September 22, 2016

The hard work done by the men and women
of the McLean Project for the Arts in orga-
nizing and putting on this event has helped
ensure an excellent opportunity for many of
my constituents to escape from life’s many
stresses by providing them with a time to un-
wind and enjoy the visual arts in their commu-
nity. This event in McLean Central Park will be
filled with great food, live music and many re-
markable and interesting works of art.

| am proud to have such an excellent group
in my District, which is one that has been
servicing local and regional communities for
over 50 years. The McLean Project for the
Arts has been such a positive force in teach-
ing young people about the visual arts and in
instructing them in how to become artists
themselves. | would like to applaud this orga-
nization’s dedication to the cultural enrichment
of our future generations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
in recognizing the 10th anniversary of the
MPAartfest in Loudoun County, Virginia. | wish
them all the best in their future endeavors.

———

HONORING MS. BEA McPHERSON

HON. BOB GIBBS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Bea McPherson for her service to
the United States of America during World
War |1l as a Cartographer for the Army Map
Service.

Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
America’s Greatest Generation answered the
call to combat the Axis Powers in the Euro-
pean and Pacific Theaters. As personnel were
reassigned to all fronts, the Army Map Service
found itself in need of more patriots.

Upon graduating from Kent State University,
Ms. McPherson selflessly joined the Army
Map Service, where she was assigned to
Montgomery County, Maryland. As a Cartog-
rapher, Ms. McPherson created maps used in
preparation for military operations throughout
Fiume, ltaly and the famed Battle of the Bulge.
During her service, Ms. McPherson also
served as a rectruiter, returning to Ohio to re-
cruit other females into the Army Mapping
Service.

Nicknamed the “Military Mapping Maidens,”
Ms. McPherson and other female cartog-
raphers played a vital role in defense of Amer-
ica and our allies abroad. Shortly after the Al-
lies declared victory over Nazi Germany and
Japan, Ms. McPherson resigned from the
Army Mapping Service.

On October 4, 2016, Ms. McPherson will be
inducted into the Geospatial Intelligence Hall
of Fame for making significant and trans-
formative contributions to the Army Mapping
Service.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to represent
Ms. Bea McPherson in the United States Con-
gress. She established a patriotic example for
all Americans to emulate and | am humbled to
stand before this body to recognize Ms.
McPherson’s service to our great nation.
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HONORING THE 80TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF SAM AND EVA
JONES

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of the 80th Wedding Anniversary of
Sam and Eva Jones of Marion, lllinois.

Sam and Eva Jones were married on Sep-
tember 27, 1936. They are lifelong residents
of Southern lllinois and have remained active
members of their community.

The proud parents of two sons and the
grandparents of three, Sam and Eva farmed
and raised livestock in Williamson County,
where Sam served as President of the county
fair board. Additionally, Sam worked in mining
and for power companies for over 30 years,
while Eva worked with local youth in the coun-
ty school district. Sam and Eva are also rec-
ognized for their talent in square dancing, par-
ticipating in dances at county fairs, community
gatherings, and national events for more than
60 years.

| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing a
Happy 80th Wedding Anniversary to Sam and
Eva Jones and thank them for their contribu-
tions and service to Southern lllinois.

———————

IN MEMORY OF MRS. DARLENE E.
WEIR

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to honor the life of Mrs. Darlene E. Weir, of
Leesburg, Virginia. On September 7, 20186,
Mrs. Weir passed away at home surrounded
by her loving husband of 57 years, Charles,
and with her children, beloved grandchildren,
and her great-granddaughter.

Mrs. Weir was born May 4, 1933, in Eu-
gene, Oregon and was the daughter of the
late Oscar M. Briggs and Essie Elizabeth
Cruzan Briggs. She was known for her love of
children and her dedication to teaching pri-
mary grade students in Fairfax County public
schools for 26 years. Coming from a family of
educators, | understand the importance of
Americans like Mrs. Weir who help shape the
future of our nation. Mrs. Weir made a great
impact in her community that will not soon be
forgotten.

Once Mrs. Weir retired from teaching, she
traveled around the globe with her husband
visiting all seven continents. Mrs. Weir under-
stood the importance of civic engagement and
was active in grassroots politics. Both inside
and outside her career, Mrs. Weir worked with
conviction to preserve our country for future
generations.

