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HONORING JON WOOD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Jon Wood for his service as a mem-
ber of the Congressional Award Board of Di-
rectors. 

The United States Congress established the 
Congressional Award in 1979 to recognize ini-
tiative, achievement, and service in young 
people. It began as a bipartisan effort in both 
the United States Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The original bill was spon-
sored by the late Senator Malcolm Wallop of 
Wyoming and the late Congressman James 
Howard of New Jersey. Originally signed into 
law by President Jimmy Carter, the legislation 
(Public Law 96–114) established the Congres-
sional Award as a public-private partnership, 
which receives all funding from the private 
sector. Every president since, both Democratic 
and Republican, have signed legislation to 
continue the program. 

The Congressional Award Board of Direc-
tors is comprised of 48 members and supports 
the work of the foundation by providing mis-
sion-based leadership and strategic govern-
ance. Every member of the Board serves as 
a volunteer to help make the program a na-
tional opportunity available in every congres-
sional district. 

During this past year, over 40,000 partici-
pants from all 50 states were actively working 
toward earning a Congressional Award and 
5,000 new participants enrolled in the pro-
gram. Since its inception, over 7 million hours 
of service have been contributed to commu-
nities nationwide. 

The example set by Jon is one we all 
should strive for. His willingness to serve his 
community and our nation’s young people sets 
him apart as an outstanding individual, and I 
have been honored to serve alongside of him 
as Leader PELOSI’S congressional appointee to 
the Board. I ask that all of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives join me in 
thanking Jon for his service and wishing him 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KURTZ HARDWARE 
COMPANY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kurtz 
Hardware Company for their 150th year of 
business in the Des Moines metropolitan area. 

L.H. Kurtz, a German immigrant, founded 
Kurtz Hardware Company in 1866, starting 
what is now one of the oldest companies in 
the community. At first selling hardware and 
tin items, the store evolved through the years, 
adding plumbing and heating products, and 
later sporting goods and houseware sections. 
A roof collapse in 1998, along with the com-
petition of newer and larger hardware stores 
opening in the area, led current fifth genera-
tion owner Bob Kurtz to refocus the business 
to concentrate on commercial contracting. The 

Des Moines Register, in an article featuring 
the business, asked why Kurtz Hardware 
Company has lasted so long and endured 
such difficult times as the Great Depression, 
World War II, the farm crisis of the 1980s, and 
the rise of the big box stores. Bob Kurtz an-
swered with a laugh, ‘‘It’s just the old stubborn 
German in us, I guess.’’ 

As a testament to the longevity of Kurtz 
Hardware Company, the Des Moines Register 
noted that the company supplied materials for 
the Equitable Building, Des Moines’ first sky-
scraper of the time, built back in 1924. Today, 
they are providing doors and hardware for that 
same Equitable Building as it is currently 
being renovated into residential living. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Kurtz Hardware Company in the United States 
Congress and I’m proud to recognize them for 
their 150 years of service to the Des Moines 
area. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Kurtz Hardware Company of 
Des Moines and in wishing them nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

HONORING SPECIALIST RICHARD 
ALLEN CABLE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I rise to remember United 
States Army Specialist Richard ‘‘Dickie’’ Allen 
Cable for his bravery and willingness to fight 
for his country. Specialist Cable was killed in 
action while defending his comrades during 
Operation Billings in Vietnam on June 14, 
1967. It is my honor to sponsor H.R. 4887, a 
bill that would name the Post Office in Shelby, 
Indiana, after Specialist Cable, a hero who 
gave up his life in service of the nation he 
loved. 

A resident of Shelby, Dickie graduated from 
Lowell High School in 1965 and is remem-
bered by friends as an exceptional member of 
the community. Dickie was an outstanding ath-
lete who loved softball, basketball, and track 
and field. His friends recall that Dickie was al-
ways captain and everyone always wanted to 
be on his team. Dickie was adopted and an 
only child. Following the death of his father 
Fred, when Dickie was only nine, he took on 
a variety of jobs to help support his mother, 
Grace, including working as a pin setter at the 
local bowling alley. After high school, Dickie 
got a job at Inland Steel in East Chicago, Indi-
ana. 

