February 3, 2016

of seven auxiliary service operations on UNT’s
Denton Campus. In this role, he oversaw the
operations of Student Housing and Residence
Life, the University Union, Summer Con-
ferences, Campus Vending Services. Tom
also served as the contract administrator for
the UNT Bookstore and the self-operated
Food Services, the Gateway Center and Coli-
seum. It is in the Gateway Center and Coli-
seum where | have experienced first-hand the
quality and service UNT students and staff
provide under his capable direction.

Prior to arriving in Denton, Tom worked in
the hospitality and higher education industries
for over 25 years, which proved to be excel-
lent preparation for effectively managing all
aspects of his position with UNT overseeing a
breadth and variety of services necessary on
a campus with over 37,000 students. Serving
during a time of continued growth, Tom’s ef-
forts in expanding operations have allowed
him to leave an indelible mark on the campus
in the day-to-day operations management of
food and facilities, but also in the campus fa-
cilities with the construction of Rawlins Hall
and the opening of the new $137 million Stu-
dent Union Building—the largest construction
project in the university’s 125 year history.

Due to Tom’s professionalism and commit-
ment to service, the students and the greater
Denton Community have reaped the benefits
of the efficiency and discipline he has brought
to the campus. On behalf of the 26th Congres-
sional District, | also thank him for his service
years to our nation in the Air Force and wish
him the best in his well-earned retirement.

——————

JOHN AND PATRICIA MANSON’S
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to wish John and Patricia Manson
of Sun City Center, in the 17th District of Flor-
ida, a happy 50th wedding anniversary.

On January 29, 2016, John and Patricia
celebrated their golden anniversary. Fifty
years together is a remarkable accomplish-
ment and a testament to the love and devotion
John and Patricia share. Nothing attests to
their love better than the lives of their six chil-
dren and eleven grandchildren.

John and Patricia also share a long history
of service. John spent his career as an agent
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives and came out of retirement to
return to federal service under the Department
of Homeland Security after the attacks on
September 11, 2001. After raising five boys
and one girl, Patricia worked as a substitute
teacher and also worked with children with
emotional and mental disabilities.

Patricia and John Manson have also been
dedicated volunteers. Both have spent thou-
sands of hours as Boy Scout and Cub Scout
leaders during their children’s scouting years,
serving in every role possible from Den Lead-
er and Assistant Scoutmaster to Boy Scout
Troop Committee Chairman. In retirement they
have continued their volunteer work in the Sun
City Center area with their local Catholic
church as leaders in St. Vincent de Paul, serv-
ing the poor and vulnerable in the surrounding
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areas. In addition to their work with the Catho-
lic Church, they also volunteer with the Florida
Guardian Ad Litem program serving as court-
appointed advocates for vulnerable children
appearing in Florida’s dependency courts.

Patricia and John instilled their commitment
to service in their children, four of which
served in the United States Marine Corps—
where all but one Manson Marine saw combat
in either Afghanistan or Irag.

It is with deep respect that | commend John
and Patricia for their dedication to one another
as well as their nation and community. It is an
honor to represent them in Congress, and to
be a part of this celebration. | join their chil-
dren John, Christopher, Patrick, Andrew, Peter
and Sarah in wishing them a very happy 50th
wedding anniversary and many blessings in
the years ahead.

————

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE
FOR HILL 64

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the family of the late Corporal Jerry
Clark Burkhead, to commemorate the brave
sacrifice of Corporal Burkhead and his fellow
Marines who were lost in the Battle for Hill 64
on February 8, 1968 during the Vietnam War.
His family asked me to submit the following
remarks:

Corporal (CPL) Jerry Clark Burkhead,
United States Marine Corps, will forever be re-
membered by family and friends for his caring
heart, unwavering loyalty, mischievous nature,
and wry sense of humor. Those who knew
Jerry well lived fuller lives because of his pres-
ence in theirs. Jerry was born in Justisville,
Virginia. Jerry is the youngest son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. J. Burkhead and brother to Maxine
Cherrix (Esley), Colleen Walker (Brice), Janet
Williams (Alton), Shirley Johnson (Aaron), Vir-
ginia Burkhead, Judi Zimmerman (Doug),
Edwyn (Winnie), Dumont (Peggy), Lindo (Pat),
Joe (Shirley), and John Daniel (JD). Jerry’s
large family was the center of his life and the
source of his strong character and values. He
was a 1966 graduate of Parksley High School
and a member of Zion Baptist Church. He
joined the United States Marine Corps and de-
ployed from Camp Pendleton, California to the
Republic of Vietnam (ROV) in November
1967. On February 8, 1968, during the Tet Of-
fensive by the North Vietnamese Army, Jerry
was killed in action in Quang Tri, South Viet-
nam—officially the Republic of Vietnam (1955
to 1975). This is the story of Corporal Jerry
Burkhead and the brave Marines who fought
for Hill 64 during the Vietnam War.

