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Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight of the Knights
of Columbus—who has been a leader in draw-
ing attention to the plight of Christians in this
conflict—testified that “Repeatedly we hear
from Church leaders in the region that Chris-
tians—and other genocide survivors—are last
in line for assistance from governments.” We
can and must do better. To that end, H.R.
5961 requires the Administration to assess
and address the humanitarian vulnerabilities,
needs, and triggers to flee, of religious and
ethnic communities that were targeted for
genocide or otherwise severely persecuted. It
directs the Administration to fund entities that
are effectively providing assistance to these
communities and guarantees that faith-based
organizations on the ground are not excluded
from U.S. assistance.

One such example is the Chaldean Catholic
Archdiocese of Erbil, which provides assist-
ance to internally displaced families of Yezidis,
Muslims, and Christians, including food and
resettlement from tents to permanent housing,
as well as rental assistance, for Yezidis, med-
ical care and education to Yezidis and Mus-
lims through its clinics, schools, and univer-
sity—which are open to everyone. The Arch-
diocese provides some form of each of these
kinds of assistance to all of the estimated
10,500 internally displaced Christian families
in the greater Erbil region. Yet as it provides
these critical services, it has not received a
single penny from any government. H.R. 5961
is clear that the Administration must be sup-
porting entities, regardless of whether they are
faith-based, that are heroically providing as-
sistance to genocide survivors on the ground.

In recognition of the extraordinary suffering
of these religious and ethnic communities, and
their extraordinary vulnerability to persecution,
H.R. 5961 requires the Administration to cre-
ate a Priority Two, or “P-2,” visa category of
special humanitarian concern that would pro-
vide one additional avenue for genocide sur-
vivors to seek resettlement in the United
States through the U.S. Refugee Admissions
Program. It is important to note that this is not
a “fast track” to resettlement—P-2 applicants
undergo the same security screening as all
refugee applicants. But this special category
allows them to access an overseas interview
wherever the United States interviews refugee
applicants, without needing a referral from the
UN, an NGO, or a US Embassy, as is usually
the case.

This bill also addresses a critical factor that
will influence the continued presence of small-
er, vulnerable religious communities in Syria
and Irag beyond this conflict: accountability for
those who perpetrate heinous crimes against
them. H.R. 5961 directs the Administration to
prioritize supporting the criminal investigation,
prosecution, and conviction of perpetrators of
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes. These efforts will be focused on fund-
ing and supporting entities that are conducting
criminal investigations, building Syrian and
Iraqi investigative and judicial capacity, or col-
lecting and preserving evidence for eventual
use in domestic courts, hybrid courts, or inter-
nationalized domestic courts. Whether they
are members of the Assad regime, ISIS, or
some of the Popular Mobilization Brigades in
Iraq, there can be no impunity for individuals
who committed these dreadful crimes.

H.R. 5961 also directs the Administration to
identify gaps in our criminal statutes to facili-
tate the prosecution of American perpetrators,
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and non-Americans present in the United
States, of crimes against humanity and war
crimes.

Without accountability, without humanitarian
assistance reaching these religious and ethnic
communities, we risk losing the invaluable, an-
cient presence of these communities in these
countries altogether. This will feed violent ex-
tremism and dim the future of Iraq and Syria.

| urge my House colleagues to support this
measure that will deliver immediate assistance
to genocide survivors, help prosecute and
punish perpetrators, and invest in a sustain-
able future for these persecuted religious and
ethnic communities in the lands in which they
have lived for so many generations.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ED MORLAN
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the retirement of Mr. Ed Morlan of
Bayfield, Colorado. Ed has worked tirelessly
for decades to grow the economy of South-
west Colorado and provide opportunities for
countless families in his community to suc-
ceed and prosper.

Ed’s life of service started before his work in
local economic development when he fought
for his country in three tours in Vietnam. For
his actions he received a Purple Heart and a
Silver Star. Returning from Vietnam, Ed set
his sights on making a difference in his com-
munity, becoming a town board member of
Bayfield, CO, for five terms while also working
with the Region 9 Economic Development Dis-
trict of Southwest Colorado, a nonprofit organi-
zation that supports business startups, that
has given more than $19 million to advance
growth and opportunity in the region which en-
compasses five counties and two Indian Res-
ervations.

Through his hard work over 27 years, as
Executive Director of Region 9—a fledgling or-
ganization with a $30,000 deficit when Ed took
over in 1989. Ed has overseen an expansion
of the organization that now boasts an oper-
ating budget of close to $2 million dollars and
has for decades been instrumental in the eco-
nomic health of Southwest Colorado.

