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They would improve safety by permitting 

manufacturers to deliver newer and safer tech-
nology to the market more quickly. 

Yet this legislation omits most of those re-
forms. That is a critical and unfortunate omis-
sion, in my view. 

In addition, this legislation fails to syn-
chronize flight attendant rest rules with pilot 
rest rules. Synchronizing these rules would 
enable flight attendants to receive the rest 
they need and further improve the safety and 
security of the flying public. 

And while it falls outside the jurisdiction of 
the Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, 
I have serious concerns about expanding the 
look-back period to fifteen years for current 
and prospective airport employees. 

I said back in February, when T&I marked 
up a controversial long-term FAA reauthoriza-
tion, that I feared we were in for more serial 
extensions. 

All Democrats and two Republicans voted 
against that bill because of its science experi-
ment with air traffic control privatization. But 
the rest of the bill had strong bipartisan sup-
port, and instead of enacting another exten-
sion, we could be here to enact meaningful re-
forms that aviation stakeholders need. 

So it is with disappointment that I am here 
to support a temporary extension. 

f 

HONORING MS. NANCY WATT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Nancy Watt for her 19 
years of public service with Napa County, 
California, including 12 years as the Napa 
County Executive Officer, as she moves onto 
the next stage of her career. 

A native of Los Gatos, California, Ms. Watt 
earned her bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, and then returned 
to the Bay Area and graduated with a Master’s 
in Public Administration from Sonoma State 
University. 

Ms. Watt began her career with Napa Coun-
ty as a Management Analyst in 1997, before 
becoming the Assistant County Administrator 
in 1999. Her success and leadership in these 
roles led to her appointment as County Execu-
tive Officer in 2004, making her the first 
woman to hold that position in Napa County. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Watt has been 
an outstanding and inspiring public servant. As 
Executive Officer, she has led Napa County 
through challenging times including the Great 
Recession, the South Napa Earthquake, and 
the Valley Fire. Her integrity, keen judgment, 
and commitment to fairness kept the county 
moving and ensured its government met the 
needs of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, Nancy Watt has dedicated 
nearly two decades to serving Napa County 
and has set an inspiring example of devoted 
public service. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor her here today. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF YILMARY 
RODRIGUEZ SOLIVAN 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Yilmary Rodriguez Solivan, a 
resident of my district who lived in Kissimmee, 
Florida. Yilmary’s life was cut short during the 
tragic shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
June 12, 2016. 

Yilmary was married to race-car driver Juan 
Borges and was a mother of two, including a 
three-month-old son, Sergio. She worked at a 
Wendy’s in Puerto Rico before moving to Flor-
ida. 

Yilmary was enjoying a night out at Pulse 
with her friend Jonathan Camuy and her 
brother-in-law, William Borges. The group de-
cided to go to a gay club because they be-
lieved them to be safer after an incident at an-
other club. Before a gunman opened fire, 
Yilmary had smiled into a camera, posing for 
a photo with her brother-in-law and friend. 
Jonathan died trying to protect his friend 
Yilmary. She was 24 years old. 

Yilmary Rodriguez Solivan will never be for-
gotten in our pursuit of a more just and loving 
world. Her memory and acts of kindness will 
live forever in the hearts and minds of those 
who knew her. 

May her family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may she rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
WORLD ABSOLUTE SPEED 
RECORD SET BY THE SR–71 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 40th anniver-
sary of the World Absolute Speed Record 
flight by the Lockheed SR–71 ‘Blackbird,’ one 
of the greatest achievements in aviation his-
tory. Even today, the 2,193 mph record set by 
the SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ is still recognized by the 
World Air Sports Federation as the fastest hu-
mans have travelled during a sanctioned world 
record flight. 

As the Representative from Georgia’s 
Eighth Congressional District, I am deeply 
honored that a machine as magnificent as this 
aircraft rests alongside the Global Hawk and 
the U2 at the Museum of Aviation in Warner 
Robins, Georgia. The SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ flew 
for the first time on December 22, 1964. This 
aircraft, which could fly faster than the speed 
of a bullet at altitudes greater than 80,000 
feet, remained the fastest and highest flying 
aircraft for the duration of its thirty five year 
career. The SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ served crucial 
roles in the areas of combat, reconnaissance, 
and research for the United States. Due to its 
unmatched speed, altitude, and state-of-the-art 
stealth capabilities, the SR–71 ‘Blackbird’ was 
integral in providing strategic advantages dur-
ing the Vietnam War, the Yom Kippur War, 
and the Cold War. It also enabled the United 
States to conduct vital surveillance missions 

over countries such as Libya, Lebanon, 
Yemen, North Korea, and China during peri-
ods of unrest. 

