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HONORING MR. CRAIG J. ROLISH 
OF JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Mr. Craig J. Rolish of Johnstown, Pennsyl-
vania. He is an Airforce veteran who served in 
Vietnam as an enlisted airman, and is a 2002 
recipient of the Four Chaplains Legion of 
Honor Award. 

In 1993, Craig was involved in the founding 
of the Veteran Community Initiatives (VCI). 
For the past 23 years, Mr. Rolish has been in-
strumental in the growth and credibility of the 
VCI’s efforts to enhance the lives and well- 
being of veterans and their families. 

As the Vice President-Treasurer, and origi-
nal Board Member, Mr. Rolish has been long 
involved in ensuring VCI assists in meeting 
the social and economic needs of the dis-
abled, disadvantaged, physically and mentally 
challenged, unemployed and underemployed, 
and current and previously incarcerated. 

Craig’s dedication to veterans and their fam-
ilies for more than 20 years has created a 
lasting legacy at VCI. 

Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvania values its vet-
erans, and it is my great pleasure to honor the 
man who has spent more than two decades 
building an organization that provides assist-
ance to those who have served in our armed 
military and their families. 

f 

HONORING JAMES CARMICHAEL 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my friend and a great American, 
James ‘‘Jim’’ Carmichael, of Wooster, Ohio. 
Our nation, the state of Ohio, and his beloved 
Wayne County lost a friend, a father, a hus-
band, and a dedicated public servant on July 
13, 2016. 

God, country, and family were Jim’s guiding 
stars. He was a man of incredible faith, integ-
rity, and love. Jim served in the Ohio Army 
National Guard from 1959 to 1964, and from 
1971 to 1979, he was the mayor of Shreve, 
Ohio. During this time he was president of the 
Wayne County Mayors Association and presi-
dent of the Shreve Friends of the Library. Jim 
was also a member of the Shreve Police and 
Fire Departments. He continued his public 
service as a member of the Wayne County 
Board of Elections from 1980 to 1999, and 
served as the board’s chairman from 1989 to 
1999; Jim also served as chairman of the 
Wayne County Republican Party from 1981 to 
2000. 

In 2001, Jim was elected to the Ohio House 
of Representatives, an office he held until 

2009. During his time in the legislature, he 
held a number of positions including Assistant 
Majority Whip, Majority Whip, and Assistant 
Majority Floor Leader. He also led as the 
Chairman of the House State Government 
Committee and Chairman of the Ohio House 
and Senate Cancer Caucus. After his tenure 
in the Ohio House of Representatives, Jim 
was elected Commissioner for Wayne County 
from 2009 until this year. Jim loved his com-
munity. He served as a Merit Badge Coun-
selor for the Boy Scouts’ Citizen in the Nation 
merit badge. He was also very proud to be a 
longtime fan of Tri-Way-Shreve School and 
sports, and loved to cheer on the home team. 

Jim is survived by his wife Carolyn, his 
daughters Keely and Debbie, grandchildren 
Matt, Lindsay, Jamie, Garrett, Grace, and 
Gavin; great-grandchildren, Aubrey, Gage, and 
Evelyn, and his sisters, Ruth Flinner and Jane 
Carmichael. 

I ask my colleagues in the House to join me 
in paying tribute to a reliable friend, a thought-
ful lawmaker, and very simply, a good man. 

f 

KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL RUGBY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Kingwood Girls’ Rugby 
Club 2015–2016 team for going undefeated in 
the regular season, making it to the state 
finals, and participating in the 2016 High 
School Division at the Penn Mutual Rugby 
Championship in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Their achievement is a testament to the dedi-
cation of head coach, Josh Dill, and assistant 
coach, Nick Carline, and the player’s work 
ethic. Balancing school and athletics is not an 
easy task and these student athletes work 
hard in the classroom and continually strive to 
improve their craft. The families, teachers, 
friends, and the entire community are very 
proud of the Kingwood Girls’ Rugby team. It is 
with great pleasure to recognize the members 
of the 2015–2016 Kingwood Girls’ Rugby 
team: 

Amber Balow 
Mckenzie Borchers 
Isabelle Haro 
Ella Hurley 
Avery Lobusch 
Delanna Martin 
Bryanna Matschiner 
Monica Reescano 
Katie Rozum 
Deja Steinbrecher 
Sierra Titus 
Jennifer Villanueva 
Taylor Welch 
Tori Wilson 
Nick Carline (assistant coach) 
Josh Dill (head coach) 
And that’s just the way it is. 