In 1966, Dickie was drafted into the United 
States Army and served as a rifleman as-
signed to B Company, 1st Battalion, 16th In-
fantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Division, 
where he demonstrated bravery and courage. 
Specialist Cable and his team were on a mis-
sion when he spotted several Viet Cong in the 
jungle. He shouted a warning to his comrades 
and fired on the Viet Cong. Ignoring the heavy 
return fire, he engaged the enemy until his 
comrades reached cover. As he moved to re-
join his team, he spotted an enemy machine- 
gun team setting up. Realizing his fellow sol-
diers would be subject to vicious crossfire, 
Specialist Cable began a running assault to-
ward the enemy position. Although he was 

wounded several times, he overran the posi-
tion and killed the insurgents before he fell. He 
was only 20 years old. For his courage and 
sacrifice, Dickie was posthumously honored by 
the military with the Silver Star and the Purple 
Heart. In addition, Dickie was awarded the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam 
Service Medal with 2 Bronze Service Stars, 
the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross 
Medal with Palm, the Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal with 1960 Device, the Com-
bat Infantry Badge, and the Sharpshooter 
Badge with Rifle Bar. 

Dickie was survived by his mother, Grace, 
and a close-knit community of neighbors and 
friends in Shelby, who continue to honor his 
memory today. I would like to thank Mr. Rich-
ard Boetler, who first approached my office 
about dedicating the Shelby Post Office to 
Dickie’s memory and organized a petition to 
advocate for this legislation with over 700 sig-
natures from former and current Shelby resi-
dents. Additionally, I would like to extend my 
appreciation to the entire Indiana delegation 
for joining me in this effort. Finally, I would like 
to thank the local elected officials in Shelby for 
their advocacy, including Indiana State Sen-
ator Rick Niemeyer, Indiana State Representa-
tive Michael Aylesworth, Cedar Creek Town-
ship Trustee Alice Dahl, Lake County Council-
man Eldon Strong, and Lake County Commis-
sioner Gerry Scheub. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring a fallen hero, United States Army 
Specialist Richard Allen Cable. Specialist 
Cable sacrificed his life in service to his coun-
try, and his death was a great loss to our Na-
tion. Nearly 50 years after his passing, Spe-
cialist Cable remains a hero in the eyes of his 
loved ones and his Nation. Let us take this op-
portunity to honor the sacrifice he made to 
preserve the ideals of freedom and democ-
racy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID K. RAMEY 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, the House of 
Representatives is, in my opinion, the greatest 
legislative body in the history of the world. A 
large portion of the credit for that is due to the 
thousands of staff members who dedicate the 
better part of their adult lives to working within 
the halls of this democratic institution. For the 
past 24 years, I have been incredibly fortunate 
to have benefitted from the talented services 
of David Kirk Ramey. 

Dave’s tenure in the House dates back to 
before I was elected (when the Cold War ex-
isted and the Internet didn’t), when he worked 
for my good friend and mentor, former Con-
gressman Jerry Lewis (R–CA). Dave served 
Rep. Lewis from February 1985 through De-
cember 1992 as a Foreign Policy and Defense 
Analyst in the House Republican Conference, 
Policy Committee, and Research Committee. 
Months after being hired by Lewis, Dave wel-
comed to the Research Committee staff his 
good friend Flint Lewis (no relation to the Con-
gressman). Alongside Jack Pitney, Guy Hicks, 
Kelly Cook Marcavage, Brenda Benjamin 
Reese, Todd Hauptli, Jim O’Malley, Frank 
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Gregorsky, Paul Ritacco, Lee Raudonis, Ed 
Slevin and others, Dave served for eight years 
in the House Republican Leadership. 

