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long-term jobs that require passage of the
bar exam; and

Whereas the University of Iowa College of
Law has produced hundreds of notable alum-
ni that have contributed to the legal commu-
nity in the State of Iowa and the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the University of Iowa
College of Law for 150 years of outstanding
service to the State of Iowa, the United
States, and the world; and

(2) requests that the Secretary of the Sen-
ate transmit a copy of this resolution to the
Dean of the College of Law and the President
of the University of Iowa.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 340—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE SO-CALLED IS-
LAMIC STATE IN IRAQ AND AL-
SHAM (ISIS OR DA’ESH) IS COM-
MITTING GENOCIDE, CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY, AND WAR
CRIMES, AND CALLING UPON
THE PRESIDENT TO WORK WITH
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AND
THE UNITED NATIONS TO PRO-
VIDE PHYSICAL PROTECTION
FOR ISIS’ TARGETS, TO SUP-
PORT THE CREATION OF AN
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRI-
BUNAL WITH JURISDICTION TO
PUNISH THESE CRIMES, AND TO
USE EVERY REASONABLE
MEANS, INCLUDING SANCTIONS,
TO DESTROY ISIS AND DISRUPT
ITS SUPPORT NETWORKS

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. KIRK, and Mr.
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 340
Whereas communities of Assyrian
Chaldean Syriac, Armenian, Evangelical,

and Melkite Christians; Kurds; Yezidis; Shia
and Sunni Muslims; Turkmen; Sabea-
Mandeans; Kaka‘e; and Shabaks have been
an integral part of the cultural fabric of the
Middle East for millennia;

Whereas Article I of the United Nations
Convention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide, signed at
Paris December 9, 1948 (in this resolution re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Convention’) states that
‘“‘the contracting parties confirm that geno-
cide, whether committed in time of peace or
in time of war, is a crime under inter-
national law which they undertake to pre-
vent and punish’’;

Whereas Article IT of the Convention de-
clares, ‘“‘In the present Convention, genocide
means any of the following acts committed
with the intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such: (a) Killing members of the
group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental
harm to members of the group; (¢c) Delib-
erately inflicting on the group conditions of
life calculated to bring about its physical de-
struction in whole or in part; (d) Imposing
measures intended to prevent births within
the group; (e) Forcibly transferring children
of the group to another group.’’;

Whereas Article III of the Convention af-
firms, ‘“The following acts shall be punish-
able: (a) Genocide; (b) Conspiracy to commit
genocide; (¢c) Direct and public incitement to
commit genocide; (d) Attempt to commit
genocide; (e) Complicity in genocide.”’;

Whereas section 1091 of title 18, United
States Code, declares that ‘‘genocide’ occurs

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

when any person ‘‘whether in time of peace
or in time of war and with the specific intent
to destroy, in whole or in substantial part, a
national, ethnic, racial, or religious group as
such (1) kills members of that group; (2)
causes serious bodily injury to members of
that group; (3) causes the permanent impair-
ment of the mental faculties of members of
the group through drugs, torture, or similar
techniques; (4) subjects the group to condi-
tions of life that are intended to cause the
physical destruction of the group in whole or
in part; (5) imposes measures intended to
prevent births within the group; or (6) trans-
fers by force children of the group to another
group’’;

Whereas subsection (c) of section 2441 of
title 18, United States Code, defines a ‘‘war
crime’” as conduct ‘‘(1) defined as a grave
breach in any of the international conven-
tions signed at Geneva 12 August 1949, or any
protocol to such convention to which the
United States is a party; (2) prohibited by
Article 23 , 25, 27, or 28 of the Annex to the
Hague Convention IV, Respecting the Laws
and Customs of War on Land, signed 18 Octo-
ber 1907; (3) which constitutes a grave breach
of common Article 3 [defined in subsection
(d) of such section as torture, cruel or inhu-
man treatment, performing biological ex-
periments, murder, mutilation or maiming,
intentionally causing serious bodily injury,
rape, sexual assault or abuse, or taking hos-
tages] when committed in the context of and
in association with an armed conflict not of
an international character; or (4) of a person
who, in relation to an armed conflict and
contrary to the provisions of the Protocol on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices as
amended at Geneva on 3 May 1996 (Protocol
II as amended on 3 May 1996), when the
United States is a party to such Protocol,
willfully kills or causes serious injury to ci-
vilians’’;

