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11:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 13, 2016, at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. Burial will be in
Fort Jackson National Cemetery at a later
date. The family will receive friends fol-
lowing the funeral service in the Family Ac-
tivities Building at the church. Dunbar Fu-
neral Home, Devine Street Chapel, is assist-
ing the family.

Mr. Dent died Sunday, July 10, 2016. Born
in Columbia, he was a son of the late Arthur
Kibler Dent Sr. and Elinor Stiller Dent. He
was a member of the U.S. Air Force Class of
55K Bantam, stationed at Spence AFB in
Moultrie, Ga. He enjoyed a 30+ year career
selling automobiles in Columbia, primarily
Chevrolets with Love Automotive and Cen-
tral Chevrolet. Many of his long term friend-
ships were initiated from his auto sales. In
his post-retirement years, he enjoyed his
part-time work with Lorick Office Products,
allowing him more opportunities to spend
time with his son. He was a member of Wood-
lands Country Club where he enjoyed his
weekly rounds of golf with friends and fam-
ily.

Surviving are his wife, Mary T. Dent; son
and daughter-in-law, Harry and Andrea Dent;
daughter and son-in-law, Patti and Shawn

O’Rourke; grandchildren, Ernest Harry
“Trae” Dent III, Aydan Leigh O’Rourke,
Ryan Michael O’Rourke; stepson, Tony

Ramsay; stepdaughter, Tanya Ramsay Dan-
iels (J. Sam); and stepgrandson, Holt Dan-
iels; first wife and lifelong friend, Nadine
Cantey and ‘‘husband-in-law’, John B.
Cantey. He was predeceased by a grand-
daughter, Ashley Nicole Dent.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to The Ashley Dent Foundation, 303 N.
Woodlake Drive, Columbia, SC 29229-8933,
where funds will be directed to organizations
participating in Alzheimer’s research.

CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL
OF THE TOWN OF BRASELTON,
GEORGIA

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 100th anniversary
of the Town of Braselton, Georgia. Braselton
is located partially in the Ninth Congressional
District, which | proudly represent. The town
limits straddle four different counties, and
spreads into adjoining districts represented by
my fellow Georgians, Mr. WOODALL and Mr.
HICE.

The town has a rich history. In 1884, John
Oliver Braselton opened a general merchan-
dise store and laid the foundation for what
would become the great town of Braselton.

Braselton quickly became a prominent eco-
nomic and geographic center in Northeast
Georgia and prompted town officials to seek
legal incorporation on August 21, 1916.

John Oliver Braselton's three sons ex-
panded the original general store to include a
bank, a grocery store, and a feed and seed
outlet all while maintaining its reputation as a
social center of town.

Transformational events paved the way for
the growth and prosperity of the town, includ-
ing the creation of a rail spur and state high-
ways, the continued development of the
Braselton Brothers Store, and Governor Er-
nest Vandiver’s decision to route 1-85 through
the Town. The long term investments and vi-
sion of town leaders, the strength of small
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businesses, and most importantly the genuine
families, all played a large role in creating the
community that is Braselton today.

As a sign of its stability and strong family
ties, Braselton has elected only 5 mayors in its
100 year history: William Henry Braselton,
Lewis Braselton, Henry Edward Braselton, Pat
Graham and Bill Orr.

The town’s first one hundred years will al-
ways be remembered, and have paved the
way for its second century of growth and suc-
cess. | join in saluting Braselton’s Centennial
Celebration and congratulating its citizens on
this wonderful occasion.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JEAN
CARLOS MENDEZ PEREZ

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Jean Carlos Mendez Perez,
who lived in Kissimmee, Florida, and was a
resident of my district. Jean lost his life during
the tragic shooting at Pulse nightclub in the
early morning hours of June 12, 2016. He was
35 years old.