According to former Staff Director Bob 
Okun, who hired Dave and under whom Dave 
worked during most of those years, Dave 
‘‘. . . distinguished himself as a top notch re-
searcher and writer on Capitol Hill in the 
1980s which served him so well through his 
thirty plus years on the Hill.’’ Dave wrote for 
the 1988 Republican Platform Committee 
which was co-chaired by Rep. Lewis. Con-
gressman Lewis told me that he has ‘‘. . . al-
ways been very proud of the quality of our 
personal staff. One of the greatest among 
them has been David Ramey. To our knowl-
edge, the only mistake Dave ever made was 
to leave our staff and to go and work for my 
buddy KEN CALVERT.’’ 

After I was first elected in November of 
1992, Dave was one of the first staff members 
I brought on board as my Legislative Director. 
My first Chief of Staff, Ed Slevin, said ‘‘Without 
a doubt, Dave is one of the best and the 
brightest. He was a great renaissance man for 
the Congressman.’’ In 1997, Dave became my 
Chief of Staff when Ed left the Hill. Throughout 
his time in my office, Dave has demonstrated 
a tremendous gift for analyzing policies and 
finding solutions to complex legislative chal-
lenges. Many things have changed over 
Dave’s 32 years in the House, but his sense 
of punctuality and neatness were always a 
constant. 

He has also mentored a great number of 
staff members and interns who have served in 
my office, sharing with them the tremendous 
knowledge he possesses about our govern-
ment, Capitol Hill, history and life in general. 
I believe it’s fair to say nobody who spent time 
working in our office left without bearing the 
imprint of Dave’s wonderful leadership. Some 
of the staff’s favorite Daveisms include: 
‘‘Ounce for ounce, testosterone is more dan-
gerous than plutonium,’’ ‘‘If you want one 
thing, ask for two,’’ ‘‘cc’s are free,’’ ‘‘What gets 
scheduled, gets done,’’ ‘‘A foolish consistency 
is the hobgoblin of little minds,’’ ‘‘Don’t go to 
law school,’’ and the all-time favorite, ‘‘The six 
most important words in the English language 
are: ‘I am sorry. I was wrong.’ ’’ 

In addition to working in my office, Dave has 
served as the CRAP Master, the head of the 
California Republican Administrative Personnel 
group (CRAPs), as well as Co-Chairman of 
the bipartisan California State Society. He 
graduated from the College of William and 
Mary in 1984 with a B.A. in International Rela-
tions and in 2010 received his Master of Arts 
with Highest Distinction from the Naval War 
College in National Security and Strategic 
Studies. When Dave steps down on October 
31st to become a principal at Kadesh and As-
sociates, it will mark the departure of the last 
staff member in my office who has served me 
since I was sworn into office in 1993. (The 
amount of file space that we will reclaim is 
practically unfathomable.) Dave’s immeas-
urable contributions to my office, the constitu-
ents I have represented in Riverside and Or-
ange Counties, and to our country are some-
thing for which we should all be very grateful. 
Personally, I have and will continue to value 
my friendship with Dave and wish him and his 
wife Jenny, their daughter Maddie and son 
Ben the very best and brightest future. 

DYSTONIA AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the month of September as 
Dystonia Awareness Month. 

Currently, it is estimated that at least 
300,000 individuals in North America suffer 
from dystonia, making it more common than 
Huntington’s, muscular dystrophy, and ALS. 
Dystonia may be inherited or caused by spe-
cific factors such as trauma, certain medica-
tions, and additional medical conditions. For 
most people with dystonia, the cause remains 
unknown and there is currently no cure. 

Dystonia is a neurological movement dis-
order that causes muscles to contract and 
spasm involuntarily. It affects men, women, 
and children. Dystonia can be generalized, af-
fecting all major muscle groups, and resulting 
in twisting, repetitive movements and abnor-
mal postures. It can also be focal, affecting a 
specific part of the body such as legs, arms, 
hands, neck, face, mouth, eyelids, or vocal 
cords. Dystonia is not usually fatal, but it is a 
chronic disorder producing symptoms that vary 
in degrees of frequency, intensity, disability, 
and pain depending on the type of dystonia. 
The inability to predict or control the move-
ments of the legs, arms, hands, neck, shoul-
ders, face, eyelids, jaw, tongue, and/or vocal 
cords has a profound impact on an individual’s 
life. Medical literature associates the onset of 
dystonia with traumatic injury, particularly trau-
matic head/brain injuries. Our men and 
women in uniform face a disproportionate risk 
of developing dystonia as a result of an injury 
sustained during their military service. 

