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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained yesterday during the last
series of votes. Had | been here, | would have
voted in the following manner: Roll Call Vote
No. 51, | would have voted “aye.”

———
RECOGNIZING THE CAREER AND
RETIREMENT OF MABEL

McCLANAHAN MURPHREE, DIS-
TRICT DIRECTOR FOR THE FIRST
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF
MISSISSIPPI

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the career and retire-
ment of Mabel McClanahan Murphree, Ph.D.,
who has served as the District Director for the
First Congressional District of Mississippi for
the past five years. Not only has Dr. Murphree
been an essential asset as District Director,
but her involvement and active participation in
the community is commendable and far-reach-
ing.

Dr. Murphree, is a former director of the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission Office for
Mississippi and a former senior vice president
of the CREATE Foundation. In addition, Dr.
Murphree served as the first Director of the
Mississippi Corridor Consortium, which is a
partnership among East Mississippi Commu-
nity College, ltawamba Community College,
and Northeast Mississippi Community College.
This partnership was formed to strengthen the
institutions’ ability to provide services on a re-
gional basis in the areas of workforce, com-
munity, and economic development as well as
to increase the opportunities to leverage fund-
ing for regional initiatives at the local, state,
and federal levels. Dr. Murphree has been in-
volved in a variety of educational, economic
development, community development, and
telecommunication projects that range from
designing teacher technology training pro-
grams to helping bring broadband access to
Northeast Mississippi.

She holds a doctorate degree from Mis-
sissippi State University in education with an
emphasis in technology and a minor in cur-
riculum and instruction. She also holds de-
grees from Mississippi University for Women
and the University of Mississippi, and has re-
ceived post-graduate training from Harvard
University. Dr. Murphree was honored in 2014
by being awarded the Distinguished Alumni
Achievement Award by Mississippi University
for Women.

Dr. Murphree serves or has served on the
Boards of Directors for the Mississippi Eco-
nomic Growth Alliance and Point of Presence
(MEGAPOP), North Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter, The Learning Skills Center, CATCH Kids,
The Link Center, and the Community Develop-
ment Foundation as well as the City of
Tupelo’s Planning Committee. She is a past
President of the Natchez Trace Parkway As-
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sociation and a Life Member of the Tupelo
Junior Auxiliary.

She was born and raised in Columbus, Mis-
sissippi. Presently she resides with her hus-
band in Tupelo, Mississippi, where they are
members of First United Methodist Church.
They have two sons and three grandchildren.

The people of the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Mississippi were well served under Dr.
Murphree’s leadership and her wisdom and
positive attitude will be greatly missed. Her
achievements will have a lasting impact on the
First Congressional District and our state, and
| know she will continue to accomplish great
things for the state of Mississippi. | would like
to thank Dr. Murphree for her years of dedica-
tion and service to the First Congressional
District and our state, and wish her the best of
luck in the next chapter of her life.

———

ST. PAUL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. CARLOS CURBELO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church for its designation as the oldest
African-American church in South Miami-Dade
County. The church property was identified by
the City of Homestead as a significant historic
structure and | truly believe it warrants this
recognition.

The first permanent church was built in
1911 by Linton Connors and the wooden
frame building was given the name “Saint
Paul Missionary Baptist Church”. Reverend
W.M. Baker served as the first pastor of the
church and during his tenure, the reverend or-
ganized their first choir and established the
missionary society ‘Home Mission’ to aid those
in need within the community. This Mission
continues to be in existence to this day.

Since then, the Saint Paul Missionary
Church has continued to give back to the
community through its organization of pro-
grams that allow its faithful members to serve.
| would like to express my gratitude to church
leaders and congregations, past and present.
You have all been essential in sustaining the
fortitude of this truly historic place of worship.
May God continue to bless you.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CHRISTINA
ANTON

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Christina Anton, a student in my
district who was chosen to receive a grant to
do a community service project through
GenerationOn and the National Rural Elec-
trical Cooperative Association. GenerationOn
is a global youth service movement with the
goal to empower youth to change the world
around them through service to both their
communities and countries abroad.
GenerationOn is the culmination of a number
of youth service organizations that was formed
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five years ago in 2010. The National Rural
Electric Cooperative is very selective, choos-
ing only one Youth Tour student from each
state to receive a grant. Christina Anton is an
exceptional student and strives to create a
better world for herself and her peers through
community service. Her community service
project is one that is of great importance to
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District, and con-
cerns an issue | have been working on for a
number of years, Lyme disease.