Jean moved to Florida from Puerto Rico
when he was a teenager. He quickly made
friends and built a new life for himself. He was
charming, full of life and had a warmth that ev-
eryone loved to be around. Jean loved indulg-
ing his nieces and nephews with candy and
ice cream. He was humorous and fun-loving.

Jean was a salesman at a perfume store.
He assisted a customer, Luis Daniel Wilson-
Leon, several years ago, who would become
his partner in life. Their friends described the
moment they met as “love at first sight,” and
the beginning of their nine-year relationship.
The two shared a home, frequented their fa-
vorite Hispanic restaurants and loved going to
Latin Night at the Pulse club.

Jean and Luis were together at the club on
the night of the shooting. The couple died
alongside one another that night.

Jean Carlos Mendez Perez will never be
forgotten in our pursuit of a more just and lov-
ing world. His loving spirit and acts of kind-
ness will live forever in the hearts and minds
of those who knew him.

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest
in eternal peace.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAROLYN
RADCLIFF

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of a remarkable
woman, Carolyn Radcliff, who passed away
peacefully on June 17th. Carolyn was a de-
voted and distinguished public servant. Many
of those years were spent here on Capitol Hill
as an Administrative Assistant for myself, my
predecessor, Rep. Norman Lent (NY) and
Rep. William Royer (CA). Prior to her Con-
gressional service, Carolyn served as a Con-
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fidential Assistant to the County Supervisor,
San Mateo, CA, and as Legal Secretary to the
Assistant District Attorney, San Mateo County.

No one questioned Carolyn’s love for life.
Her laugh was contagious. Her outlook and
positive spirit were unmatched. Yet nothing
surpassed her devotion and love for her fam-
ily, especially her son Tadd and her four
grandchildren: Cody, Sam, Laney and Cooper.
Every holiday and birthday was a required trip
to Janesville, WI.

| extend my condolences to Carolyn’s family
and the many individuals who were honored to
call her a friend. She will be missed but never
forgotten.

————

HONORING THE GILFIELD M.B.
CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to recognize the Gilfield M.B. Church
in Doddsville, Mississippi. The church was
founded and built by slaves on the banks on
the Sunflower River located on the plantation
of United States Senator James O. Eastland
in 1894.

The history of the church spans 122 years
with records showing three structures as its
home, each with its own fascinating and re-
markable journey. Early records of the church
were recalled and passed down by word of
mouth from slaves down to the members of
the church which were also relatives. The ear-
liest written record of the church was around
the 1980s. Many of the elders and other mem-
bers were still attending the church, so Ms.
Hattie Jordan, a member of the church, volun-
teered to be the church historian and keeper
of the records. She gathered documents, re-
corded oral stories, researched ‘“leads” of
where she could get more information or
someone who could corroborate the findings.
One source of information she relied on were
two cornerstones located on the existing
church front in Doddsville. One of the corner-
stones was once the original place of the
church in 1894, and transferred thereafter to
structures one and two.

In 1894 the location of the first church was
strategically planned to exist near water. It is
believed but not recorded that the location
was chosen because the river could be used
to secretly baptize members, a practice not
openly approved of by plantation owners. Ms.
Jordan told the story of how she was baptized
in the Sunflower River behind Gilfield M.B.
Church in 1953 by Rev. McGee. Gilfield M.B.
Church was allowed to exist only because
Senator Eastland gave the slaves his ap-
proval.

GILFIELD M.B. CHURCH—FIRST STRUCTURE—
1894 YEAR: The first pastors of Gilfield M.B.
Church at its initial location were: Rev. C.C.
Edwards, Rev. Hester, Rev. Hobbs, and Rev.
Mose Watson. No written records were kept
by slaves. The only source for handing down
information was by word of mouth to the
younger generation.

