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following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 710. An act to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to prepare a comprehen-
sive security assessment of the transpor-
tation security card program, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 719. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to conform
to existing Federal law and regulations re-
garding criminal investigator positions, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 720. An act to improve intergovern-
mental planning for and communication dur-
ing security incidents at domestic airports,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 810. An act to authorize the programs
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes.

The message further announced the
House has agreed the following resolu-
tion:

H. Res. 99. Resolution relative to the death
of the Honorable Alan Nunnelee, a Rep-
resentative from the State of Mississippi.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 710. An act to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to prepare a comprehen-
sive security assessment of the transpor-
tation security card program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 810. An act to authorize the programs
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND):

S. 446. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the credit for
employers establishing workplace child care
facilities, to increase the child care credit to
encourage greater use of quality child care
services, to provide incentives for students
to earn child care-related degrees and to
work in child care facilities, and to increase
the exclusion for employer-provided depend-
ent care assistance; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mrs.
MURRAY):

S. 447. A Dbill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to prohibit the exclusion of in-
dividuals from service on a Federal jury on
account of sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 448. A Dbill to provide for coordination
between the TRICARE program and eligi-
bility for making contributions to a health
savings account, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. PORTMAN:

S. 449. A Dbill to reduce recidivism and in-
crease public safety; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr.
BLUMENTHAL,
BROWN):

DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
Mr. REED, and Mr.
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S. 450. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax rate parity
among all tobacco products, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mr. KING):

S. 451. A Dbill to award grants to encourage
State educational agencies, 1local edu-
cational agencies, and schools to utilize
technology to improve student achievement
and college and career readiness, the skills
of teachers and school leaders, and the effi-
ciency and productivity of education sys-
tems at all levels; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. WICKER, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
B00OZMAN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. VITTER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
ROUNDS, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 452. A Dbill to provide lethal weapons to
the Government of Ukraine in order to de-
fend itself against Russian-backed rebel sep-
aratists in eastern Ukraine; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. CASSIDY:

S. 453. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide grants to States to
streamline State requirements and proce-
dures for veterans with military emergency
medical training to become civilian emer-
gency medical technicians; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and
Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 454. A bill to amend the Department of
Energy High-End Computing Revitalization
Act of 2004 to improve the high-end com-
puting research and development program of
the Department of Energy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr.
CoONS, and Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 455. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for special treat-
ment of the research credit for certain start-
up companies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CARPER:

S. 456. A bill to codify mechanisms for ena-
bling cybersecurity threat indicator sharing
between private and government entities, as
well as among private entities, to better pro-
tect information systems; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr.
REID):

S. 457. A Dbill to secure the Federal voting
rights of non-violent persons when released
from incarceration; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. CORNYN:

S. 458. A Dbill to provide emergency funding
for port of entry personnel and infrastruc-
ture, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. BOOZMAN:

S. 459. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to approve waiv-
ers under the Medicaid Program under title
XIX of the Social Security Act that are re-
lated to State provider taxes that exempt
certain retirement communities; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 460. A Dbill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to provide for the assessment and
management of the risk of algal toxins in
drinking water, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

PAUL (for himself and Mr.
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By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 461. A Dbill to provide for alternative fi-
nancing arrangements for the provision of
certain services and the construction and
maintenance of infrastructure at land border
ports of entry, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 462. A bill to direct the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency to
publish a health advisory and submit reports
with respect to microcystins in drinking
water; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 463. A bill to amend the Federal Crop In-
surance Act to prohibit the paying of pre-
mium subsidies on policies based on the ac-
tual market price of an agricultural com-
modity at the time of harvest; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself,
SCHATZ, and Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. 464. A bill to amend the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 regarding
Native Hawaiian education; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 465. A Dbill to extend Federal recognition
to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the
Chickahominy Indian Tribe-Eastern Divi-
sion, the Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappa-
hannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Na-
tion, and the Nansemond Indian Tribe; to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. REED, and Mr.
SCHUMER):

S. 466. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to improve the quality,
health outcomes, and value of maternity
care under the Medicaid and CHIP programs
by developing maternity care quality meas-
ures and supporting maternity care quality