GOLD STAR FAMILIES VOICES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 4511, the Gold 
Star Families Voices Act, to commemorate the 
missing voices of American veterans who died 
as a result of their wartime service or were 
missing in action. In 2000, Congress created 
the Veterans History Project at the Library of 
Congress to turn the memories of our vet-
erans into history and to memorialize the lives 
of the heroes whose selfless sacrifice has 
contributed—and continues to contribute—to 
our collective understanding of who we are as 
Americans. 

After hearing of this remarkable project, my 
staff and I have sat down with over a dozen 
veterans from the 10th District of Georgia in 
order to properly document their brave serv-
ice. These dedicated men and women in uni-
form and their equally dedicated families 
shared their experiences, always with their pa-
triotism, commitment, and sacrifice at the fore-
front. 

Once again, I am awed by the inspirational 
people of the 10th District of Georgia, and I 
am honored to represent such heroic veterans 
in Congress. With the passage of H.R. 4511, 
we, as a Nation, commemorate the sacrifice of 
these families through the stories they share, 
aptly expanding and enhancing the collection 
of the Veterans History Project. 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MACEDONIAN INDE-
PENDENCE 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Macedonian-Amer-
ican community in honor of their homeland’s 
25th Independence Day. The people of the 
Republic of Macedonia voted on September 8, 
1991, to officially gain independence from the 
former Yugoslavia. By voting for independ-
ence, the people decided that it was time for 
their country to forge its own democratic path 
and to begin a new era in their history. This 
25th anniversary of their independence pro-
vides us all an opportunity to recognize the 
Macedonian-American community’s significant 
contributions within the United States. 

But first, I would like to ask for a moment of 
silence for the 24 victims of devastating floods 
that affected Macedonia’s capital Skopje 
(Scop-yay) last month, which left hundreds in-
jured and thousands displaced. Our own gov-
ernment provided over $50,000 in aid to help 
these flood victims and repair schools in time 
for the start of the school year. 
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Since 2001, Macedonia has been one of the 

staunchest allies of the United States in the 
War on Terror. Macedonia was the fourth and 
fifth largest contributor of troops, per capita, in 
the mission in Afghanistan. Macedonian troops 
guarded American troops at the compound in 
Kabul. And, Macedonia welcomed 50,000 and 
400,000 refugees during the wars in Bosnia 
and Kosovo, respectively. For a country of lit-
tle over two million, Macedonia has done its 
fair share and deserves to be in NATO. On 
that note, I ask that you join me, and 35 col-
leagues, in cosponsoring H. Res. 56 in sup-
port of Macedonia’s NATO accession as soon 
as possible. 

With American support, Macedonia has be-
come a model of stability in a region known 
for ethnic strife and tension. Up until earlier 
this year, Macedonia was struck with the un-
precedented refugee crisis facing Europe, as 
hundreds of thousands of migrants and refu-
gees fled war-torn countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa. In one year, an estimated 
one million migrants traveled through Mac-
edonia, and the country’s institutions orga-
nized an orderly response to the influx of peo-
ple, including organizing daily trains to ferry 
migrants from the southern to the northern 
border. If the partnership between the United 
States and Macedonia is to remain strong, the 
country needs our continued support. 

I also use this opportunity to urge Macedo-
nia’s leaders to continue strengthening their 
institutions and reforming its democracy and 
rule of law, especially following the slated De-
cember 11, 2016 elections, which will prove a 
true test of its democracy. 

As a way to recognize and strengthen this 
strategic U.S.-Macedonia partnership, I started 
the first Congressional Caucus on Macedonia 
and Macedonian-Americans. This Caucus is a 
bipartisan group of members of Congress 
dedicated to maintaining and strengthening a 
positive and mutually beneficial relationship 
between the United States and the Republic of 
Macedonia, as well as advocating for the con-
cerns and interests of the Macedonian-Amer-
ican community in the United States. 

Michigan’s 10th District has one of the larg-
est populations of Macedonian-Americans in 
the Nation. I would like to acknowledge their 
contributions to our District and our State, and 
I look forward to continuing that relationship as 
we deal with the problems facing our great 
Nation. 

Again, congratulations to all of Macedonian 
heritage for their achievements as we com-
memorate this important 25th anniversary of 
Macedonia’s independence. 

Long Live Macedonia (Da Zivee 
Makedonija) 

Long Live the United States (Da Zivee 
Amerika) 

f 

‘‘TURN THE PAGE’’ LITERACY 
INITIATIVE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, every sum-
mer youth without access to books lose aca-
demic skills, while those who are reading con-
tinue to make progress in developing their pro-
ficiency. Studies show that summer learning 

loss is a significant cause of the achievement 
gap between lower- and higher-income youth. 
Students from low-income households learn at 
the same rate as their peers while school is in 
session, but while middle- and upper-income 
students show slight gains in their reading per-
formance after the summer months, lower in-
come students experience a two-month loss in 
reading achievement. 

