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IN HONOR OF GEORGE E. 

NORCROSS III 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor my brother, George E. Norcross III, 
on his 60th birthday. 

George is a longtime advocate for South 
Jersey, philanthropist, and a superb husband, 
father, son and older brother. 

George was born in Cooper University Hos-
pital in Camden, the hospital he now leads as 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. The oldest 
son of a labor leader and a home maker who 
later went on to work in social services, our 
parents, Carol and George E. Norcross, Jr., 
George has paved a path fundamentally his 
own. 

After briefly attending Rutgers-Camden, my 
brother received his real estate and insurance 
licenses and started his own company. That 
company known today as Conner Strong & 
Buckelew, has become one of the nation’s 
premier insurance, risk management and em-
ployment benefits brokerage and consulting 
firms. 

But as successful as George has been in 
business, it has been his commitment to Cam-
den and all of South Jersey that will be his de-
fining legacy. As Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Cooper University Health Sys-
tem and Cooper University Hospital in Cam-
den, New Jersey, where he has been a trust-
ee since 1990, George has lead the trans-
formation of Cooper into a top-tier tertiary aca-
demic medical center and launched the Coo-
per Medical School of Rowan University and 
opened the MD Anderson Cooper Cancer 
Center. George and his wife, Sandy, serve as 
co-chairs of The Cooper Gala, the largest 
fundraising event in South Jersey each year. 

Through the Norcross Family Foundation, 
George is working to improve education for 
youth, funding research to help cure diseases, 
supporting the arts and culture, improving the 
community’s safety, and helping people with 
disabilities. The Norcross Foundation also 
partnered with KIPP to open the KIPP Cooper 
Norcross Academy and George has been a 
longtime benefactor of the Larc School in New 
Jersey, which serves children with disabilities. 

Accordingly, George has been honored with 
numerous awards for his contributions to the 
community including the Annual Champion of 
Children Award by the Camden Children’s 
Garden and the Tree of Life Award from the 
Jewish National Fund. In 2013 he was hon-
ored by the New Jersey March of Dimes at 
the organization’s Born to Shine Gala, and he 
recently was awarded the 2015 Haas Regional 
Champion Medal by the United Way of Great-
er Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my wife, Andrea, 
and with love from my brothers, John and Phil, 
I wish my oldest brother, George E. Norcross 
III, a happy birthday, congratulate him for a 
brilliant first 60 years, and hope he has many 
more to come. 

TWO TIME PURPLE HEART—J.H. 
HICKS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, it is 
my honor to pay tribute to an American hero 
and longtime Texan: J.H. Hicks. J.H. served 
his country bravely during World War II, re-
ceiving two Purple Hearts. He was born in 
Woodville, Oklahoma on January 10, 1922, 
but got to Texas as fast as he could—moving 
to Houston in 1927, at the age of 5, and set-
tling in Spring Branch for the next 88 years. In 
1941, J.H. graduated from Reagan High 
School, however, the months following his 
graduation would be anything but conven-
tional. 

On December 8, 1941, one day after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, Hicks bravely enlisted in 
the Marines at the age of 18. He was sent to 
basic training in California in 1942 and subse-
quently deployed to the Pacific, where he 
served with the United States Marine Corps 
aviation unit, MAG–1, over the next 4 years. 
During his time with MAG–1, Hicks was com-
missioned to a Marine Torpedo Bomber 
Squadron or a VMTB Aircraft. Flying with this 
VMTB Aircraft, Hicks fought in the Solomon Is-
land Campaign, on Munda Island, and in the 
Battle of Guadalcanal in 1942. 

While fighting in the Battle of Guadalcanal, 
Hicks’s plane was intercepted by enemy com-
batants and attacked. The attack resulted in 
his plane crashing in the jungle near the 
Munda airstrip. This crash left him with a bro-
ken leg, 8 bullet wounds, and was labeled 
M.I.A. For two days, Hicks was missing in the 
jungle, wounded. After he was found, J.H. re-
ceived a Purple Heart and a battlefield pro-
motion to First Sergeant for his sacrifice. 

After four years with MAG–1, a Purple 
Heart, and a battlefield promotion to First Ser-
geant, Hicks moved back to Houston where 
he lived for two years. After two years of job 
hunting, he decided to reenlist. The Marines 
were naturally his first choice, given his his-
tory, but, when the Marines wouldn’t recognize 
his rank of First Sergeant upon reenlistment, 
he opted for the Air Force. While with the Air 
Force in 1945, J.H. fought in one of the most 
important battles of WWII, the battle of Oki-
nawa. As a result of the battle, Hicks received 
his second Purple Heart. 

It is heroes like J.H. Hicks who remind us 
freedom isn’t free—remind us that day in and 
day out brave men and women put their lives 
on the line, and often sacrifice all, to protect 
our freedoms. Hicks’s loyalty, leadership, and 
patriotism is unparalleled and stands as a 
shining example to the type of people who call 
Texas home. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING MR. PAUL BONDERSON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. Paul Bonderson, 

President of the Ducks Unlimited (DU) con-
servation group, for his tireless commitment to 
educational and conservation initiatives in the 
State of California. 

