E104

visibility. Lieutenant Hess’ extraordinary skill
and quick thinking under desperate conditions
were instrumental in saving lives.

Today, Lieutenant Hess continues to serve
in the Coast Guard at Air Station Kodiak, Alas-
ka as a MH-60 Jayhawk Aircraft Commander.
His wife, Kimberly, is also a Coast Guard pilot,
and they have four children.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise in honor of
Lieutenant John Hess, who perfectly exempli-
fies the highest standards of the United States
Coast Guard. | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing this distinguished member of
our Armed Services and wishing him the best
of luck in his future endeavors.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF STAN MOR-
TON UPON RECEIVING THE DR.
BETTYE MYERS HUMANITARIAN
AWARD

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Stan Morton on re-
ceiving the United Way Dr. Bettye Myers Hu-
manitarian Award for his service to the local
community.

Prior to his retirement last month, Stan Mor-
ton served as the President of Texas Health
Presbyterian Hospital, Denton since March
2003. His impact in the community rivals his
accomplishments as the leader of the hospital.
Stan served on the board of directors for
United Way of Denton County for nine years,
is a past board chair and, upon completing his
service on the board, was honored with the
distinction of Lifetime Member.

In addition to serving as United Way of Den-
ton County’s board chair, Stan also served as
the 2006 Campaign Chair. Under Stan’s lead-
ership, the organization reached the $2 million
fundraising threshold for the first time in the
organization’s history.

While serving on the Health Services of
North Texas Board of Directors, Stan was in-
strumental in positioning them to successfully
apply for Federally Qualified Health Center
designation.

Recipients of this prestigious Dr. Bettye
Myers Humanitarian Award are dedicated to
helping others and promoting human welfare
and have shown active engagement in the
community. | would like to congratulate Stan
Morton who is well deserving of this award
and thank him for his tireless service to our
community.

PASTOR IRENE STAGGERS HARRIS

HON. CARLOS CURBELO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Pastor Irene Staggers
Harris. Pastor Irene Staggers Harris was can-
onized a Bishop in December of 2013 and has
been selected as the first woman president of
the South East Dade Ministerial Alliance.

God placed Bishop Harris in a position to
make a difference in her family, her church,
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and in the community-at-large. After receiving
her education in Miami-Dade County Public
Schools and graduating from the South Dade
Senior High School, she sought higher edu-
cation and attended the Miami Dade Commu-
nity College. Following her academic endeav-
ors, Bishop Harris was employed at the Tur-
key Point Nuclear Plant for numerous years
before hearing the call from God to embrace
full-time ministry in the Lord’s Church.

After being licensed and ordained an Elder
by the House of God Saints in Christ, Inc.,
Bishop Harris led the congregation of the
Greater St. Matthews Holiness Church where
she extended the church name to include and
embrace the “Temple of Love”. In October of
1997, Bishop Harris became the Shepherd of
Greater St. Matthews Holiness Church and
communicated to her congregation a message
of dependence on the Word of the Lord.

Bishop Irene Staggers Harris has dedicated
her life to the Call of God. Her invaluable con-
tributions to the Miami-Dade community serve
as the embodiment of her selflessness. | com-
mend Bishop Harris for her unyielding commit-
ment to the word of God and love for all peo-
ple. She will undoubtedly continue to serve
admirably as the president of the South East
Dade Ministerial Alliance.

————

RECOGNIZING JIM HARRIGER FOR
HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE VIC-
TORY MISSION OF SPRINGFIELD,
MO

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Jim Harriger for his role in leading the
Victory Mission of Springfield, Missouri, for the
last 23 years.

The Victory Mission is a non-denominational
ministry which offers educational and emer-
gency services to the community of Spring-
field. The ministry offers rehabilitative and con-
ciliatory services, as well as providing food
and education for those struggling with finan-
cial turmoil. It is a certified member of the na-
tional Association of Gospel Rescue Missions
and has been a pillar of the Springfield com-
munity since its founding in 1976.

