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RECOGNIZING PATRICIA VAIL FOR 

RECEIVING THE FLORIDA BAR 
PRESIDENT’S PRO BONO SERV-
ICE AWARD FOR THE 4TH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Patricia Vail for receiving The Florida 
Bar President’s Pro Bono Service Award for 
the 4th Judicial Circuit. 

In her legal career, she has served in sev-
eral capacities, from statewide coordinator for 
Florida Legal Services to corporate counsel for 
CSX Transportation. In addition, Patricia has 
also served on the board of Jacksonville Area 
Legal Aid. Upon retirement from CSX Trans-
portation, Patricia served in The American Bar 
Association’s Collaborative Europe and Eur-
asia Law Initiative program as a volunteer law-
yer in Kazakhstan. Patricia’s commitment to 
pro bono work for low-income people and her 
positive impact have been quite remarkable. 

Since 2008, Patricia has been a regular 
presence in Northeast Florida senior citizen 
centers and HUD residential facilities, where 
she has become a trusted pro bono legal re-
source. Patricia meets with individuals and 
groups as legal questions arise, and she helps 
prepare simple wills, durable powers of attor-
ney, designation of health care surrogate, and 
designation of pre-need guardian. For nearly 
three years, Patricia provided these services 
single-handedly. When it became clear that 
the need far exceeded one attorney’s ability in 
2011, Patricia initiated a program to serve 
more area seniors with comprehensive and 
scheduled legal services called Advance Di-
rectives for Seniors Project. The Project pro-
vides 60–80 seniors annually with complete 
advance directive packets and has expanded 
to include senior patients at medical clinics 
and seniors at the Councils on Aging in Clay 
and Nassau counties. 

In recognition of all her countless hours 
spent helping needy Jacksonville area resi-
dents through pro bono legal work, Patricia 
Vail was selected to receive The Florida Bar 
President’s Pro Bono Service Award for the 
4th Judicial Circuit. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of 
Congress to join me in congratulating Patricia 
Vail on winning the Florida Bar President’s Pro 
Bono Service Award. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,996,371,521,571.14. We’ve 
added $8,369,494,472,658.06 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE GREATER PE-
ORIA CHILDREN’S HOME FOUN-
DATION 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor a remarkable organization in the 
Peoria area. The Children’s Home of Greater 
Peoria is celebrating 150 years of improving 
the lives of children and families. 

Children’s Home (previously Christian Home 
Mission, Women’s Christian Association, and 
Home for the Friendless) opened in 1866 and 
is divulged in the principles of lending a help-
ing hand to those in need, specifically women 
and children. Christian Home Mission was 
founded by women looking to alleviate suf-
fering among the poor and provide shelter for 
homeless women and children. The foundation 
quickly expanded and became too small for 
the services they wanted to provide. 

Children’s Home continued to grow and 
began focusing on children with behavioral 
and emotional disorders who were abused. By 
2009, the foundation furthered their mission in 
helping children by offering programs focused 
in special education, community-based oppor-
tunities, and live-in care and treatment. 

Currently, Children’s Home houses six loca-
tions and are staffing over 400 professionals 
to provide services for over 1,700 children and 
families each month. With each resource, Chil-
dren’s Home tirelessly dedicates itself to 
achieve its mission: Giving children a child-
hood and future by protecting them, teaching 
them and healing them, and by building strong 
communities and loving families. Because of 
their efforts, many disadvantaged children 
have brighter futures. 

As a proud husband and loving father of 
three, I applaud the continual efforts of the 
Children’s Home. Their success equates to 
our future’s success. Congratulations, Chil-
dren’s Home, for its sesquicentennial and I 
wish the organization many more years of 
great service to our children. 

f 

HONORING PETER TER FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES IN THE PEACE CORPS 
AFTER COMING TO THE U.S. AS 
A REFUGEE 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Peter Ter for his outstanding service 
to his country through his volunteer work with 
the Peace Corps. 

Peter Ter was born in southern Sudan, al-
though his exact birth date is not known be-
cause his family, like many others, did not 
keep these records. His father and mother, a 
cattle keeper and farmer respectively, were 
both illiterate. He lived with his family, includ-
ing five sisters and three brothers, in a small 
hut built with wood and mud and thatched with 
grass. 

However, Peter’s childhood was cut short 
due to the breakout of the Second Sudanese 

Civil War that began in 1983 and lasted for 
twenty-one years. Like thousands of other chil-
dren in Sudan, Peter became a ‘‘Lost Boy,’’ 
losing his family in conflict between the war-
ring Sudanese government and the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army. After fleeing the vio-
lence and enduring a grueling journey, Peter 
ended up in the Kakuma refugee camp in 
Kenya, living what he described as a hopeless 
life. 

While living in the Kakuma camp, Peter 
completed an application for refugee status in 
America. In the application, he had to write 
one page on why he wanted to go to America. 
He wrote of living a hopeless life in the ref-
ugee camp and of how he yearned to go to a 
place where he could restore his dignity and 
educate himself—the United States of Amer-
ica. 