Whereas the United States has ratified the
United Nations Convention Against
Transnational Organized Crime of 2000, and
its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children, supplementing the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime, which defines ‘‘trafficking in
persons’ to mean ‘‘the recruitment, trans-
portation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of
persons, by means of the threat or use of
force or other forms of coercion, of abduc-
tion, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability or of
the giving or receiving of payments or bene-
fits to achieve the consent of a person having
control over another person, for the purpose
of exploitation” and defines exploitation as
including, ‘‘at a minimum, the exploitation
of the prostitution of others or other forms
of sexual exploitation, forced labour or serv-
ices, slavery or practices similar to slavery,
servitude or the removal of organs’’;

Whereas section 2331 of title 18, United
States Code, defines ‘‘international ter-
rorism activities” as ‘‘activities that (A) in-
volve violent acts or acts dangerous to
human life that are a violation of the crimi-
nal laws of the United States or of any
State, or that would be a criminal violation
if committed within the jurisdiction of the
United States or of any State; (B) appear to
be intended (i) to intimidate or coerce a ci-
vilian population; (ii) to influence the policy
of a government by intimidation or coercion;
or (iii) to affect the conduct of a government
by mass destruction, assassination, or kid-
napping; and (C) occur primarily outside the
territorial jurisdiction of the United States,
or transcend national boundaries in terms of
the means by which they are accomplished,
the persons they appear intended to intimi-
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date or coerce, or the locale in which their
perpetrators operate or seek asylum’’;

Whereas section 2332b of title 18, United
States Code, defines ‘‘terrorism transcending
national boundaries’” to include ‘‘(A)
kill[ings], kidnap[ing]s, maiml[ing]s,
commit[ing] an assault resulting in serious
bodily injury, or assaults with a dangerous
weapon [of or on] any person within the
United States; or (B) creat[ing] a substantial
risk of serious bodily injury to any other
person by destroying or damaging any struc-
ture, conveyance, or other real or personal
property within the United States or by at-
tempting or conspiring to destroy or damage
any structure, conveyance, or other real or
personal property within the United States;
in violation of the laws of any State, or the
United States,”’;

Whereas the President, with the assistance
of the Secretary of State and the Ambas-
sador at Large for War Crimes Issues, is obli-
gated under section 2113(b) of the ADVANCE
Democracy Act of 2007 (22 U.S.C. 8213(b)) to
‘“‘collect information regarding incidents
that may constitute crimes against human-
ity, genocide, slavery, or other violations of
international humanitarian law’ and ‘‘shall
consider what actions can be taken to ensure
that any government of a country or the
leaders or senior officials of such govern-
ment who are responsible for crimes against
humanity, genocide, slavery, or other viola-
tions of international humanitarian law
identified [pursuant to such collection of in-
formation] are brought to account for such
crimes in an appropriately constituted tri-
bunal’’;

Whereas Article I of the Convention and
the law of nations confirm that government
authorities are obligated to prevent and pun-
ish acts constituting genocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes;

Whereas, on July 10, 2015, Pope Francis,
Supreme Pontiff of the Catholic Church, de-
clared that the pattern of crimes committed
by ISIS and its affiliates against Christians
are part of a ‘‘third world war, waged piece-
meal, which we are now experiencing,” and
that ‘‘a form of genocide is taking place, and
it must end’’;

Whereas the 2011 Presidential Study Direc-
tive on Mass Atrocities declares, ‘‘Pre-
venting mass atrocities and genocide is a
core national security interest and a core
moral responsibility of the United States. . .
[and that] our options are never limited to
either sending in the military or standing by
and doing nothing. . . The actions that can
be taken are many—they range from eco-
nomic to diplomatic interventions, and from
non-combat military actions to outright
intervention.”’;

Whereas, on August 7, 2014, President
Barak Obama authorized military action to
stop ISIS’ advance in northern Iraq, and ‘‘to
prevent a potential act of genocide’ against
Yazidis stranded on Mount Sinjar;

Whereas, on August 7, 2014, Secretary of
State John Kerry, stated that ISIS’ ‘‘cam-
paign of terror against the innocent, includ-
ing Yezedi and Christian minorities, and its
grotesque and targeted acts of violence bear
all the warning signs and hallmarks of geno-
cide’’;

