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Chief Dyer has been committed to commu-
nity policing since becoming the Chief of Po-
lice on August 1, 2001. He has made it a pri-
ority of the Department to build strong relation-
ships with the community, and instill trust be-
tween the officers and the people they serve.
These efforts have even been recognized na-
tionally for their effectiveness. Under Chief
Dyer, the Department’s block parties, forums
and numerous community events have helped
build trust between the residents and the offi-
cers.

Under his leadership, the Fresno Police De-
partment has been in the forefront of imple-
menting the reforms proposed by President
Barack Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century
Policing. By employing new technologies,
Chief Dyer has made the Fresno Police De-
partment more effective than ever before.

During his time as the Chief of Police, Dyer
and the Department have been acknowledged
on many occasions for their achievements. In
2005, Chief Dyer was awarded the Excellence
in Public Service Award, which is sponsored
by The Fresno Bee, The Fresno Business
Council, and the Maddy Institute at California
State University, Fresno. That same year, the
Department would become nationally accred-
ited through the Commission on Accreditation
for Law Enforcement Agencies; something
only fourteen other agencies in the state have
achieved. The Department was also granted
the prestigious California Highway Patrol Com-
missioner's Award for its traffic safety efforts.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Chief Jerry Dyer in celebration
of this great achievement. It has been a pleas-
ure to work with Chief Dyer in serving the
community we both love. We are lucky to
have someone who has put in a great effort to
make the Fresno Police Department one of
the state’s top law enforcement agencies. |
ask that you join me in wishing Chief Dyer
continued success.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, on September 6,
2016, | was away from the Capitol and was
unable to vote on any legislative measures on
this date.

On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 5578, the Survivors’ Bill of Rights Act,
Roll Call Vote Number 479, had | been
present | would have voted yes.

On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass,
as Amended, H.R. 3881, the Cooperative
Management of Mineral Rights Act, Roll Call
Vote Number 480, had | been present | would
have voted yes.

DAWN BAUER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 7, 2016
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and applaud Dawn Bauer,
a teacher at the Carson Elementary School in
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Denver, CO, for her 2016 Presidential Award
for Excellence in Mathematics and Science
Teaching (PAEMST).

The PAEMST program, administered by the
National Science Foundation on behalf of the
White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, recognizes outstanding teach-
ers for their contributions to the teaching and
learning of mathematics and science. Dawn
has been an active teacher at the Carson Ele-
mentary School and now in the College and
Career Readiness Office at Denver Public
Schools has played an integral role in ensur-
ing her students are prepared with critical
thinking and problem-solving skills that are
vital to their future success.

Dawn’s dedication to teaching and commit-
ment to her students serve as a role model for
other teachers and is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Dawn Bauer for her PAEMST Award and for
representing the great State of Colorado on a
national level. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PETER
CHOU VANG

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Lieutenant Colonel
Peter Chou Vang who passed away May 4,
2016. He was 82. Vang Chou was a re-
spected leader in the Hmong American com-
munity, whose contributions spanned decades.

Vang Chou was born on April 5, 1938 in the
Phac Lac village of Laos to Xia Chong Vang
and Xay Lo. Vang Chou completed primary
education and went on to receive his Certificat
d ’Etudes Primaires Complementaires (French
High School Diploma). From an early age he
was known as a benevolent man, providing for
many members of his extended family. Vang
Chou made the decision not to pursue his
education further, due to his family’s financial
hardship and in order to help his mother pro-
vide for his seven half siblings. At the age of
20 he became a national police officer in
Laos.

1961 was an eventful year for Vang Chou.
He began his service as a first Air Guide offi-
cer for the CIA and married his wife May
Yang. Vang Chous’s intricate knowledge of
the terrain led to his service as a guide for
aerial missions during the Vietnam War. His
flying career included 116 aerial missions. In
1968, he was wounded in battle, leaving him
partially paralyzed in his right arm. Vang Chou
then became the commander of the joint oper-
ation center at Long Tien Air Base. He quickly
earned the respect of his Hmong, Thai and
American counterparts.

Following the end of the war, Vang Chou
and his family arrived in the United States as
refugees in 1976. The family relocated to
Santa Ana, California before eventually set-
tling in Merced County. He initially found work
as a machinist, before joining the program to
assist newly arrived refugees with resettle-
ment. He was one of the founding members of
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Merced Lao Family Community, Inc.—an orga-
nization that was founded to serve the South-
east Asian immigrant community. He was in-
strumental in founding similar organizations in
California and the Western United States. Ac-
cording to historian Noah Vang, he was a sig-
nificant member of the community and played
a role in building the strong and thriving
Hmong community we know today.