After two years, Peter’s application was ap-
proved, and he was resettled in my congres-
sional district in Jacksonville, Florida. Peter 
went on to graduate from the University of 
Florida and attended graduate school at Bran-
deis University in Boston. 

After graduation, Peter knew he wanted to 
give back to the country that had saved him, 
so he volunteered for the Peace Corps. Since 
2009, Peter has served as a cultural ambas-
sador and an international development practi-
tioner in Azerbaijan, China, and the Republic 
of Georgia, promoting the values of the United 
States along the way. In his work abroad, 
Peter has faced many challenges, including 
blatant racism. However, having faced greater 
challenges before, he doubled down on his 
commitment to service and eventually earned 
respect in the villages and cities where he 
served. 

As the co-chair of the House Peace Corps 
Caucus, I have the privilege of interacting with 
and supporting the work of outstanding individ-
uals, such as Peter Ter. America is the world’s 
most generous country, made up of people 
from around the world, and Peter is proof that 
this generosity touches those who need it 
most. I am proud that Peter calls Jacksonville, 
FL home. Peter has fully utilized the great op-
portunities presented to him by the United 
States of America and has dedicated his life to 
helping others around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of 
Congress to join me in congratulating Peter 
Ter on overcoming great obstacles in his life 
and on his continued success abroad on be-
half of our great nation. 

f 

HONORING DIANNE EDMONDSON’S 
LIFETIME OF DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dianne Edmondson for her distin-
guished service to the Denton County Repub-
lican Party. 

Dianne Edmondson is a native Texan born 
in San Antonio. She attended Oklahoma State 
University where she was a member of the 
Gamma Phi Beta sorority. In 1983, she found-
ed a successful executive search firm which 
she later sold in 2006. Dianne and her hus-
band Bob live in Denton, Texas and are 
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blessed with two grown children (and one de-
ceased son) and seven grandchildren. I have 
had the pleasure of knowing Dianne and Bob 
for over a decade. Dianne is actively involved 
in her local community where she has spent 
her time fulfilling a selfless passion to serve 
others. Dianne is a member of many civic 
service organizations and advisory groups in-
cluding: Vice-Chair of the Denton County Citi-
zens Budget Advisory Committee, Denton 
County Commissioners’ Re-Districting Com-
mittee, and Board of Directors of the Denton 
Chamber of Commerce, among others. 

Throughout her adult life, Dianne has been 
involved in nearly every aspect of the political 
arena. Dianne is the former Executive Director 
of Republican National Coalition for Life. She 
has served as a National Republican Conven-
tion Delegate in 2000, former President of the 
Denton Republican Women’s Club, Chair of 
Senate District 12 Rules Committee, Chair of 
the 2012 and 2014 State Convention Perma-
nent Organization Committee, and managed 
or volunteered in dozens of Republican can-
didates’ campaigns for nearly 20 years in Den-
ton County. 

In 2002, Dianne was elected as Chairman 
of the Denton County Republican Party and 
serves on the Board of the Texas Republican 
County Chair Association. Dianne has spent 
countless hours educating voters on public 
policy and encouraging voter engagement. As 
a creative planner and master organizer, 
Dianne has the ability to bring people together 
around a common goal and vision. She has 
worked with precinct chairs and candidates to 
ensure that Denton County remains conserv-
ative. As a result, every county, state, and fed-
eral elected office in Denton County is held by 
a Republican. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I would like to thank 
Dianne Edmondson for her leadership as the 
Chairman of the Denton County Republican 
Party. I ask all my distinguished colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Dianne for her lifetime 
of service. 

f 

HONORING MR. JOSEPH FAZIO ON 
HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a special tribute to the incredible life of 
Mr. Joseph Fazio. 

Born in 1916 in the Bronx, Joseph was the 
oldest son of 5 children. Tragically, when Jo-
seph was in high school his father passed 
away, forcing him to quit school so that he 
could provide for his family. After receiving a 
small loan from a friend, Joseph bought his 
own truck and subsequently started a trucking 
business. He worked tirelessly for his cus-
tomers to ensure they received the best pos-
sible service year after year. Joseph’s altruism 
is only one of the many qualities that make 
him such a wonderful and caring person. 

Joseph retired at the age of 65 so that he 
could truly appreciate the community of Mastic 
Beach full-time; however, you would not know 
that by the way he has maintained such an 
active role in the town’s affairs. To name a 
few of his many contributions to Mastic Beach: 

Joseph has built floats for the Mastic Beach 
Parade; built benches for the docks; volun-
teered for the Annual Seafood Festival; was 
the former Director of the Mastic Beach Prop-
erty Owners Association; and enjoys playing 
the piano for other seniors. When he’s not 
busy helping his fellow community members, 
he takes great pleasure in gardening, planting 
hundreds of tomato plants and many varieties 
of vegetables. He is known as the Beloved 
Farmer of Mastic Beach, as he generously 
shared the treasures of his garden with friends 
throughout the Tri-Hamlet Community. Joe is 
also a long standing member of St. Jude 
Catholic Church and Knights of Columbus. 

