E1104

H. Lucht, Fred J. Mancari, Charles E. Manis,
Francisco Matos, Alfred J. McAndrew, Robert
L. Menclewicz, James A. Mervin, Elwood H.
Michel, Neil P. Moore, Frederick J. Mundt,
Glen E. Myers, James L. O'Brien, Sheldon R.
Olsen Jr., Donald P. O'Neil, Lester D. Pauls,
Donald P. Perille, Earl N. Pilgrim, Steve J.
Pizzello, Walter R. Pollak, William D. Powell,
Richard R. Pucin, Herbert G. Richards, Fred-
erick J. Richter, Jonathan N. Rivers, Philip E.
Robinson, Stanley D. Russell Jr., Leno
Santacaterina, George Martin Schallmo Jr.,
Joseph Schmieder, Delbert L. Schoenbeck,
Bernard H. Shedor, David S. Silverman, Rob-
ert L. Sinclair, Sheldon Sonheim, Thomas J.
Stacks, Walter E. Stankiewicz, Lawrence J.
Steskal, Frederick A. Stevens, Morton
Stillman, Donald Stillman, Robert R. Straits,
Robert J. Sutphen, George R. Thompson, Wil-
liam G. Vejvoda, Ronald E. Vezina, Gerald L.
Wien, George A. Wilkins, William C. Witte,
George A. Wolters, Robert O. Yahn, Richard
K. Yohnka.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF MARY
FRITZ

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
in sadness to honor and remember a lifelong
friend and colleague, former Connecticut State
Representative, Mary Fritz, who honorably
served constituents in Cheshire and Walling-
ford for an impressive thirty-two years and
who passed away last week. Mary dedicated
her life to serving the people of the 90th dis-
trict, and will forever be remembered for her
fighting spirit and genuine care for constitu-
ents. Her strong sense of morality guided her
work in the legislature and marked her as a
truly exceptional representative.

Before her tenure in the Connecticut Gen-
eral Assembly, Mary studied at Emmanuel
College, Boston College, Trinity College, and
Fairfield University. She later expanded her
role in Connecticut school systems, serving as
a Wallingford Public School teacher, the presi-
dent of the Yalesville School PTA, and ulti-
mately, the Chairwoman of the Wallingford
Board of Education. She was an outstanding
model for the value of education—a sentiment
that translated to her work in the legislature,
as she prioritized education policy. Mary also
spent years forging the way for new legislation
to battle crime and advance health care in
Connecticut, while also paying special atten-
tion to protecting and serving senior citizens.

| couldn't agree more with Governor
Malloy’s recent statement, “She was a true
public servant who put the priorities of her
constituents first and represented her district
with distinction.” From 1987 to 1994 | rep-
resented the citizens of Vernon, Connecticut
at the General Assembly alongside Mary. For
two years we sat side by side in the House
chambers and | enjoyed every minute of her
steady commentary on the bills we were work-
ing on, the speeches we listened to, and the
people who paraded by our seats on the back
benches. She had a biting wit and shrewd
mind that sized up every bit of action going
on—even into the late hours. During those
long sessions she brought her quilting with
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her, and one time | voted a way she didn’t
like, she poked me with her quilting needle—
with a big devilish grin on her face.

She was focused on two things as a person
and a public official. First, representing the
voters who elected her. Winning a swing seat
sixteen times shows how successfully she ac-
complished that mission. And second, she
was truly devoted to her family—her husband,
William, and their children who are all special
and successful in their own right.

The positive footprint of Mary’s work will be
gratefully remembered for years to come. |
trust that her legacy will live on through the
work of loving family—her husband, six chil-
dren, and fourteen grandchildren. Her pres-
ence and spirit will be greatly missed both in
and out of the legislature. | now ask that my
colleagues please join me in remembering
Mary’s full and altruistic life, and in offering our
sincere condolences to her friends and family.

————

TRIBUTE TO SHELLEY KESSLER
UPON HER RETIREMENT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Shelley Kessler, a pillar of the California
Labor Movement, as she retires from serving
the people of San Mateo County with great
distinction and respect, as Executive Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the San Mateo County
Central Labor Council.

Shelley Kessler has said that she became
involved in the labor movement because so-
cial and economic justice struggles are the
basis of her life and work. She grew up in Los
Angeles, graduated from Sonoma State Uni-
versity and began working rotating shifts at
Owens lllinois. Her union career expanded in
1977 at General Motors where she became
the first woman elected as a full-time Union
Representative of the local UAW. She began
her 34 year affiliation with the 1AM in 1982
when she began work at Westinghouse Elec-
tric. In 1985 Shelley applied for the job of Po-
litical Director of the San Mateo County Cen-
tral Labor Council, a position she held for
eleven years. For the past twenty years she
has been Executive Director-Treasurer of the
Labor Council where she represented 110 af-
filiated local unions and 70,000 working mem-
ber families.

