the point where
a second worship service was added, and
moved into its new state-of-the-art facility on
109 acres of land at 901 South Westover Bou-
levard in 2010.

But most importantly, Pastor Simmons has
led Mount Zion Baptist Church to become a
pillar in the community, known for ministering
to those in need. Pastor Simmons welcomes
anyone and everyone into the church and its
members make it their duty to ensure that
every soul is taken care of and prayed over.
With a congregation of over 3,000 members
and 54 ministries, including radio, television,
and live-streaming, Mount Zion is truly “reach-
ing the world for Christ through evangelism,
discipleship, fellowship, and missions.”

E1443

Mount Zion Baptist Church celebrated an-
other happy occasion—its 151st anniversary.
The church was founded in 1865, the same
year that the Thirteenth Amendment abol-
ishing slavery was passed by Congress and
ratified by the States. Nearly a century later,
many of the rallies during the Albany phase of
the Civil Rights Movement were held at Mount
Zion. To commemorate those struggles, the
church donated the building to the Albany Civil
Rights Museum which is currently housed
there. Mount Zion has seen many ups and
downs but God’s will and our members’ perse-
verance have shaped it into the expansive and
successful place of worship it is today.

Jeremiah 3:15 says, “Then | will give you
shepherds after my own heart, who will lead
you with knowledge and understanding.” Pas-
tor Daniel Simmons is one such shepherd and
a man of integrity who exudes the genuine
principles and values of Christian discipleship.
Over the 20 years | have been a member of
the church, | am proud to call Mount Zion my
church home and Pastor Daniel Simmons my
pastor. As an ordained Deacon and Trustee, |
have personally witnessed the unshakeable
faith Pastor Simmons has for the Lord and the
profound exegesis he conveys in his sermons.
My wife Vivian and | are grateful that we can
always count on Pastor Simmons’ wise coun-
sel and sage advice.

Pastor Simmons has achieved many things
in his life but none of this would have been
possible without the love and support of his
wife and First Lady of the Church, Diane
Davis Simmons, and his two children and five
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than
730,000 residents of Georgia’'s Second Con-
gressional District in thanking Pastor Daniel
Simmons for 25 outstanding years of service
to Mount Zion Baptist Church and a lifetime of
service in the ministry of Jesus Christ.

IN HONOR OF OLIVIA PARISH

HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Olivia Parish, of Calvert, Texas, who
celebrated her 100th birthday on October 27,
2016.

Ms. Parish was born in Calvert, Texas, to
Willie Harris and Pankie Carson-Harris. As a
young girl, she developed a passion for help-
ing others and would continue her service to
others throughout her life. In 1932, she mar-
ried Melvin Parish Sr. The two of them were
blessed with thirteen children, forty-one grand-
children and seventy-four great grandchildren.

Ms. Parish has been a faithful member of
the New Magnolia Baptist Church and the
Bethel Grove Baptist Church. In addition to
her devotion to her family and church, Ms.
Parish loved working in the yard, especially
her flower garden, and won numerous yard of
the month awards.

At my request, on October 27, a United
States flag was flown over the United States
Capitol to celebrate and honor Ms. Parish’s
100th birthday.

Ms. Parish has led a remarkable life that is
grand in accomplishments through her hard
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work and dedication. | join her family, friends,
and the community of Calvert in celebrating
this momentous occasion. | wish her more
years of happiness, fulfilment, and health.

Congratulations to Ms. Parish on her cen-
tennial birthday milestone. | am honored to
represent citizens like her in the 17th District
of Texas.

RECOGNIZING THE ROTARY CLUB
OF SHADY BROOK

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the Rotary
Club’s motto—Service Above Self—is personi-
fied by its membership and the causes they
support. The Rotary Club of Shady Brook is
acknowledged as a major, local contributor
over the past 10 years for raising more than
$100,000 for worthy causes and donating over
7,500 hours of members’ time. The Rotary
Club is further distinguished by a membership
with an average age of 75 years, coupled with
a lifetime of experience and skills generously
shared with many benefactors. The list is end-
less and inspiring and includes medical re-
search and prevention programs, meal deliv-
ery to patients, forums for veterans and their
families, time and money to the Guardians of
the National Cemetery at Washington Cross-
ing, the National Guard, books for libraries,
clothing and school supplies for poverty-strick-
en children, and participating in Pennsylva-
nia’s Adopt-a-Highway maintenance program.
Heartiest congratulations on the 10th anniver-
sary of the Rotary Club of Shady Brook, and
thank you to the founders and members for
outstanding contributions to our community.