Joseph will be turning 100 years old on 
March 27, 2016. Joseph, and his lovely wife 
Ann, are the proud parents of 2 children, 5 
grandchildren, and 8 great grandchildren. 
Good food, good family, good friends and a 
strong belief in God have kept him going to 
100. I am blessed to serve and represent such 
an incredible human being like Joseph Fazio 
in the First Congressional District of New 
York, and proud to express my gratitude for all 
he does for his community; as well as wish 
him a very happy 100th birthday. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL 
WARD, CHAIRMAN AND CEO AT 
CSX CORPORATION, ON RECEIV-
ING THE CITIZENSHIP SERVICE 
AWARD BY VOICES FOR NA-
TIONAL SERVICE 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my constituent, Michael Ward, for his 
outstanding service to his country through his 
volunteer work with City Year. 

Michael has invested tremendous amounts 
of time, energy and resources to support City 
Year, an education-focused national service 
organization that is dedicated to helping our 
students and school succeed. City Year pro-
vides high-impact student, classroom and 
school-wide support to help students stay in 
school and to graduate from high school, 
ready for college and career success. City 
Year is partners with 27 urban, high-poverty 
communities across the United States and 
abroad, and Michael was instrumental in 
bringing City Year to Jacksonville, Florida. 

In addition to serving as Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of CSX Corporation, 
Michael is a dedicated Trustee of City Year 
and is the Chairman of the local City Year pro-
gram. In addition to his work with City Year, 
Michael also serves on the board of United 
Way of Northeast Florida and on the board of 
Hubbard House, which helps victims of do-
mestic violence. 

Earlier this year, the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, the federal 
agency that oversees millions of American vol-
unteers, faced significant budget cuts that 
would have forced many national service pro-
grams to close. However, Michael took action 
and led the effort to remind my colleagues that 
federal investment in national service is vital to 
improving lives, strengthening communities 
and uniting the nation. 

The drive to protect federal funds for na-
tional service succeeded in no small part 

thanks to the contributions of Michael Ward. In 
recognition of all of his many contributions to 
national service, Michael Ward was recently 
awarded the Citizen Service Award by the 
Voices for National Service. 

As a Member of Congress, I have the privi-
lege of supporting the work of outstanding in-
dividuals, such as Michael Ward. Michael has 
striven tirelessly to ensure to promote edu-
cation across the country and in my district, 
and I am proud that Michael calls Jacksonville, 
Florida home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of 
Congress to join me in recognizing Michael 
Ward for his tireless dedication to educational 
attainment and congratulate him on receiving 
the Citizenship Service award. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SARKIS 
SAHATDJIAN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Sarkis Sahatdjian of 
Madera, California, who recently passed away 
on December 29, 2015—at the age of 95. Mr. 
Sahatdjian was a remarkable farmer of 80 
years, and a generous leader who was pride-
ful of his community, and Armenian roots. 

Sarkis Sahatdjian was born in Constanti-
nople in 1920 to Armenian parents, 
Vagharshag and Makrouhi Sahatdjian. The 
Sahatdjians were survivors of the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915, an event Sarkis would 
never forget. His family set sail on an unpre-
dictable journey when Sarkis was two years 
old, and his brother Haig only five days old. 
The Sahatdjian family first landed in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina where they resided for one 
year and a half. After this the family immi-
grated to the United States, arriving through 
Ellis Island, and eventually settling in Califor-
nia’s San Joaquin Valley in April of 1924. The 
Sahatdjians started off as migrant workers, 
working at canneries and packing houses 
throughout California following the crop cycles. 
In 1928, the family bought their first farm— 
twenty acres of vineyards, where Sarkis 
worked after school and on weekends while 
attending Central High School. 

After graduating from high school in 1939, 
Sarkis worked at the Mare Island Naval Ship-
yard, repairing warships. Sarkis joined the 
Army Air Force, serving in Guam during World 
War II as a military policeman guarding Japa-
nese prisoners of war. After the war he mar-
ried Iris Odabashian in 1947, and soon after 
had three children. The couple went on to pur-
chase a farm in Madera, California in 1947, 
and Sarkis returned to farming. 

In 1963, Sarkis and his brother Haig 
Sahatdjian, purchased raisin processing equip-
ment, placed it on 40 acres in Madera and 
named it in memory of their late father: Victor 
Packing. Victor Packing became a full-time 
farming and packing business when Sarkis 
and his brother Haig began to process and 
pack their own raisins along with the raisins of 
other growers. The business required all 
hands on deck. Sarkis’s wife Iris handled the 
payroll; their eldest child Victor and his high 
school friends worked as clean-up crew; and 
their daughter Margaret and youngest child Bill 
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