On her appointment in 2014 to the Cali-
fornia Commission on Health and Safety and
Workers’ Compensation, |AM International
President Tom Buffenbarger said “Kessler’s
unyielding dedication to the working families of
California and her community is exemplary.
The CHSWC is fortunate to have such a
proud advocate for workers’ health and safety
as a member of its board. “Shelley Kessler's
advocacy has been a force for good. She po-
sitioned labor as a force in San Mateo County
and has been a leader in many organizing ef-
forts. She has served on countless boards and
committees to advance workers and unions,
and has earned many accolades including the
California Labor Federation “Women Labor
Leader of the Year” award, and was inducted
into the San Mateo County Women’s Hall of
Fame in recognition of “Extraordinary Achieve-
ments and Contributions.”
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Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring a great
American woman, pioneer, role model, union
leader and workers’ advocate, Shelley
Kessler, as she retires from the San Mateo
County Central Labor Council. We are a
stronger nation because she has worked for
all of us and we wish her every blessing in her
well-deserved retirement.

PRESIDENT OF THE VERMONT RE-
TAIL AND GROCERS ASSOCIA-
TION TO RETIRE

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Jim Harrison for his tireless
work over nearly three decades on behalf of
Vermont’s retailers and grocers. After 29
years, Jim will retire at the end of this year
from his position as President of the Vermont
Retail and Grocers Association and its prede-
cessor organization, the Vermont Grocers As-
sociation.

In Vermont, the local grocery or general
store is the heart of our small communities.
It's a place where locals gather for much more
than milk, meat, and produce. Indeed, these
small businesses are woven into the fabric of
our communities. Each and every one of them
has benefitted from Jim’s passion and perse-
verance.

As President Pro Tem of the Vermont Sen-
ate and now as a Member of Congress, | have
worked closely with Jim over the years. He
has been a respected leader in shaping public
policy throughout his tenure. He is a tireless
and tenacious advocate who, without fail, ac-
complished his goals in a bipartisan and coop-
erative manner. He commanded the respect of
governors and legislators, and allies and op-
ponents, because he has always been a man
of high integrity who cares deeply about the
issues that impact the retail industry.

Jim’s first job as a teenager was bagging
groceries at landoli’'s Market in Westborough,
Mass. The retail touch he learned in that job
served him well over the years in Montpelier
and is appreciated by the many businesses he
has represented.

He studied business at Nichols College be-
fore transferring to Cornell University to study
food marketing. After graduating he landed a
position in Hannaford Brothers’ training pro-
gram and went on to manage its stores in Rut-
land and South Burlington. After a stint in Bos-
ton, he returned to Vermont in 1987 to head
the Vermont Grocers Association, which
merged with the Vermont Retail Association in
2013.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate Jim’s leadership,
advice, and friendship over the past three dec-
ades. He will be missed, but | have no doubt
that his wise counsel will always be available
as needed.

| ask the United States House of Represent-
atives to join me and all Vermonters in wishing
Jim and his wife, Pat, the best in retirement.
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DEBRA HANEY ELECTED ASSO-
CIATE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF GALVESTON-
HOUSTON

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Debra Haney of Sugar Land, TX
for being elected to serve as Associate Super-
intendent of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.

Debra Haney has served as the beloved
principal of St. Laurence Catholic School for
ten years. Prior to serving St. Laurence Catho-
lic School, Haney was the Principal of John
Paul Il Catholic School for six years. She has
more than twenty three years of Catholic edu-
cational experience. Under Debra Haney’s
guidance, St. Laurence Catholic School has
expanded and thrived, adding specialized
teachers, new opportunities to participate in
the arts and sports, and greater access to new
educational technology. Thanks to her leader-
ship, St. Laurence Catholic School has flour-
ished while retaining a focus on spiritual
growth and Catholic identity. As the new Asso-
ciate Superintendent, Debra Haney will reach
even more new students in the Galveston-
Houston Archdiocese.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Debra Haney for being named the new As-
sociate Superintendent of the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston. We also thank her for her
years of dedicated service to Sugar Land
Catholic students.

TRIBUTE TO SANDY HINSLEY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and congratulate Sandy Hinsley of
Council Bluffs, lowa, for her volunteer services
at The Center in Council Bluffs. Sandy spends
many mornings assisting members at The
Center. The Center is a senior and adult facil-
ity focused on health and wellness.