Under Harriger’s leadership, the Victory Mis-
sion has expanded and improved in significant
ways. He was instrumental in the establish-
ment of the Victory Trade School, which has
helped countless citizens on their way to ob-
taining a productive career. The Mission has
also drastically expanded their ability to help
the needy in Springfield, feeding thousands of
hungry people and offering a safe and sup-
portive environment for those who needed
help in their daily lives.

Jim retired from his position as Executive
Director of the Victory Mission after a 23-year
career. Far from being the type of man to sit
idly in retirement, Jim believes that his next
step in life will be just as exciting as his time
with the Victory Mission, and will likely involve
helping others improve their lives.

Mr. Speaker, Jim Harriger is not only a dedi-
cated member of the Springfield community,
but an embodiment of the ideals that we hold
dear in Missouri. He has demonstrated com-
passion, a commitment to helping his fellow
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man and has gone above and beyond to lead
the Victory Mission in their admirable goals. |
urge my fellow colleagues to join me in appre-
ciation for his accomplishments.

————

HONORING THE VETERANS OF
FOREIGN WARS WILLIE
BARRAZA POST 9173

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Willie Barraza Post 9173 in my dis-
trict of El Paso, Texas. The Post was founded
in 1949 and is named after Mr. Willie Barraza,
an Army Sergeant from an area in El Paso
known as Smeltertown who went Missing in
Action during World War Il. Smeltertown is
tied to ElI Paso as a historical location where
workers of the American Smelting and Refin-
ing Company (ASARCO) resided and from
where many of these workers decided to
serve our country during WWII. The Willie
Barraza Post is an important veteran service
organization that has a longstanding tradition
of aiding veterans, their families and the El
Paso community.

The Willie Barraza Post is a leader among
El Paso’s veteran service organization com-
munity, with 300 members dedicated to serv-
ing Veterans, Active Duty, Reservists and their
families as well as others in my district. The
Post has helped fund and organize the VFW
Voice of Democracy essay contest in the El
Paso region, providing scholarships for stu-
dents and a chance for these students to com-
pete and showcase their writing talents at the
state and national levels.

The Willie Barraza Post also works to en-
sure that Service Members at Fort Bliss are
supported. Recently, the Post adopted a regi-
ment from Fort Bliss and corresponded with
these Soldiers while they were stationed in Af-
ghanistan. Members also honor Active Duty
Service Members with welcome back and
farewell picnics.

| am proud to know that great veteran serv-
ice organizations such as Veterans of Foreign
Wars Willie Barraza Post 9173 are present in
my district. The Post strives year-after-year to
honor veterans, care for America’s Service
Members and their families at Fort Bliss and
support our community, and for that | thank
them.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS P.
RUFER UPON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH TEXAS

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and thank Thomas P. Rufer for his
service at the University of North Texas since
his arrival in August of 2006. Retiring as Asso-
ciate Vice President of Auxiliary Services,
Tom, as he is known on campus, has been re-
sponsible for the leadership and management
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of seven auxiliary service operations on UNT’s
Denton Campus. In this role, he oversaw the
operations of Student Housing and Residence
Life, the University Union, Summer Con-
ferences, Campus Vending Services. Tom
also served as the contract administrator for
the UNT Bookstore and the self-operated
Food Services, the Gateway Center and Coli-
seum. It is in the Gateway Center and Coli-
seum where | have experienced first-hand the
quality and service UNT students and staff
provide under his capable direction.

Prior to arriving in Denton, Tom worked in
the hospitality and higher education industries
for over 25 years, which proved to be excel-
lent preparation for effectively managing all
aspects of his position with UNT overseeing a
breadth and variety of services necessary on
a campus with over 37,000 students. Serving
during a time of continued growth, Tom’s ef-
forts in expanding operations have allowed
him to leave an indelible mark on the campus
in the day-to-day operations management of
food and facilities, but also in the campus fa-
cilities with the construction of Rawlins Hall
and the opening of the new $137 million Stu-
dent Union Building—the largest construction
project in the university’s 125 year history.