Mrs. Weir will be sincerely missed by all
those who had the pleasure of knowing her
both on a personal and a professional level. |
know that she has impacted many lives over
the years, and we are all grateful for having
known her. She is survived by her husband,
Charles J. Weir, her four children, daughters,
Sue Ellen Jones, and Maureen Kay Wood; her
sons, Gregory Allen Weir and Jeffrey Charles
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Weir; and eight grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. Through them, I'm sure, her values
and legacy will be assured.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the life of Mrs. Darlene E.
Weir. May she rest in peace, and her family
be comforted.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
EUGENE “GENE” GISCOMBE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor to
join The Village of Harlem and New York City
in paying tribute to our beloved friend, Eugene
Giscombe, known affectionately by many as
“Gene” and the “Mayor of 125th Street,” who
made his transition to his Lord and Savior on
Sunday, July 10, 2016. In 1982, he founded
Giscombe Realty Group, LLC one of Harlem’s
leading commercial real estate management,
consulting, leasing, development and broker-
age firms. The company was a major player in
the Harlem Renaissance that helped to re-
verse years of decline and turn the area into
one of Manhattan’s most popular places to
live, work, play and raise a family.

Gene Giscombe began his real estate ca-
reer as a sales agent at Webb & Booker, ris-
ing to become head of sales and representing
major banks, such as Manufacturers Hanover
Corporation, and managing office buildings
such as the C.A.V. Building at 55 West 125th
Street, where former president Bill Clinton
maintains an office. Inspired by his grand-
father Lawrence Giscombe, a successful build-
er-owner in Harlem in the 1930s and 1940s,
Eugene Giscombe became a beloved commu-
nity leader as he grew his own company to
serve a wide range of clients, including prop-
erty owners, developers, financial institutions,
not-for-profits, pension funds and government
agencies looking to buy, lease or manage
space in Harlem and New York City.
Giscombe Realty Group’s headquarters, for
over 35 years, was located in one of Harlem’s
most iconic office buildings, the 12-story Lee
Building at 1825 Park Avenue on East 125th
Street, adjacent to the Metro North train sta-
tion in East Harlem.

Over the years, Giscombe Realty Group’s
acquisitions, developments, re-locations and
management ventures on the legendary 125th
Street corridor included Chase Manhattan
Bank, Fourth Federal Savings and Loan, New
York State Supreme Court, Bechtel Infrastruc-
ture, Beth Israel Medical Center, the Harlem
Commonwealth Council, New York College of
Podiatric Medicine, and The Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, to name a few. Gene’s asso-
ciates nicknamed him the “Mayor of 125th
Street”, celebrating him for his many success-
ful ventures including the biggest retail sale in
Harlem’s history—the sale of 16 retail build-
ings along West 125th and 126th Street Cor-
ridor on Frederick Douglass Boulevard for $50
million in 2007. He was also the recipient of
the Business Person of the Year award from
the Harlem Business Alliance, Inc. presented
by Mr. Walter Edwards.

Gene Giscombe was a former chairman of
the 125th Street Business Improvement Dis-
trict, Community Board 10 and The Greater
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Harlem Real Estate Board. He was also a
member of the Harlem YMCA Board of Direc-
tors/Property Management Committee where
he oversaw all construction and renovation
work at twenty-one New York YMCA branches
and three summer camps. He served on the
Board of Directors of City National Bank of
New Jersey/New York, and was the vice chair-
man of the Greater Harlem Nursing Home and
North General Hospital Board of Directors. In
addition to his love for Harlem and real estate,
Eugene Giscombe was a big-game hunter
who hunted on five continents and traveled on
over 17 African safaris. Always concerned
about the responsibility of hunters, he became
the first African-American president of the New
York Tri-State Chapter of Safari Club Inter-
national which is very involved in conservation
projects. Gene’s memory is survived by his
wife Shirley and their children Lesley, Susan
and Lasalve; and brothers Gary and Ronald
Giscombe.

Eugene “Gene” Giscombe left his indelible
mark as a real estate magnate and developer,
community leader, philanthropist, entre-
preneur, family man and big-game hunter de-
voting his life to the betterment of all human-
kind, community, and country. | join my con-
stituents and rest of the nation as we say
goodbye and pay tribute to our beloved friend,
The Mayor of 125th Street, Eugene “Gene”
Giscombe, a true American hero.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HONOR-

ABLE SENATOR CHARLES
“CHUCK” J. COLGAN’S 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Honorable Senator Charles
“Chuck” J. Colgan for turning 90 years old on
September 25, 2016. | am honored to cele-
brate the many accomplishments of one of the
Commonwealth’s most dedicated civil serv-
ants.

Senator Colgan is best known for his time in
office as the longest serving Senator in the
history of the Virginia General Assembly,
where he has represented the citizens of Vir-
ginia’'s 29th District since 1975. Senator
Colgan is an example to all legislators on how
to work tirelessly for the interests of your con-
stituents. Chuck was able to achieve many un-
dertakings over his ten term tenure in the Vir-
ginia State Senate, most notably in the areas
of transportation and education.