CPL Jerry Burkhead was an M-60 Machine-
Gun Squad Leader in Weapons Platoon rein-
forcing 1st Rifle Platoon of Alpha Company
1st Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment (A CO 1/
9) in | Corps, the ROV. The 1/9, the “Walking
Dead”, were rapidly moved from Camp Evans
and flown in by helicopter to the Khe Sanh
Combat Base (KSCB) on January 22, 1968.
Their mission was to protect the southern pe-
rimeter of the 26th Marines (reinforced) at the
KSCB.

The 1st Platoon of A CO 1/9 (reinforced)
was assigned a forward defensive position
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called the Alpha-1 outpost. The Alpha-1 out-
post was a small hill named Hill 64 because
of the 62 Marines, including Jerry, and two
Navy Corpsmen, who were dug in at a defen-
sive position. Hill 64 was 60 meters long, 40
meters wide, and 20 meters in height. In other
words, Hill 64 was shaped like a football with
a perimeter of concertina wire, tangle-foot sin-
gle strand barbed wire, and Claymore mines
connected by integrated and concentric
trenches with bunkers throughout, dug deep
and lined with sand bags. The Hill 64 Marines
dug and fortified their position for two weeks
while the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) was
frequently trying to kill them with artillery and
sniper rounds. Somehow, these Marines sur-
vived with minimum water, food, sleep, and
were exposed to the elements while sur-
rounded by tens of thousands of NVA assault
troops. Hill 64, manned by 64 young and
brave Americans, was detached from any
friendly forces, due to its location 600 meters
west of the 1/9 Command Post Perimeter and
a mile from the KSCB in the middle of no-
man’s land.

The NVA moved past Hill 64 for the attack
at the KSCB with several NVA Divisions in the
immediate area, or staged nearby. The NVA
had been ferociously attacking other nearby
bases, camps, and hills almost every day for
weeks prior to the attack on Hill 64, in an ef-
fort to completely isolate the KSCB. At 4:15
a.m. on the foggy morning of February 8,
1968, the Battle for Hill 64 began with a bar-
rage of mortars, recoilless rifles, satchel
charges, RPGs, and automatic weapons, in a
determined multi-pronged assault by a rein-
forced battalion from the 101D Regiment of
the 325C NVA Division against the “Walking
Dead” platoon.

The overwhelming attack by the NVA on the
waiting 1st Platoon (reinforced) of A CO 1/9
Marines on Hill 64 is an example of some of
the most brutal combat of the Vietham War.
These tenacious foes were locked in savage
trench warfare, and often engaged in hand-to-
hand combat. The 1st Platoon (reinforced) of
A CO 1/9 Marines held against a numerically
superior NVA force on Hill 64.

From the USMC, 1/9 perimeter, Alpha Com-
pany Commander Captain “Mac” Radcliffe
bravely led twenty volunteers from 2 squads of
the 2nd Platoon A CO 1/9 to relieve his brave
Marines on Hill 64, and systematically cleared
all remaining NVA early on February 8, 1968.
CPL Jerry Clark Burkhead was 21 years old
as he and his “Brother” Marines fought for
each other, Hill 64, A CO 1/9, the “Walking
Dead”, the KSCB, | Corps, the RVN, and
America. Sadly, 28 brave Americans were
killed in action that foggy morning. The Battle
for Hill 64 was the last all-out attack by the
NVA on the KSCB American and Allied Forces
during the 77 day siege of the KSCB. All
KSCB veterans from January 20th to April 1,
1968 later received the Presidential Unit Cita-
tion for extraordinary heroism in action against
the numerically superior NVA forces. Devotion
to duty by A CO 1/9 Marines was exemplified
during the Battle of Hill 64.

Captain “Mac” Radcliffe said of those who
fought in the Battle for Hill 64: “There is a
price for freedom, it is called obedience. Obe-
dience to country, to the call it places upon its
young men in war, and obedience to oneself.
The men in this story paid that price, some
with their very lives. We honor them with the
memory of their sacrifice. May it never be for-
gotten?”
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CPL Jerry Clark Burkhead, USMC, was
posthumously awarded the Purple Heart,
Presidential Unit Citation (January 20, 1968 to
April 1, 1968), National Defense Service
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with Tet Coun-
teroffensive Campaign Bronze Battle Star
(January 30, 1968 to April 1, 1968), and the
Vietnam Campaign Medal for his efforts and
sacrifice during the Battle for Hill 64.

Jerry: we miss you every day, love you
every second, and mourn your passing while
bravely and selflessly defending the freedom
of people everywhere and these United States
of America while so young and strong in life.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. JACK
REED, SR.

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor the life of one of Mis-
sissippi’s most dedicated citizens, Mr. Jack
Reed, Sr. Albert Einstein said, “What is right
is not always popular and what is popular is
not always right.” This quote comes to mind
when | reflect on the phenomenal life’s work of
Jack Reed. Even if it was not popular at the
time, he always strived to support policies that
he believed would improve the state. A dy-
namic figure, he was a successful business
leader and devoted himself to economic devel-
opment and community service.

