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Technical College of Missouri as of July 1, 
2014. Throughout the name changes for the 
college, Dr. Claycomb stated, ‘‘We have main-
tained the main purpose of preparing students 
for the workforce.’’ 

At Dr. Claycomb’s hiring, the original board 
members charged him with specific goals, 
which he attributes to his success while presi-
dent of the college. They first asked him to im-
prove staff morale which Dr. Claycomb pas-
sionately started working on and believes it is 
a continuous process. Secondly, he was 
tasked with developing sound financial prac-
tices for the college. In the years that Dr. 
Claycomb has been president, there have 
been strong audits for the college. Their third 
goal was to continue the effort to define the 
college as a legal entity that is separate from 
the Linn R–2 school system. These goals 
helped Dr. Claycomb successfully lead the 
college into what it is today. 

In 2015, Dr. Claycomb was chosen as one 
of the few to receive the Missouri Pioneers in 
Education from the Missouri State Board of 
Education and the Missouri Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Education. This was 
awarded to him in acknowledgement of over 
fifty years of an outstanding career and con-
tributions to public education. At the 2016 
commencement at State Technical College of 
Missouri, Dr. Claycomb received an honorary 
degree from the college. Also at commence-
ment, it was announced that the Information 
Technology Center would be renamed the Dr. 
Donald M. Claycomb Information Technology 
Center. Dr. Claycomb’s wife Linda’s statement 
explains why these awards were given, ‘‘This 
wasn’t a job for Don Claycomb, Don lives and 
breathes this place. It’s in his blood.’’ 

Dr. Claycomb will get to spend more time 
with his family now that he is retired. He will 
celebrate his 27th wedding anniversary this 
summer with his wife, Linda. She holds a doc-
torate and teaches nursing education at Co-
lumbia College at the Columbia and Lake of 
the Ozarks campuses. Dr. Claycomb has ap-
preciated his wife understanding his job and 
the time it took him away from the family. Dr. 
Claycomb and Linda have five children and 
five grandchildren. He looks forward to spend-
ing more time with them. In addition to his 
family, Dr. Claycomb enjoys collecting antique 
tractors, reading books, and gardening. These 
hobbies will fill his days now that the new 
president has taken the helm of State Tech-
nical College of Missouri. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Dr. 
Claycomb on his retirement from State Tech-
nical College of Missouri after twenty-three 
years of commitment to the college, students, 
and community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM C. OSTENDORFF 

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the distinguished career of 
Captain William C. Ostendorff, who recently 
completed his second term as a Commis-
sioner at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC). After a varied and distin-
guished career as an engineer, legal counsel, 

policy advisor, and naval officer, Captain 
Ostendorff now departs the NRC to return to 
teaching at the United States Naval Academy. 

Prior to his appointment to the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission, Captain Ostendorff 
served at the National Academies where he 
was the Director of the Committee on Science, 
Engineering, and Public Policy. He was also 
the Director of the Board on Global Science 
and Technology. He came to the National 
Academies after serving as Principal Deputy 
Administrator at the National Nuclear Security 
Administration from April 2007 until April 2009. 
From 2003–2007, Captain Ostendorff was a 
member of the staff of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee. There, he served as counsel 
and staff director for the Strategic Forces Sub-
committee with oversight responsibilities for 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s atomic en-
ergy defense activities as well as the U.S. De-
partment of Defense’s space, missile defense, 
and intelligence programs. 

Captain Ostendorff was an officer in the 
United States Navy from 1976 until he retired 
in 2002 with the rank of Captain. During his 
naval career, he served on six submarines, in-
cluding command of the USS Norfolk from 
1992–1995. While in the Navy, he also served 
as Director of the Division of Mathematics and 
Science at the United States Naval Academy. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in systems engi-
neering from the United States Naval Acad-
emy, law degrees from the University of Texas 
and Georgetown University, and is a member 
of the State Bar of Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Captain Ostendorff for 
the duty and honor he has consistently dis-
played throughout his years of outstanding 
service to our nation. His unparalleled experi-
ence and knowledge of nuclear security and 
defense issues have made him an invaluable 
resource for our nation, and we are truly better 
off because of his service. I wish him all the 
best as he returns to the United States Naval 
Academy. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GENERAL 
MILLS 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate and honor General Mills for 
their 150th year of hard work, leadership and 
community service in the food and service 
sector. General Mills, then named the Min-
neapolis Milling Company, first began when 
Cadwallader Washburn opened his first flour 
mill in Minneapolis. John Crosby joined eleven 
years later and together they reorganized 
business practices that farmers deemed un-
fair. They soon won the Gold Medal at the 
international Miller’s Exhibition, which inspired 
them to name their flour ‘‘Gold Medal’’. The 
company has since expanded to a highly suc-
cessful multi-national food corporation that has 
also tried its hand in the restaurant, toy, and 
fashion industries. 