GILFIELD M.B. CHURCH—SECOND STRUC-
TURE—1921 YEAR: The second Gilfield M.B.
Church was built a mile down from the first
site on the banks of the Sunflower River on




July 13, 2016

the Eastland Plantation. Rev. Mose Watson
was the pastor. He continued to lead the
church as he did while pastoring at the first lo-
cation. After Rev. Watson, the church installed
Rev. Issac as the new pastor until his death
in 1947. Following Rev. Issac the church was
led by Rev. Latson from 1947 to 1952. Rev.
Latson left for the church to move to Chicago,
IL. Immediately afterwards, Rev. McGee be-
came the pastor in 1952, but separated from
the church in 1953. There was a short lapse
in pastors because Rev. Fleming did not begin
pastoring the church until 1954. Records indi-
cate he was the last pastor of the second
structure listed as the home of Gilfield M.B.
Church.

GILFIELD M.B. CHURCH—THIRD AND CUR-
RENT STRUCTURE—JULY 24, 1977 YEAR: Rev.
Fleming moved with the church to their third
home beside the site of the second home, on
the banks of the Sunflower River located on
the Eastland Plantation. The sanctuary section
of the second site was demolished leaving the
backside section to be used for church gath-
erings, of which it still stands today. The pas-
tors of the third site location in order of leader-
ship were: Rev. Fleming, Rev. John H. Wil-
liams, Rev. Clarence Tolbert, and the current
pastor is Rev. Theautry Winters.

CHURCH MEMBERS (PAST AND PRESENT):
Gilfield M.B. Church was founded by slaves,
built by slaves, pastored by slaves, and hand-
ed to their descendants, of which many are
still members. Please know that many of the
member’'s names have yet to be recorded. Ms.
Hattie Jordan is still researching the church
history and compiling documents to be used in
the recordings. Membership records show
these individuals as the members: Sis. Hattie
Young and family, Sis. Mary Pittman, Sis.
Mary Ella English, Sis. Mahalia Jones and
family, Sis. Lucy Williams, Sis. Lubertha Wil-
liams and family, Sis. Willie Ann Moore and
family, Sis. Grace Brown, Sis. Bettie Jones
and family, Sis. Louis Pittman and family, Sis.
Celestine Wallace, Sis. Mirays Brown, Sis.
Eddie Lee Barnes, Bro. Wiley Caples, Sis.
Ruth Caples, Sis. Hattie Robinson-Jordan and
family, Deacon George Roby and family, Dea-
con Charlie Edwards and family, Deacon Glay
Smith, Deacon David Williams and family, Sis.
Susie Bowie and family, Sis. Bessie Williams,
Deacon Howard Lawrence and family, Brother
Thomas Hudson and family, Brother Joe
Henry Pittman and family, Mrs. Hattie Byrd,
Sis. Magnolia Wright and family, Sis. Rose
Lee Lacy and family, Bro. W.C. Williams and
family, Sis. Lillie Bell Robinson and family, Sis.
Linnie Tripplet and family, Bro. Hays Robinson
and family, Sis. Bessie Joiner, and Sis. Deloris
Lawrence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Gilfield M.B. Church of
Doddsville, MS located in Sunflower County
inside of the Second Congressional District of
Mississippi.

—
HONORING MICHELLE DENISE
BROWN

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
congratulate Michelle Denise Brown on her re-
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tirement from the Cypress Hills Local Develop-
ment Corporation (CHLDC) in Cypress Hills
Brooklyn, NY, where she started more than
two decades ago on March 15, 1993.

As a long time community resident and prior
to joining CHLDC, Michelle served as Presi-
dent of the P.T.A. at Public School 65 for
three years. She was an active parishioner of
Blessed Sacrament Church where she served
as a volunteer religious education teacher for
6 years. Michelle had been attending
Kingsborough Community College pursuing a
Business Administration degree when she
learned about the CHLDC job opportunity at
the new school-based community center Bea-
con Program. Motivated to return to the work-
force after 12 years, she applied for the posi-
tion and was hired. For five years, she served
as the Administrative Assistant at the Beacon
School Based Community Center and the
Beacon Family Place at IS 302, dividing her
time with two programs. She was instrumental
in the start-up of these programs which are
now neighborhood institutions. Michelle set the
tone of safety and caring at the Beacon while
establishing intake, health and safety proce-
dures and managing enrollment and sched-
uling for thousands of young people and their
families.