Vang Chou is survived by his wife, May
Yang Vang; their children, Maly, Wayne,
Maykou, Bee and Mayko; twelve grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me on this day in a moment of silence in
memory of the life and service of Lieutenant
Colonel Peter Chou Vang. He will be remem-
bered as a hardworking man, who went above
and beyond in the service of his community.
His leadership and dedication to the Hmong
community will be missed.

———

IN HONOR OF LOUDOUN COUNTY
DISTRICT JUDGE TOM HORNE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to recognize the tremendous work of my
constituent Tom Horne, a 2016 honoree at the
Loudoun Laurels Gala. Judge Horne exempli-
fies the very best of the traditions of public
service, stewardship, and personal contribu-
tions to the life and history of Loudoun Coun-
ty. His dedication to a high standard of con-
duct allowed him to remain honest and loyal
while making a positive impact in the legal
community.

Mr. Horne graduated from Muhlenberg Col-
lege in Allentown, Pennsylvania in 1965, and
went on to attend the Marshall-Wythe School
of Law at the College of William and Mary. He
served as a Commonwealth’s Attorney for
three years before taking the bench in 1982.
Chief Judge Thomas D. Horne retired after
over 21 years, having served longer than any
other judge in the Loudoun County Circuit.

In addition to his long and distinguished leg-
acy as a judge, Judge Horne was a driving
force in education as well. He established the
20th Judicial Circuit's Law Camp, a landmark
educational experience of young people con-
sidering a career in the law. The Law Camp
gives students interested in the legal sphere
an opportunity to interact with professionals in
both a classroom lecture and moot court set-
ting.

Judge Horne is a keen preservationist and
has diligently protected and served Loudoun
County’s historic courthouse building in Lees-
burg. He is also a member of the Board of the
Friends of the Thomas Balch Library.

Mr. Speaker, | now ask that my colleagues
join me in thanking Judge Thomas Horne for
the outstanding services he provided to the
United States throughout his long-lasting ca-
reer. | wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors.
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TRIBUTE TO NORMA AND JACK
POPE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Norma and Jack
Pope of Council Bluffs, lowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 60th wedding anniver-
sary. They were married May 26, 1956 at St.
John Lutheran Church in Council Bluffs, lowa.

Norma and Jack’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their children, Scott and Julie,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, truly
embodies lowa values. As they reflect on their
60th anniversary, | hope it is filled with happy
memories. May their commitment grow even
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish,
and honor one another for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and | wish them
many more. | know my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives will
join me in congratulating Norma and Jack on
this momentous occasion.

————

MINNESOTA MOURNS FOR JACOB
WETTERLING

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, on October
22, 1989 a heinous, evil crime was committed
against a young boy. For nearly twenty-seven
years that unsolved crime devastated a family,
terrorized a community, and has haunted the
people of Minnesota.

The young boy was eleven-year-old Jacob
Wetterling of St. Joseph, MN and this week
we finally learned the truth. Jacob was ab-
ducted and murdered by a sexual predator
who is presently facing federal child pornog-
raphy charges.

For twenty-seven years the disappearance
and uncertainty of Jacob’s whereabouts un-
leashed a mix of emotions—grief, anger, sad-
ness, but always there was hope. Jacob’s
mother and father—Patty and Jerry
Wetterling—never gave up hope. They in-
spired hope and compassion from the un-
imaginable pain of losing their son. Patty’s ad-
vocacy on behalf of missing and exploited chil-
dren has made her a national expert and a
leading national voice for laws and policies
that keep children safe. Not only has she dedi-
cated her life to bringing Jacob home, but she
has made protecting families and children her
mission. Patty is a woman with incredible
courage, strength, and determination whom |
admire and respect.

In 1989, Jacob’s disappearance transfixed
Minnesota. My own household was no dif-
ferent. My son was Jacob’s age and my
daughter a few years younger. We all wanted
to see Jacob come home. | feared for my chil-
dren’s safety. Parents were afraid and so were
children all across Minnesota.

It is with much sadness and grief that we
now know that Jacob was murdered soon
after he was abducted. His remains have been
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found. The truth has been revealed. And, the
Wetterling family can bring their son home and
mourn for him with all the love, dignity and re-
spect that Jacob deserves.

