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decades ago when The Daily Times was
owned and published by the late, great Tutt
Bradford. It didn’t take me long to see what
a giant Dean was in terms of the passion he
felt for his beloved community and for good
journalism. Dean became, and will remain,
one of Blount County’s greatest treasures,
and I will always be proud to claim him as a
friend for whom I have great respect and af-
fection.”

“It’s hard to express how humbled and ap-
preciative I am to have had the opportunity
to work with Dean, day in and day out, the
past five years,”” Publisher Carl Esposito
said. ‘‘As he’s done his entire career, he’s
contributed greatly to our success during
that period, and I'm grateful he’ll continue
to contribute as editor emeritus. He’s be-
come not only a valued and trusted col-
league, but a great friend as well.”

Stone arrived at what was then The Mary-
ville-Alcoa Daily Times on June 19, 1948, but
did not begin his full-time journalism career
until 1949, when he was named editor of the
paper’s first Sunday edition. The Sunday edi-
tion was short-lived—published from Feb-
ruary through June of that year—but Stone,
who was then named managing editor, began
laying the groundwork for a career that has
spanned more than 66 years.

WORKING JOURNALIST

“I’'ve been very well blessed with the peo-
ple I’ve been associated with at The Times
over the years,” Stone said. ‘“‘I’ve enjoyed
my time here. This is my birthplace. It’s my
home county.”

As for his own personal success, he at-
tributes that to a trait many leaders with
successful careers fields share.

“I feel blessed in that I've had a deter-
mination to work. Now that comes not from
seeking recognition, but from achievement,
knowing that I've done something worth-
while,” Stone said. ‘“I’'ve received a lot of
really nice recognitions, but I worked be-
cause I feel like there’s a need for all humans
to work and earn our keep. I'm thankful that
I've been driven by that all these years, and
still am.”

NEWSPAPER OF RECORD

Under his direction in 1953, The Maryville-
Alcoa Times won the University of Ten-
nessee’s State Press award for Public Serv-
ice. Since then, it has captured literally hun-
dreds of state and regional awards.

In 1955, Tutt S. Bradford became the fifth
owner of Blount County’s newspaper of
record, and Stone was there to greet him.

In 1988, Stone was named editor.

In December 1989, the Bradford family sold
The Daily Times to Persis Corp., a Honolulu-
based newspaper group headed by Thurston
Twigg-Smith, publisher of The Honolulu Ad-
vertiser. Persis Corp. was also owner of The
Knoxville Journal, what was then a daily
newspaper. Stone greeted them, and said
goodbye to both: The Journal ceased publica-
tion on New Years Eve 1991, and Persis Corp.
later sold The Daily Times to Horvitz News-
papers, headed by Peter Horvitz.

In 2010, Jones Media Inc., a Greeneville-
based family newspaper group with deep
roots in Tennessee journalism, purchased
The Daily Times. Stone, with his deep appre-
ciation of community and history, was here
to greet them.

(In December 1989, when the company that
owned The Knoxville Journal purchased The
Daily Times from the Bradford family, the
late Phyllis Cable greeted this journalist in
the newsroom with the words, ‘I hope they
know they bought a tremendous amount of
goodwill when they bought this newspaper.”
I learned over the following years that a
huge amount of that goodwill came through
the work of Dean Stone.)

YEARS OF SERVICE

Over the years, Stone has served in numer-
ous nonprofit organizations, even outlasting
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some of them: president and campaign chair
of United Way of Blount County; president of
Maryville-Alcoa Jaycees and Alcoa Kiwanis;
board member of Great Smoky Mountains
Heritage Center, Little River Railroad Mu-
seum, Sam Houston Schoolhouse, Hillbilly
Homecoming, Passion Play, Friendsville
Academy, Townsend Chamber of Commerce;
deacon in Maryville First Baptist Church,
and chaired publication of a history of
Chihowee Baptist Association churches.

He founded and co-founded numerous com-
munity organizations, including the Empty
Pantry Fund, in 1952, and Leadership Blount,
which in 2002 awarded him the Community
Leadership Award.

