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known in our community as anyone and often-
times when | would join her for an appearance
at one of these events, individuals would ap-
proach me to share how much they appre-
ciated Nicki’'s active participation and un-
equaled dedication to the people of our Dis-
trict.

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues in this
Chamber know, we are regularly pulled in
many directions as we try to represent the
nearly 800,000 constituents in our Districts.
Oftentimes, it is our staff, serving behind the
scenes, helping to ensure those constituents
get prompt attention as they maneuver
through the bureaucratic hurdles that regret-
tably get in the way. There is not a member
of this esteemed body who wouldn’t be proud
to have Nicki Cardwell on their team, and her
service has certainly been a blessing for me.
She is a loyal, caring, and compassionate indi-
vidual whose commitment to Missouri’s Fifth
District will be sorely missed. As she retires to
spend more time with her family and loved
ones, | encourage my colleagues to join me in
recognizing her lifetime of dedication to our
community and country and wishing her con-
tinued success. The people of Missouri’s Fifth
District, including me, are better off because of
Ms. Nicolina R. Cardwell.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF
RODNEY JONES

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chief Rodney Jones of the Fontana Po-
lice Department for his 35 years of service to
the Inland Empire.

Chief Jones began his career as a public
safety official in 1981 and has since served in
various capacities to lead police activity in the
City of Fontana where his work throughout the
years has earned him praise from both his
peers and residents of the community. Chief
Jones’ leadership has also garnered him nu-
merous commendations from national, state,
and local police organizations for his out-
standing service. All of these accolades high-
light his extraordinary commitment to public
safety, which has greatly benefited the people
of our region.

Chief Jones’ distinguished career in law en-
forcement is further bolstered by his role as
head of the Fontana Police Department.
Throughout his tenure as Chief of Police, he
administered many reforms that have en-
hanced public safety in the region. His accom-
plishments include overseeing a $12 million
expansion of Fontana’s police headquarters
and implementing modern police procedures
to improve operations in the area.

On Friday, February 5th, Chief Jones will re-
tire from the Fontana Police Department. He
will be missed by the community. | thank him
for his contributions to our region and wish
him the best in his future endeavors.

For his many contributions to the Fontana
Police Department and other achievements, |
would like to recognize Chief Rodney Jones.
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CONGRATULATING RONNIE
METSKER

HON. KEVIN YODER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate my good friend Ronnie Metsker
for his appointment to serve the State of Kan-
sas as Johnson County Election Commis-
sioner.

Ronnie is honest, trustworthy, sincere, and
a true gentleman.

He served with me as a member of the
Kansas State House of Representatives from
2006 to 2009.

He’s been a long-time member of both the
Overland Park and Northeast Johnson County
Chambers of Commerce, as well as on the
Shawnee Mission Rotary Board of Directors,
working to bring more jobs and better pay-
checks to the community.

He’s fought for the best education for our
children and future generations on the Shaw-
nee Mission School District Committee for Ex-
cellence.

But most of all, he is my friend.

| want to thank Ronnie for making Johnson
County a better place over the course of dec-
ades of hard work on behalf of the community.

| should also mention Ronnie’s wife, Susan,
is a member of my district staff. Together
these two make a great team and much have
dedicated their lives to public service.

There is no better person to ensure the in-
tegrity of the elections in our county.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of this great body, |
send heartfelt congratulations to Commis-
sioner Metsker.

HONORING GRANT CORKILL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Grant Corkill.
Grant is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1412, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Grant has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Grant has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Grant
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Grant planned and led
the construction of a perch pole at Smithville
Lake for eagles and other birds to rest on
within easy sight for bird-watchers.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Grant Corkill for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE USO

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the 75th anniversary of the
United Service Organizations Inc. (USO). The
USO is a shining example of what can be
achieved by an organization committed to
serving those who wear the uniform. Through-
out its proud history, the USO has served mil-
lions of servicemembers and their families, en-
suring that our Nation’s heroes remain con-
nected to their communities and families wher-
ever their service to our country may take
them.