Sandy is originally from Omaha, Nebraska
and moved to Council Bluffs in 1997. She
worked many years at the Nestle Company in
Omaha and retired in 2002. Sandy and her
late husband, Jack, were blessed with four
daughters, 14 grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. Sandy Hinsley can be found
assisting Center members at the welcome
desk, helping with the ballroom dancing class,
and serving as a senior ambassador. She en-
joys gardening, adult coloring books, and tak-
ing walks with her daughters. Sandy said she
loves to volunteer at The Center because she
says, “Everyone is so nice.”

| commend Sandy Hinsley for the dedicated
service she provides to The Center and her
community. | know my colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Sandy for her many years of service to
The Center. | wish Sandy and her family the
very best in the future.
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HONORING ADJUTANT MAJOR
GENERAL AUGUSTUS L. COLLINS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Jackson, Mississippi
native, Major General Augustus L. Collins, Ad-
jutant General of Mississippi, who also serves
as the commanding General of both the Mis-
sissippi Army and Air National Guard.

After 35 years of being active in the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard, Major General
Collins announced his retirement, concluding
his service at the end of August. His passion
for service began when he was invited to at-
tend a National Guard drill, and saw the posi-
tion as an opportunity to earn extra income.
He enlisted in the Mississippi Army National
Guard’s company B, 1st Battalion 198th Armor
Regiment in March 1977, and was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant July 1980.

After enlisting, General Collins attended the
University of Mississippi where he received his
Bachelor of Business Administration. After-
wards, he received a Master Business Admin-
istration degree from Jackson State University.
He also earned a Master of Strategic Studies
degree from the United States Army War Col-
lege.

Collins was appointed the Adjutant General
of Mississippi by Governor Phil Bryant in Jan-
uary 2012, and was promoted to Major Gen-
eral in March 2012. He leads a ready force of
more than 12,275 Citizen-Soldiers and Air-
men. He also serves as the director of the
Mississippi Military Department, and oversees
the development and coordination of all poli-
cies, plans and programs of the Mississippi
National Guard in concert with the Governor
and legislature of the State.

He refers to his military career as his great-
est accomplishment. General Collins com-
manded 3,000 Mississippi soldiers—the 155th
Armored Brigade in Iraq at the time of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Being in Iraq during that time
was a memorable experience for him because
he witnessed the strength of his troop. He
stated, “Twenty-seven soldiers went into com-
bat with me who did not come back. | live with
that number. I'll never forget them because
they gave everything they had.” Troops were
forced to place their personal lives on hold to
fight for the betterment of the country. Un-
aware of their living conditions back home and
dealing with the grievances of other soldiers,
the troops remained focused on the task at
hand.

General Collins has won many awards over
the course of his military career including the
Irag Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and the Mississippi Lon-
gevity Medal

He appreciates his experience gained while
serving his country so the decision to retire
was not easy. Though he will no longer be in
uniform, he plans to continue working and
spending more time with family. | consider
General Collins a friend and he was always a
consummate professional and there for me
and my staff when we needed his assistance.
His presence in command will be sorely
missed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Adjutant Major General Augus-
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tus L. Collins, for his duty to his country, his
state, and his troops. Thank you for your serv-
ice.

——————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MIT/
WELLESLEY UPWARD BOUND
PROGRAM

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the MIT/Welles-
ley Upward Bound Program. The program of-
fers excellent teaching and consistent men-
toring; and it has proved that young people
whose parents have not themselves benefitted
from higher education can succeed academi-
cally. Each year, the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) and Wellesley College
provide year round educational support to 50
low-income and/or first generation youth in
grades 9-12, from the city of Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. The program’s goal is to give its
participants the skills, confidence, and deter-
mination to graduate from high school and
succeed in postsecondary education.

MIT/Wellesley Upward Bound provides an
intensive six-week summer session, con-
ducted in residence at Wellesley College. Rig-
orous academic courses are taught by experi-
enced high school teachers and graduate and
undergraduate students from MIT, Wellesley
College, and other local colleges and univer-
sities. Classes stress English and foreign lan-
guage arts; reading, writing, oral communica-
tion, social studies and critical thinking. Plus,
quantitative skills, mathematics, laboratory
sciences, and the use of computers. Individual
tutorials are available on an as-needed basis,
and the academic rigor is enriched by cultural
activities and field trips.

During the academic year, participants at-
tend supervised study sessions and one-on-
one tutorials, for a minimum of four hours per
week, at MIT. Participants must meet with pro-
gram staff regularly to review their academic
progress and participation performance. Addi-
tionally, the program provides college admis-
sions, financial aid, and career advice work-
shops to participants and their parents.

About 80-85 percent of Cambridge public
school students who participate enroll in post-
secondary education. | salute the remarkable
success of the Upward Bound Program. For
50 years, MIT and Wellesley students have
made an immense difference in the lives of
less fortunate young people, and we draw in-
spiration from everyone associated with this
extraordinary program.

IN RECOGNITION OF TOMMY KONO
HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the late Tommy Kono for being
an American champion. Mr. Kono is the most
decorated American in the history of
weightlifting. He was born and raised in Sac-
ramento and suffered from asthma, making
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