E1374

scholars and leaders, to the many students
with bright futures ahead, Fisk has always
been committed to excellence and remained
at the forefront of making the world a better
place. | join my fellow Tennesseans in hon-
oring Fisk University for the indelible mark it
has left over the past 150 years, and for what
it has in store in the years to come.

————

INTERNATIONAL PLASMA
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, International
Plasma Awareness Week will occur October 9
to 15, 2016. Around the world, there will be
observances to raise global awareness of the
crucial need for plasma to create lifesaving
therapies, recognize that plasma donors con-
tribute greatly in saving and improving lives,
and increase understanding of the many rare
diseases and plasma protein therapies that
help to treat them.

Plasma-derived therapies and recombinant
blood clotting factors, collectively known as
plasma protein therapies, are unique, biologic
medicines that are either infused or injected to
treat a variety of rare, life-threatening, chronic,
and genetic diseases including bleeding dis-
orders, immune deficiencies, pulmonary dis-
orders, neurological disorders, shock and trau-
ma, liver cirrhosis, and infectious diseases
such as tetanus, hepatitis, and rabies.

Plasma-derived therapies save and improve
lives of individuals throughout the world, in-
cluding in emergency and surgical medicine.
Plasma protein therapies have significantly im-
proved the quality of life, markedly improved
patient outcomes, and extended the life ex-
pectancy of individuals with rare, chronic dis-
eases and conditions.

Healthy, committed donors provide the plas-
ma essential to manufacture these lifesaving
therapies; and there are more than 450 plas-
ma collection centers in the U.S. that have
demonstrated their commitment to plasma
donor and patient safety and quality by earn-
ing International Quality Plasma Program
(IQPP) certification.

| ask that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives, join me and rise in com-
memoration of International Plasma Aware-
ness Week, honoring those committed donors
and collection centers who make and collect
needed and lifesaving contributions.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF DR.
BRUCE HARTER

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the many accomplishments of Dr.
Bruce Harter as West Contra Costa Unified
School District’'s (WCCUSD) Superintendent.

As the second longest serving super-
intendent in the history of WCCUSD, Dr.
Harter has played a large role in the district
both in and out of the classroom. During his
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tenure, WCCUSD experienced significant in-
creases in the success of English Language
Learners, increases in graduation rates, de-
creases in drop-out rates, and a significant in-
crease in the proportion of graduates attend-
ing postsecondary education.

As a testament to his emphasis on address-
ing the whole child, WCCUSD has made great
strides during his service to incorporate addi-
tional student services to help students learn
and grow. To that point, WCCUSD is now the
only school district in the Bay Area to have
health centers in every high school, providing
greater physical and emotional safety, and im-
plementing social emotion programs that sub-
stantially reduced disciplinary actions.

Dr. Harter's commitment to promoting the
success and well-being of West Contra
Costa’s students is deeply appreciated by the
community that he serves, and he should be
proud of the clear and steady improvement in
overall student achievement during his serv-
ice.

| thank Dr. Harter for his service and wish
him the best of luck in his retirement.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ALBERT
CAPOZUCCA, ITALIAN AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION OF LUZERNE
COUNTY’S 2016 PERSON OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Albert Capozucca, who will be
honored by the Italian American Association of
Luzerne County as Person of the Year during
the organization’s 39th Annual Columbus Day
Banquet on October 9, 2016.

Albert was born October 9, 1936 in Pittston
Township, Pennsylvania to Raymond and
Emma Capozucca. After the death of his fa-
ther, Albert enrolled in the Hershey Industrial
School for Orphan Boys, now known as Milton
Hershey School. He graduated in 1954 with a
degree in vocational plumbing and heating. Al-
bert was drafted into the army and served
from November 1959 to February 1962. When
that service concluded, he returned to the
plumbing business. He and his brother, Ray
Capozucca, formed Capozucca Bros. Plumb-
ing and Heating. They later expanded their
business to add Capozucca Brothers Oil Com-
pany. Albert worked with his brother until they
both retired in the early 2000s.

Albert remains active in his community and
is involved in many organizations. He is a
member of the St. Joseph Marello Parish in
Pittston. He’s served with Pittston Township
Volunteer Fire Department for a whopping 59
years. He is the current president of Pittston
Township Lions club and serves as the club’s
representative for the Upper Valley Eye Bank
Association. He helped establish the Pittston
Township Little League, where he served on
the board of directors for many years. He also
served on the Pittston Township Sewer Au-
thority Committee. Finally, Albert is a former
member of the Pittston Knights of Columbus
and is a member of both the Italian American
Association of Luzerne County and the ltalian
Citizens Enjoyment Club.

It is an honor to recognize Albert for being
named ltalian American Association of
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Luzerne County’s Person of the Year. | am
deeply grateful for his military service and his
many contributions to his community. | wish
Albert and the Italian American Association all
the best.

