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evidence-based, prevention-focused ap-
proaches. The bill offers states much-needed 
federal funding to support mental health, 
substance abuse and in-home parenting 
skills programs for families of children at- 
risk of entering foster care.’’—American 
Academy of Pediatrics 

‘‘[The Family First Prevention Services 
Act] takes historic and long overdue steps to 
direct federal child welfare dollars to im-
prove outcomes for vulnerable children and 
families . . . [It] takes important steps to 
ensure children who need foster care will be 
placed in the least-restrictive most family- 
like setting appropriate to their needs, and 
gives special attention to children whose 
emotional or other special needs require res-
idential treatment.’’—Children’s Defense 
Fund 

‘‘We greatly appreciate the flexibility in 
federal funding for evidence-based preven-
tion services and the strong focus in the 
[Families First Prevention Services Act] on 
child well-being’’—Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin 

‘‘We strongly support the Family First 
[Prevention Services] Act and believe it 
would greatly improve the ability of child 
welfare agencies to keep children in their 
own homes and shorten their time in the sys-
tem if they do enter.’’—Juvenile Law Center 

The [Family First Prevention Services 
Act] aligns very closely with what we con-
sider an essential focus on preventing the oc-
currence and recurrence of child abuse and 
neglect whenever possible. It also supports 
the practice of keeping or returning kids 
safely home, rather than in foster care, 
whenever possible.’’—Massachusetts Law Re-
form Institute 

‘‘Federal support for prevention services 
will be a win-win for children and families 
throughout the country’’—Citizens’ Com-
mittee for Children 

‘‘The Act will expand the availability of 
such services and reflects the reality that 
many families, including adoptive families, 
need targeted, effective services to meet 
their children’s needs and prevent foster care 
entry.’’—North American Council on Adopt-
able Children 

‘‘We firmly believe that far too many chil-
dren are placed in group care for no thera-
peutic reason, which research suggests can 
harm children.’’—North American Council 
on Adoptable Children 

‘‘We feel that the [Family First Prevention 
Services Act] offers the important possi-
bility of allowing funds to provide vital men-
tal health, substance use and in-home serv-
ices that could help children stay with their 
own families.’’—Child Welfare League of 
America 

‘‘[The Family First Prevention Services 
Act] takes historic and long overdue steps to 
direct federal child welfare dollars to im-
prove outcomes for vulnerable children and 
families.’’—Voice for Adoption 

‘‘Supports offered through the Family 
First Prevention Services Act such as indi-
vidual and family therapy, home visiting and 
kinship navigator programs can offer rel-
atives the support they need to keep children 
out of foster care and help them thrive.’’— 
Generations United 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF CAPITOL 
HILL POLICE OFFICERS JOHN 
GIBSON AND JACOB CHESTNUT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 1, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 18 years 
ago, the world tragically lost two Capitol police 

officers when a gunman shot his way into the 
Capitol and, in a barrage of violent chaos, 
took the lives of Officers John Gibson and 
Jacob J. Chestnut. 

I rise today to commemorate the tragic 
deaths of these two courageous officers, in 
the hopes of remembering that the safety we 
often take for granted here on Capitol Hill is 
both delicate and precious. 

On July 24, 1998, at a time when the Cap-
itol was packed with tourists and staff alike, a 
gunman sparked mass panic and chaos when 
he shot his way through a security checkpoint, 
killing two Capitol police officers. 

The shooting was the first in the Capitol in 
nearly fifty years, and the worst since Con-
gress first met in the Capitol in 1800. 

In just a moment, the tranquility of the Cap-
itol was transformed into a scene of chaos 
and pandemonium, as staffers and tourists 
alike ran for their lives. 

After the shooter failed to bypass a security 
checkpoint’s metal detector, he immediately 
shot and killed Officer Chestnut, and later ex-
changed gunfire with Officer Gibson before fa-
tally shooting him as well. 

Having been wounded by Officer Gibson be-
fore he managed to fatally hit the Officer, the 
gunman was overwhelmed by Capitol officers 
soon thereafter. 

I rise today to remember and honor the lives 
of these fallen officers, who tragically died in 
true service of public safety, democracy, and 
the United States of America. 

While our beloved Capitol has fortunately 
not seen such a violent disregard for life since, 
it is important to remember that we are all 
united in the fragility and beauty of human life, 
and that it is easy to take for granted our 
basic safety in our day-to-day lives. 

As President John F. Kennedy once said, 
‘‘A man does what he must in spite of per-
sonal consequences, in spite of obstacles and 
dangers and pressures, and that is the basis 
of all human mortality.’’ 

The lives of officers Chestnut and Gibson 
exemplified and embodied this idea in the 
most sincere way possible. 

They gave their lives in protection of ours, 
so that we may continue to effect positive 
change on our country. 

In the immediate aftermath of the shooting, 
the reaction of the Capitol was one of sad-
ness, shock, and outrage. 

