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use of the band for shared purposes in order 
to bolster innovation and economic develop-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 425. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a five-year exten-
sion to the homeless veterans reintegration 
programs and to provide clarification regard-
ing eligibility for services under such pro-
grams; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. AYOTTE: 
S. 426. A bill to amend chapter 6 of title 5, 

United States Code (commonly known as the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act), to ensure com-
plete analysis of potential impacts on small 
entities of rules, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. KIRK, and Mr. KING): 

S. 427. A bill to reduce the number of non-
essential vehicles purchased and leased by 
the Federal Government, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 428. A bill to amend titles XIX and XXI 

of the Social Security Act to provide for 12- 
month continuous enrollment under Med-
icaid and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. CASEY, 
and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 429. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide a standard defi-
nition of therapeutic foster care services in 
Medicaid; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
NELSON, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 430. A bill to prohibit the marketing of 
electronic cigarettes to children, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. HELLER, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. BURR, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. KIRK, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. VITTER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. COATS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. GARDNER, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. FLAKE): 

S. 431. A bill to permanently extend the 
Internet Tax Freedom Act; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. PORTMAN): 

S. 432. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt certain small 
businesses from the employer health insur-
ance mandate and to modify the definition of 
full-time employee for purposes of such man-
date; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. BURR, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CASEY, Mr. DONNELLY, and 
Mr. PORTMAN): 

S. 433. A bill to establish a benefit calcula-
tion methodology with respect to currency 
undervaluation for purposes of counter-
vailing duty investigations and reviews, and 

for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, and Mr. VITTER): 

S. 434. A bill to strengthen the account-
ability of individuals involved in misconduct 
affecting the integrity of background inves-
tigations, to update guidelines for security 
clearances, to prevent conflicts of interest 
relating to contractors providing back-
ground investigation fieldwork services and 
investigative support services, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. SESSIONS, 
Mr. SHELBY, and Mr. VITTER): 

S. 435. A bill to amend chapter 1 of title 1, 
United States Code, with regard to the defi-
nition of ‘‘marriage’’ and ‘‘spouse’’ for Fed-
eral purposes and to ensure respect for State 
regulation of marriage; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. 436. A bill to promote youth athletic 

safety and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 437. A bill to provide for congressional 
approval of national monuments and restric-
tions on the use of national monuments, to 
establish requirements for the declaration of 
marine national monuments, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. ENZI, and 
Mr. DAINES): 

S. 438. A bill to provide for the repair, re-
placement, and maintenance of certain In-
dian irrigation projects; to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. BROWN, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
DURBIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. UDALL, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Ms. BALDWIN): 

S. 439. A bill to end discrimination based 
on actual or perceived sexual orientation or 
gender identity in public schools, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. RISCH, Mr. KING, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. LEAHY, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and 
Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 440. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for an exclusion 
for assistance provided to participants in 
certain veterinary student loan repayment 
or forgiveness; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. CASEY, Mr. HELLER, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. TESTER, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. GARDNER, and Ms. 
HIRONO): 

S. 441. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to clarify the Food 
and Drug Administration’s jurisdiction over 
certain tobacco products, and to protect jobs 
and small businesses involved in the sale, 
manufacturing and distribution of tradi-
tional and premium cigars; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. REID, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. STABENOW, and 
Mr. COONS): 

S. 442. A bill to establish within the De-
partment of Education the Innovation Inspi-
ration school grant program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR: 
S. 443. A bill to prohibit the long-term 

storage of rail cars on certain railroad 
tracks unless the Surface Transportation 
Board has approved the rail carrier’s rail car 
storage plan; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 444. A bill to support afterschool and 
out-of-school-time science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN: 
S. 445. A bill to increase students’ and bor-

rowers’ access to student loan information 
within the National Student Loan Data Sys-
tem; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. CORKER, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
GARDNER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
ROBERTS, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. Res. 72. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the January 
24, 2015, attacks carried out by Russian- 
backed rebels on the civilian propulation in 
Mariupol, Ukraine, and the provision of le-
thal and non-lethal military assitance to 
Ukraine; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 48 

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 48, a bill to prohibit discrimi-
nation against the unborn on the basis 
of sex or gender, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 165 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 165, a bill to extend and en-
hance prohibitions and limitations 
with respect to the transfer or release 
of individuals detained at United 
States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, and for other purposes. 

S. 192 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) and the Senator 
from Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 192, a bill to reau-
thorize the Older Americans Act of 
1965, and for other purposes. 