As Thomas Jefferson wrote during his time
as the United States Ambassador to France,
“No society is so precious as that of one’s
own family.” The brave men and women who
choose to serve our Nation, to protect and up-
hold our Constitution, understand that their de-
cision may lead to extended absences from
their loved ones. While they take on this sac-
rifice without asking for anything in return, the
USO was founded on the belief that, when the
military mission takes our servicemembers
away from their loved ones, we have a duty to
support them by keeping them connected to
their family, their home, and our country.

The USO was formed during one of the
most challenging periods in our history. With
the United States on the brink of entry into
World War I, President Franklin Roosevelt
brought together six private organizations—the
YMCA, YWCA, National Catholic Community
Service, the National Jewish Welfare Board,
the Traveler's Aid Association and the Salva-
tion Army—to create a new organization whol-
ly dedicated to maintaining the bonds of family
and comforts of home. In response, these or-
ganizations pooled their resources, and, on
February 4, 1941, the USO was born.

As American servicemembers began fight-
ing in World War Il, the USO teamed up with
Coca-Cola to provide every servicemember
with the taste of home, and they also estab-
lished the world famous USO show concept.
From 1941 to 1947, an incredible 428,521
USO shows were performed, and by the end
of World War Il more than 1.5 million Ameri-
cans had volunteered on the USO’s behalf.

Building on their incredibly successful efforts
during World War II, the USO has accom-
panied our troops during wartime in Korea,
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, and
Irag. In Korea, not a single day passed without
a USO show for the troops, while in Vietnam
the USO’s 17 centers in Vietnam and six in
Thailand served more than a million
servicemembers a month, including with the
famous Bob Hope USO Christmas shows. In
recognition of their work, the USO entered into
a memorandum of agreement with the Depart-
ment of Defense in 1987, which recognized
the USO as the principal channel representing
civilian concerns for servicemembers world-
wide.

Today, the USO, with the support of 30,000
volunteers and 600 employees, provides serv-
ices, entertainment, and programs at more
than 180 locations worldwide. From Afghani-
stan, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and
Djibouti, to Germany ltaly, Japan, South
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Korea, and Guam, and of course right here at
home, USO centers are visited more than 7
million times a year by servicemembers and
their families. These USO centers allow trav-
eling servicemembers and their families to
have a place to enjoy some of the comforts of
home, and they are an integral part of the
USOQO’s success.

Mr. Speaker, assisting our servicemembers
and fighting for our veterans as Chairman of
the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
as Founding Co-Chair of the USO Congres-
sional Caucus is my greatest honor serving in
Congress. The men and women who put on
the uniform choose a life of selflessness, put-
ting their service to our Nation above all else.
As a grateful Nation, we have a duty and re-
sponsibility to support them in any way pos-
sible, and there is no greater example of civil-
ians coming together to show our recognition
and support for our servicemembers than the
USO. The USO keeps our brave men and
women in uniform driving on, while adhering to
that simple promise made by President Lin-
coln so many years ago: “To care for him who
shall have borne the battle.” My wife Vicki and
| congratulate the USO on their 75th anniver-
sary, and thank the dedicated volunteers and
all those who work with the USO to help show
our Nation’s eternal gratitude to our
servicemembers and their families “until ev-
eryone comes home.”

—————

IN HONOR OF PASTOR WILLIE E.
MANLEY

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Pastor Willie E. Manley, a true leader
and servant of the community of San Diego.
Pastor Manley passed away on Friday, Feb-
ruary 2, 2016, in his beloved city of San
Diego.

Pastor Manley was born in 1933 in Ste-
phens, Arkansas. In 1966, he left his con-
gregation in chilly Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to
conduct a revival in San Diego. On May 4,
1973, he started his pastoral duties at the
Greater Life Baptist Church of San Diego,
which he founded and served as pastor emer-
itus.

Pastor Manley was well known throughout
the church and civic community for his hon-
esty and integrity. Many residents in the San
Diego community would call on him for an-
swers and solutions. He was a man of great
strength and courage. One who did not boast
of himself, but rather, humbly gave his all to
the people. Under his leadership, the Greater
Life Baptist Church congregation has grown
from forty-five to over three hundred members,
giving many a safe place to come together
and worship.

Pastor Manley was also a dedicated public
servant and an incredibly active member of
our community. He spent several years as a
member of my staff when | was a
Councilmember in the City of San Diego and
as district staff to former Member of Congress,
Randall Duke Cunningham.