As we have said here before, however, 
‘‘The worst thing we can do is cower in fear. 
We will not shut down the Capitol.’’ 

It is this attitude of remembrance and re-
spect without any trace of fear or cowardice 
that we must take from the tragic deaths of 
these officers. 

As members of Congress, we must continue 
to remember the lives of the men who gave 
theirs for ours. 

But we must also learn from them. 
We must take with us the importance of 

continuing to stand for our country without fear 
or cowardice, as Officers Gibson and Chestnut 
once did for us. 

Today, we pause to commemorate and re-
member the brave officers who passed away 
eighteen years ago. 

Tomorrow, we take up the mantle that they 
once did for us. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE STER-
LING VOLUNTEER FIRE COM-
PANY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the Sterling Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, which is celebrating its 50th year of 
service to the good citizens of the Sterling 
community this year. I would like to personally 
commend the courageous men and women 
who so selflessly volunteer themselves and 
put themselves in danger on behalf of neigh-
bors, friends, and strangers, without asking 
anything in return. These brave citizens em-
body the very best of this nation’s values 
through their service to our community and 
their exemplary performance in the line of 
duty. 

The Sterling Volunteer Fire Company has 
grown exponentially since its inception in 
1966, which at the time was little more than 
an old barn on Holly Avenue housing a single 
tanker and two used pumpers. Within a short 
two years, this small institution had flourished, 
now settled into two larger locations: Station 
11, which it shares with the Sterling Volunteer 
Rescue Squad, as well as Station 18, also 
known as SVRS 25. Even more recently, the 
company expanded into Station 24 in 2013. 
This is a clear testament to the outstanding 
work which is conducted by these everyday 
heroes and they are deserving of recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, it brings me immense pride to 
recognize such a fine group, and I sincerely 
hope that we all can live up to their tremen-
dous example. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the Sterling Volunteers. I 
wish them good luck and hope that they re-
main safe in the fulfillment of their future du-
ties. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BRENT OFFENBER-
GER, LUKE OFFENBERGER, AND 
CHRIS ATWELL FOR THEIR RES-
CUE OF THREE NAVY HELI-
COPTER CREWMEMBERS 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Brent Offenberger, Luke 
Offenberger, and Chris Atwell for their heroic 
efforts in rescuing three U.S. Navy helicopter 
crew members who crashed into the James 
River during a routine training mission on June 
14, 2016. All three men should be recognized 
for their selfless attitude and willingness to 
help those in need. 

Brent Offenberger was fishing with his son, 
Luke, and father-in-law, Chris, when they saw 
a U.S. Navy MH–60S helicopter flying at low 
altitude near their boat. While it is not uncom-
mon to see helicopters in the area, the men 
noticed the helicopter was having issues as it 
began to hover a mere ten feet above the sur-
face, throwing water into the air. Soon after, 
the propeller hit a metal buoy and shattered 
into pieces. Immediately after the propeller hit 
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the buoy, the men sprang into action to lend 
assistance to the crew. 

Approximately 30 seconds after the heli-
copter went down, the family was at the crash 
site and began assisting the crew members 
who were in the water. Because of the swift 
actions of these men, the entire crew was 
pulled to safety without any serious injuries. 
While the Navy is still investigating the inci-
dent to find out what went wrong, I am thank-
ful these good Samaritans were there to lend 
a hand. It is an honor to celebrate their ac-
tions today. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing these fine men for exhibiting bravery 
and fortitude in helping rescue the crew of the 
downed U.S. Navy helicopter. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 99TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PASSAGE OF 
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 1, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the centennial anniver-
sary of the passage of the ‘‘National Park 
Service Act’’. 

Because of the ‘‘National Park Service Act,’’ 
the history and heritage of America is being 
preserved to teach and inspire future genera-
tions. 

Since the mid-19th century, the National 
Park Service is responsible for carrying out 
the Historic Sites, Buildings, and Antiquities 
Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, 
and other laws relating to protecting and pre-
serving sites that illustrate America’s history. 

The Centennial is about celebrating the 
achievements of the past 100 years, but today 
is about the future. 

Today is the start of a second century of 
stewardship. 

As many as 407 national parks inspire com-
munity-based recreation, conservation, and 
history preservation programs that positively 
impact their own communities. 

According to the National Park Service, the 
economic contributions brought to the United 
States economy was $32 billion dollars in eco-
nomic output and provided 295,000 jobs na-
tionwide. 

Texas is a proud home to 14 National 
Parks, 20 National Natural Landmarks, and 46 
National Historic Landmarks. 

In areas surrounding Houston, Texas, there 
are wonderful national parks including the 
Brazos Bend State Park, Galveston Island 
State Park, Huntsville State Park, Stephen F. 
Austin State Park and Lake Livingston State 
Park. 

Tourists also enjoy educational sites and 
centers in the Houston Area as well, including 
the Sheldon Lake State Park and Environ-
mental Learning Center, the Fanthorp Inn 
State Historic Site, and the San Jacinto Battle-
ground State Historic Site. 