S. 207 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 207, a bill to require the 
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Secretary of Veterans Affairs to use ex-
isting authorities to furnish health 
care at non-Department of Veterans 
Affairs facilities to veterans who live 
more than 40 miles driving distance 
from the closest medical facility of the 
Department that furnishes the care 
sought by the veteran, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 209 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 209, a bill to amend the Indian 
Tribal Energy Development and Self- 
Determination Act of 2005, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 210 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
210, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit 
against income tax for amounts paid 
by a spouse of a member of the Armed 
Forces for a new State license or cer-
tification required by reason of a per-
manent change in the duty station of 
such member to another State. 

S. 226 
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
226, a bill to amend chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, to provide that 
major rules of the executive branch 
shall have no force or effect unless a 
joint resolution of approval is enacted 
into law. 

S. 238 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 238, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to authorize 
the Director of the Bureau of Prisons 
to issue oleoresin capsicum spray to of-
ficers and employees of the Bureau of 
Prisons. 

S. 257 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 257, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act with respect to 
physician supervision of therapeutic 
hospital outpatient services. 

S. 259 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 259, a bill to modify the 
efficiency standards for grid-enabled 
water heaters. 

S. 264 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SES-
SIONS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
264, a bill to require a full audit of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Federal reserve 
banks by the Comptroller General of 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 269 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 

RISCH) and the Senator from Nevada 
(Mr. HELLER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 269, a bill to expand sanctions im-
posed with respect to Iran and to im-
pose additional sanctions with respect 
to Iran, and for other purposes. 

S. 271 
At the request of Mr. REID, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 271, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to permit certain 
retired members of the uniformed serv-
ices who have a service-connected dis-
ability to receive both disability com-
pensation from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for their disability and ei-
ther retired pay by reason of their 
years of military service or Combat- 
Related Special Compensation, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 286 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 286, a bill to amend the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act to provide further self- 
governance by Indian tribes, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 290 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
290, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the account-
ability of employees of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 291 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
291, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for ex-
tensions of detention of certain aliens 
ordered removed, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 295 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 295, a bill to amend sec-
tion 2259 of title 18, United States 
Code, and for other purposes. 

S. 298 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
298, a bill to amend titles XIX and XXI 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
States with the option of providing 
services to children with medically 
complex conditions under the Medicaid 
program and Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program through a care coordina-
tion program focused on improving 
health outcomes for children with 
medically complex conditions and low-
ering costs, and for other purposes. 

S. 299 
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
299, a bill to allow travel between the 
United States and Cuba. 

S. 301 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN), the Sen-
ator from New Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE) 
and the Senator from Montana (Mr. 
TESTER) were added as cosponsors of S. 
301, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the centennial of Boys 
Town, and for other purposes. 

S. 317 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 317, a bill to improve early edu-
cation. 

S. 322 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 322, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude certain compensation received by 
public safety officers and their depend-
ents from gross income. 

S. 326 
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 326, a bill to amend the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act of 2003 to provide 
cancellation ceilings for stewardship 
end result contracting projects, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 327 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 327, a bill to provide for 
auditable financial statements for the 
Department of Defense, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 332 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 332, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
make permanent the extension of the 
Medicare-dependent hospital (MDH) 
program and the increased payments 
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program. 

S. 335 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) and the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 335, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
improve 529 plans. 

S. 356 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
356, a bill to improve the provisions re-
lating to the privacy of electronic com-
munications. 

S. 370 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 370, a bill to require breast 
density reporting to physicians and pa-
tients by facilities that perform mam-
mograms, and for other purposes. 
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S. 373 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE), the Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 373, a 
bill to provide for the establishment of 
nationally uniform and environ-
mentally sound standards governing 
discharges incidental to the normal op-
eration of a vessel. 

S. 375 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 375, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a reduced rate of excise tax on 
beer produced domestically by certain 
qualifying producers. 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 375, supra. 

S. 402 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 402, a bill to establish a 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) Master Teacher 
Corps program. 

S. 404 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 404, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to prohibit taking 
minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions. 

S. RES. 52 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 52, a resolution calling 
for the release of Ukrainian fighter 
pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who was cap-
tured by Russian forces in Eastern 
Ukraine and has been held illegally in 
a Russian prison since July 2014. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. RISCH, Mr. KING, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and 
Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 440. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for an 
exclusion for assistance provided to 
participants in certain veterinary stu-
dent loan repayment or forgiveness; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of the Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program Enhance-
ment Act that I am introducing today 

with Senator DEBBIE STABENOW of 
Michigan. This bipartisan legislation 
would address the shortage of veteri-
narians in many areas of this Nation 
by helping to increase the placement of 
more veterinarians in areas of the 
country where they are desperately 
needed. 

Veterinarians are a critical part of 
ensuring our access to a safe and high- 
quality food supply. Americans depend 
on veterinarians to help ensure food 
safety and public health, improve ani-
mal health and welfare, promote sus-
tainable economic development and 
safeguard our homeland from foreign 
animal disease. Unfortunately, nearly 
every state has a rural community 
that is suffering from a shortage in es-
sential veterinary services. 