Mr.

collaboratives; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LEE, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HATCH, Mr. COONS,
and Mr. GRAHAM):

S. 467. A bill to reduce recidivism and in-
crease public safety, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HATCH:

S. 468. A bill to provide a categorical exclu-
sion under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 to allow the Director of the
Bureau of Land Management and the Chief of
the Forest Service to remove Pinyon-Juniper
trees to conserve and restore the habitat of
the greater sage-grouse and the mule deer; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. TESTER, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 469. A bill to improve the reproductive
assistance provided by the Department of
Defense and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to severely wounded, ill, or injured
members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and
their spouses or partners, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 33
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
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WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
33, a bill to provide certainty with re-
spect to the timing of Department of
Energy decisions to approve or deny
applications to export natural gas, and
for other purposes.

S. 36

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 36, a bill to address the
continued threat posed by dangerous
synthetic drugs by amending the Con-
trolled Substances Act relating to con-
trolled substance analogues.

S. 48

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 48, a bill to prohibit discrimination
against the unborn on the basis of sex
or gender, and for other purposes.

S. 50

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 50, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to prohibit certain abor-
tion-related discrimination in govern-
mental activities.

S. 51

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 51, a bill to amend title X of the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
family planning grants from being
awarded to any entity that performs
abortions, and for other purposes.

S. 83

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 83, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to im-
prove nonretaliation provisions relat-
ing to equal pay requirements.

S. 125

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 125, a bill to amend
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to extend
the authorization of the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Program
through fiscal year 2020, and for other
purposes.

S. 295

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 295, a bill to
amend section 2259 of title 18, United
States Code, and for other purposes.

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
295, supra.

S. 299

At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
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S. 299, a bill to allow travel between
the United States and Cuba.
S. 301
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ), the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER), the Senator from Geor-
gia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 301, a bill to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint coins in commemoration of the
centennial of Boys Town, and for other
purposes.
S. 308
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 308, a bill to reauthorize 21st
century community learning centers,
and for other purposes.
S. 337
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 337, a bill to improve the Free-
dom of Information Act.
S. 373
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added
as cosponsors of S. 373, a bill to provide
for the establishment of nationally
uniform and environmentally sound
standards governing discharges inci-
dental to the normal operation of a
vessel.
S. 409
At the request of Mr. BURR, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) and the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 409, a bill to amend the Sex
Offender Registration and Notification
Act to require the Secretary of Defense
to inform the Attorney General of per-
sons required to register as sex offend-
ers.
S. 423
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING), the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 423, a bill to
amend the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act to
provide an exception to the annual
written privacy notice requirement.
S. 438
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 438, a bill to provide for the re-
pair, replacement, and maintenance of
certain Indian irrigation projects.
S. 439
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added
as cosponsors of S. 439, a bill to end dis-
crimination based on actual or per-
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ceived sexual orientation or gender
identity in public schools, and for
other purposes.
S. 441

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 441, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
clarify the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s jurisdiction over certain tobacco
products, and to protect jobs and small
businesses involved in the sale, manu-
facturing and distribution of tradi-
tional and premium cigars.

S.J. RES. 8

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 8, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National Labor Rela-
tions Board relating to representation
case procedures.

S. RES. 26

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 26, a resolution commending
Pope Francis for his leadership in help-
ing to secure the release of Alan Gross
and for working with the Governments
of the United States and Cuba to
achieve a more positive relationship.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. REED, and
Mr. BROWN):

S. 450. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax
rate parity among all tobacco prod-
ucts, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 450

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tobacco Tax
Equity Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. ESTABLISHING EXCISE TAX EQUITY
AMONG ALL TOBACCO PRODUCT
TAX RATES.

(a) TAX PARITY FOR PIPE TOBACCO AND
ROLL-YOUR-OWN TOBACCO.—Section 5701(f) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended
by striking ¢$2.8311 cents’” and inserting
£$24.78”.

(b) TAX PARITY FOR SMOKELESS TOBACCO.—

(1) Section 5701(e) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘$1.51”
and inserting ‘‘$13.42"’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking
cents’’ and inserting ‘$5.37"’; and

50.33
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