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whom he married on September 11, 1999, 
and his children, Ryley, Bailey, Halley, 
Kassidey and Owen. He leaves also his par-
ents, Richard and Diane; his sister, Jill (Ken-
neth) Ferrone; father-in-law, Gordon Bickle; 
brothers-in-law, Greg and Kevin Bickle; niece, 
Madison; nephew, Miles Ferrone; and his fam-
ily of firefighters. He also leaves his dogs, 
Toby, LuLu, Sophie Mae, and Kooper. 

Charitable even through his death, John 
was a Lifebanc donor. He will be sadly missed 
by the community to which he gave so much. 
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CELEBRATING SPECTROLAB’S 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TONY CÁRDENAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 
Spectrolab, located in Sylmar. 

Spectrolab was founded in 1956 by Mr. Al-
fred E. Mann, a noted entrepreneur, inventor, 
and philanthropist. 

Spectrolab is the world’s leading manufac-
turer of solar cells and solar panels for space. 
Having manufactured more than 6.5 million 
solar cells, Spectrolab has powered more than 
600 satellites and exploration vehicles. 

The technology and products developed by 
Spectrolab have been a part of our nation’s 
first ventures into space, including Pioneer 1 
in 1958 and Explorer 6 in 1959. 

Its solar panels were placed on the moon 
during the Apollo 11 mission in 1969. 

In 2004, Spectrolab received NASA’s 
George M. Low Award for Supplier Quality 
and Excellence and had multi-junction cells in-
ducted into the Space Technology Hall of 
Fame by the United States Space Foundation. 

Spectrolab’s solar cells power the Inter-
national Space Station, the largest spacecraft 
in orbit. They recently set a new record with 
its advanced solar cells, powering Juno, 
NASA’s interplanetary probe, on a mission to 
Jupiter. 

With more than 80 percent of all law en-
forcement aircraft and helicopters in the 
United States using Spectrolab’s Nightsun 
searchlights, this Sylmar Company has also 
made a difference in cities across the country. 

Spectrolab’s contributions to the San Fer-
nando Valley and the space industry are truly 
commendable. 

I applaud the record of unparalleled accom-
plishments in space exploration, illumination, 
and solar cell technology and satellite devel-
opment. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF UNITED WAY OF LAKE 
AND SUMTER COUNTIES 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to recognize the tireless service and 
earnest dedication of United Way of Lake and 
Sumter Counties as they celebrate their 50th 
anniversary. 

Since 1965, United Way of Lake and Sum-
ter Counties has collaborated with community 
partners to empower individuals and families 
in Lake and Sumter Counties to achieve their 
maximum potential through education, income 
stability, and healthy lives. In 2016, United 
Way of Lake and Sumter Counties will invest 
more than $273,295 in 14 education, income 
and health programs in Lake and Sumter 
Counties. In addition, United Way of Lake and 
Sumter Counties community investments in-
clude $345,000 to fund other programs includ-
ing: 2–1–1, Family Emergency Services, the 
Human Care Network, and the Volunteer Tax 
Assistance program. 

I am pleased to recognize the selfless work 
of United Way of Lake and Sumter Counties 
and their altruistic aspiration to improve our 
communities and help our neighbors. May 
their example inspire many to follow in their 
footsteps. 
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IN HONOR OF THE HUMANITARIAN 
EFFORTS OF KIMSE YOK MU 
(KYM) 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give recognition to the non-profit organization 
Kimse Yok Mu (KYM). This Turkish based 
international organization has successfully pro-
vided developmental and humanitarian aid 
through enlisting the help of 180,000 volun-
teers worldwide in over 113 countries. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating the 
amazing achievements of this great organiza-
tion. 

Established in 2002, KYM has been able to 
aid over 200,000 families within Turkey and 
even millions more around the world. Their ef-
forts include helping bring clean water to 17 
African countries through the creation of 1,622 
fresh water drinking wells, providing cataract 
surgery to 25,577 people on the African con-
tinent, as well as helping orphaned children in 
56 countries. 

KYM has been granted United Nations 
ECOSOC Special Consultative Status as an 
international charity, as they are credited with 
providing different sources of aid through med-
ical services, social services, disaster relief, 
humanitarian services, educational programs, 
and sustainable infrastructure development. 
KYM is known to quickly respond to natural 
disasters through its sophisticated monitoring 
system and efficient work ethic. 

The KYM has significantly changed millions 
of people’s lives for the better, and on behalf 
of the people of the United States and New 
Jersey we thank them immensely for their hu-
manitarian efforts. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Roll Call votes 453, 454, and 455 held on 
July 13th, 2016, I was inescapably detained 

handling important matters related to my Dis-
trict and the State of Alabama. If I had been 
present, I would have voted NO on the Palmer 
amendment, NO on the Gosar amendment, 
and NO on the Perry amendment to the 
FY2017 Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Bill. 

f 

HONORING SUSAN E. STRICKLER 
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE CURRIER 
MUSEUM OF ART IN MAN-
CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my congratulations to Susan Strickler 
on her retirement after 20 years with the 
Currier Museum of Art in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, and thank her for the outstanding 
work she did during her career. 

