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And while he lived an independent and pur-
poseful life, little would have been possible
without the unconditional, unyielding love and
loyalty of his devoted wife of 44 years, Eileen
and their greatest shared accomplishment,
son Sean, a former NFL player.

Mr. Speaker, | honor the life of Mr. Joseph
E. Ryan. | ask that my colleagues join me in
expressing our deepest condolences to all of
the Ryan family, including his daughter-in-law,
Mary Elizabeth, his grandchildren, Emmie, Si-
enna and Colin, his brothers, sisters and many
friends and colleagues as they join together at
a celebration of his life on Saturday, June 25
at St. Joseph’s University Church.

The extraordinary story of his life will con-
tinue to be told by all those who will always
remember: here was a man who could not
stand himself, yet made it his life’s work to al-
ways stand up for others.

———

OLNEY/RICHLAND CO. 175TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the Dodransbicentennial, or
175th Anniversary of Richland County. Rich-
land County was created in 1841 by com-
bining sections of western Lawrence County
and eastern Clay County. Olney was named
the seat of Richland County due to its cen-
trality and desirable proximity to the Fox River.

Over the years, many students have bene-
fitted from being able to receive a quality and
affordable education at Olney Central College.
In addition to its support of education, Olney
has a marvelously rich history of being a cen-
ter of transportation, medicine, culture, and
agriculture for Southeastern lllinois.

A large colony of albino squirrels first found
sanctuary in Olney in the early 1900s. Be-
cause of this, inquiring visitors from near and
far are attracted to the “Home of the White
Squirrels.” Olney and Richland County are the
home to many churches and volunteer organi-
zations, as well.

| look forward to the continued prosperity of
Olney and Richland County largely due to its
citizens who respect their history and have a
vision for their future; | also offer my congratu-
lations on the occasion of the 175th anniver-
sary celebration which will take place from
July 2224, 2016.

——————

HONORING THE 300TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INCORPORATION
OF GEORGETOWN, MAINE

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 300th birthday of a town in my
District. On June 13, 1716, Georgetown was
incorporated as the 10th town in the Province
of Maine.

Located on an island between the mouths of
the Kennebec and Sheepscot Rivers, George-
town has a rich history that goes back far
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longer than 300 years. For generations, the
Abenakis knew the island as a place for good
spear fishing. John Parker—to whom many
current residents can still trace their lineage—
built its first permanent homestead on land he
purchased for a hogshead of rum and a few
pumpkins in 1649. And its location on the bor-
der between what was then New France and
New England brought several conflicts during
the French and Indian Wars of the 1700s.

Thankfully, though, peace did eventually
come to Georgetown. Since then, generations
of Mainers have made their living there in
boatbuilding, fishing, and other trades. And
countless visitors have gone there searching
for the best of what the Maine coast has to
offer. Indeed, with the town’s picturesque
scenes, wicked good lobster, and hard-work-
ing people, that's exactly what they’ve found.

Mr. Speaker, it makes me very proud to rep-
resent a community with such a rich history
and uniquely Maine character. My congratula-
tions to Georgetown and all its residents on
this wonderful occasion—and my best wishes
for many more birthdays in the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO AL PIZZANO

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mr. Al
Pizzano, Chief of Police of Pleasant Hill, lowa
and retired Captain of the New York City Po-
lice Department’s elite Emergency Service
Unit. Chief Pizzano assumed his post as Chief
of Police of Pleasant Hill in September 2015.
He was recently honored in New York by the
city’s mayor and police chief during its annual
Medal Day ceremony which pays tribute to the
exemplary public servants whose selfless acts
have made the ultimate sacrifice while pro-
tecting the lives and safety of all Americans.
He was one of 53 recipients for the awards.

Chief Al Pizzano received the Police Com-
bat Cross, the Department’s second highest
award, granted to members who have suc-
cessfully and intelligently performed an act of
extreme heroism while engaged in combat
with an armed adversary. On April 8, 2012,
Chief Pizzano and five members of the elite
Emergency Service Unit were called to nego-
tiate with an armed suspect, were injured in
the ensuing gunfire, but avoided civilian cas-
ualties during the apprehension.

Chief Al Pizzano began his law enforcement
career in 1987 with the New York Police De-
partment, training and supervising 200 officers
and 30 civilian employees while commanding
the K-9 Resources throughout New York City.
He left the Department to join Homefront Pro-
tective Group where he analyzed police agen-
cies and administered police-related training
courses before coming to lowa as Police Chief
of Pleasant Hill.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate
Chief Al Pizzano for this award and for sharing
his servant leadership with an entire commu-
nity. | am proud to represent him in the United
States Congress. | ask that my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me in congratulating Chief Al Pizzano and
wishing him nothing but continued success.
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CONGRATULATING THE WEST
VIEW MASONIC LODGE NUMBER 103

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the West View Masonic
Lodge No. 103 for its 150th anniversary. Char-
tered on June 2, 1866, the West View Lodge
has served the Millersville, MO area and has
stood as a symbol for brotherly love, relief,
and truth for one hundred and fifty years.