The town of Clifton has a beautiful park that
gives the community access to a number of
trails. The amount of ticks has grown quickly
in recent years and has caused people to
avoid the area. As a direct result of the in-
crease in ticks, a campsite in the park has be-
come overgrown. Christina aims to partner
with my former colleague in the Virginia House
of Delegates, Delegate Tim Hugo, Fairfax
County Supervisor Pat Herrity, and the Clifton
Betterment Association to assist with Lyme
disease prevention and clean up the campsite.
This is an admirable project that will greatly
contribute to the prevention of Lyme disease,
a terrible and debilitating disease that affects
so many. | truly appreciate all that Christina is
doing to help our community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF OUR ALLY
TURKEY

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of our allies in Turkey as they face en-
croachment on their territorial integrity and re-
cover from devastating terror attacks in
Istanbul and cities across the country.

Turkey is a longstanding friend and ally of
the United States. From the Cold War to the
fight against international terror, we have
stood together against challenges and threats.
During the Cold War, Turkey held down
NATO’s longest border with the Soviet Union.
After the Soviet Union fell, greater threats
such as terrorism, drug and human trafficking
and extremism emerged. Again, Turkey re-
mained on the front line of NATO, exposed to
these threats.

The suicide attacks in Istanbul perpetrated
by ISIS are yet another reminder of the dan-
gers our allies face caused by the instability
and uncertainty in the Middle East. Syria has
become a breeding ground for terrorism and
extremism, and is proof that inaction also car-
ries a cost. The inability of the Administration
to show leadership in the face of rising threats
has caused the situation to spiral even further
out of control.

Our ally Turkey has suffered from numerous
acts of terrorism including suicide bombings in
Suruc, Ankara, and others, which have cost
thousands of lives. This situation cannot con-
tinue. The U.S. must show leadership.

These recent developments highlight the im-
portance of Turkey as an ally and call for
stronger U.S.-Turkish relations to help counter
the threats faced by NATO and our allies.
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HON. SETH MOULTON

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, due to un-
avoidable circumstances, | missed two Roll
Call votes yesterday, February 2, 2016. Had |
been present, | would have voted nay on the
Palazzo Amendment (Roll Call vote 50), and
yea on the Al Green of Texas Amendment
(Roll Call vote 51).

———

HONORING  SUPERVISOR JANET
CLARKE ON HER SERVICE TO
LOUDOUN COUNTY

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to recognize Janet Clarke on her retire-
ment from the Loudoun County Board of Su-
pervisors and | want to take this opportunity to
thank Supervisor Clarke for her extraordinary
service to the people of western Loudoun
County, as Blue Ridge District Supervisor. My
congressional district includes all of Loudoun
County, and it has been a privilege to have
worked with an elected official of such high
caliber and commitment.

The Blue Ridge district is situated east of
the Blue Ridge Mountains in some of the most
scenic countryside imaginable. Encompassing
45% of the area of the county, the Blue Ridge
District includes the beautiful, historic towns of
Purcellville, where Janet earlier served on the
Town Council, Middleburg, Round Hill, Hills-
boro, Aldie, St. Louis, Bluemont, Arcola,
Brambleton, Upperville and Philomont.

From the moment she was sworn in to of-
fice, Janet Clarke began taking action to pre-
serve and protect the special history and rural
character of western Loudoun County, by find-
ing ways to strengthen its economic viability
and the quality of life of its people.

Supervisor Clarke was a strong ally of the
Rural Economic Development Council, an im-
portant advisory board of Loudoun County
government that promotes the sustainable
growth and vitality of Loudoun County’s agri-
cultural, horticultural, equine and other rural in-
dustries. And to bolster the effectiveness of
the commission, she successfully advocated
for the hiring of another staff member, dedi-
cated to supporting the commission’s work.

Another aspect of maintaining the rural
character of the region is the ongoing chal-
lenge of maintaining roughly 280 miles of rural
roads. After organizing meetings with their
western Loudoun constituents, Supervisor
Clarke and her colleague, Supervisor Geary
Higgins from the neighboring Catoctin District,
with the legislative help of State Delegate
Randy Minchew, worked with the Virginia De-
partment of Transportation to initiate a repair
and restoration project on gravel roads,
prioritizing 11 roads that were in most need of
repair.