Ms. Strickler’s commitment to expanding ac-
cess to great art to the residents of New 
Hampshire and building on the strong reputa-
tion the Currier has had in New England and 
beyond has been outstanding. Her efforts to 
bring in new modern exhibits, while also high-
lighting the timeless beauty of more historical 
and revered works has helped to broaden the 
appeal of the museum to new generations. 

She has not only helped to promote and ex-
pand access to the arts in New Hampshire, 
but also to solidify the Currier as an important 
landmark in the City of Manchester, with the 
expansion of its grounds and buildings. 

It is with great admiration that I congratulate 
Ms. Strickler on her retirement and all that 
she’s accomplished in her career, and wish 
her the best on all future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING STATE TECHNICAL COL-
LEGE OF MISSOURI PRESIDENT 
DR. DON CLAYCOMB ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Dr. Don 
Claycomb. He retired as President of State 
Technical College of Missouri on June 30, 
2016. Dr. Claycomb dedicated over two dec-
ades of service to the college. Dr. Claycomb 
is currently the longest-serving public college 
president in Missouri. 

At the beginning of his career, Dr. Claycomb 
was a high school agriculture teacher and FFA 
advisor. During those years of teaching, Dr. 
Claycomb was introduced to State Technical 
College of Missouri. During the years Dr. 
Claycomb has been president there have 
been numerous name changes for the college. 
When he first started working there in 1993, 
the name was Linn Technical Junior College; 
it was then changed to Linn Technical Col-
lege. Then in 1996, the name was changed to 
Linn State Technical College. In 2013, the 
Missouri General Assembly passed HB 673 
that would change the college’s name to State 
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Technical College of Missouri as of July 1, 
2014. Throughout the name changes for the 
college, Dr. Claycomb stated, ‘‘We have main-
tained the main purpose of preparing students 
for the workforce.’’ 

At Dr. Claycomb’s hiring, the original board 
members charged him with specific goals, 
which he attributes to his success while presi-
dent of the college. They first asked him to im-
prove staff morale which Dr. Claycomb pas-
sionately started working on and believes it is 
a continuous process. Secondly, he was 
tasked with developing sound financial prac-
tices for the college. In the years that Dr. 
Claycomb has been president, there have 
been strong audits for the college. Their third 
goal was to continue the effort to define the 
college as a legal entity that is separate from 
the Linn R–2 school system. These goals 
helped Dr. Claycomb successfully lead the 
college into what it is today. 

In 2015, Dr. Claycomb was chosen as one 
of the few to receive the Missouri Pioneers in 
Education from the Missouri State Board of 
Education and the Missouri Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Education. This was 
awarded to him in acknowledgement of over 
fifty years of an outstanding career and con-
tributions to public education. At the 2016 
commencement at State Technical College of 
Missouri, Dr. Claycomb received an honorary 
degree from the college. Also at commence-
ment, it was announced that the Information 
Technology Center would be renamed the Dr. 
Donald M. Claycomb Information Technology 
Center. Dr. Claycomb’s wife Linda’s statement 
explains why these awards were given, ‘‘This 
wasn’t a job for Don Claycomb, Don lives and 
breathes this place. It’s in his blood.’’ 

Dr. Claycomb will get to spend more time 
with his family now that he is retired. He will 
celebrate his 27th wedding anniversary this 
summer with his wife, Linda. She holds a doc-
torate and teaches nursing education at Co-
lumbia College at the Columbia and Lake of 
the Ozarks campuses. Dr. Claycomb has ap-
preciated his wife understanding his job and 
the time it took him away from the family. Dr. 
Claycomb and Linda have five children and 
five grandchildren. He looks forward to spend-
ing more time with them. In addition to his 
family, Dr. Claycomb enjoys collecting antique 
tractors, reading books, and gardening. These 
hobbies will fill his days now that the new 
president has taken the helm of State Tech-
nical College of Missouri. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Dr. 
Claycomb on his retirement from State Tech-
nical College of Missouri after twenty-three 
years of commitment to the college, students, 
and community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM C. OSTENDORFF 

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the distinguished career of 
Captain William C. Ostendorff, who recently 
completed his second term as a Commis-
sioner at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC). After a varied and distin-
guished career as an engineer, legal counsel, 

policy advisor, and naval officer, Captain 
Ostendorff now departs the NRC to return to 
teaching at the United States Naval Academy. 