Stone has received countless other awards,
including Blount County’s Pride of Ten-
nessee Award, the Distinguished Alumni
Award from the University of Oklahoma,
special recognition from the director of the
National Park Service, and the Tennessee
Air National Guard’s highest award, the
Minuteman Award.

He was longtime chairman of the Ten-
nessee Great Smoky Mountains Park Com-
mission, member of the Tennessee Historical
Commission, and the Southeastern Regional
Council of the National Parks Conservation
Association. In 2003, Stone was presented the
Tennessee Outstanding Achievement Award
for service on state commissions, and in 2006
he was recognized for his community service
with a joint state Senate and House resolu-
tion.

PRESERVING HISTORY

In 2007, he was awarded the East Tennessee
Historical Society’s first Professional
Achievement Award for his ongoing preser-
vation of local history, most recently
through a series of books entitled, ‘‘Snap-
shots of Blount County History.”’

During his journalism career, he has twice
served as president of Tennessee Associated
Press Managing Editors, is a lifelong mem-
ber of the Society of Professional Journal-
ists, a 50-year member of the Professional
Photographers of America, and author of a
newspaper handbook, ‘‘Newspapers: Making
the Most of the News Department.”’

And perhaps the award that says it all is
this: In 2013, Stone was in the inaugural
group of those inducted into the Tennessee
Journalism Hall of Fame.

Stone once told an interviewer, ‘“To be per-
fectly honest with you, probably the last
thing I ever thought I'd do would be to end
up writing.”

Quite an accomplishment for something
that was the ‘‘last thing’’ on his mind.

———

GRATITUDE FOR THE SERVICE OF
NORBERTO SALINAS

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, |, along with
House Judiciary Committee Chairman BoB
GOODLATTE of Virginia, would like to honor
Norberto Salinas for his nearly nine years of
dedicated service to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. Norberto’'s work in advising and
crafting policy on intellectual property, state
taxation, arbitration, sports law, and many
other issues were invaluable to the Com-
mittee.

A proud native of Arlington, Texas, Norberto
came to the Committee after practicing law in
the District of Columbia. He earned his Bach-
elor's degree from Wabash College and grad-
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uated from the University of Michigan Law
School. During law school, he interned at the
Michigan Poverty Law Program, which pro-
vides support services to legal aid programs
throughout Michigan, and the Lawyers Com-
mittee for Civil Rights Under Law. He contin-
ued his passionate work for legal services on
the Committee, where he served as the lead
counsel and liaison to the Legal Services Cor-
poration, a critical federally-funded program
that provides grants for civil legal assistance
to the indigent.

He played an important role on budget and
appropriations issues for the Committee. He
also organized forums for the Committee on
the impact certain budget proposals and the
Federal shutdown and sequestration would
have on the provision of justice in the United
States.

Throughout his tenure with the Committee,
Norberto worked with his colleagues across
the aisle on a wide variety of bills. He was re-
sponsible for helping guide several legislative
measures including remote sales tax, the Fair-
ness in Nursing Home Arbitration Act, the Mo-
bile Workforce State Income Tax Simplification
Act, the Innovation Protection Act, the Open
Book on Equal Access to Justice Act, and up-
dates to the Internet Tax Freedom Act. He
also worked on regulatory and arbitration pro-
visions in several comprehensive legislative
proposals, including the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act
and the 2008 Farm bill.

Norberto’s friendly nature, work ethic, and
expertise earned him the respect and admira-
tion of his colleagues on both sides of the
aisle. He has been a valued member of the
Committee’s staff.

We are grateful to have had the opportunity
to work with Norberto. Norberto and his talents
will be sorely missed by the Committee. We
wish him well in his future endeavors.