Mr. Bonderson’s passion for wildlife and the 
environment began early in life, accompanying 
his father and grandfather on early-morning 
duck hunting trips throughout his childhood. 
As he put it, ‘‘I have always been an outdoor 
person. I have a great appreciation for the out-
doors and am aware of how much it’s been 
destroyed.’’ A lifelong Californian, Mr. 
Bonderson graduated from Sacramento’s 
Encina Preparatory High School before attend-
ing California Polytechnic State University in 
San Luis Obispo. He began working with 
Ducks Unlimited in 2000, and became the 
group’s 43rd President in June 2015. 

From 2001 to 2006, Mr. Bonderson oversaw 
the acquisition of 2,500 acres of land in Butte 
County. The land had previously been used 
for rice production, but Mr. Bonderson has re-
stored the property to its natural habitat. 
Today, the property—known as Birdhaven 
Ranch—is home to thousands of ducks, and 
provides invaluable wetlands educational op-
portunities for local high school and college 
students. These conservation and education 
efforts are especially critical in California, 
which has lost over 95 percent of its historic 
wetlands. And as President of DU, he has set 
forth an admirably ambitious agenda: Mr. 
Bonderson hopes to raise $2 billion for water-
fowl and wildlife conservation as part of the 
group’s ‘‘Rescue Our Wetlands—Banding To-
gether for Waterfowl’’ campaign. 

Mr. Bonderson has also helped lead efforts 
to restore North America’s Boreal Forest. The 
forest, over one billion acres of pristine wildlife 
habitat, is home to 14 million ducks during 
breeding season, and is threatened by ex-
panding energy, mining and agriculture sec-
tors. In partnership with Pew Charitable 
Trusts, DU has permanently protected millions 
of acres of forest, aiming to eventually pre-
serve at least 50 percent of all Boreal territory 
on the continent. 

Mr. Speaker, Paul Bonderson has worked 
tirelessly to preserve our nation’s natural 
beauty. His commendable efforts will ensure 
that our country’s pristine lands will be en-
joyed by future generations, and it is fitting 
and proper that we honor him here today. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
votes on Tuesday, March 15, 2016. I would 
like to show that, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll call votes 114, 115, 
and 123. I would have also voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121 and 122. 
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IN HONOR OF THE TOWN OF FLOR-

ENCE ARIZONA’S 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to recognize the historic Town of Florence, Ar-
izona. Founded in 1866, Florence is one of 
the oldest European settlements in the state 
and is celebrating its 150th anniversary this 
year. 

Scenic Florence is home to many prominent 
geographical landmarks that contribute to Ari-
zona’s picturesque beauty such as the Gila 
River, Box Canyon and the Casa Grande 
Ruins. Florence serves as the final resting 
place for the Father of Arizona, Charles D. 
Poston. Moreover, the town admirably pro-
vides the state with employees for the nine 
correctional operations in Florence. It also 
serves as a connection point for three major 
transportation corridors in the state. Over time, 
Florence has developed a fanciful history as a 
model wild-west establishment. Its notable 
downtown, Old Silverbell copper Mine, and 
wonderfully preserved fuel Coke Ovens from 
the mid-nineteenth century attract visitors from 
all over. 

I would like to take the time to show my ap-
preciation to the Town of Florence for their 
positive additions to Arizona through timeless 
beauty, employment, and state pride. Flor-
ence’s distinctive history over the last 150 
years contributes to the unique characteristics 
shared in the state of Arizona. It is my honor 
to serve the Town of Florence and wish them 
a happy 150th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BRAIN INJURY 
CENTER OF VENTURA COUNTY 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
in conjunction with Brain Injury Awareness 
Month, I rise to recognize the Brain Injury 
Center of Ventura County, an organization 
wholeheartedly dedicated to raising aware-
ness, providing support and resources to sur-
vivors and caregivers impacted by brain injury. 

Beginning as a grassroots organization in 
1995, the Brain Injury Center of Ventura 
County has grown into an outstanding network 
that supports an estimated 16,000 people liv-
ing with traumatic brain injury in Ventura 
County, as well as thousands of stroke sur-
vivors with acquired brain injuries. 

Through far-reaching and impactful commu-
nity outreach efforts, the Brain Injury Center of 
Ventura County provides education and 
awareness about the organization’s programs, 
services and brain injury prevention informa-
tion. In 2015 alone, the Brain Injury Center of 
Ventura County assisted more than 800 sur-
vivors and caregivers to re-establish life after 
brain injury and develop strategies to build so-
cial skills, as well as provide support to fami-
lies and caregivers. 