Due to Tom’s professionalism and commit-
ment to service, the students and the greater
Denton Community have reaped the benefits
of the efficiency and discipline he has brought
to the campus. On behalf of the 26th Congres-
sional District, | also thank him for his service
years to our nation in the Air Force and wish
him the best in his well-earned retirement.

——————

JOHN AND PATRICIA MANSON’S
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to wish John and Patricia Manson
of Sun City Center, in the 17th District of Flor-
ida, a happy 50th wedding anniversary.

On January 29, 2016, John and Patricia
celebrated their golden anniversary. Fifty
years together is a remarkable accomplish-
ment and a testament to the love and devotion
John and Patricia share. Nothing attests to
their love better than the lives of their six chil-
dren and eleven grandchildren.

John and Patricia also share a long history
of service. John spent his career as an agent
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives and came out of retirement to
return to federal service under the Department
of Homeland Security after the attacks on
September 11, 2001. After raising five boys
and one girl, Patricia worked as a substitute
teacher and also worked with children with
emotional and mental disabilities.

Patricia and John Manson have also been
dedicated volunteers. Both have spent thou-
sands of hours as Boy Scout and Cub Scout
leaders during their children’s scouting years,
serving in every role possible from Den Lead-
er and Assistant Scoutmaster to Boy Scout
Troop Committee Chairman. In retirement they
have continued their volunteer work in the Sun
City Center area with their local Catholic
church as leaders in St. Vincent de Paul, serv-
ing the poor and vulnerable in the surrounding
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areas. In addition to their work with the Catho-
lic Church, they also volunteer with the Florida
Guardian Ad Litem program serving as court-
appointed advocates for vulnerable children
appearing in Florida’s dependency courts.

Patricia and John instilled their commitment
to service in their children, four of which
served in the United States Marine Corps—
where all but one Manson Marine saw combat
in either Afghanistan or Irag.

It is with deep respect that | commend John
and Patricia for their dedication to one another
as well as their nation and community. It is an
honor to represent them in Congress, and to
be a part of this celebration. | join their chil-
dren John, Christopher, Patrick, Andrew, Peter
and Sarah in wishing them a very happy 50th
wedding anniversary and many blessings in
the years ahead.

————

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE
FOR HILL 64

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 3, 2016

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of the family of the late Corporal Jerry
Clark Burkhead, to commemorate the brave
sacrifice of Corporal Burkhead and his fellow
Marines who were lost in the Battle for Hill 64
on February 8, 1968 during the Vietnam War.
His family asked me to submit the following
remarks:

Corporal (CPL) Jerry Clark Burkhead,
United States Marine Corps, will forever be re-
membered by family and friends for his caring
heart, unwavering loyalty, mischievous nature,
and wry sense of humor. Those who knew
Jerry well lived fuller lives because of his pres-
ence in theirs. Jerry was born in Justisville,
Virginia. Jerry is the youngest son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. J. Burkhead and brother to Maxine
Cherrix (Esley), Colleen Walker (Brice), Janet
Williams (Alton), Shirley Johnson (Aaron), Vir-
ginia Burkhead, Judi Zimmerman (Doug),
Edwyn (Winnie), Dumont (Peggy), Lindo (Pat),
Joe (Shirley), and John Daniel (JD). Jerry’s
large family was the center of his life and the
source of his strong character and values. He
was a 1966 graduate of Parksley High School
and a member of Zion Baptist Church. He
joined the United States Marine Corps and de-
ployed from Camp Pendleton, California to the
Republic of Vietnam (ROV) in November
1967. On February 8, 1968, during the Tet Of-
fensive by the North Vietnamese Army, Jerry
was killed in action in Quang Tri, South Viet-
nam—officially the Republic of Vietnam (1955
to 1975). This is the story of Corporal Jerry
Burkhead and the brave Marines who fought
for Hill 64 during the Vietnam War.