May Jacob now rest in peace and may the
prayers of all Minnesotans give the Wetterling
family comfort during this difficult and sad
time. And, this October 22nd, as | have every
year since his disappearance, | leave a light
on to remember Jacob and all the children
who are still missing.

———

IMPROVED EMPLOYMENT  OUT-
COMES FOR FOSTER YOUTH ACT
OF 2016

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, along with
my colleagues Mr. REICHERT, Mr. DOGGETT,
Mr. DAvis of lllinois, and Mr. REED, | am proud
to introduce today the Improving Employment
Outcomes for Foster Youth Act, which pro-
vides federal tax incentives to private sector
employers that hire youth transitioning from
the foster care system to independence.

The outcomes for transition age foster youth
in this coup are heartbreaking: half are unem-
ployed at age 24; half will spend time in a
homeless shelter; and 70 percent will be reli-
ant on government assistance after emanci-
pating from foster care. The federal govern-
ment has both an economic and moral interest
in improving outcomes for these youth.

In 2008, we passed the Fostering Connec-
tions to Success and Increasing Adoptions
Act, which recognized the challenges faced by
youth transitioning out of foster care and en-
ables them to continue to receive supports
and services until they turn 21. In passing that
bill our goal was not to extend dependency on
the foster care system, but rather to use the
additional time spent in extended foster care
to help them become independent. While ex-
tended foster care is providing a critical lifeline
for thousands of youth across the country,
more needs to be done to help these youth
connect with career opportunities and attain
self-sufficiency.

A key strategy will be engaging the private
sector in this effort. There is a developing
partnership in California between the nonprofit
iFoster, public child welfare agencies, commu-
nity-based organizations, and the grocery in-
dustry to create an employment pipeline for
foster youth that is already demonstrating
great success in preparing foster youth for
competitive work, and supporting them on the
job to ensure retention and promotion. The Im-
proving Employment Outcomes for Foster
Youth Act will make transition age foster youth
categorically eligible for the Work Opportunity
Tax Credit (WOTC), an existing federal credit
that provides incentives to businesses to hire
employees from certain populations with spe-
cific employment challenges. In doing so, this
bill will help encourage other sectors to follow
the grocery industry’s lead in hiring and invest-
ing in our nation’s foster youth and starting
them on a successful career path.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to advance this important legislation.

September 7, 2016

HONORING OLYMPIC GOLD
MEDALIST KELSI WORRELL

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Olympic gold medalist Kelsi Worrell,
of the Third Congressional District, in her re-
cent accomplishments at the 2016 Summer
Olympic Games in Rio, and to commend her
for her outstanding dedication to the sport of
swimming.

Kelsi, who is a resident of Westampton,
worked diligently to help the United States
Women’s Swim Team win a gold medal in the
women’s 4x100m medley relay. In addition to
her great accomplishment at the Summer
Olympic Games, Kelsi has continued to be a
role model for so many young children with
aspirations of greatness. Her hard work and
determination has instilled a great sense of
pride within the local communities of South
Jersey. Her achievements exhibit the great
pride with which Kelsi represents herself and
the United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
honored to have Olympic gold medalist Kelsi
Worrell as a member of their community, who
has shown a desire to represent her nation
with great honor and has worked continuously
to do so to the best of her ability. | am hon-
ored to recognize her accomplishment and
dedication to her sport, before the United
States House of Representatives.

DAN PIKE
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 7, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Dan Pike for
receiving the West Chamber’'s 2016 Jefferson
County Hall of Fame Award.

An active Colorado conservationist, Dan
began advocating for the environment in 1976
when he opened an office for the Nature Con-
servancy and drafted the first ever Colorado
conservation easement. Since then, Dan has
continued to defend the environment as a
founding member of both the Mountain Area
Land Trust in Evergreen and Gunnison
Ranchland Conservation Legacy and as re-
tired president of Colorado Open Lands.
Under Dan’s leadership, Colorado Open
Lands has made vast contributions to the pro-
tection of open space, preserving five thou-
sand acres of Jefferson County land overall.

Dan’s civic achievements include Vice Chair
of the Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts, Chair
and Founder of the Mountain Area Land Trust,
and a legislative member of the Colorado
Conservation Easement Tax Credit Task
Force. In 2015, Dan received the Friend of
Open Space Award from the Palmer Land
Trust for his recent efforts to protect southern
Colorado. Recently, Dan has been working on
the Jeffco Vision 2020 plan as well as coach-
ing youth sports.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Dan
Pike for this well-deserved recognition by the
West Chamber.
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