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During the shootout, Hammer, a 22-year
veteran of the department, was hit in the head
by bullet shrapnel.

Thankfully, both officers are expected to
make full recoveries.

It is undeniable that Officers Padilla and
Hammer, as well as the other officers involved
in the apprehension of Rahami, are heroes.

They pursued the suspect not knowing
whether he was armed or worse, putting them-
selves in harm’s way to protect their commu-
nity. Thanks to their outstanding work, Rahami
was apprehended, our community was kept
safe, and no lives were lost.

On behalf of New Jersey’s 10th Congres-
sional District, | extend Officers Padilla and
Hammer my deepest appreciation for their
service and courage. | am honored to have
such dedicated and selfless police officers
serving in my district.

———

HONORING CHIEF OF STAFF,
JACQUELINE ELLIS

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member a truly dedicated public servant and a
great friend, Jacqueline Ellis.

| was heartbroken to learn of her recent
passing. Jacqui was a trusted and devoted
staffer to Congressmen AL GREEN, Congress-
man Major Owens, and the late Senator How-
ell Heflin. She was a longtime advocate and
mentor for people of color, especially African
American women, working on Capitol Hill.

The entire Capitol Hill family will miss her
dearly, but we will treasure our fond memories
that were created with her over her 30 years
of selfless public service. | know my Chief of
Staff also viewed Jacqui as a mentor and my
entire staff will dearly miss her. We will re-
member the many gifts that Jacqui possessed,
and we will miss her commitment to social jus-
tice, her gentle spirit, and her humbleness.
Jacqui was a role model to many on Capitol
Hill and a fierce advocate for people from all
walks of life.

| extend my sincere condolences to Jacqui's
family, loved ones, her colleagues in Con-
gressman GREEN’s office, and to all those who
served with her over the years. She will be
sorely missed.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAIN STREET DANCE
STUDIOS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate a great
lowa business, Main Street Dance Studios of
Panora, Guthrie Center, Stuart and Nevada,
lowa, as they celebrate their 25th year in busi-
ness.

Kristi Vance, owner of Main Street Dance
Studios, began dancing at the age of seven.
For the past 25 years, Kristi has been impart-
ing her knowledge to many young students.
The Main Street Dance Studios teach a range
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of dance classes including ballet, hip hop,
acrobatics, and contemporary dance.

Mr. Speaker, over the last 25 years Main
Street Dance Studios has left an indelible
mark on the dance and youth communities of
lowa. | commend Kristi Vance and all the em-
ployees at the Main Street Dance Studios for
a job well done. | ask that my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me in honoring this company for their
commitment to the arts in the state of lowa
and in wishing them nothing but continued
success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today
the U.S. House Representatives voted on an
override of the President's veto of S. 2040.
This bill narrows the scope of sovereign immu-
nity by allowing U.S. Courts to hear cases
against a foreign state involving injury, death
and damages as a result of a tort. Very re-
cently my husband’s law firm has undertaken
legal representation of a client who seeks to
recover from a foreign state the value of
claims previously paid. | believe that Rule Ill in
conjunction with Rule XIll, clause 2, leads me
to abstain from the vote on this subject to
avoid even the impression of a conflict and to
adhere to both the spirit and letter of the
Rules.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF
PARALYMPIAN A.J. DIGBY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Ostego High School graduate and Tontogany,
Ohio, native A.J. Digby for his impressive per-
formance at this summer’s Paralympic Games
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. At the young age of
18 years old, A.J. held his own, placing fourth
in the 400-meter race and fifth in the 200-
meter race. Both of his times in these events
were personal bests.

A.J. has not let any obstacle prevent him
from reaching new track and field heights.
Born without fibula bones in both calves due
to a congenital order, A.J. began competing in
sprinting competitions at the age of 14 with
running blades.

His performance in Brazil has been an inspi-
ration to the community as well, with over 50
family and friends gathering at Ostego High
School recently to celebrate his accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, to finish as well as A.J. Digby
did at the Paralympics, it takes hard work,
dedication, and a commitment to improving
each and every day. | commend A.J. for his
perseverance, and | speak for many when |
say I'm excited to see what he will accomplish
in the future. Congratulations, Paralympian
A.J. Digby, on a job well done.

September 29, 2016

HONORING THE LIFE OF CADET
BRANDON T. JACKSON

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness and a heavy heart that | recognize
the life of my constituent, West Point Cadet
Brandon T. Jackson, a brilliant young man
who tragically passed away on September 11,
2016, in an automobile accident in Croton-on-
Hudson, New York.

