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take additional measures to secure
order and enforce our immigration
laws—something that I know is a pri-
ority to me and I know to our col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle. In
fact, most of the funding increase in
the Shaheen-Mikulski bill would go to
border security and immigration en-
forcement.

The bill our colleagues have put for-
ward contains a little more than $10
million for Customs and Border Protec-
tion—an increase of approximately $118
million above last year’s enacted level.
This funding level would support the
largest operational force levels for the
agency in its history—a total of more
than 21,000 Border Patrol agents and
nearly 24,000 enforcement officers.

But if the Department of Homeland
Security remains on a continuing reso-
lution—or worse, shuts down—we just
won’t be as effective as we ought to be
in securing our Nation’s borders. If
Congress forces a shutdown of the De-
partment—I hope we won’t—frontline
personnel would be asked to continue
to work without pay. We met some of
them just a few days ago when we were
on the border. They don’t look like fast
boats, but they move pretty good. We
went zipping up and down the Rio
Grande River looking for people trying
to slip across the border, looking for
folks who were trying to bring contra-
band—drugs, illegal drugs—across the
border.

There are some 40,000 Customs and
Border Protection officers who are
needed to keep our borders secure. If
we allow the funding for the Depart-
ment to lapse on February 27, we are
going to expect these guys and gals to
still come to work. We are not going to
pay them, at least not in a timely way.

If Congress continues to keep the De-
partment on a continuing resolution,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
will see a shortfall—I am told a little
over half a billion dollars—to respond
to unaccompanied minors and families
with children.

In addition, Customs and Border Pro-
tection won’t be able replace or up-
grade border surveillance technology,
including upgrades to obsolete remote
and mobile video surveillance systems
in the high-risk area of the Rio Grande
Valley.

The drone is a pilotless aircraft. We
fly aircraft similar to these all over the
planet. We fly a number of them along
the border of our country with Mexico
in an effort to try to see, visualize, and
detect people making their way to our
border, maybe just to come across,
maybe to flee a bad situation in their
own country. Maybe it is to bring drugs
or other things that are illegal into our
country. We are not going to be able to
replace or upgrade this kind of tech-
nology and bring it to high-risk areas
along the Rio Grande Valley.

Department of Homeland Security
Secretary Jeh Johnson recently said—
I want to quote Secretary Johnson just
briefly. He said, ‘‘Border security is not
free. The men and women of [the De-
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partment of Homeland Security] need a
partner in Congress to fund their ef-
forts.” He added, ‘‘Time is running
out.” Those were his words. I couldn’t
agree with him more.

In the next week or so, I pray that
those of us in Congress will come to-
gether and will do what I believe is the
right thing; that is, support the pas-
sage of a clean full-year appropriations
bill for the remainder of this fiscal
yvear for the Department of Homeland
Security and do it by February 27.

After we have done that, for God’s
sake, let’s get to work on crafting
thoughtful, comprehensive, bipartisan
immigration reform law for our coun-
try, one that better secures our bor-
ders, one that strengthens our econ-
omy, and one that reduces our budget
deficit over the next two decades by
hundreds of billions of dollars. That is
what we ought to do. I would pledge
here today to my colleagues, Demo-
crats and Republicans, one or two Inde-
pendents, and our Presiding Officer,
that we will meet you in the middle
and do our dead level best to make sure
we meet our responsibilities.

With that, I am looking for others on
the floor who may want to speak. I
don’t see anybody.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO DEPARTING
STAFFERS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today I would like to pay tribute to
two of the hardest working staffers in
the Senate: John Ashbrook and Russell
Coleman.

RUSSELL COLEMAN

First, there is Russell, a dyed-in-the-
wool Kentuckian. He is a huge Wildcats
fan. The only words one associates
with Russell more often than ‘‘affable’
are these two: ‘“‘persuasive’ and ‘‘deter-
mined.”” When Russell sets his mind to
something, there is not much you can
do to stop him—not that you would
want to because he is one of the friend-
liest guys you will ever meet. More
than a few times, you will see a group
entering a meeting with Russell, spoil-
ing for a fight. Then the door opens,
and they are his best friends. It is quite
a skill. It is nearly as impressive as
this one: Russell Coleman knows just
about everybody in Kentucky. His
Rolodex is something to behold.

He has done a lot of great work here
in the Senate. This one-time FBI agent
is passionate about law-enforcement
issues. This one-time intern is pas-
sionate about mentoring others, let-
ting those around him know, no matter
how junior, that their contributions do
matter.
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Russell is also a great fighter. That
tough will has helped Russell push
through adversity with grace and with
grit. Faith is a big part of Russell’s life
too. It is something he shares with
Chaplain Black every Friday in Bible
study.