I would like to thank the crew of the record 
breaking flight, Captain Eldon Joersz and 
Major George Morgan Jr., for their service to 
the United States and their role in marking the 
SR–71 ‘Blackbird’s’ place in history. I would 
also like to thank the Museum of Aviation in 
Warner Robins, Georgia for making it possible 
for visitors from around the country to see this 
great symbol of American innovation. 

f 

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF MR. NEAL W. ALLEN, III 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated public servant who has 
significantly contributed to Maine and our com-
munities for more than forty years. 

This July, Neal W. Allen will be retiring as 
the Executive Director of the Greater Portland 
Council of Governments after 18 years. In this 
role, he has led a regional planning organiza-
tion that provides support to communities 
across Southern Maine around municipal serv-
ices, transportation & land use, economic de-
velopment, sustainability, housing, and many 
other issues that impact people in their daily 
lives. 

At the Council of Governments, Mr. Allen 
led major initiatives around sound governance 
of the organization, along with the establish-
ment of its Sustainability Principles. Those 
Principles opened new opportunities for the re-
gion, including a federal HUD Sustainability 
grant that involved more than 40 partners from 
Kittery to Brunswick. The Sustainability Prin-
ciples also formed a basis for the Council’s 
energy planning, electric vehicles initiatives, 
and designation in the U.S. Commerce De-
partment’s Investing in Manufacturing Commu-
nities Partnership. 

Following service in the Coast Guard during 
the Vietnam era, Mr. Allen’s career in Maine 
began in the 1970s, as an Assistant City Man-
ager in Portland. Among other contributions to 
the City, he played a key role in establishing 
Portland’s ambulance service, Medcu, the first 
of its kind in Maine. He then went on to serve 
the City through a variety of challenging 
issues as Acting City Manager and later, as 
the first Executive Director of the waste man-
agement organization that is now named Eco 
Maine. That program resulted in the closing of 
numerous open burning landfills and the es-
tablishment of a regional system for managing 
solid waste. Along the way, Mr. Allen served 
a Governor and U.S. Senator in various roles, 
and was the co-recipient, along with former 
Governor Joseph Brennan, of the State of 
Maine Award in 1983. 

This is just a small sampling of the many 
ways that Neal Allen made our region better. 
This career is reflective of his commitment to 
public service and to the notion that practical, 
local collaboration can make a big difference 
in the daily lives of people in our communities. 
I doubt that this retirement will be the last 
word on his contributions to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly admire Mr. Allen for his 
long and devoted service to Maine, and would 
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like to thank him for the difference he has 
made in the lives of Mainers. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE OF SANDRA STROKOFF 
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleague Ranking Member 
LEVIN to recognize the service of Sandra 
Strokoff, an exceptional lawyer and public 
servant, on the occasion of her retirement 
from the United States House of Representa-
tives Office of Legislative Counsel. After seven 
years leading the office as Legislative Counsel 
for the House of Representatives, and having 
spent over 40 years in that office, Ms. Strokoff 
has had a hand in drafting many significant 
bills in her distinguished career. It is safe to 
say that she has played a critical role in draft-
ing every major piece of trade legislation over 
a period of decades, and she has done so 
with considerable legal skill, a keen eye for 
detail, commitment to excellence, and enor-
mous patience. She has also worked hard to 
train many others in her office and on my 
staff, for which I am grateful. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in offering my sincerest 
thanks to Sandra for her invaluable service 
and dedication to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and our nation. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LUIS 
DANIEL WILSON-LEON 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Luis Daniel Wilson-Leon, a 
resident of my district who resided in Orlando, 
Florida. Luis lost his life during the tragic 
shooting at Pulse nightclub in the early morn-
ing hours of June 12, 2016. 

Luis, who was also known as Danny, liked 
to wear black and grow his sideburns long 
while growing up in his small town in Puerto 
Rico. He encountered many bullies, but never 
retaliated with hate. His friends and family re-
member his loving, positive energy and spoke 
of him as a protector and confidante. Danny 
moved to Vero Beach, Florida, on his own in 
2004. Once there, he quickly learned English 
and landed a job at a shoe store. Danny 
earned a promotion to store manager, was 
dedicated to his work and attended church. 