Senator Colgan’s life and legislative legacy
is certainly one to be recognized as it was one
full of service to his constituents, common-
wealth, and country. His commitment to see-
ing practical legislation enacted to benefit the
Commonwealth of Virginia and its citizens is
extremely commendable. Senator Colgan was
not afraid to work with both sides of the aisle
while in office. This spirit of the political sensi-
bility is without a doubt why he was able to at-
tain such great success in his endeavors.

It is also important to distinguish Senator
Colgan’s efforts as a private citizen through
his businesses in the air travel industry.
Colgan Airways and Colgan Air provided not
only a valuable service to Americans, but were
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also a source of jobs and economic growth in
the communities they were based in. Senator
Colgan truly embodies the ideals a citizen-poli-
tician should aspire to exemplify.

Mr. Speaker, | now ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing the Honorable Senator
Charles “Chuck” J. Colgan for turning 90
years old, and to thank him for the outstanding
services he provided to the Commonwealth of
Virginia and the United States throughout his
long-lasting career. | wish him all the best in
his future endeavors.

PROTECTING OUR WATER FROM
MICROCYSTIN TOXINS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bill addressing the threat to human
health posed by microcystin toxins. Two sum-
mers ago, a massive algal bloom exploded in
western Lake Erie, generating microcystin, a
bacterium causing liver damage, skin blem-
ishes, and nausea. This public health threat
necessitated the shutdown of the public water
system for 3 days—drastically disrupting the
lives of over half a million Americans.

As elected officials, our first priority must al-
ways be the safety and security of our con-
stituents. This bill ensures that microcystin will
no longer be a public health threat.

It amends the Safe Drinking Water Act by
requiring the EPA to determine the maximum
safe contaminant level and to promulgate a
national primary drinking water regulation for
microcystin toxin within 2 years of its enact-
ment.

In realizing the threat posed by microcystin,
the old adage “Mother Nature Doesn’t Lie” is
more meaningful than ever. | commend the
EPA’s work to date on generating a strategic
plan for dealing with algal toxins and for pub-
lishing an interim standard for microcystin.

The strategic plan and current health advi-
sory the EPA released are a good start, but
we need a finalized standard for microcystin
which endangers the people of Toledo with
our recurring algal bloom problem.

In addition to the public health threat, this
bacterium casts a huge economic shadow
over our vital and beautiful coast. Toledo’s
Water Crisis cost the city government over
$200,000 in cleanup costs alone, not counting
untold millions in lost business and tax rev-
enue.

This concern is not isolated to Lake Erie.
Millions of Americans across the country rely
on drinking water similarly threatened by in-
creasing levels of nutrient runoff, and the re-
sulting toxic algal growth. A recent study from
the USGS showed that algal toxins are
present in over s of all lakes nationwide. Ad-
ditionally, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy recognizes harmful algal blooms as a major
environmental problem in all 50 states, with
severe impacts on human health.

No one should ever have to worry that the
water coming from their tap is unclean and un-
safe, no matter if you’re in Toledo, Ohio, Flint,
Michigan, or anywhere else in this country.
This bill will make us all safer.

September 22, 2016

COMMEMORATING 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HUNGARIAN REVOLU-
TION

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, as you may
know, both of my parents fled Soviet-bloc
Communism for the promise of a better and
freer life here in America. With that in mind,
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution
of 1956. Ronald Reagan once said, “Com-
munism only works in two places: Heaven
where they don’t need it, and hell where they
already have it.” The Hungarian people, as
much as anybody, know this to be true. The
movement began on October 23rd, 1956 as a
student demonstration against Soviet-imposed
communist policies. The demonstration quickly
spread, attracting thousands. When a group of
student protestors were fired on by the State
Security Police, and one of the demonstrators
killed, the revolution began. Thousands orga-
nized into militias, battling the police and So-
viet troops in Budapest and across the coun-
try. The communist government quickly col-
lapsed and impromptu “workers’ councils” as-
sumed governance of the country. Though So-
viet forces eventually re-took control of the
country, the Hungarian Revolution was the
first major threat to Soviet control since the fall
of the Nazis, and signaled the beginning of the
end of the reign of Communism in Europe.
That is why | rise today, Mr. Speaker, to com-
mend the Hungarian people for their fight, and
ultimate victory, against Communism, and
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, | was one of the
earliest supporters of President Obama’s ne-
gotiations with Iran to prevent them from ac-
quiring nuclear weapons. | supported the con-
clusion of those negotiations which resulted in
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), a historic international agreement
which has already limited Iran’s nuclear activi-
ties. | strongly appreciate the President’s ro-
bust enforcement and monitoring of Iran’s
compliance with the JCPOA. During a long
vote series | mistakenly voted yes on H.R.
5461 when my intention was to vote against
this legislation. | oppose H.R. 5461 and any
other effort to undermine the JCPOA.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT
BUTT

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 22, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Robert Butt who passed
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