In 1928, the name changed to General 
Mills. The same year the company had 5,800 
employees with annual sales of $123 million 
mostly due to their strongest products of 
Softasilk cake flour and Wheaties cereal. By 
1928, General Mills was the largest flour mill-

ing company in the world. General Mills’ diver-
sification and technology allowed them to 
produce military equipment and dehydrated 
food for World War II mobilization efforts. By 
the 1990’s, General Mills went international, 
competing in European and Mexican markets. 

General Mills shares its wealth of food ex-
pertise through philanthropic work to increase 
food security, advance sustainable agriculture 
and protect our natural resources. In 2015, its 
foundation donated 20 million meals. General 
Mills strives to ensure the world’s watersheds 
are restored and protected, and to increase 
the world’s pollinator populations. General 
Mills has partnered with many non-profit orga-
nizations in pursuing these goals. 

From Betty Crocker to the Pillsbury Dough 
Boy, General Mills is responsible for some of 
our most iconic food brands. Whether it is a 
box of Cheerios, a can of Crescent Rolls, or 
a bag of Gold Medal Flour, nearly every Amer-
ican household can claim to have a General 
Mills product. Without a doubt, General Mills 
will continue to innovate and develop offerings 
that meet our nation’s palate preferences and 
nutritional needs. I am proud to represent the 
congressional district where General Mills was 
started and remains today. I congratulate Gen-
eral Mills and its hardworking employees for 
their accomplishments and lasting legacy. 

f 

HONORING MS. SANDY ELLES 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Sandy Elles, the 2016 re-
cipient of the Napa County Farm Bureau Dis-
tinguished Service Award in honor of her serv-
ice as the Executive Director for the past fif-
teen years. 

A native of Burlington, New Jersey Ms. Elles 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
from American University and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Urban Planning from Rutgers Univer-
sity. After moving west to California, Ms. Elles 
built a successful career as both a business 
leader and public servant. 

Ms. Elles worked with Blue & Gold Fleet in 
San Francisco from 1981 until 2001, while 
also serving on the Cotati City Council from 
1990 to 1998. During that time, she received 
the prestigious American Planning Association 
award for Distinguished Leadership from an 
Elected Official, and the Sonoma County Con-
servation Council recognized Ms. Elles as the 
1996 Environmentalist of the Year. 

After retiring from Blue & Gold Fleet, Ms. 
Elles served as Executive Director of the Napa 
County Farm Bureau from 2001 until June 
2016, providing guidance to Napa Valley farm-
ers. Under her direction, the Napa County 
Farm Bureau won the California Farm Bureau 
Federation Golden State Hall of Fame Award 
for the best County Farm Bureau in both 2009 
and 2010. 

Ms. Elles has also been a leader in many 
other community organizations, including the 
Napa Chamber of Commerce and Jack L. Da-
vies Napa Valley Agricultural Land Preserva-
tion Fund. She was also an instrumental figure 
in launching ferry service to the San Francisco 
Giants downtown ballpark from 1998 to 2000. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Elles has led an impres-
sive career in both business and public serv-
ice and has dedicated her time and skills to 
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ensuring the success of our community’s agri-
culture industry. Therefore, it is fitting and 
proper that we honor her here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SACRIFICE OF LORNE AHRENS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I want to recognize the life 
and sacrifice of a selfless public servant, Sen-
ior Corporal Lorne Ahrens. On July 7th, 2016, 
Lorne Ahrens was one of five Dallas officers 
fatally shot during a protest in downtown Dal-
las. The shooting was a calculated and sense-
less act of violence intended to tear our com-
munity apart. But the resilience of Lorne 
Ahrens’ loved-ones will hold this community 
together. And they find their inspiration in the 
memory of the man they loved. 

Lorne Ahrens was a Senior Corporal in the 
Dallas Police Department, where he served for 
fourteen years. He worked for a time in the 
dangerous and unpredictable job of serving 
warrants, where a simple knock on the door 
could escalate into a life-threatening situation. 

Before moving to the Dallas area, Ahrens 
served in the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for eleven years. For part of that time, 
he was a law enforcement technician, 
inputting and dispatching calls to the station, a 
demanding job that required fast thinking and 
professional calm. Colleagues in the Los An-
geles Sheriff’s Department remember Ahrens 
as a professional who supported his team-
mates, and as a joyous personality to work 
with. 

The Los Angeles area was his home. He 
even played semi-professional football there. 
Ahrens moved to the Dallas area because he 
married Katrina Ahrens, a Texas girl and a fel-
low police officer. They moved to Texas to-
gether to start their beautiful family, which now 
includes a ten year old daughter and eight 
year old son. 

Lorne Ahrens was a big man. He stood at 
6′5′′ and weighed 350 pounds. Yet, anyone 
who saw him interact with his family knew the 
biggest thing about him was his heart. He 
loved to roll on the floor with his kids, making 
sure they had as much fun as possible when 
they were with their Dad. In fact, when he was 
not taking them fishing or to the movies, he 
often went to his daughter’s school to talk 
about policing and safety. 

Mr. Speaker, we lost a truly honorable pub-
lic servant, friend, and father when Lorne 
Ahrens’ life was taken. Today, I would like to 
thank him for his bravery and sacrifice, send 
my love to his family, and honor him in Con-
gress. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call no. 404, on July 12, 2016, I was un-
avoidably detained off of the House floor. 