Today, the Brain Injury Center of Ventura 
County is collaborating with community 

healthcare partners, including the Ventura 
County Medical Center’s Trauma Department, 
to launch the ‘‘Care Transitions Demonstration 
Project.’’ This initiative will allow the Brain In-
jury Center of Ventura County to support se-
vere brain injury survivors from the point of 
trauma through post hospital discharge. The 
Brain Injury Center of Ventura County also 
works diligently to provide information to pa-
tients with mild to moderate brain injuries and 
concussions in emergency rooms. 

Moreover, the Brain Injury Center of Ventura 
County has helped caregivers develop strate-
gies to meet their personal goals and deal 
with the challenges in the caregiver-survivor 
relationship. Some of the organization’s serv-
ices and programs include support groups, 
courses in social skills and vocational skills, 
internships, and referral assistance for medical 
specialists, neuro assessments, counseling, 
rehabilitation, housing, transportation, employ-
ment, financial planning, education and so 
much more. 

For the organization’s extensive history and 
work to improve the quality of life for all indi-
viduals impacted by brain injury and their sig-
nificant efforts and contributions to provide 
support, resources and awareness for brain in-
jury survivors and caregivers throughout the 
region, I am honored to recognize the Brain 
Injury Center of Ventura County. 

f 

MAJORITY RULE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
from across the political spectrum that sheds 
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will 
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Claire Jeffress attends Dawson High School 
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: Major-
ity Rule. 

While growing up and learning about the 
differences between right and wrong, one is 
often taught about being fair. When being 
first taught about the majority rule, I was 
told one uses the majority rule to be fair to 
all parties involved. Majority rule is defined 
as a political principle in which the greater 
percentage of people who share the same 
view should exercise greater power. Intu-
itively this makes sense. If most people want 
to pick Joe to be President, then Joe should 
be President. However, we must make sure 
that Majority Rule does not become Major-
ity Tyranny. Nazi Germany is an example of 
how devastating an impact a brainwashed 
majority can have on the very lives of a reli-
gious minority. Majority rule should only be 
applied until the point that it infringes on 
the liberty of another. 

In America, one of the ways we have bal-
anced majority rule with individual rights is 

that we have enshrined each person’s rights 
in our constitution. In many countries, if the 
majority does not like what you say, they 
can stop you from saying your point of view. 
Here, our right of free speech is protected by 
the constitution. Similarly, I am entitled to 
go to church and share my religious beliefs 
even if others feel differently. The majority 
is not allowed to vote away my right to 
speak my opinion or my right to exercise my 
beliefs. In many other countries, I can be 
thrown in jail just for sharing my views or 
going to a church that the majority doesn’t 
believe in. America balances the will of the 
majority with the rights of the individual by 
enshrining those rights in our Constitution. 

America also protects the individual by 
having checks and balances in our three 
branches of government. Venezuela is a good 
example of where majority rule can go 
wrong. The people of Venezuela elected Hugo 
Chavez as their leader. Unfortunately, it was 
an example of one person, one vote, one 
time. Mr. Chavez used his power of the ma-
jority to steal and redistribute money from 
individuals to his majority. He also put 
many of his own people in the courts to en-
sure that only his voting majority was pro-
tected. People who disagreed with his poli-
cies were jailed and had their property con-
fiscated. In America, we have an independent 
Supreme Court and Congress that can over-
ride the President if he tries to violate indi-
vidual rights in our constitution. I cannot be 
punished just because I disagree with the 
President. 

Many people sometimes think of Democ-
racy as a simple example of majority rule. 
This thinking is too simplistic. Our founding 
fathers realized that simple majority rule 
would just lead to another country torn 
apart by a tyranny of the majority. They en-
sured individual liberties were protected 
through our Constitution and three branches 
of government. Once the individual was pro-
tected, the majority could determine our 
policies and direction. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AIR FORCE 2ND LIEU-
TENANT ESTEBAN HOTESSE, 
TUSKEGEE AIRMAN, DOMINICAN- 
AMERICAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as Dominican- 
Americans across our great nation celebrated 
their heritage and their compatriots commemo-
rated Dominican Independence Day on Feb-
ruary 27th, 2016. Today I rise to posthumously 
honor and pay tribute to Tuskegee Airman 
Second Lieutenant Esteban (Stephen) 
Hotesse (Service Number 32218759). 

Esteban Hotesse, a Dominican native who 
immigrated to the country as a child, enlisted 
during World War II, and served in the lauded 
Tuskegee Airmen brigade. Though his team 
was scheduled to go into battle, they never 
saw combat abroad. As a member of the all- 
black unit, Hotesse was among a group of 101 
Tuskegee Airmen officers arrested for refusing 
to follow Jim Crow orders from a white com-
manding officer at a base near Seymour, Indi-
ana, where the KKK had a strong presence. 

In March 1945, the last of the Tuskegee 
groups, the 477th Medium Bombardment 
Group, was moved from Godman Field, adja-
cent to Fort Knox, to Freeman Field because 
of the latter’s better flight facilities. Tensions 
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