——————

RECOGNIZING DEBBIE COTTON
FOR TWO DECADES OF SERVICE
TO THE SEMINOLE COUNTY RE-
GIONAL CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE AND THE SEMINOLE
COUNTY COMMUNITY

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay rec-
ognition to a great community leader who has
helped the Seminole County business commu-
nity through her volunteer service and her role
at the Seminole County Regional Chamber of
Commerce: Mrs. Debbie Cotton.

Debbie is leaving the Seminole County Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce as the Vice
President and Chief Operating Officer after
more than two decades as an employee and
volunteer at the chamber. Her work over the
years has helped Seminole County become
one of Florida’s best places for business with
multiple major companies relocating to the
county and thousands of businesses pros-
pering in Seminole County.

Debbie Cotton started as a volunteer with
the Chamber in 1995 and then joined the
Chamber in 1998 as the receptionist. Over the
years, she served in a wide variety of roles,
serving as the communications and events di-
rector, business development director, interim
president, chief operating officer and vice
president.

In addition, she served as a board member
on the Foundation for Seminole County Public
Schools, participated in Leadership Seminole
Class 2002 and was named Ambassador of
the Year by the Chamber in 1996. She was
named the COO of the Year by the Orlando
Business Journal in 2014.

Over the years, Debbie Cotton has worked
with thousands of businesses. She has helped
them grow and prosper and thrive in Seminole
County. Our business community is better be-
cause of Debbie Cotton.

Debbie Cotton will be leaving Seminole
County on October 7 to become the President
of the Ormond Beach Chamber of Commerce.
| know that | am joined by my colleagues from
Central Florida in thanking her for her service
and wishing her well in the future.

Mr. Speaker, once again | congratulate
Debbie Cotton on her many accomplishments
in Seminole County and all of Central Florida.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 26, 2016, | joined U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry and other U.S. leaders in
Cartagena, Colombia, for the formal signing of
the peace agreement between the Colombian
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government and the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC).

As a result, | was absent for roll call votes
557 and 558. Had | been present, | would
have voted no on roll call 557, final passage
of the Dangerous Synthetic Drug Control Act,
H.R. 3537, because it adds new synthetic
drugs to Schedule I, expanding mandatory
minimum sentences and hindering research
on these substances.

| would have voted yes on roll call 558, final
passage of H.R. 5392, the No Veterans Crisis
Line Call Should Go Unanswered Act. |
strongly support H.R. 5392, which will help
support veterans experiencing emotional or
mental health crises by requiring the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to develop a plan to
ensure that every call paced to the Veteran
Crisis Line is answered by a live person.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF LAWRENCE
DICKHAUS

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize my long-time constituent, Mr. Lawrence
Dickhaus of St. Petersburg, Florida, who sadly
passed on September 24, 2016, surrounded
by his loved ones.

Having moved to St. Petersburg from the
suburbs of Cincinnati, Ohio, Lawrence em-
bodied many of the sacrosanct values that
embody the American spirit such as a love of
God, strong work ethic, unbridled optimism,
the belief in helping others, and a wonderful
sense of humor that was enjoyed by everyone
he met. A hard-working, blue-collar plumber
by trade, Lawrence was also a professional
musician as demonstrated by the thousands of
lives he touched through his music by enter-
taining the residents of St. Petersburg with his
band, The Downtowners, at the St. Petersburg
Pier. His love of music was also demonstrated
by the many hours he gave volunteering for
the Northeast High School Viking Band. Law-
rence was also a lover of recreational fishing,
a love that his children and grandchildren
have enjoyed, following his example; and a
baseball fan who cheered tirelessly for the
Tampa Bay Rays.

These admirable qualities in Lawrence
made him a loving husband to his wife of 65
years, Phyllis. They also made him an incred-
ible father to his children Debbie, Phil, Marty,
Brian, Rob, Patrick and Mary; as well as his
nineteen grandchildren, and nineteen great
grandchildren. As evidenced by such a large
family, it is no wonder that so many residents
of my district call the Dickhaus family their
friends and neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, | now ask my colleagues to
join me and the Dickhaus family in celebrating
and honoring the incredible life of Lawrence
Dickhaus. His long life as a family man and
musician demonstrated his commitment to im-
proving the lives of everybody he touched and
worked for. His good nature will be greatly
missed by the residents of St. Petersburg.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUDGE
SARAH EVANS BARKER FOR HER
32 YEARS OF EXCEPTIONAL
SERVICE TO THE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT COURT,
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDI-
ANA

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Judge Sarah Evans
Barker and to her exceptional public service.
The District Judges of The U.S. District Court,
Southern District of Indiana signed a resolu-
tion naming Courtroom 216 in Judge Barker’s
honor, commemorating her 32 years of serv-
ice. It is where Judge Barker has worked for
much of her judicial career. The courtroom re-
sides in the Birch Bayh Federal Building,
which has been home to Indiana’s Federal
Court for over 100 years. The building and the
“Sarah Evans Barker Courtroom” is sculpted
from Indiana limestone and houses ornate
decorative features, and it remains a place
where history is made. This courtroom is the
first Indiana courtroom to be named for a fe-
male judge, and it is fitting that Judge Barker
should be the first woman to be honored as
she also holds the distinctions of being the
first female Assistant U.S. Attorney, first fe-
male federal judge, and first female chief
judge for the United States District Court in In-
diana. She has been a tireless advocate for
women’s leadership and a great connector of
women throughout her career. The people of
Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District are for-
ever grateful for Judge Barker's contributions
to the Hoosier community and our country,
and it is my privilege to honor her today.