Prior to his appointment to the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission, Captain Ostendorff 
served at the National Academies where he 
was the Director of the Committee on Science, 
Engineering, and Public Policy. He was also 
the Director of the Board on Global Science 
and Technology. He came to the National 
Academies after serving as Principal Deputy 
Administrator at the National Nuclear Security 
Administration from April 2007 until April 2009. 
From 2003–2007, Captain Ostendorff was a 
member of the staff of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee. There, he served as counsel 
and staff director for the Strategic Forces Sub-
committee with oversight responsibilities for 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s atomic en-
ergy defense activities as well as the U.S. De-
partment of Defense’s space, missile defense, 
and intelligence programs. 

Captain Ostendorff was an officer in the 
United States Navy from 1976 until he retired 
in 2002 with the rank of Captain. During his 
naval career, he served on six submarines, in-
cluding command of the USS Norfolk from 
1992–1995. While in the Navy, he also served 
as Director of the Division of Mathematics and 
Science at the United States Naval Academy. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in systems engi-
neering from the United States Naval Acad-
emy, law degrees from the University of Texas 
and Georgetown University, and is a member 
of the State Bar of Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Captain Ostendorff for 
the duty and honor he has consistently dis-
played throughout his years of outstanding 
service to our nation. His unparalleled experi-
ence and knowledge of nuclear security and 
defense issues have made him an invaluable 
resource for our nation, and we are truly better 
off because of his service. I wish him all the 
best as he returns to the United States Naval 
Academy. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE GENERAL 
MILLS 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate and honor General Mills for 
their 150th year of hard work, leadership and 
community service in the food and service 
sector. General Mills, then named the Min-
neapolis Milling Company, first began when 
Cadwallader Washburn opened his first flour 
mill in Minneapolis. John Crosby joined eleven 
years later and together they reorganized 
business practices that farmers deemed un-
fair. They soon won the Gold Medal at the 
international Miller’s Exhibition, which inspired 
them to name their flour ‘‘Gold Medal’’. The 
company has since expanded to a highly suc-
cessful multi-national food corporation that has 
also tried its hand in the restaurant, toy, and 
fashion industries. 

In 1928, the name changed to General 
Mills. The same year the company had 5,800 
employees with annual sales of $123 million 
mostly due to their strongest products of 
Softasilk cake flour and Wheaties cereal. By 
1928, General Mills was the largest flour mill-

ing company in the world. General Mills’ diver-
sification and technology allowed them to 
produce military equipment and dehydrated 
food for World War II mobilization efforts. By 
the 1990’s, General Mills went international, 
competing in European and Mexican markets. 

General Mills shares its wealth of food ex-
pertise through philanthropic work to increase 
food security, advance sustainable agriculture 
and protect our natural resources. In 2015, its 
foundation donated 20 million meals. General 
Mills strives to ensure the world’s watersheds 
are restored and protected, and to increase 
the world’s pollinator populations. General 
Mills has partnered with many non-profit orga-
nizations in pursuing these goals. 

From Betty Crocker to the Pillsbury Dough 
Boy, General Mills is responsible for some of 
our most iconic food brands. Whether it is a 
box of Cheerios, a can of Crescent Rolls, or 
a bag of Gold Medal Flour, nearly every Amer-
ican household can claim to have a General 
Mills product. Without a doubt, General Mills 
will continue to innovate and develop offerings 
that meet our nation’s palate preferences and 
nutritional needs. I am proud to represent the 
congressional district where General Mills was 
started and remains today. I congratulate Gen-
eral Mills and its hardworking employees for 
their accomplishments and lasting legacy. 

f 

HONORING MS. SANDY ELLES 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Sandy Elles, the 2016 re-
cipient of the Napa County Farm Bureau Dis-
tinguished Service Award in honor of her serv-
ice as the Executive Director for the past fif-
teen years. 

A native of Burlington, New Jersey Ms. Elles 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
from American University and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Urban Planning from Rutgers Univer-
sity. After moving west to California, Ms. Elles 
built a successful career as both a business 
leader and public servant. 

Ms. Elles worked with Blue & Gold Fleet in 
San Francisco from 1981 until 2001, while 
also serving on the Cotati City Council from 
1990 to 1998. During that time, she received 
the prestigious American Planning Association 
award for Distinguished Leadership from an 
Elected Official, and the Sonoma County Con-
servation Council recognized Ms. Elles as the 
1996 Environmentalist of the Year. 

After retiring from Blue & Gold Fleet, Ms. 
Elles served as Executive Director of the Napa 
County Farm Bureau from 2001 until June 
2016, providing guidance to Napa Valley farm-
ers. Under her direction, the Napa County 
Farm Bureau won the California Farm Bureau 
Federation Golden State Hall of Fame Award 
for the best County Farm Bureau in both 2009 
and 2010. 

Ms. Elles has also been a leader in many 
other community organizations, including the 
Napa Chamber of Commerce and Jack L. Da-
vies Napa Valley Agricultural Land Preserva-
tion Fund. She was also an instrumental figure 
in launching ferry service to the San Francisco 
Giants downtown ballpark from 1998 to 2000. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Elles has led an impres-
sive career in both business and public serv-
ice and has dedicated her time and skills to 
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