It is what teachers refer to as the ‘‘summer 
slide’’ or ‘‘summer setback.’’ This loss is cu-
mulative: while teachers spend 4 to 6 weeks 
re-teaching material to the students who have 
fallen behind over the summer, other students 
are progressing with their skills. The result? 
By the end of the sixth grade, children who 
lose reading skills during the summer are on 
average 2 years behind their peers. Even 
more startling is the conclusion of University of 
Nevada research, which has shown that stu-
dents without access to books are less likely 
to complete their basic education. 

The simple fact is that there are fewer op-
portunities for daily summer reading when 
both parents are away at work. Without ac-
cess to books, our kids fall behind. 

My daughter teaches English at Baylor Uni-
versity. She has dedicated her life to edifying 
the young people of this country by instilling in 
them a love for reading, and for the intellectual 
tradition it gives them access to. This love 
needs to start early, and the inheritance of 
that tradition should be accessible to all Amer-
icans. That is why I am proud of the efforts of 
KHOU and Star Furniture, who are rolling out 
a new community effort to increase the literacy 
rate in Houston. They are soliciting donations 
for the non-profit group ‘‘Books Between 
Kids,’’ which provides at-risk children with 
books that they can keep in their home. We 
need more programs like this in our country. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JAN BLACK 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend the remarkable personal and profes-
sional achievements of Dr. Jan Black, a great 
educator, selfless activist, and dear personal 
friend. Jan is at the same time a model Amer-
ican and a global citizen. Over the years she 
has devoted countless hours to local political 
campaigns for offices ranging from the Presi-
dent and Congress to city council and school 
board. Equally, she has been a tireless advo-
cate and traveled around the world on behalf 
of international education and human rights. 

Jan has taught for many years at the 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies in 
Monterey, California. She earned her BA in Art 
and Spanish from the University of Ten-
nessee. She earned her MA in Latin American 
Studies and PhD in International Studies at 
the American University School of Inter-
national Service in Washington DC. 

Jan’s international experience includes Sen-
ior Associate Membership at St. Antony’s Col-
lege, Oxford University; Fulbright, Mellon and 
other grants and Fellowships in South Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, and India; on-site or short- 
term teaching and honorary faculty positions in 
several Latin American countries, and exten-
sive overseas lecturing and research. She was 

also a Peace Corps Volunteer in Chile and a 
faculty member with the University of Pitts-
burgh’s Semester-at-Sea program. 

Jan was a research professor in the Division 
of Public Administration, University of New 
Mexico, and editor and research administrator 
in American University’s Foreign Area Studies 
Division. She has also served on some two 
dozen international editorial and non-govern-
mental organization boards and has published 
numerous articles and books, including most 
recently a 2009 book titled ‘‘The Politics of 
Human Rights Protection.’’ 

In 2011, Jan was elected to the Board of Di-
rectors of Amnesty International USA, she is a 
member of the Advisory Boards of the Inter-
national Political Science Association’s Com-
mittee on Civil-Military Affairs; the Global Stud-
ies Program of California State University, San 
Jose; and the PhD Fellowship Program of the 
U.S. Inter-American Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in recognizing Dr. Jan Black for her re-
markable personal and professional achieve-
ments. The world is a better place because of 
her efforts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH BIRTHDAY 
OF THE CITY OF MIAMI SPRINGS 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the city of Miami Springs on the oc-
casion of its 90th birthday. 

Miami Springs was founded in 1926 by avia-
tion pioneer Glenn H. Curtiss. Since that time, 
Miami Springs has grown to be home to 
14,000 Floridians who prize the town for its 
small-town feel and civic amenities. 

Miami Springs has been distinguished with 
several awards. In recognition of the historic 
nature of the town and numerous buildings 
and memorials that illustrate Florida history, 
the city was designated a ‘‘Preserve America 
Community’’ by former First Lady Laura Bush 
in 2008. Today, visitors and residents can tour 
over twenty historic sites. Additionally, Miami 
Springs has been certified as a Tree City USA 
since 1993. 

For 90 years, Miami Springs has profited 
from and contributed to the community sur-
rounding Miami International Airport. The city 
is a vibrant part of South Florida, and con-
tinues to be a wonderful place to live, raise a 
family, and open a business. I am proud to 
have collaborated with the thriving City of 
Miami Springs, and look forward to partnering 
with its leaders for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
the City of Miami Springs on this auspicious 
milestone, and I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing this exceptional city. 

f 

CONSTITUTION WEEK 2016 

HON. TOM RICE 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2016 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to submit the following proclama-
tion: 
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