The Dystonia Medical Research Foundation, 
which works to raise awareness of dystonia is 
a nationwide organization that serves the com-
munity. Beyond awareness, the Dystonia Med-
ical Research Foundation provides the 
dystonia community with support, education, 
advocacy, and the promotion of research into 
the causes of and care of dystonia. I have 
long known the Farber family and have seen 
their contributions and passion for the support 
of dystonia related research and awareness. 

I call on my colleagues to recognize the 
goals and ideals of Dystonia Awareness 
Month by supporting federal activities that im-
prove lives of patients impacted by dystonia 
including research programs at the National 
Institutes of Health. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JERRY WAY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the career of Mr. Jerry Way as the 
Director of Public Works for the City of Sac-
ramento. As his family, friends, and colleagues 
gather to celebrate his many professional ac-
complishments, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating this exceptional individual whose 
36 years of service have greatly benefited the 
City of Sacramento. 

A graduate from California State University, 
Sacramento, Jerry began his career in Public 

Works in 1980. As the City Traffic Engineer 
and Streets Manager, Jerry led projects that 
greatly improved the infrastructure of the State 
Capital. He was appointed Sacramento’s Di-
rector of Public Works in 2006. He managed 
over 400 employees and a $100 million capital 
improvement budget, overseeing projects that 
greatly enhanced public safety, raised the 
quality of life of my constituents, and promoted 
environmental sustainability. His oversight also 
included the operations and maintenance of 
more than 3,000 road lane miles, 40,000 
streetlights, and 10,000 parking spaces. 

Jerry is well known throughout Sacramento 
for his ability to get things done in City Hall. 
In recent years, he took on some of the re-
gion’s largest and most important projects, in-
cluding the new downtown arena, the Down-
town Sacramento Streetcar, and the Delta 
Shores and Railyards developments. His 
steady leadership, his sense of humor, and his 
perspective over the last decade have been 
instrumental in changing Sacramento for the 
better. 

Because of his dedication to serving the 
public, Jerry was named as one of the Top 10 
Public Works Leaders in North America by the 
American Public Works Association. Jerry 
served on the Board of Directors for the Sac-
ramento Tree Foundation and for the River 
District; he also promoted environmental 
awareness in the Sacramento community 
through his many sustainability projects. Jer-
ry’s extraordinary commitment to raising the 
quality of life for the citizens of Sacramento 
has helped make the state capital a wonderful 
place to live, work, and raise a family. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Jerry Way as he celebrates his years of dedi-
cation to the City of Sacramento. I am sad to 
see him leave public service; my constituents 
will miss his commitment to improving their 
city. I ask all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Jerry’s outstanding career and wishing 
him the best in retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHNNY’S BODY SHOP 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Johnny’s 
Body Shop of Essex, Iowa, for celebrating 
their 50th year in business. Johnny’s Body 
Shop was founded by the late Johnny and Ei-
leen Resh in 1966. 

Johnny’s Body Shop is currently owned by 
Hazel and Delaine Resh. They represent the 
third generation of Resh family ownership. 
Delaine spends most of his day doing the re-
quired insurance and written estimates for 
customers, and notes how dramatically the 
auto industry has changed over the years. 
Delaine and Hazel often state their grateful-
ness to the residents of Essex for supporting 
their family-run business for over a half cen-
tury. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Hazel and Delaine 
Resh for their years of dedicated and devoted 
service to Essex and the surrounding area. 
The staff at Johnny’s Body Shop make a dif-
ference by helping and serving others every 
day. It is with great honor that I recognize 
them today and I am proud to represent them 
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