Russell is ready to share more of
himself, too, with his family, his wife
Ashley and his children, Annie and
Clay. They are all making the move
back to Louisville. They will have a lot
more time together, and I know they
and Russell couldn’t be happier.

So congratulations, Russell, and
thanks for your service.
JOHN ASHBROOK
Let me tell you about John

Ashbrook. John has been with me since
I first became Republican leader. He
was a fresh-faced kid back then, a
young guy from Cincinnati who wanted
nothing more than to work in the
White House. I am grateful he chose to
work for me instead. I am grateful
John was willing to transfer his alle-
giance across the Ohio River for the
past 8 years because John Ashbrook is
easy-mannered, matched with unbend-
ing will. You don’t see that very often.
He has been an important player on
our staff not only for his profes-
sionalism but for his character too.

John is known around the Capitol as
a founding member of the Senate Re-
publican Communications Center. With
John’s help, it has been a real success.

The Capitol is going to be a different
place without John’s laughter echoing
in the corridors. Every reporter knows
his name. Every member of my staff
knows his smile. It is pretty hard to
miss.

John, muffin in hand, is usually the
first guy in every morning. Many hours
later, he is often the last one out. I ap-
preciate it deeply.

I know John’s wife Kate takes a
somewhat different view. I can’t blame
her. Kate is ready for dinners without
John’s Blackberry at the table, and
John is ready to spend more time with
his three beautiful daughters—Mar-
garet, Abigail, and Charlotte, all born
during his service here. John’s daugh-
ters and Kate mean everything to him,
and I couldn’t be happier that John
will be seeing more of all of them very
soon.

———

CELEBRATING THE 206TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF PRESIDENT ABRA-
HAM LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to celebrate one of the most ad-
mired, well-known Americans and
Presidents this great Nation has ever
seen. Just 56 years ago, Carl Sandburg
addressed a joint session of Congress
and remarked about him: ‘“Not often in
the story of mankind does a man arrive
on Earth who is both steel and velvet,
who is as hard as rock and soft as drift-
ing fog, who holds in his heart and
mind the paradox of terrible storm and
peace unspeakable and perfect.”

Those words echo today, as it marks
the arrival as the 206th anniversary of
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President Abraham Lincoln’s birth.
Born on February 12, 1809, Lincoln had
humble beginnings in Kentucky and In-
diana before moving to Illinois as a
young adult. He began his journey into
politics there, serving in the State leg-
islature, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and eventually as U.S. President.

As President, he led our Nation
through its most perilous times, suc-
cessfully ended slavery, and saved the
Union. His contributions were timeless
as he paved the way for America to ap-
preciate the true meaning of freedom,
opportunity, and equality. We have
come a long way since his time and
continue to work towards the America
that President Lincoln envisioned.

Every day we are reminded of Presi-
dent Lincoln’s contributions. Symbols
of him are found anywhere you go—
whether it be on the face of the penny
or the monument down the street. We
can and should preserve these remind-
ers of his work and his ideals of free-
dom, opportunity, and equality for gen-
erations to come.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, today I
wish to celebrate the 206th birthday of
the 16th President of the TUnited
States, as well as the penny that hon-
ors his name. Hailing from the Land of
Lincoln, I have long celebrated the life
and legacy of President Abraham Lin-
coln.

For more than 100 years, Abraham
Lincoln has been the face of the penny.
Lincoln was the first person to appear
on an American coin, and the Lincoln
penny is the longest used design of any
American coin.

For generations of Americans, the
penny has served as a memorial to the
first President assassinated in office. It
is a reminder of the liberation of the
African slaves and of the brutal Civil
War that threatened to end the Amer-
ican experiment.

Different versions of the penny have
been produced throughout the years. In
1959, the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s
birth, a representation of the Lincoln
Memorial was put on the reverse side
of the coin. To honor Abraham Lin-
coln’s 200th birthday, four new penny
designs were released. One reflects a
log cabin, similar to the one in Ken-
tucky where Lincoln was born. The
second features Lincoln reading a book
with an axe by his foot, showing his
formative years and self-education in
Indiana. The third penny shows Lin-
coln speaking in front of the State cap-
itol in Springfield, representing his
professional life as legislator from Illi-
nois. Finally, the fourth design fea-
tures a half-finished Capitol dome dur-
ing the Civil War to represent his Pres-
idency. The newest reverse design de-
picts a Union shield with a scroll and
carries the words ‘‘Preservation of the
Union” marking what is seen as Lin-
coln’s greatest achievement.

The Lincoln penny is the most com-
mon and most highly circulated coin in
the United States. The penny signifi-
cantly contributes to the U.S. econ-
omy, especially in charitable contribu-
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tions. Tens of millions of pennies have
been donated to charities over the past
decade.