Brandon was born on April 17, 1996 in
Flushing, Queens. He was a proud “A” stu-
dent graduate of Holy Cross High School in
Flushing and was an exceptional member of
the U.S. Military Academy Prep School Class
of 2015.

This bright young man was a proud member
of West Point’s Military Class of 2019, E Com-
pany, Second Regiment. His mother, Morna
Davis, a veteran of the Iraq War, a member of
the U.S. Army Reserves and a New York City
Police Department Detective, inspired Cadet
Jackson to commit his life to service to our
country.

Brandon loved Army football from a young
age and, beginning in his freshman vyear,
earned a spot as a starting member of the
Army football team in the position of corner
back. Brandon excelled in his role as a defen-
sive lineman, attained impressive stats, and
played a key role in the team’s victory over
Rice University on Saturday, September 10.

Brandon was equally driven academically
and was an exemplary student as a Manage-
ment major in the Department of Behavioral
Sciences and Leadership. He was a member
of West Point’s Cultural Affairs Club and, in
his free time, enjoyed playing chess and bas-
ketball.

Brandon is fondly remembered by all who
knew him for his warm smile, engaging man-
ner and quiet grace. He loved to help others,
was a mentor to younger players and treas-
ured his family, especially his mother. His
short life was one of achievement and excel-
lence and this proud member of the Long
Gray Line exemplified the watch words of
West Point—Duty, Honor, Country.

There is no way to measure our loss of this
incredible young man with such great promise
who was dedicated to a life of service to our
great nation and its citizens. | offer my deep-
est condolences to his family.

————

HONORING PATRICK MCLAIN
HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Patrick McLain for his service as a
member of the Congressional Award Board of
Directors.

The United States Congress established the
Congressional Award in 1979 to recognize ini-
tiative, achievement, and service in young
people. It began as a bipartisan effort in both
the United States Senate and the House of
Representatives. The original bill was spon-
sored by the late Senator Malcolm Wallop of
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Wyoming and the late Congressman James
Howard of New Jersey. Originally signed into
law by President Jimmy Carter, the legislation
(Public Law 96-114) established the Congres-
sional Award as a public-private partnership,
which receives all funding from the private
sector. Every president since, both Democratic
and Republican, have signed legislation to
continue the program.

The Congressional Award Board of Direc-
tors is comprised of 48 members and supports
the work of the foundation by providing mis-
sion-based leadership and strategic govern-
ance. Every member of the Board serves as
a volunteer to help make the program a na-
tional opportunity available in every congres-
sional district.

During this past year, over 40,000 partici-
pants from all 50 states were actively working
toward earning a Congressional Award and
5,000 new participants enrolled in the pro-
gram. Since its inception, over 7 million hours
of service have been contributed to commu-
nities nationwide.

The example set by Patrick is one we all
should strive for. His willingness to serve his
community and our nation’s young people sets
him apart as an outstanding individual, and |
have been honored to serve alongside of him
as Leader PELOSI’s congressional appointee to
the Board. | ask that all of my colleagues in
the House of Representatives join me in
thanking Patrick for his service and wishing
him nothing but continued success.

TRIBUTE TO THE HONOR FLIGHT
OF OREGON

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the 42 World War |l veterans from Or-
egon who will be visiting their memorial this
Friday in Washington, D.C. through Honor
Flight of Oregon. On behalf of a grateful state
and country, we welcome these heroes to our
nation’s capital.

The veterans on this flight from Oregon are
as follows: Russell Carter, Army; Carolyn
Clark, Army; Robert Kakuska, Army; Henry
Kreminski, Army; Milford McDougal, Army;
William Osteen, Army; Carl Propes, Army;

Richard Reeve, Army; Arthur Schlenther,
Army; Carl Smith, Army; Richard Sowell,
Army; Frank Spiegel, Army; Alvin Tesky,
Army; Edward Usselman, Army; Walter

McNeill, Army Air Corps; Gordon Sodorff,
Army Air Corps; Shirley Wilson, Army Air
Corps; Clarence Read, Army Air Forces; Wal-
ter Seaman, Army Air Forces; William Thomp-
son, Army Air Forces; Robert Turkisher, Army
Air Forces; Robert Lortie, Coast Guard; Nancy
Songer, Coast Guard; Frank Gibson, Marine
Corps; Owen Anson, Navy; Ellsworth Bell,
Navy; Jack Clevinger, Navy; Leroy Colvin,
Navy; Kenneth Harding, Navy; David
Henthorne, Navy; Robert Jackson, Navy;
Hugh Keavney, Navy; William Krager, Navy;
Willis Marshall, Navy; William Miller, Navy;
Melvin Probst, Navy; Margaret Ross, Navy;
Leonard Tischler, Navy; Donald Quinn, Navy;
Forrest Hall, Navy Reserve; Santo Regalbuto,
Navy Reserve; and Patsy Seaman, Women’s
Army Corps.
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These 42 heroes join the estimated 20,000
to 25,000 veterans who will travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. from their home states in 2016,
adding to the over 150,000 veterans who have
been honored through the Honor Flight Net-
work of volunteers nationwide since 2005.