As a branch of the world’s oldest fraternal
organization, the Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Missouri has over 36,000 members
who work hard to serve and improve their
communities. The millions of freemasons
worldwide comprise various bodies, including
the Shriners, Order of the Eastern Star, Tall
Cedars of Lebanon, and nearly 30 others.
These philanthropic groups donate over sixty
million dollars to their communities each
month.

As a result of its efforts and passion for
service to the Millersville community, the West
View Masonic Lodge No. 103 has helped
countless citizens throughout the years. I'm
proud of their achievements thus far, and |
look forward to seeing the ongoing fruits of
their mission. For the special place it holds in
the hearts and lives of many in the commu-
nity, it is my pleasure to recognize the 150th
anniversary of the West View Masonic Lodge
No. 103 before the House of Representatives.

————

TRIBUTE TO RONALD
NABAKOWSKI

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate a true public servant and fellow
Ohio politician, Ronald Nabakowski. Ron
passed away Friday, June 10th after a long
struggle with ALS, and will be dearly missed
by his family and friends.

At the time of his passing Ron was retired,
fully enjoying his time with family and actively
promoting the redevelopment of downtown Lo-
rain. He had been a public servant in govern-
ment for forty-two years.

Prior to his retirement Ron served as Clerk
of Court of Common Pleas in Lorain County
for fourteen years, after a long career as State
Senator, Lorain County Commissioner, and Di-
rector of the Ohio Lottery on Governor Dick
Celeste’s cabinet.

Throughout his long career Ron remained
dedicated to making government work better
for the people. A Democrat, Ron did not hesi-
tate to reach across the aisle to create com-
prehensive legislation that could pass the
State legislature, and to ensure the community
he represented flourished.

One of his proudest moments in public serv-
ice came while serving as Director of the Ohio
Lottery. During his tenure, 17 cents of each
state dollar went towards primary and sec-
ondary education in Ohio—a record that would
remain unrivaled by subsequent Lottery ad-
ministrations.
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An outspoken politician at times, Ron had
many admirers and critics. Regardless of party
affiliation, there was no denying that Ron was
genuine, and that he would certainly act in a
fair manner. He was led by Christian values
and his love for the Lorain community. These
values served him well, establishing Ron as a
public servant of the highest order.

Ron is survived by his wife of 55 years, Dor-
othea, and six of his children, having been
preceded in death by a daughter and his par-
ents.

We offer them our prayers and hope that
they find comfort in the wonderful memories of
our dear friend, Ron, who will be remembered
with affection and gratitude for his probing in-
tellect, kind heart, and utter dedication to ad-
vancing Lorain as a community, its people and
its institutions.

———

RECOGNIZING JOAN M. FLANAGAN
ON HER RETIREMENT FROM U.S.
CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION
SERVICES

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the remarkable Joan M. Flanagan on the oc-
casion of her retirement after more than thirty
years of accomplished and distinguished serv-
ice with what was the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service (INS) and is now United
States Citizenship and Immigration Services.

Ms. Flanagan entered on duty on November
24, 1985 as a Mail and File Clerk in the
Records unit at the INS Office then located at
the Buffalo Federal Court House on Court
Street. In June of 1987, she joined the Inves-
tigations Unit of INS as the Anti-Smuggling/
Vehicle Seizure clerk where she participated
in a pilot program to track data pertaining to
vehicle seizures into the automated seizure/
forfeiture system. That system was expanded
when the data was entered into the Operation
Activities Special Information System (OASIS)
and rolled out to all Ports of Entry proving to
be a very useful tool for the inspection pro-
gram.

In January of 1990, Joan Flanagan joined
the Information/FOIA—PA Unit (Freedom of In-
formation Act/Privacy Act), as an Information
Officer for Buffalo. At that time, the Buffalo In-
formation Officers also staffed INS Information
offices in Rochester and Syracuse several
days a week.

In October 2002, Ms. Flanagan was pro-
moted to Supervisory Information Officer. She
was the leader of the Information employees
of INS who answered sometimes extremely
complicated questions from the public who ap-
peared at the office in person. The Information
Officers also answered phone inquiries, and
reviewed and responded to those who had
written letters to INS.

In 2004 she served as a core member and
subject matter expert in the area of Immigra-
tion Information on the Government's Team
known as the “Most Efficient Organization
Team” during a Competitive Sourcing com-
petition relating to all 110s positions nation-
wide. At that time, the IIO positions nationwide
were deemed commercial in the “Fair Inven-
tory” and were placed in A—76 competition to
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allow private companies to compete for these
positions. The Team goal was to prepare the
most cost effective proposal that would allow
the 110s to remain as federal employees.

As the subject matter expert, Ms. Flanagan
conducted site visits to various offices to re-
search and gather data to aid in the progress
of new concepts. She helped streamline work-
loads and identify and implement the most
cost effective measures during the develop-
ment of the Government's competitive bid for
the 1,300 IO positions. This competition was
cancelled in October 2004 prior to submission
of final proposals after it was likely learned the
work being done by the Information Officers
was done as well as possible in terms of cost
efficiency, accuracy and service to the public.