Whereas, on March 27, 2015, the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights reported that its mission to
Iraq had ‘‘gathered reliable information
about acts of violence perpetrated against ci-
vilians because of their affiliation or per-
ceived affiliation to an ethnic or religious
group,”’” that the ‘‘[e]thnic and religious
groups targeted by ISIL include Yezidis,
Christians, Turkmen, Sabea-Mandeans,
Kaka’e, Kurds and Shia,” and stated, ‘It is
reasonable to conclude, in the light of the in-
formation gathered overall, that some of
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those incidents may constitute genocide.
Other incidents may amount to crimes
against humanity or war crimes.”’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
has ‘‘called on the U.S. government to des-
ignate the Christian, Yazidi, Shi’a,
Turkmen, and Shabak communities of Iraq
and Syria as victims of genocide by ISIL”
and USCIRF Chairman Robert P. George has
observed that “ISIL’s intent to destroy reli-
gious groups that do not subscribe to its ex-
tremist ideology in the areas of Iraq and
Syria that it controls, or seeks to control, is
evident in, not only its barbarous acts, but
also its own propaganda’’; and

Whereas members of the International As-
sociation of Genocide Scholars, in their Ap-
peal to Congress of September 9, 2015, stated,
“ISIS’s mass murders of Chaldean, Assyrian,
Melkite Greek, and Coptic Christians,
Yazidis, Shi’a Muslims, Sunni Kurds and
other religious groups meet even the strict-
est definition of genocide.”’: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) finds that ISIS, its affiliated organiza-
tions, and supporters are parts of an expand-
ing, worldwide criminal network, the mem-
bers of which have pledged allegiance to its
leaders, support its actions, act in concert
with them, claim credit for targeted killings,
and are ‘‘fully aware that [their] participa-
tion” and support will ‘‘assist [in] the com-
mission” of its crimes;

(2) finds that ISIS and its affiliated organi-
zations maintain sophisticated publishing
and social media networks that seek to at-
tract others to join their efforts and seek to
incite the murder of Christians, Shia and
Sunni Muslims, Jews, and any religious be-
lievers who refuse to convert to their
Wahhabi-Salafist jihadist ideology;

(3) declares that ISIS and its leaders
should be charged with genocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes;

(4) calls upon on the Attorney General to
investigate and prosecute any United States
citizens or residents alleged to be perpetra-
tors of or complicit in these crimes and to
report back to Congress regarding what steps
are being taken to investigate and prosecute
those involved;

(5) calls upon the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to investigate and sanction any person,
organization, business, or financial institu-
tion alleged to be perpetrators of or
complicit in these crimes, and to report back
to Congress regarding what additional au-
thority, if any, is needed to disrupt ISIS fi-
nancial support networks;

(6) calls upon the President to authorize
the Secretary of State, the Under Secretary
of State for Democracy and Global Affairs,
and the Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes
Issues to cooperate in the collection of foren-
sic evidence of crimes against humanity,
genocide, war crimes, slavery, or other viola-
tions of international humanitarian law;

(7) calls on the President, the Secretary of
State, and the United States Permanent
Representative to the United Nations, work-
ing through the United Nations Security
Council and its member states as appro-
priate, to accelerate the implementation of
an immediate, coordinated, and sustained re-
sponse to provide humanitarian assistance,
protect civilians, build resilience, and help
reestablish livelihoods for displaced and per-
secuted persons in their communities of ori-
gin;

(8) calls upon the contracting parties to
the United Nations Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, signed at Paris December 9, 1948,
and other international agreements forbid-
ding war crimes and crimes against human-
ity, to join with the United States in an ef-
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fort to investigate, arrest, and prosecute in-
dividual and organizational perpetrators re-
sponsible for these crimes;

(9) calls upon the United Nations Sec-
retary-General to urge all United Nations
member states to cooperate in an inter-
national effort to investigate, try, and pros-
ecute all cases in which prosecutors can
prove that the accused have committed
crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
genocide;

(10) makes an urgent appeal to the Co-
operation Council for the Arab States of the
Gulf to collaborate on the establishment and
operation of domestic, regional, and hybrid
international tribunals with jurisdiction to
punish the individuals and organizations re-
sponsible for or complicit in actions that
constitute war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity, and genocide; and

(11) commends the Governments of the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Turkey, and every other country sheltering
and protecting individuals fleeing the vio-
lence of ISIS.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 341—DESIG-
NATING JANUARY 2016 AS “NA-
TIONAL CARBON MONOXIDE POI-
SONING AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 341