——————
IN HONOR OF ASSISTANT CHIEF
MARK DANT’S RETIREMENT

FROM THE CARROLLTON POLICE
DEPARTMENT

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mark Dant for his thirty-eight years of
public service, ending this month as an Assist-
ant Chief for the Carrollton, Texas Police De-
partment. Prior to his service with the
Carrollton Police Department, Mark served
four years in the United States Air Force and
two and a half years as a firefighter with the
Dallas/Ft. Worth International Airport Depart-
ment of Public Safety. For the last thirty-two
years, Mark has been serving and protecting
the people of Carrollton as a Patrol Officer,
Detective, Patrol Sergeant, Lieutenant, and
Assistant Chief of Police.

Mark’s service to the community isn’t limited
to his direct roles for the Carrollton Police De-
partment, far from it—he and his family have
become national leading advocates for pa-
tients of rare diseases. It is through this work
that | have had the distinct pleasure of work-
ing with Mark for almost ten years. Mark and
his wife Jeanne are parents of one child,
Ryan, who currently attends the University of
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Louisville. In 1992, their son Ryan was diag-
nosed with the then terminal genetic disease
Mucopolysaccharidosis (MPS Type 1). Shortly
after learning of this diagnosis, Mark founded
The Ryan Foundation to raise funds for devel-
oping treatments for the disease. The Dant
family’s first fundraising effort, a bake sale,
netted $342. The foundation has come a very
long way since that first bake sale, much to
the tenacious determination of Mark Dant. Mil-
lions of research dollars over the years have
been donated to scientists searching for treat-
ments to help those afflicted with the various
forms of MPS. The Ryan Foundation’s efforts
spearheaded the funding for the first MPS En-
zyme Replacement Therapy—Aldurazyme.
Ryan Dant is the longest treated person in the
world on Aldurazyme, which to date is ap-
proved to treat children with MPS in more than
75 countries. What all started as a bake sale
in Carrollton has blossomed into helping chil-
dren with a previously untreatable disease all
around the world.

To help support the tireless efforts of the
Dant family and the countless individuals, | in-
troduced the Ryan Dant Health Care Oppor-
tunity Act, H.R. 1441 in the 111th Congress.
Much to the hard work of Mark Dant and his
family, this legislation achieved over fifty bipar-
tisan cosponsors. Mark’s advocacy for individ-
uals afflicted by rare diseases will not cease
anytime soon—he is expanding upon the initial
volunteer efforts of a heartfelt concerned fa-
ther many years ago, and will now serve as
the Executive Director of the National MPS
Society in Durham, North Carolina. | can think
of no one better suited or well qualified for this
position than Mark. Though the people of
Carrollton are losing one of their finest public
servants, countless affected individuals will
now have the best person they could ever ask
for leading the efforts in developing treatments
and awareness for MPS.

| ask for all of my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Mark Dant on his well-earned
retirement from the Carrollton Police Depart-
ment. | wish Mark, and the Dant family much
new success with the National MPS Society.

——————

HONORING POLICE SERGEANT
STEVEN HENDERSON ON THE OC-
CASION OF HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE HAMPTON POLICE DE-
PARTMENT AFTER 30 YEARS IN
LAW ENFORCEMENT

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Sgt. Steven
Henderson on his retirement after 30 years of
service with the Hampton Police Department,
and thank him for the outstanding work he did
during his career.

Sgt. Henderson’s continuous progression
within the law enforcement ranks during his
time exemplifies his intelligence, positive atti-
tude, and commitment to protecting and serv-
ing his community with the utmost profes-
sionalism. It's clear that Sgt. Henderson
leaves an example of strong leadership and
compassion for others to emulate in his wake.

It is with great admiration that | congratulate
Sgt. Henderson on his retirement, and wish
him the best on all future endeavors.
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H.R. 1675, THE CAPITAL MARKETS
IMPROVEMENTS ACT AND H.R.
766, THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
CUSTOMER PROTECTIONS ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this week,
| voted against H.R. 1675, the Capital Markets
Improvements Act and H.R. 766, the Financial
Institution Customer Protections Act—both
missed opportunities to garner the strong bi-
partisan consensus needed to appropriately
refine our nation’s financial oversight rules.