CPL Jerry Burkhead was an M-60 Machine-
Gun Squad Leader in Weapons Platoon rein-
forcing 1st Rifle Platoon of Alpha Company
1st Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment (A CO 1/
9) in | Corps, the ROV. The 1/9, the “Walking
Dead”, were rapidly moved from Camp Evans
and flown in by helicopter to the Khe Sanh
Combat Base (KSCB) on January 22, 1968.
Their mission was to protect the southern pe-
rimeter of the 26th Marines (reinforced) at the
KSCB.

The 1st Platoon of A CO 1/9 (reinforced)
was assigned a forward defensive position
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called the Alpha-1 outpost. The Alpha-1 out-
post was a small hill named Hill 64 because
of the 62 Marines, including Jerry, and two
Navy Corpsmen, who were dug in at a defen-
sive position. Hill 64 was 60 meters long, 40
meters wide, and 20 meters in height. In other
words, Hill 64 was shaped like a football with
a perimeter of concertina wire, tangle-foot sin-
gle strand barbed wire, and Claymore mines
connected by integrated and concentric
trenches with bunkers throughout, dug deep
and lined with sand bags. The Hill 64 Marines
dug and fortified their position for two weeks
while the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) was
frequently trying to kill them with artillery and
sniper rounds. Somehow, these Marines sur-
vived with minimum water, food, sleep, and
were exposed to the elements while sur-
rounded by tens of thousands of NVA assault
troops. Hill 64, manned by 64 young and
brave Americans, was detached from any
friendly forces, due to its location 600 meters
west of the 1/9 Command Post Perimeter and
a mile from the KSCB in the middle of no-
man’s land.

The NVA moved past Hill 64 for the attack
at the KSCB with several NVA Divisions in the
immediate area, or staged nearby. The NVA
had been ferociously attacking other nearby
bases, camps, and hills almost every day for
weeks prior to the attack on Hill 64, in an ef-
fort to completely isolate the KSCB. At 4:15
a.m. on the foggy morning of February 8,
1968, the Battle for Hill 64 began with a bar-
rage of mortars, recoilless rifles, satchel
charges, RPGs, and automatic weapons, in a
determined multi-pronged assault by a rein-
forced battalion from the 101D Regiment of
the 325C NVA Division against the “Walking
Dead” platoon.

The overwhelming attack by the NVA on the
waiting 1st Platoon (reinforced) of A CO 1/9
Marines on Hill 64 is an example of some of
the most brutal combat of the Vietham War.
These tenacious foes were locked in savage
trench warfare, and often engaged in hand-to-
hand combat. The 1st Platoon (reinforced) of
A CO 1/9 Marines held against a numerically
superior NVA force on Hill 64.

From the USMC, 1/9 perimeter, Alpha Com-
pany Commander Captain “Mac” Radcliffe
bravely led twenty volunteers from 2 squads of
the 2nd Platoon A CO 1/9 to relieve his brave
Marines on Hill 64, and systematically cleared
all remaining NVA early on February 8, 1968.
CPL Jerry Clark Burkhead was 21 years old
as he and his “Brother” Marines fought for
each other, Hill 64, A CO 1/9, the “Walking
Dead”, the KSCB, | Corps, the RVN, and
America. Sadly, 28 brave Americans were
killed in action that foggy morning. The Battle
for Hill 64 was the last all-out attack by the
NVA on the KSCB American and Allied Forces
during the 77 day siege of the KSCB. All
KSCB veterans from January 20th to April 1,
1968 later received the Presidential Unit Cita-
tion for extraordinary heroism in action against
the numerically superior NVA forces. Devotion
to duty by A CO 1/9 Marines was exemplified
during the Battle of Hill 64.

Captain “Mac” Radcliffe said of those who
fought in the Battle for Hill 64: “There is a
price for freedom, it is called obedience. Obe-
dience to country, to the call it places upon its
young men in war, and obedience to oneself.
The men in this story paid that price, some
with their very lives. We honor them with the
memory of their sacrifice. May it never be for-
gotten?”
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