It’s no wonder that in 2015, 5,044,926 peo-
ple visited national parks in Texas. 

National Park Service estimates tourism in 
Texas contributed $372.6 million in economic 
output and supplied 4,100 jobs statewide. 

The Centennial of the National Park Service 
is a day we acknowledge and celebrate the 
fruits of our investment, for every dollar in-
vested in the National Park Service generates 
$10 in economic activity. 

Investing in protecting America’s National 
Parks is the right thing to do for our environ-
ment, for our people, and for our economy. 

On the birthday of our nation’s National 
Park Service, let us continue robust invest-
ment in protecting our environment and also 
improving the lives of millions of people. 

I also want to commemorate the bipartisan 
efforts made leading to this day through pass-
ing H.R. 1068, ‘‘Title 54, United States Code, 
National Park System,’’ becoming a law in De-
cember of 2014. 

As we recall the great efforts made by Con-
gress in the past century, let us also bear in 
mind the importance of continued bipartisan 
support as we embark upon this next century 
of protecting our beloved national parks. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ANDREW SHAPIRO’S 
SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENT 
TO RAISE MONEY TO FIGHT CAN-
CER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, please 
allow me to take a moment to recognize the 
significant accomplishments of Andrew Sha-
piro, a remarkable individual from my district. 
A junior at Langley High School in McLean, 
Virginia, Andrew has dedicated his time to 
breaking three world records in the name of 
cancer research. 

Andrew’s passion for combating cancer is 
laudable. Inspired by his father’s battle against 
colon cancer, over the past year Andrew dedi-
cated his time and energy towards training for 
the Relay For Life event held in Fairfax Coun-
ty, Virginia. 

Preparing for several months, Andrew broke 
the world records for the most pullups over 6- 
hour, 12-hour, and 24-hour periods on Satur-
day, May 14th, as part of the annual fund-
raiser. Andrew completed 7,306 pullups over 
the course of 18 hours, raising over $7,000 
dollars for the American Cancer Society. It is 
estimated that there will be 43,190 new cancer 
diagnoses in Virginia alone, resulting in an es-
timated 14,910 deaths. The money that An-
drew raised will go towards giving cancer pa-
tients and caregivers free lodging for a year at 
an American Cancer Society Hope Lodge. 
This enables patients to concentrate less on 
how they will afford to stay near their treat-
ment centers, and more on staying strong in 
their fight against cancer. In the future, An-
drew hopes to qualify for American Ninja War-
rior, a sports entertainment competition in 
which athletes compete in a series of obstacle 
courses that increase in difficulty at each 
stage. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in sending our most sincere 
congratulations to Andrew Shapiro for his ath-
letic accomplishments and fundraising efforts 
for the American Cancer Society. His actions 

will have an incredible impact on others who 
have also been affected by cancer. 

f 

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 1, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to speak today on the importance of 
Hispanic Heritage Month (HHM.) 

American society today embraces a remark-
able breadth of cultures, and Hispanics are an 
integral part of this diversity. 

The Hispanic American community is a 
beautiful array of distinct groups, including 
people with roots in Central and South Amer-
ica, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Spain. 

In 1968 President Lyndon Johnson des-
ignated a National Hispanic Heritage Week 
because of the growing impact of the Latin 
American culture in shaping the nation and so-
ciety. 

The week was expanded in 1988 to a 31– 
day period to provide all Americans the oppor-
tunity to participate and commemorate the 
contributions of the Hispanic culture to main-
stream America. 

Today in communities across the nation mil-
lions of American families come together to 
celebrate in this facet of American culture and 
participate in traditional comidas and fiestas. 

There are over 54 million Hispanics living in 
the U.S. and Hispanics continue to be the 
fastest growing ethnic group. 

Harris County has the second largest His-
panic population in the United States. 

In 2010, 43.8 percent of the Houston popu-
lation identified as Hispanic or Latino in the 
Census. 

On behalf of my constituents and in my du-
ties as a U.S. Representative, I am committed 
to speaking up for the rights of Hispanics and 
confronting the issues that affect them. 

From lowering the uninsured rates and fight-
ing to make higher education more affordable, 
to championing an increase in the minimum 
wage and addressing the economic chal-
lenges facing working women and families, my 
colleagues and I will continue working for the 
Latino community’s top priorities. 

Devoted to family, faith, country, and hard 
work, Hispanic Americans bring unique and 
bountiful perspectives and experiences to our 
national community and character. 

The vibrant Hispanic influence can be seen 
in all aspects of American life and culture, 
from distinctive cuisine to colorful festivals, 
and from the rhythms and melodies of tradi-
tional music to the contagious beat of today’s 
most popular songs. 

The Hispanic community has persevered in 
the face of discrimination and hardships. 

While significant barriers still stand in our 
way, I will continue fighting with a strong com-
mitment, to achieve comprehensive immigra-
tion reform and to support an inclusive and 
unified country. 
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