To help address this concern, in 2003, 
Congress established the Veterinary 
Medicine Loan Repayment Program, 
VMLRP. This program assists selected 
food animal and public health veteri-
narians with student loan repayment 
for a three-year commitment to prac-
tice in areas of the country facing a 
veterinarian shortage. This program 
helps veterinarians with daunting stu-
dent loan debt with making a living in 
a community where starting a practice 
may be otherwise financially impos-
sible. Through the program, more than 
280 veterinarians have been placed in 
communities throughout the country— 
a benefit for food safety, the commu-
nities, farmers and ranchers, the vet-
erinarians and more. 

The problem is the VMLRP is subject 
to a significant Federal withholding 
tax on the assistance provided to quali-
fying veterinarians. This affects the 
amount of limited resources that can 
go toward this worthy effort and the 
reach of its benefits. The legislation we 
are introducing will address this by 
providing an exemption from the Fed-
eral income withholding tax for pay-
ments received under the VMLRP and 
similar State programs. Thus, more 
veterinarians would have the oppor-
tunity to practice in small, rural com-
munities where their services are so 
desperately needed and more commu-
nities will have much-needed veteri-
narian services. 

To illustrate the need for the Veteri-
nary Medicine Loan Repayment Pro-
gram Enhancement Act, consider the 
following example. In October 2014, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agri-
culture announced more than $4.5 mil-
lion was awarded to 51 veterinarians 
through the VMLRP. The awards an-
nounced in October will fill shortage 
needs in 22 States. However, estimates 
show that if this withholding tax were 
to be eliminated, an additional veteri-
narian could be placed in a shortage 
area for every three currently partici-
pating in the program. That means ap-
proximately 17 additional awards could 
have been issued last year had this tax 
been eliminated. 

This legislation would also help bring 
the tax treatment of this program in 

line with the tax treatment of assist-
ance for doctors and nurses who are 
serving areas of the country in need 
through the National Health Service 
Corps’ loan repayment program. In 
2004, Congress exempted the benefits 
available under the National Health 
Service Corps’ loan repayment program 
from the federal withholding tax. En-
actment of the Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Enhancement Act 
would create tax parity for the coun-
terpart program for veterinary medi-
cine. 

So far, 15 Senators—including Sen-
ators THAD COCHRAN, JOHNNY ISAKSON, 
JIM RISCH, PAT ROBERTS, MICHAEL BEN-
NET, KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND, AMY KLO-
BUCHAR, AL FRANKEN, MAZIE HIRONO, 
ANGUS KING, Jr., PAT LEAHY, BERNIE 
SANDERS, and TAMMY BALDWIN—from 
both sides of the aisle have cosponsored 
this important legislation and 152 na-
tional and local organizations support 
the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repay-
ment Program Enhancement Act. Con-
gress can help ensure that every com-
munity across America has access to 
needed veterinary care. Please join us 
in this effort to place more veterinar-
ians in areas of the country where they 
are desperately needed and support 
passage of this bipartisan, common-
sense legislation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a letter of support be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE VETERINARY 

MEDICINE LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM EN-
HANCEMENT ACT 
The undersigned organizations urge Con-

gress to pass the Veterinary Medicine Loan 
Repayment Program (VMLRP) Enhancement 
Act to address the challenges rural areas 
face in accessing veterinary services for live-
stock medicine and public health and to 
maximize funding congress appropriates for 
VMLRP so that it can be stretched further 
to fill shortage areas across the country. 

By exempting the loan repayment awards 
from a 39 percent withholding tax, Congress 
will make it possible for one additional vet-
erinarian to be selected to participate for 
every three currently working in federally 
designated areas. Since 2010, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture has selected 286 veteri-
narians to practice in nearly every state 
across the country. If the VMLRP program 
awards were exempt from withholding taxes, 
then roughly 100 additional veterinarians 
could have served rural communities during 
that same time period. 

It is time for every American community 
to gain access to needed veterinary services. 
Congress can ensure that our nation’s live-
stock are healthy, our food supply is safe and 
secure, and public health is protected by 
passing the Veterinary Medicine Loan Re-
payment Program Enhancement Act this 
session. 

Sincerely, 
American Veterinary Medical Association, 

Association of American Veterinary Medical 
Colleges, Academy of Rural Veterinarians, 
Alabama Veterinary Medical Association, 
Alaska Veterinary Medical Association, 
American Animal Hospital Association, 
American Academy of Veterinary Nutrition, 
American Association for Laboratory Ani-
mal Science, American Association of Avian 
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