While | am sympathetic to concerns of small
businesses, and remain ready to work with my
Republican colleagues to address those con-
cerns, | continue to support strong, targeted
oversight of our financial markets. Strong con-
sumer and market protection regulations, ad-
ministered by the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), are needed to prevent the
risky practices that badly damaged our econ-
omy during the Great Recession. These rules
are also necessary to put a stop to the preda-
tory lending practices and financial gimmickry
that wreaked havoc on the economic security
of Oregon’s working families.

These two bills exemplify the Republican
leadership’s unwillingness to work with Demo-
crats to strengthen our nation’s financial over-
sight. It is clear that these bills were unneces-
sarily partisan, making them unpalatable in the
Senate and veto targets for President Obama.
While there are elements of H.R. 1675 that |
have voted for in the past and continue to
support, the bill that was brought to the floor
yesterday included poison pills, like requiring a
review and full commission vote on every
major rule every 10 years under full Adminis-
trative Procedure Act-style requirements would
severely hinder the SEC’s ability to monitor
markets and protect investors. The vast major-
ity of Democrats rejected a similar proposal in
the previous Congress. Today, the Financial
Services Committee leadership forced a par-
tisan vote on H.R. 766 by including provisions
that would restrict the ability of government
watchdogs to investigate and hold accountable
those who perpetrate financial wrong-doing.

Appropriate financial rules should protect
American families and the broader economy
without being unduly burdensome to small
businesses and innovative entrepreneurs.
When the Administration misses this mark, it
is my hope that Congress can work in a con-
structive, bipartisan manner to refine regula-
tions, tailoring them to strike an appropriate
balance between business and consumer
needs. Unfortunately, this week’s efforts fail to
meet that standard.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on February 3,
2016, | was unable to be present to cast my
vote on the Carolyn B. Maloney of New York
amendment to H.R. 1675. Had | been present
for rollcall No. 59, | would have voted “AYE.”
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF COMMANDER AXEL W. SPENS

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Commander Axel W.
Spens’s retirement and twenty-two years of
service in the United States Navy.

Commander Spens is a native of Morgan-
town, West Virginia, and most recently served
as the commanding officer of Naval Recruiting
District (NRD) Atlanta. He graduated in 1994
from David Lipscomb University in Nashville,
Tennessee, with a degree in American Studies
and he received his commission in the U.S.
Navy from Vanderbilt University NROTC. In
1993, he was recognized as a NAIA Academic
All-American athlete in cross country. In 2000,
he received a Master of Public Administration
degree from Valdosta State University.

Commander Spens completed submarine
training at Naval Nuclear Power School in Or-
lando, Florida, Nuclear Power Training Unit in
Charleston, South Carolina, and the officer
basic course in Groton, Connecticut. He
served as a division officer in USS West Vir-
ginia in Kings Bay, Georgia, as the Navigator
in USS Florida in Bangor, Washington, and
the Combat Systems Officer in both USS
Newport News in Norfolk, Virginia, as well as
in USS La Jolla in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. His
most recent sea assignment was as the exec-
utive officer on USS Cheyenne in Hawaii. He
has completed two Mediterranean deploy-
ments, two Western Pacific deployments and
seven strategic patrols.

Commander Spens has also served as an
instructor and class director at the Naval Nu-
clear Power School in Charleston, South
Carolina, at the Bureau of Naval Personnel in
Millington, Tennessee, the operations officer at
Submarine Squadron One at Pearl Harbor,
and as a Navy Legislative Fellow on the per-
sonal staff of Congressman Jack Kingston. His
most recent assignment was on the Navy Staff
as the Executive Assistant for the Director of
Undersea Warfare.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
Commander Axel Spens and to celebrate his
many years of hard work and dedication to the
United States Navy.

————

HONORING MR. AND MRS.
BUCHENAUER OF MANCHESTER,
NH ON CELEBRATING THEIR 65TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 4, 2016

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
express my congratulations to Mr. and Mrs.
Buchenauer of Manchester, New Hampshire
for recently celebrating their 65th anniversary.
After 65 years of marriage, | applaud their
dedication and commitment to one another.
It's clear they have both been exemplary
members of our community, and | wish them
the best in all future endeavors.
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