After serving in World War Il and graduating
from Vanderbilt University and New York Uni-
versity, Mr. Reed returned home to Tupelo to
work for the family business, Reed’s retail
store. In this role, he grew the family legacy
and successfully expanded the business to
other regions in the state. As the first Chair-
man of the State Board of Education, he was
instrumental in education reform and was an
advocate and powerful voice for desegregation
in the South. His accomplishments and leader-
ship roles are both impressive and far-reach-
ing. He chaired the Yocona Area Council of
Boy Scouts of America and was a founder and
long-serving Board of Directors member of
LIFT, Mississippi’s first community action
agency. He served as president and was a
member of the Executive Committee of both
the Community Development Foundation and
CREATE, Inc. His reach and influence in com-
munity projects and initiatives was truly re-
markable and these only serve as a few ex-
amples of his exemplary commitment to mak-
ing Mississippi a better place to live and raise
a family.

Most importantly, Mr. Reed was a man of
family and faith. In 1950, he married Frances
Camille Purvis and together they have four
children, twelve grandchildren, and ten great-
grandchildren. He was a staple at First United
Methodist Church where he also taught an
adult Sunday school class. It is often stated
that Jack Reed was “the best governor Mis-
sissippi never had.” His legacy is one of serv-
ice and dedication to leave Mississippi a better
place than he found it. Without a doubt, he ac-
complished that goal. My thoughts and pray-
ers continue to be with Mr. Reed’s family and
friends.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for
roll call vote 50 on Tuesday, February 2,
2016. Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | was
unavoidably detained and was not present for
one roll call vote on Tuesday, February 2,
2016. Had | been present, | would have voted
in this manner:

Roll Call Vote Number 50—Palazzo of Mis-
sissippi Amendment No. 7—no.

———

CONGRATULATING CAITLIN KEMP-
SHUKWIT ON RECEIVING THE
CITIZEN SCHOLAR AWARD FROM
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Caitlin Kemp-Shukwit,
an outstanding student at Missouri State Uni-
versity, on her selection to receive the Citizen
Scholar Award.

Each year, this prestigious award is given
by Missouri State University’s Board of Gov-
ernors to students who have contributed to the
university, furthered the university’s public af-
fairs mission, and have been significantly en-
gaged in extra-curricular accomplishments
and/or in important service activities in the
community. Since the award was created in
2007, only forty-seven students have been
recognized for their stellar achievements.

Caitlin, from St. Louis, Missouri, is one of
only six students to receive the Citizen Schol-
ar award this year. She is a senior majoring in
both Dance Performance and Public Relations
at Missouri State University. She hopes to
travel the world and explore different cultures
after graduation, which is emblematic of her
drive for cultural enrichment and appreciation.
Her professors praise her exemplary leader-
ship skills, which she uses to benefit both the
college and local communities.

Mr. Speaker, Caitlin Kemp-Shukwit's accom-
plishments have set a great example of what
a Citizen Scholar should be, this award rep-
resents a great deal of her hard work and
dedication. | am proud to represent students
like her and | urge my colleagues to join me
in congratulating her on this well-deserved
achievement.
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COMMEMORATING JULIE BAKER
DOBSKI, RECIPIENT OF ILLINOIS
STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDERS
DAY HONORARY DEGREE

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor Julie Baker Dobski, the 2016 Honorary
Degree Recipient of lllinois State University
Founders Day.

Julie Baker Dobski, a citizen of Bloom-
ington-Normal since 1988, is a successful
business person and philanthropist who
serves her fellow citizens in more ways than
one. In 1982, she and her husband, Bob,
opened their first McDonald’s in Farmington,
Missouri and has since expanded their fran-
chise to serve Big Macs and Happy Meals in
Bloomington, Normal, McLean and Gibson
City. However, she soon realized that local
boys and girls were hungry for something
greater such as knowledge. In 2004, Julie ful-
filled those needs by opening her first of three
Little Jewels Learning Centers. These centers
provide family-oriented child care with a vari-
ety of programs and activities that engage the
children and prepare them for school in a
safe, loving, and nurturing environment.

Julie continued her service and devotion in
the community by serving on various execu-
tive boards such as the McLean County
Chamber of Commerce, American Red Cross,
United Way as well as many others. She cur-
rently serves on the Baby Fold, BN Advantage
Leadership Council, and the lllinois State Uni-
versity College of Business Advisory Board.

In addition, her great leadership does not go
unrecognized as she was awarded with the
McDonald’s People Award and the McDon-
ald’s Ronald Award twice. Under her tenure as
president of the Bloomington-Normal Sunrise
Rotary, her club was donned the Club of the
Year. Because of her values of leadership,
hard work, and passion to help others, those
around her also achieve success. In short,
where ever she goes, success ultimately fol-
lows.

Again, | want to congratulate Julie Baker
Dobski and her continued service to the 18th
District.

————

CONGRATULATING WEST VALLEY
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE WE THE
PEOPLE: THE CITIZEN AND THE
CONSTITUTION PROGRAM

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to congratulate a group of outstanding stu-
dents from West Valley High School in Fair-
banks, Alaska who participated in the We the
People: The Citizen and the Constitution pro-
gram.

The We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution program, administered by the
Center for Civic Education, complements reg-
ular school curricula by providing upper ele-
mentary, middle, and high school students
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