Therefore, I was unable to cast my vote on 
the motion to adjourn. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

f 

MAJOR GENERAL ALLEN E. 
BREWER 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Major General Allen E. 
Brewer, the retiring Assistant Adjutant General 
of the Mississippi Army National Guard. 
Through General Brewer’s role as Assistant 
Adjutant General, he is responsible for devel-
oping and implementing all programs and poli-
cies impacting the Mississippi Army National 
Guard, which consists of nearly 10,000 citizen 
soldiers. 

General Brewer was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant, Field Artillery, on July 16, 
1979, through the Officer Candidate School, 
Mississippi Military Academy. He has served 
in command and staff positions at every level, 
including: Company A, 2d Battalion, 20th Spe-
cial Forces Group; Battalion Commander, 2d 
Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group; Com-
mander, 154th Regional Training Institute; 
Deputy Commander, 155th Armored Brigade 
Combat Team in Kalsu, Iraq from April 2005 
to March 2006; and Commander, Special Op-
erations Detachment—South, in Afghanistan 
from November 2011 to March 2012. 

I was privileged to serve with Major General 
Brewer during our combat tour in Iraq in 2005. 
As Deputy Commander of the 155th Brigade 
Combat Team, Colonel Brewer was a trusted 
and respected member of the Brigade Leader-
ship Team. His calm and confident demeanor 
earned him the respect and admiration of 
leaders and soldiers in the Dixie Thunder Bri-
gade. 

Major General Brewer has continued to use 
his effective leadership style to inspire and 
lead the soldiers of the Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard. He is a mentor and leader to a 
generation of soldiers in the Mississippi Army 
National Guard. 

As Major General Brewer retires from his 
military career, I wish him the best in his fu-
ture endeavors. I am confident Major General 
Brewer will continue to be a leader in the fu-
ture. I am privileged to have been able to work 
with Major General Brewer and call him a 
friend and mentor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REV. DR. HARRY L. 
SEAWRIGHT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the election of Reverend Dr. 
Harry L. Seawright as Bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Rev. Seawright 
is the longtime pastor of the Union Bethel 
A.M.E. Church in Brandywine, Maryland. 

A fourth-generation A.M.E., Rev. 
Seawright’s first pastoral appointment was 

with the Payne Memorial A.M.E. Church in 
Jessup, Maryland, followed by service to the 
Hemingway Temple A.M.E. Church in Wash-
ington, D.C. In 1986, Rev. Seawright assumed 
his position at Union Bethel A.M.E. Church, 
which he has served longer than any other 
pastor in the congregation’s history. 

During his three decades of service, Union 
Bethel has expanded dramatically and has a 
significant presence in the community. In addi-
tion to serving as Union Bethel’s pastor, Rev. 
Seawright is the author of several books, in-
cluding More Than Bricks and Mortar: Building 
a Church without Losing Your Mind, and Don’t 
Faint: Help for Hurting Pastors and their Fami-
lies. He earned his Bachelor’s degree from 
Benedict College in Columbia, South Carolina 
and his Master and Doctor of Ministry degrees 
from the Howard University School of Divinity. 

Rev. Seawright has long been deeply in-
volved in the community. In addition to serving 
as a spiritual leader, he is an entrepreneur, 
community leader, world traveler, author and 
family man. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
expressing to him our congratulations on his 
election to this distinguished position and our 
gratitude for all he has done to touch the lives 
of others. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LEONARD SUGGS 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of my friend and a 
true American patriot, Mr. Leonard Suggs. 

Born in Cumberland County in 1945, Leon-
ard never met a stranger. Everyone that ever 
has the pleasure of meeting him is left with a 
smile on their face. Leonard’s warm person-
ality lights up any room and his infectious 
humor often leaves everyone in stitches. Un-
commonly kind, Leonard measures his suc-
cess in life not by career accomplishments, of 
which there are many, but rather by the lives 
he touches and his connections with friends, 
neighbors, and especially the soldiers sta-
tioned at Ft. Bragg. 

Throughout his lifetime, Leonard Suggs has 
constantly devoted his time in the service of 
others and he does everything he can to make 
the world a better place. By staying actively in-
volved in the Fayetteville community, Leonard 
has created a legacy for which we all are 
grateful. As an unrelenting supporter of our 
men and women in uniform, Leonard has 
served as Bragg Special Activities Committee 
Secretary Treasurer for nearly 30 years. I am 
convinced you will never find a more patriotic 
American who is so committed to helping our 
soldiers and their families. 

Leonard Suggs was recently diagnosed with 
a terminal form of cancer and has elected to 
stop receiving treatment in preparation to 
leave this Earth in peace. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the entire Suggs family as we 
celebrate and honor this remarkable man. It is 
my hope that Leonard lives out the remainder 
of his days in the comfort of the Lord knowing 
that while his time on Earth may be nearing 
an end, his legacy will live on in the hearts 
and minds of all of those he touched. 

I will personally always cherish the time I 
have spent with Leonard at Ft. Bragg and vis-
iting our men and women in uniform around 
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