A lifelong Hoosier, Judge Barker was born
in Mishawaka, Indiana. She earned her bach-
elor's degree in 1965 from Indiana University
and later earned her Juris Doctorate from the
American University Washington College of
Law in 1969. She started her career as a Leg-
islative Assistant to Congressman Gilbert
Gude of Maryland and Senator Charles H.
Percy of lllinois, eventually working as special
counsel to the Senate Government Operations
Subcommittee. After her time in Washington,
D.C., Judge Barker continued her public serv-
ice in Indianapolis as an Assistant United
States Attorney from 1972 to 1976 under
United States Attorneys Stanley B. Miller and
James B. Young. She then joined the Indian-
apolis law firm of Bose, McKinney & Evans
where she became a partner. After her time in
private practice, in 1981 President Ronald
Reagan appointed Judge Barker as the United
States Attorney for the Southern District of In-
diana and later, in 1984, he appointed her as
the first female federal judge for the United
States District Court, Southern District of Indi-
ana.

Ever since her appointment in 1984, Judge
Barker has been an influential member of the
bench. She has shaped judicial practice and
policy through her appointments to numerous
committees and commissions. In 2004, Chief
Justice William H. Rehnquist appointed her to
the Special Study Committee on Judicial Con-
duct and Disability, otherwise known as the
“Breyer Committee.” Chief Justice John G.
Roberts asked the Committee to continue its
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work and reappointed Judge Barker. In addi-
tion, she works on the Judicial Conference of
the United States, with the Executive Com-
mittee, Long Range Planning Committee,
Standing Rules Committee, Budget Com-
mittee, and Judicial Branch Committee as well
as a number of 7th Circuit committees. She
served as president of the 900-member Fed-
eral Judges Association from 2007 to 2009
and currently sits on their Board of Directors.

She has been, and continues to be, a dy-
namic member of the community through her
work with various organizations. Judge Barker
is an active member of the Morgantown
United Methodist Church. She is a member of
the Indiana Academy which seeks to encour-
age and promote charitable, scientific, literary,
and educational goals in conjunction with insti-
tutions dedicated to these same objectives in
the state of Indiana. She also sits on the
boards of the Indiana Historical Society, the
Indiana University Health Partners, and
Conner Prairie. Higher education has a special
place in her heart as she is a trustee on the
advisory board for Indiana University, as well
as its law schools. She has also been a part
of search committees for IU law school deans,
an IU chancellor, and two IU presidents. She
was also appointed by Governor Mitch Daniels
to participate in the Indiana Bicentennial Com-
mission. Judge Barker is a member of the
Gathering, the Lawyers Club and the Down-
town Kiwanis Club of Indianapolis where she
shares her wit, good humor, and sharp mind
with all in attendance.

Judge Barker has been recognized for her
work and contributions through many honors
and awards. These awards include the Trail-
blazer Award given by the Indiana Commis-
sion for Women. She has been designated as
a Distinguished Alumna of Indiana University.
She was given the Living Legend award by
the Indiana Historical Society. She was pre-
sented the Silver Gavel by the Indianapolis
Bar Association. Several Midwestern colleges
and universities have conferred ten honorary
degrees upon her.

Not only has Judge Barker received many
awards and honors, but she continually seeks
to nominate deserving women in the commu-
nity to be recognized. | had the honor to first
hear Judge Barker speak at my own law
school commencement from the Robert H.
McKinney School of Law at Indiana University
in May of 1985. Her dedication to provide
guidance to young lawyers is inspiring. She is
personally committed to championing the
women of our community and has been an es-
sential mentor to me as well as many others.
Judge Barker is an amazing connector, by
providing opportunities for Hoosier women to
meet, socialize, and develop professionally.
She is an exemplary role model for public
servants, and | want to extend a heartfelt
thank you for all the wonderful contributions
she has made to the Hoosier community.
Judge Barker has been a teacher, counselor,
and friend to many aspiring public servants.

Despite her long tenure on the bench,
Judge Barker cares deeply about each case
that comes through her courtroom; she dem-
onstrates genuine care with her decisions,
particularly sentencing decisions, which greatly
impact lives. Judge Barker has undoubtedly
left an immensely profound influence on the
court, and it is quite fitting that this beautiful
and historic courtroom be named in her honor.
On behalf of all Hoosiers, I'd like to congratu-
late Judge Barker on her success and wish
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