In September 2007 Joan Flanagan was pro-
moted to District Adjudications Officer, now
called Immigration Service Officer Il. In this
position, now as part of the U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Service in the Department of
Homeland Security, she interviewed applicants
who had applied to become permanent resi-
dents of the United States and/or those who
applied to become citizens of the United
States through Naturalization. In January 2011
she was promoted to Supervisory Immigration
Services Officer.

In June of 2013 Joan Flanagan was pro-
moted to Chief of Staff of District 2, the Buf-
falo District, in USCIS which oversees USCIS
field offices in Albany, New York, Hartford
Connecticut and St Albans, Vermont and a
sub office in Syracuse, New York.

While her dedication to country is well docu-
mented and her stellar reputation is well de-
served, it is her love and loyalty to family and
community that is also deserving of our deep-
est respect and recognition. The wife of Wil-
liam “Bill” Flanagan for 26 years, Joni is the
very proud mother of the late Jeffrey Fuqua,
Kristie (Daron) Moore, Karyn (Duane) Smith
and Erin (Kyle) Kiminski. As a completely de-
voted grandmother to Marissa Stack, Nicholas
Moore, Carolyn and Kameron Kiminski, Kaylee
Reid and Madison Fuqua, there is no stopping
her and Bill from cheering them all on at
school programs and sporting events.

The tragic loss of her beloved son, Tech-
nical Sergeant Jeffrey Fuqua, to PTSD fol-
lowing more than eleven years of active serv-
ice in the US Air Force, including tours of Iraq
and Afghanistan, compelled her and her
daughters to action. This fierce trio of warriors
moved with a sense of urgency to help other
veterans and their families struggling with
PTSD as they brought the community together
to raise awareness and funds for WNY Heroes
and Horizon Health Services-Freedom Village.
She recently joined with her family in unveiling
a bench in memory of her son at her grand-
children’s school, Notre Dame Academy in
South Buffalo.

In sharing great joy as well, it is expected
that Joni and Bill, a veteran and a retiree from
federal service, will use this time to be to-
gether with family and visit the Magic Kingdom
even more often.

From an entry level position as a GS-3
clerk, Chief of Staff Joan Flanagan rose
through the ranks holding three supervisory
positions. Her influence is found in significant
policies and programs for USINS and USCIS,
she has advised and mentored scores of other
employees, and became one of the key play-
ers in the Buffalo District, a district known for
many years to demonstrate the absolute high-
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est standards of accomplishment, dedication,
and service in the federal government to the
people of the United States.

Throughout three decades of service, Joan
became a reliable resource for information due
to her expertise in a myriad of subjects. Joan’s
intelligence and compassionate personality
have made her a truly valued individual and
admired friend inside and outside of the office.
Joan’s dedication to her many positions
throughout her career and incredible work
ethic will leave her dearly missed.

Mr. Speaker, | recognize and congratulate
Joan M. Flanagan on her extensive service
and remarkable achievements in both the Im-
migration & Naturalization Service and the
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services. We
join with her colleagues and many friends in
wishing Joan, her husband and family good
health and happiness as she brings her ex-
traordinary career to a close and begins a new
chapter in her life.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF BARBARA
TAKEI

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Barbara Takei, who is being award-
ed the National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion’s Marjorie Stoneman Douglas Award for
her work in the protection of the Tule Lake
confinement site as a national park. As her
family, friends and colleagues gather to cele-
brate her long list of valiant accomplishments,
| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring this
awe-inspiring individual who has served and
contributed greatly to the National Park Sys-
tem.

Born in Sacramento, the daughter of camp
internees, Ms. Takei was raised in Detroit and
graduated from Howard University. She even-
tually became the chief financial officer of the
non-profit Tule Lake Committee, an organiza-
tion focused on the education and recognition
of Tule Lake, one of the largest and most con-
troversial sites where thousands of men,
women, and children of Japanese ancestry
were incarcerated and detained. Ms. Takei is
being honored for spearheading the effort to
prevent the construction of an intrusive fence
for an airport on the Segregation Center Prop-
erty, which would have disturbed visitor ac-
cess to the site and its visual history. Without
her longstanding and tireless leadership, the
Tule Lake confinement site would likely not be
a protected unit of the National Park System
today.

In addition to her steadfast fight for national
park protection, Ms. Takei has been active in
the community for preserving the cultural his-
tory of Japanese-Americans, as well as
spending the past decade researching and
writing about Tule Lake’s segregation history.

Mr. Speaker, as the members of the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Association cele-
brate and recognize Ms. Barbara Takei for her
accomplishments and value to the National
Park System at the annual Tule Lake Pilgrim-
age, along with Tule Lake survivors and their
families, | ask all my colleagues to join me in
honoring this outstanding individual.
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