Her exemplary work caught the attention of
Ms. Neugebauer, the Executive Director who
then promoted Mrs. Brown to serve as her
right-hand Senior Administrative Assistant
which she proudly did for the past 18 years.
In addition to her administrative role, Mrs.
Brown also serves as a Liaison with the Board
of Directors and as the Coordinator of the
Communications Committee of the organiza-
tion—ensuring that the board members are
aware of all CHLDC happenings and that
agency’s 400-plus staff and 17 offices know
each other and the array of programs offered
by the CHLDC and Cypress Hills Child Care
Corporation.

Michelle has a wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience that will surely be missed by all who
have had the pleasure to work with her, but |
am certain that she is looking forward to this
exciting next chapter in her life and will enjoy
spending more time with her husband of 37
years, Mr. Beaufus Lee Brown, her three
sons, daughter and 11 grandchildren.

| thank Michelle Denise Brown for her com-
munity service and longtime dedication to the
Cypress Hill LDC community. | wish her all the
best and congratulate her on her retirement.

—————

TRIBUTE TO JANET REINERS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and congratulate Janet Reiners of
Council Bluffs, lowa, for being selected as the
Together, Educators and Administrators Make
It Happen Award from the lowa State Edu-
cation Association. Janet Reiners has served
as the Chief Human Resources Officer for the
Council Bluffs Community School District for
over 19 years, and will retire from this position
later this summer.

Janet Reiners received the Together, Edu-
cators and Administrators Make It Happen
Award for her outstanding work in human re-
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sources with the Council Bluffs Community
School District as an administrator who has
“worked to create a collaborative, collegial
working environment for all staff.” Before join-
ing the school district staff, Janet Reiners
worked in the private sector and gained valu-
able experience as an effective human re-
sources officer. Ms. Reiners said she has
seen many changes and requirements in edu-
cation that directly affect classroom teachers
and administrators. She said the human re-
sources function and recruitment of teachers
and administrators is the lifeblood of the
school district. Ms. Reiners noted that, “The
most important attribute the school district has
is staff committed to helping children learn and
grow.”

| applaud and congratulate Janet Reiners
for earning the Together, Educators and Ad-
ministrators Make It Happen Award. She is a
shining example of how hard work and dedica-
tion can affect the future of our youth and their
education. | urge my colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Janet Reiners for her many accom-
plishments serving the Council Bluffs Commu-
nity School District. | wish her continued suc-
cess and the very best in her retirement.

—

HONORING DR. JOSEPH HAMILTON
AND DR. A.V. RAMAYYA

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Vanderbilt University and two of its
physics professors, Dr. Joseph Hamilton and
Dr. AV. Ramayya. Their research with an
international team led to the discovery of ele-
ment 117, tennessine, a new addition to the
periodic table.

Their work was a collaborative effort by
Vanderbilt, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the
University of Tennessee, the Flerov Labora-
tory for Nuclear Reactions in Russia and the
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in
California. The name was chosen to honor the
contributions from our region; Tennessee is
only the second U.S. state to have a name-
sake element.

After spending decades studying
superheavy element research, the team’s dis-
coveries provide new evidence for the “island
of stability.” Tennessine will join three other
newly discovered elements to fill the seventh
row of the periodic table.

Drs. Hamilton and Ramayya are the best of
the best, and they have made the Volunteer
State proud. Their discovery will live forever in
textbooks, and they have proven once more
that science is a never-ending frontier.

IN HONOR OF EDWARD H. GANT
HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Edward H. Gant, for his contributions
and service in the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local Union 351 and
throughout southern New Jersey.
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