To protect and enhance the quality of life of
her constituents, Supervisor Clarke took on
another vexing problem. Many of the people
she represented could not obtain adequate
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connectivity to the Internet. Collaborating with
those who had an interest in improving the sit-
uation, she and Supervisor Higgins held a
Broadband Summit at Woodgrove High
School, that included a panel discussion con-
sisting of members of the Loudoun County
Communications Commission, Loudoun Coun-
ty Public Schools and other county experts
and various improvements are taking place.
While the broadband problem has not been
fully solved, Supervisor Clarke and Supervisor
Higgins are to be commended for initiating the
Let’s Stand for Broadband! movement, that is
gradually resulting in better educational oppor-
tunities for students, expanding economic op-
portunities for businesses and providing great-
er public safety for western Loudoun resi-
dents.

Shortly after taking office, Supervisor Clarke
immersed herself in another complex problem
affecting the quality of life of her constituents.
Although Lyme Disease is generally under-
reported, in 2011 alone, 261 cases of the dis-
ease from Loudoun County were reported to
the Virginia Department of Health. Realizing
that Loudoun County was at the epicenter of
this epidemic, and after months of gathering
information and speaking with Lyme experts
and citizens, then Vice Chairman Clarke,
along with her colleagues Supervisors Higgins
and Ken Reid, put forth a Resolution and
Proclamation Recognizing 2012 as Lyme Dis-
ease Awareness Year, as well as a 10-Point
Action Plan to Mitigate Lyme Disease in
Loudoun County. One of the action plan items
was the creation of the Loudoun Lyme Dis-
ease Commission which is made up of citi-
zens and health care professionals with a
strong interest in Lyme Disease prevention
and education. The commission has been in-
strumental in implementing other provisions of
the 10-point plan, including the development
of educational materials for schools, informa-
tion for the county website, and the launching
of Lyme Education Forums throughout the
county.

In August, 2013, the initiative of Supervisor
Clarke and her two colleagues, entitled
“Loudoun Targets Lyme,” was recognized by
the Virginia Association of Counties as a
model government program in the area of
Health and Human Services.

Janet Clarke was also a great champion of
capital improvements for the people of her
magisterial district. Her efforts included ad-
vancing the construction project for Loudoun
Valley High School into the budget and onto
the ballot for approval. She also secured fund-
ing to assist the town of Purcellville with im-
provements to Fireman’s Field and to design
the Purcellville to Franklin Park trail. Super-
visor Clarke’s efforts also led to the construc-
tion of the second entrance and exit to
Woodgrove High School, the sidewalks in Mid-
dleburg and Purcellville, the Hillsboro water
improvement project, the Upper Loudoun
Youth Football League facility, and lighted
fields at Franklin Park.

Supervisor Clarke’s desire to protect and
enhance the quality of life of the people she
represented included standing with Delegate
Randy Minchew and the Green Mill Preserve
residents in stopping the expansion of the gas
compression station and tirelessly working to
ground the Red Hill water tower. These types
of controversies often pitted one group of con-
stituents against another, but Supervisor
Clarke did not hesitate to take a stand and ad-
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vocate for what she believed was in the best
interests of her constituents.

At Thanksgiving in 2011, shortly after being
elected to the office of County Supervisor,
Janet Clarke wrote a message to her Blue
Ridge District constituents promising three
things: First, that she would work hard to pre-
serve their community’s culture and heritage;
second, that she would represent their diverse
interests and needs with an open door policy;
and third, that because our “children are
watching,” she would attempt to do her work
“in a respectful manner that they can be proud
of and learn from.” Mr. Speaker, in my view,
Janet Clarke managed to fulfill these promises
with grace, courage and compassion and our
children and grandchildren will be the ultimate
beneficiaries.

After having given so much of herself to
protect and preserve the quality of life of oth-
ers, it is understandable that Janet Clarke has
decided to focus on her own quality of life, by
spending more time with family, church and
her own health and well-being, not to mention
the job that helps provide financial sustenance
for her and her family. Whatever she does in
the next chapter of her life, whether it is in the
area of education, mental health or some
other societal need, | know that Janet Clarke
will approach it with total commitment and ef-
fort and will continue to leave a lasting positive
influence on the lives she will touch.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
February 4, 2016 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
FEBRUARY 9

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine worldwide
threats.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Business meeting to consider S. 2030, to
allow the sponsor of an application for
the approval of a targeted drug to rely
upon data and information with re-
spect to such sponsor’s previously ap-
proved targeted drugs, S. 1622, to
amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act with respect to devices,
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