It may be the lowest coin denomina-
tion, but the penny carries a lot of
weight in terms of our Illinois and
American history, culture, and society.
It is an intrinsic part of the American
experience and represents the oppor-
tunity that many believe is inherent in
the American dream.

——————

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, in
accordance with rule XXVI, paragraph
2, of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
I submit the rules governing the proce-
dure of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources for publication in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

I ask unanimous consent that they be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY
AND NATURAL RESOURCES

GENERAL RULES

Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate,
as supplemented by these rules, are adopted
as the rules of the Committee and its Sub-
committees.

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

Rule 2. (a) The Committee shall meet on
the third Thursday of each month while the
Congress is in session for the purpose of con-
ducting business, unless, for the convenience
of Members, the Chairman shall set some
other day for a meeting. Additional meetings
may be called by the Chairman as he may
deem necessary.

(b) Hearings of any Subcommittee may be
called by the Chairman of such Sub-
committee, Provided, That no Subcommittee
hearing other than a field hearing, shall be
scheduled or held concurrently with a full
Committee meeting or hearing, unless a ma-
jority of the Committee concurs in such con-
current hearing.

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Rule 3. (a) All hearings and business meet-
ings of the Committee and all the hearings of
any of its Subcommittees shall be open to
the public unless the Committee or Sub-
committee involved, by majority vote of all
the Members of the Committee or such Sub-
committee, orders the hearing or meeting to
be closed in accordance with paragraph 5(b)
of Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the
Senate.

(b) A transcript shall be kept of each hear-
ing of the Committee or any Subcommittee.

(c) A transcript shall be kept of each busi-
ness meeting of the Committee unless a ma-
jority of all the Members of the Committee
agrees that some other form of permanent
record is preferable.

HEARING PROCEDURE

Rule 4. (a) Public notice shall be given of
the date, place, and subject matter of any
hearing to be held by the Committee or any
Subcommittee at least one week in advance
of such hearing unless the Chairman of the
full Committee or the Subcommittee in-
volved determines that the hearing is non-
controversial or that special circumstances
require expedited procedures and a majority
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of all the Members of the Committee or the
Subcommittee involved concurs. In no case
shall a hearing be conducted with less than
twenty-four hours’ notice. Any document or
report that is the subject of a hearing shall
be provided to every Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee involved at least 72
hours before the hearing unless the Chair-
man and Ranking Member determine other-
wise.

( b) Each witness who is to appear before
the Committee or any Subcommittee shall
file with the Committee or Subcommittee,
at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, a
written statement of his or her testimony in
as many copies as the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee prescribes.

(c) Each Member shall be limited to five
minutes in the questioning of any witness
until such time as all Members who so desire
have had an opportunity to question the wit-
ness.

(d) The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee or Subcommittee
or the Ranking Majority and Minority Mem-
bers present at the hearing may each appoint
one Committee staff member to question
each witness. Such staff member may ques-
tion the witness only after all Members
present have completed their questioning of
the witness or at such other time as the
Chairman and the Ranking Majority and Mi-
nority Members present may agree. No staff
member may question a witness in the ab-
sence of a quorum for the taking of testi-
mony.

BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA

Rule 5. (a) A legislative measure, nomina-
tion, or other matter shall be included on
the agenda of the next following business
meeting of the full Committee if a written
request by a Member of the Committee for
such inclusion has been filed with the Chair-
man of the Committee at least one week
prior to such meeting. Nothing in this rule
shall be construed to limit the authority of
the Chairman of the Committee to include a
legislative measure, nomination, or other
matter on the Committee agenda in the ab-
sence of such request.

(b) The agenda for any business meeting of
the Committee shall be provided to each
Member and made available to the public at
least three days prior to such meeting, and
no new items may be added after the agenda
is so published except by the approval of a
majority of all the Members of the Com-
mittee on matters not included on the public
agenda. The Staff Director shall promptly
notify absent Members of any action taken
by the Committee on matters not included
on the published agenda.

QUORUMS

Rule 6. (a) Except as provided in sub-
sections (b) and (c), eight Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for the conduct of business
of the Committee.

(b) No measure or matter shall be ordered
reported from the Committee unless twelve
Members of the Committee are actually
present at the time such action is taken.

(c) One Member shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of conducting a hearing or
taking testimony on any measure or matter
before the Committee or any Subcommittee.

VOTING

Rule 7. (a) A rollcall of the Members shall
be taken upon the request of any Member.
Any Member who does not vote on any roll-
call at the time the roll is called, may vote
(in person or by proxy) on that rollcall at
any later time during the same business
meeting.

(b) Proxy voting shall be permitted on all
matters, except that proxies may not be
counted for the purpose of determining the
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