Danny eventually met the love of his life, 
Jean Carlos Mendez Perez, a salesperson at 
the shop, Perfumania. Their friends described 
the moment as ‘‘love at first sight,’’ and the 
beginning of their nine-year relationship. The 
two shared a home, frequented their favorite 
Hispanic restaurants and loved going to Latin 
Night at the Pulse club. 

Luis Daniel and Jean Carlos died alongside 
one another that night in Orlando. Luis was 37 
years old. 

Luis will never be forgotten in our pursuit of 
a more just and loving world. His memory and 

acts of kindness will live forever in the hearts 
and minds of those who knew him. 

May his family, relatives and friends eventu-
ally find solace and comfort, and may he rest 
in eternal peace. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOHN M. 
QUEEN III 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John M. Queen III of Haywood 
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Western North Carolina, I would like to 
thank Mr. Queen for his service to farmers in 
Haywood County and congratulate him on his 
induction into the Western North Carolina Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. 

A fourth-generation cattle producer from 
Haywood County and owner of John Queen 
Farms, Mr. Queen’s background includes ex-
perience in nearly every aspect of beef cattle 
management. He has been a strong promoter 
of his industry and has been president of both 
the North Carolina and National Cattlemen’s 
Associations. As national president, he trav-
eled throughout the country working with 
cattlemen to improve farm practices and 
worked in Washington, D.C. to advocate for 
the industry in Congress and at the White 
House. 

Always a leader in the cattle market, Mr. 
Queen established the Southeast Livestock 
Exchange (SELEX), which holds auctions for 
producers across Georgia and the Carolinas 
and has become a major asset to the regional 
cattle industry. More recently, Mr. Queen has 
been instrumental in the success of the week-
ly market at the Western North Carolina Re-
gional Livestock Center in Canton, N.C. Under 
his management, from its opening in 2011 
through 2015, the market has sold over 
82,000 head of livestock for more than $72 
million and has had an economic impact of 
$110 million on the region. 

Mr. Queen has served as a Haywood Coun-
ty Commissioner and director of the Haywood 
County Cattlemen’s Association, and has been 
involved in the N.C. Farm Bureau, Southern 
Appalachian Highland Conservancy, and N.C. 
Beef Board. He has been recognized as a 
River Friendly Farmer and for his outstanding 
leadership in business in Haywood County. 
Mr. Queen remains an avid supporter of the 
regional FFA and 4–H programs, starting an 
FFA Heifer Chain and supporting the Junior 
Dairy Show. 

John M. Queen III has had a substantial in-
fluence on the livestock industry not only in 
Western North Carolina but throughout our 
state and nation. He deserves our highest rec-
ognition and I am honored to express the sin-
cere congratulations and best wishes of the 
people of North Carolina on his induction into 
the Western North Carolina Agriculture Hall of 
Fame. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,362,032,846,861.90. We’ve 
added $8,735,155,797,948.82 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8.7 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HELPING FAMILIES IN MENTAL 
HEALTH CRISIS ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2016 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I would also like to thank Dr. Tony Mannarino, 
Dr. Harold Koplewicz, Dr. E. Fuller Torrey, Dr. 
Shannon Edwards, Dr. Alan Axelson, Dr. Mi-
chael Welner, Dr. Jeffrey Lieberman, Dr. Sally 
Satel, and DJ Jaffe for their helping and hard 
work on the Helping Families in Mental Health 
Crisis Act. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY AND 
CAREER OF DR. TONY ZEISS 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Tony Zeiss for his 24 years of serv-
ice at Central Piedmont Community College 
(CPCC). 

Dr. Zeiss joined CPCC in 1992 and devel-
oped a vision and strategic plan that has 
made CPCC the nation’s leader in workforce 
development. In fact, under the leadership of 
Dr. Zeiss, Central Piedmont has become one 
of North Carolina’s largest and most success-
ful community colleges. As the third president 
of Central Piedmont Community College, Dr. 
Zeiss grew the school from one campus to six 
and expanded its outreach efforts and class 
offerings. Currently, CPCC now serves over 
70,000 students, approximately twice as many 
as it did when Dr. Zeiss started. 

In these times of economic hardship, Cen-
tral Piedmont Community College has consist-
ently succeeded in training students to meet 
the demands of the 21st century job market. 
The ability of Dr. Zeiss to connect students 
with the needs of businesses cannot be un-
derstated, because his work has allowed stu-
dents to prosper in difficult times. 

An active member of many civic groups, Dr. 
Zeiss serves as an outstanding role model for 
both students and colleagues seeking to better 
themselves and their community. He has built 
a career of serving others and CPCC now 
reaps the benefits of his years of dedication. 
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