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the
courage of these brave Americans who put
themselves in harm’s way for our country and
way of life. As a nation, we can never fully
repay the debt of gratitude owed to them for
their honor, commitment, and sacrifice in de-
fense of the freedoms we have today.

My colleagues, please join me in thanking
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor
Flight of Oregon for their exemplary dedication
and service to this great country.

TRIBUTE TO LOIS AND BILL
MATHENY

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Lois and
Bill Matheny of Des Moines, lowa, on their
50th wedding anniversary, celebrated on Sep-
tember 3, 2016.

Lois and Bill's lifelong commitment to each
other and their family truly embodies lowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary,
may their commitment grow even stronger as
they continue to love, cherish, and honor one
another for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the
very best.

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF
FLIGHT RESEARCH AT NASA
ARMSTRONG

HON. STEPHEN KNIGHT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate and honor the 70th anniversary of
NASA Armstrong Flight Research Center,
which was founded on September 30, 1946.

In 1946 a group of officials from NASA’s
predecessor organization, the NACA, set up
an operations base for our nation’s effort in
the race to achieve supersonic manned flight.
A year later, on October 14, 1947, Air Force
Captain Chuck Yeager became the first pilot
to break the sound barrier in the experimental
Bell X—1 aircraft. This achievement, one of
many incredible “firsts” in our history, inaugu-
rated a national legacy of excellence in aero-
space that defines American power today.

More X-planes followed the X—1, each build-
ing on our understanding of flight and pro-
jecting U.S. power further into air and space.
Twenty years after Yeager, my father, Pete
Knight, flew the X-15 at Mach 6.7. Even today
that flight holds the world record for aircraft
speed. What we learned from the X-programs
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was critical to our journey to the moon and
paved the way for the Space Shulttle.

Today NASA Armstrong continues to play
an important role in the advancement of Amer-
ican aeronautics. It is pursuing a new genera-
tion of X-planes that will validate technology
for faster, cleaner, quieter, and safer air travel
over the next ten years. These bold programs
are not only an exciting next step for our na-
tion’s legacy in aviation pioneering, but a nec-
essary one, to renew our technological and
competitive edge in aviation for the 21st Cen-
tury.

| congratulate the men and women of NASA
Armstrong on their outstanding achievements
over the past 70 years. Their unfailing pursuit
of useful knowledge in atmospheric flight and
airborne science is essential to the American
scientific enterprise, as well as our engage-
ment with international science community, the
competitiveness of our private sector air and
space companies, and our military’s edge over
potential adversaries. On behalf of the 25th
Congressional District of California, | would
again like to thank the NASA Armstrong team
for all they do for our country.

—

CELEBRATING KEVIN CLINE AND
HIS NATIONAL AWARD FOR EX-

CELLENCE IN TEACHING HIS-
TORY
HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate educator Kevin
Cline of Frankton Junior Senior High School,
the winner of the 2016 National History Teach-
er of the Year Award given by the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American History. It is
well-deserved.

Kevin teaches United States History, Amer-
ican Government, World History, and several
AP history courses at Frankton Junior Senior
High School located in the town of Frankton in
Madison County, Indiana. When asked why he
loves teaching history he said “it's got the best
heroes and the best villains”. That quote
shows the fun he brings to his role. | have
been honored to be able to speak with Kevin
and his students not only in his classroom but
also in the Indiana State House where stu-
dents had the opportunity to learn about the
law making process at the state level. These
students even had the chance to present their
bill ideas to state legislators. | have seen first-
hand his passion for teaching, history, and his
students. Despite the hard work he has put in
to achieve this honor, Kevin says that winning
this award does not match the privilege he
has of getting to work with his students every
day. His dedication to his students and his in-
novation in the classroom are a gift to his stu-
dents and our Hoosier community.

Kevin is also an innovator by integrating
technology into the classroom. He believes
technology is the best way to connect class-
room content to individual students. | would
like to share one of many examples of him
going above and beyond in his job and incor-
porating innovation. Kevin worked with Indiana
University’s Center on Congress to develop
the app “Freedom Summer.” The app teaches
students the relationship between the Civil
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