Pastor Manley was a relentless champion
for civil rights. He was the president and first
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ever vice president of the San Diego branch of
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP). His commitment
was recognized globally and he was honored,
in 2003, with the very prestigious Ambassador
of Peace Award. The award is given to an in-
dividual who has promoted goodwill among all
peoples without respect to one’s race, creed,
color, religion, or national origin. Pastor
Manley did not only promote these values at
home but also traveled extensively across the
country and around the world promoting spir-
itual and religious harmony.

Pastor Manley was an outstanding indi-
vidual, husband, father, preacher and friend to
many. He was considerate, genuine and de-
voted to making this world a better, more just
place. His leadership is sure to leave a lasting
legacy. He will be missed by his family—his
wife and seven children, and his San Diego
community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained during four votes of the
second series on February 3, 2016. Had |
been present, | would have voted “No” on the
amendment offered by Mr. ISSA to H.R. 1675,
“No” on the amendment offered by Mrs.
MALONEY to H.R. 1675, “No” on the Motion to
Recommit with Instructions, and “Yes” on final
passage of H.R. 1675, the Encouraging Em-
ployee Ownership Act of 2015.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, |
was detained and unable to cast my vote. Had

| been present, | would have voted “no” on
Roll Call Vote 61.

HONORING GREEK AMERICAN
EDUCATORS

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor three remarkable and distinguished
members of the Greek Orthodox community in
the Tampa Bay area. These three Greek
American educators continually demonstrate
excellence in transmitting the value of Hellenic
education to the next generation of scholars,
tying historic Hellenic values and culture to to-
day’s contemporary policy and cultural discus-
sions in the United States. Together, these
scholars promote and enhance the teaching of
our incredible culture and affect a change that
enhances Hellenism throughout the world.
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The V. Rev. Fr. James Rousakis, Vicar for
Western Florida, is a dear friend from Saint
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Tarpon
Springs, Florida, who demonstrates a tireless
effort to preserve the Greek-American Ortho-
dox values and instill the Hellenic culture to
the next generation of Greek-Americans. He
has served the Orthodox faithful in Rochester,
New York; Atlanta, Georgia; Portland, Maine;
Indianapolis, Indiana; Clearwater and now Tar-
pon Springs, Florida. With his boundless en-
ergy, Father James has helped to foster in-
credible growth in the membership and min-
istries at Holy Trinity.

The Honorable Steve Christopoulos is a re-
markable educator and coordinator who con-
tinually puts forth a dynamic effort to organize
almost a dozen charter schools in the Florida
community. Born in  Akovos, Greece,
Christopoulos moved to the United States at
the age of twelve and his family settled in
Lynn, Massachusetts. After a rewarding career
in commercial real estate, Christopoulos
began his current leadership of Superior
Schools, which operates numerous schools of
choice throughout the Tampa area. His un-
wavering commitment to excellence sets him
apart in the world of challenging and sup-
portive educational environments. His dedica-
tion to Hellenic values and the superior learn-
ing environments he has created consistently
produces outstanding citizens and
Philhellenes.

Mrs. Catherine Diacogianni is a heralded
educator who has contributed to our local
Tampa Greek communities by teaching the
Greek language and cultural history for over
thirty years. After studying and working for the
Red Cross in Athens early in her life,
Diacogianni moved to Florida in 1977 and
dedicated her life to teaching the Greek lan-
guage to future generations as well as her
peers. Despite a consistent tenure at Holy
Trinity Greek School, Diacogianni also estab-
lished the St. Stephanos Greek School in St.
Petersburg where she worked tirelessly as
teacher and director for 14 years. | am con-
stantly in awe of Diacogianni’s untiring efforts
and passion to educate everyone she comes
in contact with about the significance of Hel-
lenic history and language so that it may live
on in our community.

| commend the Federation of Hellenic Amer-
ican Educators and the Greek Teacher Asso-
ciation of Florida for highlighting these three
pillars of our community, and | hope every
American can learn from and emulate the de-
termined efforts of these extraordinary edu-
cators.

———————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call
vote number 50 on Feb. 2, 2016, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted NO.
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