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPT. WILL
CANNON AND CAPT. JONATHAN
MAULDEN

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Capt. Will Cannon and Capt. Jona-
than Maulden of Cabarrus County EMS who
took home the top prize at the 2016 Carolina’s
Paramedic Competition in Greenville, SC on
October 15, 2016. The duo of Cannon and
Maulden faced eleven other teams from North
Carolina and South Carolina as they com-
peted in two medical emergency scenarios.

Established in 1997, the Carolina Competi-
tion pits the best of the best EMS teams
against each other as they showcase their
ability to respond to complex scenarios. As the
competition has grown, the teams have gotten
stronger and the competition has been recog-
nized as the gold standard for these types of
first responder events. This year's contest was
no exception, making Cannon and Maulden’s
victory even more impressive.

By winning this year's competition, Capts.
Cannon and Maulden are taking home their
second top prize having already won in 2014.
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This also marks the third occasion when a
team from Cabarrus County EMS has won the
event. Capt. Cannon and Capt. Maulden have
made their department proud and are ex-
tremely deserving of this recognition. | am ex-
tremely grateful that our community is fortu-
nate enough to have such great public serv-
ants who truly excel in their fields.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Capt. Will Cannon and Capt. Jona-
than Maulden on winning this impressive dis-
tinction and wishing them well as they con-
tinue to serve the people of Cabarrus County.

RECOGNIZING ST. NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL’S
CENTENNIAL

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
and the occasion of their centennial celebra-
tion.

In 1916, Greek immigrants arriving to the
Lehigh Valley integrated themselves into the
fabric of American life through employment in
many industries, including Bethlehem Steel
and other local businesses. At the same time,
these early immigrants recognized a need to
preserve their religion, language, and cus-
toms. Accordingly, they purchased the former
St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church in Bethlehem
and established their own church. By the
1930s, their community was growing, and fam-
ilies began to settle permanently in the area.

While World War Il disrupted the lives of
many families within the congregation, its
young members returned home upon its reso-
lution to enter the workforce in professions
such as teachers, engineers, doctors, lawyers,
or within their family businesses. Due to this
successful growth, the community realized that
it would need a larger place of worship to ac-
commodate their expanding families.

In 1962, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Ca-
thedral moved to its new location at 1607
West Union Boulevard in Bethlehem where it
remains to this day. With this move, the con-
gregation also constructed a new school and
auditorium. Continued growth through the
1990s necessitated the hiring of a second full
time priest to meet the needs of their mem-
bers. Today, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Ca-
thedral continues to embrace the surrounding
community through Greek food festivals, pic-
nics, and other exciting events.

As St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
reflects upon its impressive accomplishments
of the last century, | wish them all the best as
they look forward to serving their community in
the years to come.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF RELLES FLORIST

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 14, 2016

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Relles Florist, which has served the
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Sacramento region for the past 70 years. As
family and friends gather to celebrate its 70th
anniversary, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring Relles Florist’s contributions to the
Sacramento community.

In 1946, Ross and Margaret Relles created
a family business that quickly became a Sac-
ramento icon and a cornerstone of the Sac-
ramento business community. As anyone who
has shopped there knows, Relles is legendary
for creating beautiful floral arrangements that
are, quite simply, works of art. Its flowers have
helped mark major life events for generations
of Sacramentans. The business’s success is a
testament to the quality of its flowers, the in-
dustriousness of its employees, and the dedi-
cation the Relles family has to its craft.

Relles is also an important fixture in Sac-
ramento’s local community. The President of
Relles Florist, Jim Relles, lends his skills and
expertise to numerous boards and community
organizations. Jim’s community service in-
cludes stints on the Board of Directors of the
Sacramento Rotary Club and of the California
State University, Sacramento Alumni Associa-
tion. Jim was also President of the California
State Floral Association and President of the
Sacramento Host Lions Club. His leadership is
a big reason why Relles Florist has enjoyed
S0 much success.

As a family-owned business, Relles Florist
knows first-hand the importance of family and
community in achieving commercial prosperity.
Mr. Speaker, as the Relles family celebrates
seventy years of accomplishments and con-
tributions to our Sacramento community, | ask
all my colleagues to join me in honoring them.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,805,366,357,023.77. We've
added $9,178,489,308,110.69 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 14, 2016

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, unfortunately | missed a vote
during a vote series on September 28, 2016.
Had my vote been recorded for Roll Call 572,
final passage on H.R. 5303, the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2016, | would
have voted YES.
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