Whereas carbon monoxide is an odorless,
colorless gas that is produced whenever any
fuel, such as natural gas, propane, gasoline,
oil, kerosene, wood, or charcoal, is burned;

Whereas devices that produce carbon mon-
oxide include cars, boats, gasoline engines,
stoves, and heating systems, and carbon
monoxide produced from these sources can
build up in enclosed or semi-enclosed spaces;

Whereas carbon monoxide is often referred
to as the ‘‘silent killer” because it is color-
less, odorless, tasteless, and nonirritating,
and ignoring early stages of carbon mon-
oxide poisoning may cause unconsciousness
and continual exposure to danger;

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, each year in
the United States, carbon monoxide poi-
soning kills more than 400 individuals and
sends approximately 20,000 individuals to
emergency rooms;

Whereas when people breathe in carbon
monoxide, the poisonous gas enters the
bloodstream and prevents adequate intake of
oxygen, which can damage tissues and result
in death;

Whereas individuals older than the age of
65, given common preexisting medical condi-
tions, are particularly vulnerable to carbon
monoxide poisoning;

Whereas for most individuals who suffer
from carbon monoxide poisoning, the early
signs of exposure to low concentrations of
carbon monoxide include mild headaches and
breathlessness after moderate exercise;

Whereas sustained or increased exposure to
carbon monoxide can lead to flu-like symp-
toms, including severe headaches, dizziness,
tiredness, nausea, confusion, irritability, and
impaired judgment, memory, and coordina-
tion;

Whereas breathing in low concentrations
of carbon monoxide can cause long-term
health damage, even after exposure to the
gas ends;

Whereas most cases of carbon monoxide ex-
posure occur during the winter months of
December, January, and February when oil
and gas heaters are more heavily in use;
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Whereas on January 5, 1996, the Burt fam-
ily of Kimball, Minnesota, was poisoned by
carbon monoxide from a malfunctioning fur-
nace in the home of the Burt family, result-
ing in—

(1) the deaths of 15-month-old Zachary
Todd Burt and 4-year-old Nicholas Todd
Burt; and

(2) the hospitalization of Ryan Todd Burt;

Whereas Cheryl Burt, the mother of
Zachary, Nicholas, and Ryan Burt, has
worked to educate the public about the dan-
gers of carbon monoxide poisoning, including
by testifying in December 2009 before the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate;

Whereas Cheryl Burt has advocated for the
Nicholas and Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon
Monoxide Poisoning Prevention Act, which
would establish a Federal grant program for
State and tribal carbon monoxide poisoning
prevention activities;

Whereas on January 17, 2009, Amanda J.
Hansen, a junior and member of the swim
team at West Seneca West High School, in
West Seneca, New York, passed away from
carbon monoxide poisoning while sleeping
near a faulty basement boiler during a
sleepover party;

Whereas Amanda J. Hansen loved Spanish,
was a member of the Spanish Honor Society
at West Seneca West High School, and want-
ed to eventually teach Spanish;

Whereas Amanda J. Hansen hoped to at-
tend college at the University of North Caro-
lina;

Whereas responding to tragedy, Ken and
Kim Hansen established the Amanda Hansen
Foundation to honor their daughter by rais-
ing money for a scholarship fund and spread-
ing awareness about the dangers of carbon
monoxide and the importance of taking safe-
ty measures, such as using carbon monoxide
detectors in residences;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
works with lawmakers and local commu-
nities to educate the public on the dangers of
carbon monoxide poisoning;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
raises money to purchase carbon monoxide
detectors for individuals who cannot afford
the detectors and has given away 17,000 car-
bon monoxide detectors;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
and Ken and Kim Hansen through their work
with the Foundation collaborate with other
national organizations to ensure that carbon
monoxide detectors are as ubiquitous as pos-
sible;

Whereas the Hansen family fought in 2010
for the passage of ‘‘Amanda’s Law’, a law
that mandates the installation of carbon
monoxide detectors in new and existing resi-
dences with fuel-burning appliances and the
replacement of carbon monoxide detectors
every b years;

Whereas the Amanda Hansen Foundation
has paid to replace furnaces in the Buffalo,
New York area with furnaces that are safer
and more energy efficient; and

Whereas in memory of their daughter, the
Hansen family has worked tirelessly to make
New York and the rest of the United States
a safer place: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Janu-
ary 2016 as ‘‘National Carbon Monoxide Poi-
soning Awareness Month’’.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T02:00:31-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