The mining industry in Silverton, CO has
faced several rounds of layoffs in recent dec-
ades. Ed’s work with Region 9 has helped to
offset many of these negative impacts by cre-
ating a thriving environment for small busi-
nesses. Through the years, under Ed’s direc-
tion, Region 9 has assisted businesses from
hardware stores, to ski areas, and even an
animal hospital.

Mr. Speaker, Ed Morlan is an outstanding
citizen of Colorado’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict. He embodies the spirit of entrepreneur-
ship and commitment to community that
makes this such a special place to live. With-
out Ed’s hard work, many rural businesses
would not be thriving today. Although Ed is re-
tiring from Region 9, he plans on continuing to
help the community. On behalf of the people
of Colorado’s Third District | want to thank Ed
for his work, and service to his country and
community. We wish him the very best in his
future endeavors.
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CELEBRATING “EDDIE GAEDEL
DAY”

HON. DENNY HECK

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to call the attention of my House col-
leagues to one of the most unusual careers in
our national pastime of baseball, one that
began and ended with just one trip to the plate
at Sportsman’s Park in St. Louis on August
19, 1951. In the bottom of the first inning, dur-
ing the second game of a Sunday afternoon
doubleheader against the Detroit Tigers, the
St. Louis Browns sent a pinch hitter to the
plate, 3'7” Eddie Gaedel, whose 65 pound
weight made him the shortest and lightest
player in Major League Baseball history.

Wearing the uniform of the Browns nine
year old batboy, Eddie drew a walk on four
straight pitches from Detroit pitcher Bob Cain,
and was replaced by a pinch runner. His one
day professional baseball career came to an
abrupt halt several days later when American
League president Will Harridge voided
Gaedel's contract. Nevertheless, his place in
baseball history was preserved in the record
books as one of the only players to have a
perfect 1.000 on base percentage for his en-
tire career. Eddie Gaedel's autograph is now
worth more than Babe Ruth’s, and the bat he
used in the game recently sold at auction for
over fifty thousand dollars.

St. Louis Browns owner Bill Veeck promised
Eddie Gaedel immortality when he signed him
to a contract to play for the Browns. In Spo-
kane, WA, an organization works annually to
help Eddie achieve the immortality he was
promised. Founded in 2011 at O’'Doherty Irish
Grille and Pub, the Eddie Gaedel Society,
Spokane Chapter No. 1 has launched a na-
tional campaign to make each August 19th
“Eddie Gaedel Fan Appreciation Day” in ball-
parks everywhere. The club is also seeking
Eddie Gaedel’'s induction into the Baseball
Hall of Fame, where his jersey bearing the
number 1/8 was displayed for many years be-
fore being returned to St. Louis, where it now
hangs in the St. Louis Cardinals Hall of Fame
and Museum. | am a proud honorary member
of that organization.

Several years ago, Spokane Mayor David
Condon declared August 19, “Eddie Gaedel
Day” and St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay did so
this year, the sixty-fifth anniversary of Eddie
Gaedel’s one day, four pitch baseball career.
In addition, the St. Louis Cardinals have made
their home game on Friday, September 9,
“Eddie Gaedel Bobblehead Night,” and will
give away thirty thousand of the miniature
statues of baseball’s smallest player to fans
who attend their home game against the Mil-
waukee Brewers.

Of particular note is the fact that the St.
Louis Browns batboy who literally gave Eddie
Gaedel the shirt off his back in August of 1951
so he could go to bat, Bill DeWitt, Jr., is now
principal owner of the St. Louis Cardinals. His
son, Bill DeWitt Ill, is the team president. The
DeWitt family’s involvement in professional
baseball in both St. Louis and other cities
stretches back over one hundred years. Bill
DeWitt, Sr. sold the St. Louis Browns to Bill
Veeck only weeks before Eddie came up to
bat, and was serving as the team’s general
manager at the time.
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Several days after his one day career
ended, Eddie Gaedel told a sportswriter “Any
young fellow dreams of being a big leaguer—
and that's what | consider myself. I've got a
Browns uniform with No. 1/8 on the back, a
glove, and a contract. I've spent all my life in
Chicago and never played ball, but I've always
wanted to. | made up for it by becoming a red
hot fan. I've followed the game for years.”

Mr. Speaker, Eddie Gaedel was the one
and only red hot fan who ever appeared in a
Major League Baseball game, drawing a walk
to first base and into the record books. On this
sixty-fifth anniversary of his historic achieve-
ment, | join with his many fans in Spokane, St.
Louis, and around the baseball world in a tip
of the cap to the immortal Eddie Gaedel. Take
a walk, Eddie.

HONORING KAYL AUCH
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Kayl Auch. Kayl is
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kayl has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kayl has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kayl
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Kayl built a tennis back-
board located at Bennett Park in Liberty, Mis-
souri, to allow people to practice tennis by
themselves, along with providing the Liberty
North High School tennis team the use of this
facility during their practice times and during
the off-season.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kayl Auch for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL LEONARD
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Daniel
Leonard, of Mount Ayr, lowa for earning the
Gold Medal in “Electrical Construction Wiring”
at the 2016 SkillsUSA competition.

SkillsUSA is a collaborative effort among
students, instructors and industry representa-
tives to ensure the nation has a skilled work-
force. The purpose of this championship is to
reward students for excellence, involve indus-
try professionals in directly evaluating stu-
dents’ performance and keep training relevant
to employers’ needs today. Daniel Leonard re-
ceived the highest score ever awarded at this
competition. He is a 2009 graduate of Mount
Ayr High School, and earned his Associate of
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Arts degree from Southwestern Community
College in Creston in 2011, completing his As-
sociate of Applied Science degree in electrical
technology in 2015.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Daniel
Leonard demonstrates the rewards of har-
nessing one’s talents and sharing them with
the world. His efforts embody the lowa spirit.
| am honored to represent lowans like him in
the United States Congress. | know that all of
my colleagues in the United States House of
Representatives will join me in congratulating
Daniel Leonard for his achievements and in
wishing him nothing but continued success.

HONORING DANIEL FOSTER
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Daniel Foster.
Daniel is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 378, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Daniel has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Daniel has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Dan-
iel has led his troop as the patrol leader on
two separate occasions. Daniel has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Daniel collected stuffed animals
and blankets for a shelter in the Kansas City
area for children who have been removed
from abusive situations.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Daniel Foster for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

IN HONOR OF MS. ANN JOHNSON
HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of my constituent, Ann Johnson, a re-
cipient of the Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.

This prestigious award is administered by
the National Science Foundation on behalf of
the White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy and recognizes outstanding
teachers across the country for their contribu-
tions to the teaching of mathematics and
science. Ms. Johnson was awarded the Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching for her dedication and
work at the Sageville Elementary School in
Dubuque, lowa.

Teachers like Ann enable students to realize
their potential and pave the path for the next
generation of doctors, engineers, and
innovators. On behalf of the Dubuque commu-
nity and the First District of lowa, | sincerely
thank Ann for her commitment to educating
our children in mathematics and science.
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Congratulations on this impressive award. |
am proud to represent Ann, an extraordinary
educator, in Congress.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE DOPE PROJECT
FOR INSPIRING MESSAGE ABOUT
FLINT

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing The Dope Project for the edu-
cational opportunities it has provided to Flint
high school students.

The Dope Project was founded in 2013 by
Fred Walker to teach youth how to be busi-
ness leaders of tomorrow. The Dope Project
stands for The Development of Positive En-
ergy Project. TDP allows high school students
to interact with business leaders as if they
were in the real workplace. The program of-
fers six-week workshops to teach business,
leadership, and life skills to students as well
as expose them to future career opportunities.

The most recent TDP workshop created a
commercial for the city of Flint. The commer-
cial was created by Flint teenagers and sends
an inspiring message about unity. The mes-
sage of the video focuses on fighting against
labels and not giving up on the city of Flint.

It is my honor to represent such active and
inspiring young members of our community.
The message shared by these Flint students
and TDP instills hope in the community of Flint
and anyone who views their video.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the work done by
The Dope Project, Mr. Walker, and all the stu-
dents involved in the program for their hard
work and the services they have provided for
the City of Flint.

———

TRIBUTE TO DONALD AND
MARILYN ROBERTS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 9, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Donald
and Marilyn Roberts on the very special occa-
sion of their 65th wedding anniversary.

Donald and Marilyn were married in the
summer of 1951 and make their home in Stu-
art, lowa. Their lifelong commitment to each
other and their family truly embodies lowa’s
values. As the years pass, may their love con-
tinue to grow even stronger and may they
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many more years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this lovely couple
on their 65 years of life together and | wish
them many more. | ask that my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me in congratulating them on this momen-
tous occasion.
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